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The Bottom Times 

September 2011 

CLUB SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Due 1 September 

 
Indian Night  3rd Sept 

 

- keeping your diving Passion alive - 

CLUB Meeting 7th September 
Speaker: Grant Narby and Team 

Recompression Chambers 
 

35th Club Anniversary Celebrations 
28,29,30 Oct 

Indonesia Jawfish (Opistognathus sp) Muaras Reef, Celebes Sea, Indonesia, Photo: Lee Findlay 
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Magazine 
Editor Jason Bartlett Mobile:  0272 976 551 
Sub-Editor Cameron Smirk Mobile:  021 359 121 
 

Foreign Correspondents 
Brazil: Paulo Machado Paulo@machadoboatdesign.com 
Australia: Sandra Bogun double0trouble@hotmail.com 
Thailand: Mark Anderson whoisbiga@gmail.com 
Fiji Damos Albert dmnsurfer@gmail.com 
Canada Mike Macauly decoscubaboy@gmail.com 

 
Dive Club Committee 

President Cameron Smirk Mobile:  021 359 121 
Vice President Deanne Oxton Business: 09 827 7008 
Club Captain Roger Crimmins Mobile: 021 0233 3600 
Secretary Mark Robinson Business:  09 550 8101 
Treasurer Deanne Oxton Business:  09 827 7008 
Photography SIG John Scott  Private:  09 817 8640 
Research Team Mike Percy Mobile:  021 661 832 
Dive Coordinator Boof Mobile: 021 259 0630 
Event Coordinator Michael Meisner Mobile: 021 0246 1540   
 

Western Underwater Contacts 
Western Underwater Dive Club Inc. 

5 Portage Road,  New Lynn, Auckland, Tel: 827-7683 

Club Hours of Operation: 
The club is open every Wednesday and Friday from 7:30pm. 

Advertising Rates: 
Quarter page:  $20.00 / issue 
Half page: $35.00 / issue 
Full page:  $65.00 / issue 

The deadline for contributions, advertising and Letters to the Editor is 10th of 
the month of publishing. The magazine is published on the 17th of the Month 

prior to the month to which it applies.  

Any opinions expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily the opinion of the editor or 
WUDC committee. Anonymous letters to the Editor will not be published. 

For advertising, Letters to the Editor or other enquiries 
Contact the Editor, Jason Bartlett 

Mob: 0272 976 551 or spookdm@xtra.co.nz 

Clubrooms  Hireage: 
The club is available for  hire for private functions. Please contact Deanne on 
ph: 827 7008 for function enquiries. 
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The Bottom Line - from the President 

It was great to have another well at-
tended monthly meeting in July. 
When you have Simon Mitchell talk-
ing about his top ten diving adven-
tures then you can understand why 
everyone was enthralled.  
I know I had not seen his adventure 
to Antarctic and there were new foot-
age of the Aussie Hospital ship in 
2000ft of water. A great night enjoyed 
by all.  
 
We also presented Steve Roberts 
with a Dive Club brick so he can join 
the others that helped build the club. 
Steve is taking up a new job in Syd-
ney and although Iôm assured itôs not 
the last time we will see Steve we 
send Steve off with special thanks for 
setting the club off on it's journey of 
self-sufficiency.  
 
We also did a double draw of the 
lucky stick with Willy winning May and 
Michelle winning June.  
  
We are calling on volunteers for a 
Dive Club spring clean on September 
25-25th in time for Anniversary. I 
know I will be water blasting the bal-
cony and Deanne is attacking the 
kitchen but we need people to run the 
rug doctor over the carpet, go com-
mando in the garden. So call Deanne 
and enlist now. 
 
We have had to move to 35th Anni-
versary  back into October (at least it 
will be warmer) until after the Rugby 
World Cup. By the way the club is 

going to be open for all the big games 
with the bar and kitchen open. 
 
Many thanks to Mark Stoneman (aka 
Brad Crooner)  for organising a suc-
cessful Karaoke Night. A great night 
had by all and with so many away Iôm 
sure if we can sync calendars the 
next one will be even more successful.  
 
Special thanks again to Willie for his 
efforts behind the bar as has had to  
resign as rejoins the workforce.  
 
So lots of events to look forward to as 
the club calendar can attest to. Be 
sure to see Grant Narby and his team 
talk on recompression chambers.  
 
Finally its that time of year when Club 
annual subscriptions are due so if you 
have not received a subscription no-
tice please pay the club asap.  
 
Happy Diving  
Cameron Smirk  

President 
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Dive Club Calendar 

3rd Sept Saturday INDIAN NIGHT $8 choose of Meat and Veggie curry. 
 

7th Sept Wednesday:Monthly Meeting:Grant Narby:Recompression Chambers 
 
9th Sept Friday 8:30pm Club Night: All Blacks vs Tonga 
 
10th Sept Saturday: Goat Island aboard Apollo have booked for 16 people. 
Going to Hen & Chicken, $125 per person. Normally $150 per person  
 
11-18th September Conservation Week. 17th Sept Cleanup Day 
 
14th Sept Wednesday 7:30pm Club Night: Scotland vs Georgia 
 
16th Sept Friday 8:00pm Club Night: All Blacks vs Japan  
 
17th September Saturday Jones Bay for scallop dive 
 
21st Sept Wednesday 7:30pm  Club Night: Tonga vs Japan  
 
23rd Sept Friday 8:30pm Club Night: Australia vs USA 
 
24th Sept Saturday 8:30pm FRENCH NIGHT: All Blacks vs France  
 
24-25th Saturday and Sunday 9.00-12.30pm Dive Club spring cleanup  
 
28th Sept Wednesday 7:30pm Club Night: Georgia vs Romania 
 
5th Oct Wednesday: Monthly Meeting: Bruce Reid CEO of NZ Coastguard 
 
8-9th October Saturday and Sunday Fantail Day/Stony Bay Camp & Diving 
 
3-13th Oct: Truk Lagoon 3rd Oct out of Cairns returning to Cairns 13th Oct 
1 Oct fly out of Auckland and 14 Oct back to Auckland. AU$ 2,750 ex Cairns 
excl. Food, Drink,Tank fills & flights to/from Auckland. Contact: Mark Stoneman 

The club is open every Wednesday and Friday from 7:30pm. 

There are a number of future events worth mentioning below:  

Dives to be advised (watch out for Email Calendar Updates) 
Night dives? | Altitude dive @ Lake Taupo | Whitianga Charter 3/4th Dec 
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Dive Club Calendar 

8th October Saturday WELSH NIGHT  
  6:00pm Quarter Final 1 Winner Pool C vs Runner-up Pool D 
  8:30pm Quarter Final 2 Winner Pool B vs Runner-up Pool A 
9th October Sunday IRISH NIGHT  
  6:00pm Quarter Final 3 Winner Pool D vs Runner-up Pool C 
  8:30pm Quarter Final 4 Winner Pool A vs Runner-up Pool B 

12-13th Nov Oceanz conference in Tauranga. Oceanz is NZ's only diving 
conference and exhibition being held in 
Tauranga on 12-13th November 2011. 
With ticket prices as low as $25 per day 
for pre-booking this is a great opportunity 
to catchup on NZ diving. We have seen 
Oceanz speakers Darren Shields and 
Roger Grace at Club  in recent years but 
you can also see Pete Bethune, Pete Me-

sley and Steve Trewavas at OCEANZ. oceanzdiveconference.com for info... 

15th October Saturday ENGLISH NIGHT 
  9:00pm Semi Final 1  Winner QF1  vs Winner QF2  
16th October Sunday SOUTH AFRICA NIGHT 
  9:00pm  Semi Final 2  Winner QF1  vs Winner QF2  

21st October Friday AUSTRALIA NIGHT 
  8:30pm  Bronze Final  Loser SF1 vs Loser SF2 
23rd October Sunday NEW ZEALAND NIGHT 
  9:00pm  Final  Winner SF1 vs Winner SF2 

International Beer & Wine Festival  
possible programme will change as month progresses 

28,29,30 Oct, Friday to Sunday, 35th Club Anniversary.  
28 Meet and Greet Cocktails at Club 
29 Party at Venue 
30 Club Brunch BBQ 
 
2nd Nov Wednesday: Monthly Club Night: Mark Stoneman: Truk Lagoon 
 
10-14 Nov: Outer Great Barrier Reef on Live Aboard  for AU$990 for 5 days 
and 4 nights. Price excludes flight to/from Cairns. Contact: Lee Findlay.  
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Diver Training 
PADI  OPENWATER  DIVE  COURSE  

 
WEEKEND CLASS Starts Saturday 28th August  OW1 Sat 10th  Sep 
Cost $350.00  Course run during the day on weekends OW2 Sun 11th Sep 

EVENING CLASS Starts Monday 30th August 6:30pm OW1 Sat 17th  Sep  

Cost $350.00  Monday and Wednesday evenings OW2  Sat 1st    Oct 

EVENING CLASS Monday 12th December 9am  OW1 Wed 14thDec  

Cost $395.00  Course runs over 4 days  OW2  Sat 15th  Dec 

Prices vary from our standard price being $450.00 and $350.00 for winter season.  
Private one on one courses on request. School holiday courses set for the first week in 
every term run at $350.00. Try dives and refresher course on request. 
 
PADI  ADVANCED  OPEN WATER COURSE  - to be advised 
Run over one weekend at Northland Dive.   Includes all training, manuals, international 
certification, accommodation, meals and boat dives, including the Wreck of the Canter-
bury. $550 (own gear) of $650 with hire equipment included. 
 
CAREER  COURSE ï DIPLOMA IN PROFESSIONAL SCUBA INSTRUCTION 
Next Intake late January 2012 

10 club dive days 
Dive 

Leader 
Club 
Diver 

Andrew Ferguson 0 8 

Willy Ritson 0 6 

Steve Roberts 0 6 

Michael Lawson 0 3 

Peng 2 2 

Bruce Porter 0 2 

Roger Crimmins 1 1 

Neil de Jong 0 1 

Jason Bartlett 0 1 

Benny Larsen 0 1 

Ian Grace 0 1 

Michael Meisner 1 0 

Boof 1 0 

Club Dive Participation  
With the cut-off at the end of  
November for Dive Master and Club 
Diver of the Year there has been big 
changes in the Club Dive ratings this 
month. 
 
I guess it helps when you take a week 
off to go diving in the Solomons as 
Andrew, Willy and Steve have.  
 
Peng led the Night Dive at Goat Island  
to now lead Dive Leader ratings how-
ever many thanks to all Dive Leaders. 
 
With more Dives planned going into 
the Summer months we will see  
further changes. 
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Spot X Tides 
Predicted Tide times are as per 
the NZ Nautical Almanac and may 
differ from the actual tides  
observed. 

Auckland Time Differences 

 High 
Mins 

Low 
Mins 

Coromandel -21 -15 

Mangawhai Head +05 +05 

Sandspit +05 +05 

Kawau -15 -04 

Mangawhai Heads +05 +05 

Matiatia ðWaiheke 0 +10 

Tititiri Matangi Island +10 -3 

Tutukaka Harbour -08 +04 

Weiti River Entrance +01 +07 

Onehunga Time Differences 

Bethellôs Beach -40 -50 

Cornwallis -20 -11 

Muriwai Beach -40 -30 

Papakura Channel -31 -20 

Waiuku +30 +30 

Spot X Diving Spot 

WUDC Shore Dive Challenge 
The Shore Dive challenge is an initiative to find the perfect shore dive within three 
hours of Auckland.  The end game would be to select the best shore dive site to ulti-
mately establish a guided wire dive similar to those in Tauranga and Lake Pupuke.  
Neil De Jong has identified 100 proposed Shore Dive sites which over the next year or 
two the club is looking to dive. So if you are tried of diving Goat, Mathesons and Jones 

Bay then get into the Shore Dive Challenge. Future editions detail where, when & how. 
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YOU WILL NEED: 

¶ 1/2 Butternut, cut into strips 

¶ 1 Carrot, cut into strips 

¶ 1 Cup shredded Cabbage 

¶ 1 Spring Onion, Cut into slices 

¶  6 Cloves Garlic, Finely Chopped 

¶ 1 tsp Ginger, Finely Chopped 

¶ 1 Stalk Lemon Grass, Finely Chopped 

¶ 1 Can Coconut Cream 

¶ Olive Oil 

¶ 1 Fillet Blue Moki 

¶ 12 King Prawns 

Recipe Of The Month 

Thai Butternut Soup With Blue Moki 

& Garlic Prawns  

While the soup is simmering,  half cook the prawns in boiling water (about 3 minutes), 
drain the water and place a good knob of butter into the pan.  Add the remaining garlic 
with a little salt and pepper and saut® for about 1 minute to flavour the butter.  Set 
aside until the fish is ready. 
 
In a heavy bottomed saut® pan, melt a small knob of butter and some olive oil,  Cut the 
Moki Fillet into four equal portions and saut® about 3 minutes on each side over high 
heat. (The fillets should be just transparent in the middle)   
Saut® the prawns for another three minutes in the butter and garlic. 

Spook. 

In a heavy bottomed pot, saut® the Spring 
Onion, Garlic, Butternut, Carrot, Ginger 
and one clove of the Garlic.  Cook for 
about 5 minutes. 
 
Add the lemon grass and season with salt 
and pepper, stir in well and the add the 
Coconut Cream.  You can thin this a little 
with water if desired. 
 
Heat the soup until just boiling then reduce 
the heat and simmer for 30 minutes. 

Portion the soup into four 
bowls, place a piece of Moki 
in the centre of the bowl and 
garnish with the prawns, driz-
zle some of the garlic butter 
over the top. 
 
 
Wine Match: Craggy Range 
2005 Les Beaux Cailloux 
(Gimblett Gravels) 
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  Indian NightIndian Night  

  

3rd September3rd September  

  

$8 with a choice of:$8 with a choice of:  

Meat CurryMeat Curry  

Vegetable CurryVegetable Curry  

PoppadomsPoppadoms  
 

Clubroom Spring CleanClubroom Spring Clean    

  

September Sat 24 September Sat 24 --  Sun 25 (9.00 to 12.30)Sun 25 (9.00 to 12.30)  
 
Volunteers are required to help spruce up 
the Clubrooms for the 35

th
 Club Anniver-

sary - take  pride in your Clubrooms. 
 
To register your name and what morning 
you can be available contact  
Deanne (09) 837 7008.  
A spring cleanup programme will be sent 
to you. Thanks - Mike Percy  

  

35th Anniversary35th Anniversary  

CelebrationsCelebrations  
 

28th Oct Meet and Greet at Club 
 

29th Oct Party at Venue 
 

30th Oct BBQ Brunch at Club 
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Dive HQ West Career Diver Training 

Looking for a career change????  Courses available: 

¶ National Certificate in Diving Foundation. 
¶ National Certificate in Diving Leadership. 
¶ Diploma in Professional Scuba Instruction ï graduating as an Ad-

vanced Scuba Dive Instructor with 5 specialty ratings. 
¶ National Certificate in Retail. 
¶ National Certificate in Adult Education and Training. 
¶ Certificate In Medic First Aid Instruction. 

  email deanne@divehqwest.co.nz 

Next Diploma intake commencing January 2012  
Student Loans apply for these courses.  

*Dive HQ West Auckland is an approved delivery site of The Academy 
of Diving, which is registered with NZQA. 

Tertiary Team in Action 

At Northland Dive  

Diving the Wreck of 
the Canterbury 

mailto:deanne@divehqwest.co.nz
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Boof Michael  
Lawson  

Daniel 
Collier 

CSI27:  

Dive HQ West Tertiary Team 

Our advanced open water group trip up north was epic!! 
Northland dive showed us the Bay of Islands the right way.   In total we did 5 
dives, but of course the Wreck of the Canterbury dive was the most hectic. 
The diving up there was sick az with  huge amounts of different fish, buzzy as 
looking growth plants and incredible landscape. 
The trip up north was so mean I had to go back for round two in the weekend. 
Thank you Northland Dive you guys put on a sick az good show. 
Glad to have these gnarly dives in my log book. 
REECE DAVIDSON 

David  
Curran  

Joseph 
Parsons       

Katrina  
Natua 

Dylan  
Paul

  

Reece 
Davidson 

Leuila 
Tautogil 

CSI28:  

Evangeline 
Smith 

Jamie 
Dell 
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Supporting the People who get us Wet 
Destinations available every Weekend include the Poor Knights, Twin Wrecks, 
Bay of Islands and other destinations available on alternating basis include Lit-
tle Barrier, Hen & Chicks, Gt Barrier, Mokohinaus, Goat Island and Tawha-
ranui. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bookings can be taken for singles or groups.(Minimum numbers apply).  
You can book any of these trips through Dive HQ West Auckland  

Aaron Cooper Tony and Kylie Frost 

Welcome New Members 

Welcome, we look forward to catching up with you all in the club. 

OPENWATER 
Fine Sinisa  James Cooper   Dave Curran 
Daniel Donaldson Leuila Tautogi  Rayne Mokaraka 

Shaun Bates  Rebecca Boyd  Sophie Boyd 

Rosemary Varea 

Milestones 

Evangeline Smith Jamie Dell 

Welcome New Tertiary Member 
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Pizza Ovens 
Wood Fire Pizza Ovens for Hire 

 
FREE delivery with the Auckland area 
FREE wood and paddle hire 
 
Ready made pizzas available at $7, if 
you donôt want to make them yourself. 

 
1 night ð $250 
2 nightsð$400 
 
Staff available if re-
quiredðsmall addi-
tional cost. 
 
Ph: 09-834 7348 
Fax; 09-834 7358 
Mob: 021 913 367 
 

Email: info@leisuredesigns.co.nz 
Website: www.leisuredesigns.co.nz 

¶ Building Warrant Of Fitness 

¶ Fire Protection Audits 

¶ Fire Protection Consulting 

¶ Fire Alarm Alterations 

 

With 20 years experience in the fire protec-

tion and compliance industry I can offer 

you the peace of mind you need when pro-

tecting the lives of the people around you. 

 

 

 

The reason  we are getting great TV reception at 

the Dive Club, is because  TV Reception Co.  

installed our new digital aerial. 

 

Services provided: 

Digital Satellite & TV Aerial Installation  

MATV Systems 

Home Theatre, 

Cabling of Commercial & Residential Premises 

General Maintenance of all  Systems. 

 

Contact: Peter Goodson 

Phone: 09- 818 1111 

Mobile: 021 80 55 82  

E-mail: info@tvreception.co.nz 

Website: www.tvreception.co.nz 

Brick Raffle 
We are  running a raffle to pur-

chase a Freeview Setbox 

 $15 to go into 3 draws 
1st Draw: Canvas Print 

plus Spot X dive book  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2nd Draw: WUDC Dive Log 
plus Spot X dive book  

3rd Draw: WUDC Tee-shirt 
plus Spot X dive book  

 
All entries get a brick with their 
name on it to be added to other 

members who helped build the club 



 

14  www.westernunderwater.org.nz  

LAVACORE has Arrived @ Dive HQ West 
If you are familiar with ñSharkskinò exposure protection garments, then consider the 
new Pinnacle Lavacore range, which retails about 20% cheaper. 
 
Lavacore is a technically advanced fabric, constructed and engineered exclusively for 
water sports requiring the ultimate in thermal control and superior comfort.  
This unique synthetic construction closely matches the stretch and movement of a tra-
ditional Lycra rash vest, whilst providing the insulation qualities similar to that of a neo-
prene wetsuit. Lavacoreôs extreme 4- way stretch nylon Tricot shell, windproof breath-
able inner and close to skin is Polythermôs ultra soft thermal fleece producing the ulti-
mate comfort ï warmth ï weight ratio; a true leader within water sports. Wet or dry, hot 
or cold, Lavacore helps control your core temperature longer. 
 
Inside the core 

1.  Outer Lycra layer is a 180g/sqm knitted nylon warp knit Tricot with water  

 repellent treatment to ensure fast water run off and anti wind chill properties. 
2.  Inter layer is an impermeable breathable micro porous high stretch PU Film 

 which is windproof and breathable allowing perspiration to be drawn away in 
 hot conditions. 
Inner ñPolythermò fleece layer is a 240g/sqm 4 way stretch polyester fleece with elas-
tane. It has anti pill treatment as well as anti microbial treatment to reduce odour and 
eliminate bacteria. 
 
Lavacore Hoods     $69.00 
Lavacore Short Sleeve Shirts    $149.00 
Lavacore Sleeveless Hooded Vests   $179.00 


