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The Bottom Times 

  

September 2010 

 
CLUB COMMITTEE MEETING 

Have your thoughts heard 
Contact a committee member to 

discus your thoughts. 
 

CLUB DIVER DAY 
Matheson Bay 

Saturday 11th September 

Answers To Last Months Questionsé 
 

Which group had a U.K. No. 1 hit in 1981 
with the song ñTainted Loveò? 

ñSOFT CELLò 
 

In which country is Magyar spoken? 
ñHUNGARYò 
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Committee 
President Cameron Smirk Mobile:  021 359 121 
Club Captain Roger Crimmins Mobile: 021 0233 3600 
Secretary Mark Robinson Business:  09 550 8101 
Treasurer Deanne Oxton Business:  09 827 7008 
Photography SIG John Scott  Private:  09 817 8640 
Research Team Mike Percy Mobile:  021 661 832 
Events Jason Bartlett Mobile:  0272 976 551 
Website Kit Bishop Private:  09 838 9605 
Magazine Editor Jason Bartlett Mobile:  0272 976 551 

 

Foreign Correspondents 
 

Brazil: Paulo Machado Paulo@machadoboatdesign.com 
Australia: Sandra Bogun double0trouble@hotmail.com 
Thailand: Mark Anderson whoisbiga@gmail.com 
Fiji Damos Albert dmnsurfer@gmail.com 
Canada Mike Macauly decoscubaboy@gmail.com 

Western Underwater Contacts 
Western Underwater Dive Club Inc. 

5 Portage Road,  New Lynn, Auckland 
Tel: 827-7683 

Club Hours of Operation: 
The club is open every Wednesday and Friday from 7:30pm. 

Advertising Rates: 
Quarter page:  $20.00 / issue 
Half page: $35.00 / issue 
Full page:  $65.00 / issue 

The deadline for contributions, advertising and Letters to the Editor is 10th of 
the month of publishing. The magazine is published on the 17th of the Month 

prior to the month to which it applies.  

Any opinions expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily the opinion of the editor or 
WUDC committee. Anonymous letters to the Editor will not be published. 

For advertising, Letters to the Editor or other enquiries 
Contact the Editor, Jason Bartlett 

0272 976 551 or spook_da_chef@xtra.co.nz. 

Clubrooms  Hireage: 
The club is available for  hire for private functions. Please contact Deanne on 
ph: 827 7008 for function enquiries. 
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The Bottom Line - keeping your diving Passion alive. 

Itôs the start of the Scallop season 
opening on the 1st of September with 
a dive planned for the 11th Septem-
ber at Jones Bay. Originally we had 
planned a Club Diver Day at Goat 
Island Marine Reserve but consider-
ing the early season scallops were 
great last year we just thought we 
could not wait any longer.  
 
Donót forget this is the time we share 
the day with family and friends and I 
will be there hosting the club BBQ 
sizzling sausages and scallops for all 
the discerning folk with the taste of 
social fare and fun. Boats and skip-
pers are always welcome to assist on 
the day. Donót forget, skippers and 
one crew also get a consignment of 
scallops to take home.  
 
Thanks again to Lee Findlay for his 
presentation at the August Monthly 
Meeting. Certainly one begins to un-
derstand what óBOUTIQUEô live 
aboard diving actually means: Individ-
ual Cabins, double beds, dedicated 
photography room, unlimited food 
and drink etc. For anyone who 
missed Leeôs presentation, you can 
read all about it in his July 2010 
magazine article.  
 
This monthôs presentation on the 1st 
September is by Iain Anderson. Iainôs 
book was nominated for the Montana 
Book Awards several years ago, so 
we can look forward to photographs 
of great and exciting adventures. 
Thanks to Benny Larsen for the new 

chalk events board that is hard to 
miss as you come up the stairs to the 
club. The latest club events and no-
tices will be on the chalk board.    
 
August has been a bit of a struggle 
organising events. Firstly Dive Trips 
have been difficult with the weather 
been stormy. One conversion was the 
weather at the moment was typically 
best Tuesday to Thursday...lucky for 
some. 
  
We cancelled/postponed? the mid-
winter Xmas party mainly for lack of 
ticket sales, although we probably left 
it a little too late to make it happen in 
August. I think we will need to drop 
the mid-winter part and just have a X-
mas party instead, been this late in 
the year. So check the Events board 
or future mags for further event an-
nouncements. 
 
For those members that have not pre-

paid subscriptions for the year to Sept 

2011, you will find a subscription in-

voice coming your way, as the Club 

Membership year finishes on the 31st 

August 2010.  

 
Happy Diving, 

Cameron Smirk  

President 
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Club Calendar 

 
 
Wed, Sep 1st  CLUB NIGHT. 
   Guest Speaker - Iain Anderson, club member and 
   renowned photographer, nominated for the  
   Montana Book Awards 2009.  This is definitely a 
   donôt miss night.  
 
 
 
 
Wed, Sep 1st  SCALLOP SEASON IS OPEN. 
   Remember 20 scallops per person per day with a 
   minimum size of 100mm. 
 
Sat, Sep 9th  CLUB COMMITTEE MEETING,  
   Your voice needs to be heard, ask a committee 
   member to bring your opinions to the this meeting. 
 
Sat, Sep 11th  CLUB DIVER DAY, Jones Bay ñSCALLOP DIVEò 
   Make the most of a day with friends and family 
   BBQ Lunch on the beach. 
    
Wed, Sep 15th PHOTO SIG with John Scott. 
 
 
Wed, Oct 6th  CLUB NIGHT. 
 
 
Sat, Oct 9th   CLUB DIVER DAY, Matheson Bay. 
   New diver?, come along and team up with the old 
   hands. 
 
Wed, Oct 20th PHOTO SIG with John Scott. 
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Dive Shop Calendar 
SUPPORTING THE PEOPLE WHO GET US WET 

 
Destinations available every Weekend include the Poor Knights, Twin Wrecks, 
Bay of Islands and other destinations available on alternating basis include Lit-
tle Barrier, Hen & Chicks, Gt Barrier, Mokohinaus, Goat Island and Tawha-
ranui. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Bookings can be taken for singles or groups. 
(Minimum numbers apply).  

You can book any of these trips through Dive HQ West Auckland 
(09)  8277008) or paul@divehqwest.co.nz 

or call in and see us at  
5 Portage Rd, New Lynn.  

The trip is the same price regardless of booking through us or by 
booking direct. 

Call Dive HQ West to book now! 

mailto:paul@divehqwest.co.nz
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Diver Training 
PADI  OPENWATER  DIVE  COURSE  
 
WEEKEND CLASS Starts Saturday 18th September        9am OW1 2nd October 

Cost $399.00  Course run during the day on weekends OW2 3rd October 

EVENING CLASS Starts Tuesday 7th August   6.30pm  OW1 25th September 

Cost $399.00  Monday and Wednesday evenings  OW2 9th October 

DAY CLASS  Starts Monday 27th September 9am OW1 29th September 

$325.00   Course runs over 4 consecutive days OW2 30th September 

Prices vary from as low as $199.00 if you buy your equipment prior to training.   Our 
standard price is $399.00 although we do run private one on one courses on request.   
School holiday courses set for the first week in every term run at $325.00. 
 
PADI ADVANCED OPENWATER COURSE (Dates To Suit) 
Run over one weekend at Northland  Dive.  Includes all training, manuals, international certifi-

cation, accommodation, meals and boat dives, including the Wreck of the Canterbury. 

$550(own gear) or $650 with hire equipment included. 

 
RESCUE COURSE 
Dates set to suit as required ï Call Paul Oxton at Dive HQ West for details. 

Career Diver Training 

Looking for a career change????  Courses available: 

¶ National Certificate in Diving Foundation. 
¶ National Certificate in Diving Leadership. 
¶ Diploma in Professional Scuba Instruction ï graduating as an Ad-

vanced Scuba Dive Instructor with 5 specialty ratings. 
¶ National Certificate in Retail. 
¶ National Certificate in Adult Education and Training. 
¶ Certificate In Medic First Aid Instruction. 

ENROLLING NOW FOR MID YEAR START             email deanne@divehqwest.co.nz 

Next Diploma intake commencing end of January 2011.  
Student Loans apply for these courses.  

*Dive HQ West Auckland is an approved delivery site of The Academy 
of Diving. 

mailto:deanne@divehqwest.co.nz
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www.westernunderwater.org.nz 
The website should be a centre for members to keep up to date with diving ac-
tivitiesðkeeping your diving passion alive! 
 
Every WUDC member can provide content, photos, trip reports etc.  Simply 
email Kit the website manager and send the content to him. 
 
Please visit and contribute forums, articles, reports, photos etc.  Communicate 
and organise trips. 
 
NEW regular blog: Delicious monthly sea food recipes by JasonðSpook da 
Chef!  

Make this website your success! 

Diving Online 

Question Du Mois 
How many tentacles does a squid have? 

What was one of the original uses of shark skin? 
Email your answers to SpookDM@Hotmail.com 
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We had spent the weekend in Northland.  
The original intention was to dive the 
Rainbow Warrior, but when we got out to 
where she was supposed to be the buoy 
was missing and we couldnôt find the 
wreck on the fish finder.  Having spent 
half of Saturday afternoon looking for her 
before diving on the reefs round the 
Cavalli Islands we gave up on the Warrior 
and on Sunday headed out towards Flat 
Island   
 
We had just come up from gentle shallow 
dive round the edge of Mahinepua Bay 
and were about to do the usual ñbeached 
whaleò impression as we hauled our-
selves up on to the boat (is there a digni-
fied way of getting on an inflatable boat?).  
Jo spotted her first.  A lump on the sea 
near the beach, then a temporary foun-
tain.  ñA whale!ò came out as a sort of 
shriek, but the exclamation mark was 
clear.  A few seconds later she was 
closer, and the odd pale lump on her 
back was clearly visible.  The third time 
she surfaced we could see that the 
ñlumpò was actually a calf. 
 
While we had been mesmerised by this 
spectacle Glen had already decided that 
he needed to get the boat out of her path.  
He handed the camera back and told us 
to move away from the boat.  As he hur-
ried out of her way we were left in the 
water (still with fins and masks) with this 
amazing lady heading our way. 
 
At first it seemed as though she would 
pass twenty metres or so from us.  The 
visibility was not great so weôd only see 
her on the surface.  As she got closer she 
obviously decided that we were worth a 
closer look and headed straight for us.  
She was about 15 metres long with a calf 

swimming on her back.  She went under-
water to look at us and did a complete 
circle, passing only a few metres from us.  
Her sheer size overwhelmed us.   
 
Too large to photograph at such close 
range, the best Michelle could manage 
was a shot of half her tail, just before we 
realised what would happen if she inad-
vertently clipped us with the four metres 
of power. 
 
Once she had circled us we assumed 
that our encounter was over and looked 
at each other speechless (which is un-
usual for both of us).  Before we could 
compose ourselves her huge head, en-
crusted with barnacles surfaced about 
four metres away and paused, just long 
enough to look us in the eye.  For that 
split second she held us in her gaze, be-
fore deciding that we nothing more than a 
passing curiosity and continued on her 
way. 
 
Glen had watched the interaction from a 
distance and, when she and her calf had 
swan away, brought the boat back to col-
lect us.  We recovered from our speech-
less trance very quickly and both spoke 
at once, recounting every detail about our 
experience to Glen, who kept smiling, 
nodding and reminding us that he has 
seen the whole thing from a distance.   
 
Glen may have watched us, but he could 
never have felt as privileged as we did, 
actually feeling a connection with that 
beautiful mother and child.  It was a spe-
cial bond that we chatted about non-stop 
on the three hour drive home later. 
 

The Right WhaleðMichelle Bishop 
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The Right Whale. 
 
Once we got home we compared the 
photos and our recollections with a text 
book on whales.  (ñWhales of the Worldò 
by Lyall Watson) She was uniformly dark 
in colour, while her calf was much paler.  
She had no dorsal fin, but instead carried 
her calf on her back.  She was in shallow 
water and from the right angle produced 
a V shaped fountain when she blew. 
 
Her appearance and behaviour suggests 
that she was a Great Right Whale (also 
known as Southern Right Whale).  These 
whales were named because they were 
considered the right whale to hunt as they 
are slow moving (compared to other 
whales), frequently found in shallow 
coastal waters and are very rich in oils.   
 
Their population was reduced to critical 
levels after extensive whaling in the nine-
teenth century, but they are now pro-
tected.  Estimates of their population vary 
between two and eight thousand world 
wide (this includes both the Southern and 
Northern Right Whales, which are now 
believed to be the same species) 
 
Since they are used to shallow, coastal 
waters, they rarely strand.  They usually 
give birth in winter in shallow bays.  The 
calf stays with itôs mother for up to three 
years, until she mates again. 
 
Much to our relief they are toothless 
whales. 

 

Michelle Bishop 

Bennyôs Funny  
 
 
Two great white sharks swimming 
in the ocean spied survivors of a 
sunken ship. 
"Follow me son" the father shark 
said to the son shark and they 
swam to the mass of people. 
"First we swim around them a few 
times with just the tip of our fins 
showing." 
And they did.  "Well done, son! 
Now we swim around them a few 
times with all of our fins showing." 
And they did. 
"Now we eat everybody." And they 
did. 
When they were both gorged, the 
son asked,  
"Dad, why didn't we just eat them 
all at first?  
Why did we swim around and 
around them?" 
His wise father replied,  
"Because they taste better without 
the shit inside!" 
 
 
 
 
Thanks Benny 
Keep em coming 
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Dolphin Encounter - Mark Stoneman 

On the 22
nd

 of August 2010 Paul Garguilo 
and Mark Stoneman had taken their open 
water class of eleven student divers to 
Jones Bay for training dive No. 3 & 4 after 
going to Lake Pupuke for dive No. 1 & 2 
the day before, the water temperature in 
the Lake was only 10degrees where we 
all needed hoods and gloves for our two 
20 minute dives and most students were 
too cold. 
 
We arrived at Jones Bay by 10.15am and 
did our briefing, I remember thinking that 
apart from a few scallops and some 
horse mussel shells that there was not 
much for the students to see on dive 3.    
 
After that we had lunch for an hour then 
briefed them for dive 4 which involved a 
hover and some compass work.   Off we 
went and as we were doing the compass 
work in about 8 metres of water I looked 
up to see a large flash of silver and a dor-
sal fin.     
 
My first reaction was it was a shark but 
soon realised it was going too fast to be a 
shark and then they arrived back in full 
view.   There were four full sized dolphins 
one of which went right up to one of the 
students about 200mm away from his 
face and then they all started to interact 
and play with us for the next  40 minutes.    
 
They played and came right into the shal-
lows playing and leaping out of the water, 
one of them played with the rope on the 
buoy I was towing in so I had a tug of war 
with a full size dolphin for ten minutes of 
which I lost and was going backwards for 
a while.    
 
The four dolphins played for about 40 
minutes, a passerby could not resist and 

so stripped down to his undies and swam 
out to play with them, talk about spur of 
the moment.    
 
After the students had played with the 
dolphins for about 40 minutes I asked 
them to get out of the water, not a hope 
they continued to play on the surface for 
20 minutes more before leaving the bay.    
 

What an amazing experience with these 

majestic creatures.    

This was a once in a lifetime experience 

that I will always remember.   In 120 

dives I have never seen them before let 

alone interacted with them for such a 

length of time.    

You can imagine how the students felt 

seeing that on dive                            No.4 

ï very special and they soon forgot about 

any problems they had with equipment. 

 

Mark Stoneman 
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Dive HQ West On The Web 

Check out Dive HQ Westôs new web site até 
www.divehqwest.co.nz 
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The Underwater Photography Special Interest Group (SIG) 

 
The Underwater Photography SIG welcomes anyone from absolute be-
ginner to expert to meet on the third Wednesday of each month, you 
donôt even need to own a camera. 
 
If you would like to take better pictures when you are diving or just enjoy 
looking at underwater photographs or video then come along to our in-
formal get-together, we start at 8.00. At each SIG meeting we share our 
images or videos from local trips or tropical destinations. Each month we 
will also focus on improving some of the techniques or technical knowl-
edge that will help improve the way we take underwater photos. 
 
 
http://picasa.google.com/ 
 
 
Picasa is Googleôs free photo editing software which is versatile and 
easy to use. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Presentations for 2010 will include. 

Award winning photos from around the world 
How to set up and use an underwater camera 
Doôs and donôts of underwater photography 
Composing the perfect picture 
Lighting underwater ï Ambient vs Flash Photography 
Exposure, White balance & ISO 
Underwater Video photography 
How to create a slide show 
How to correct and improve your pictures on a computer 
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Milestones 

JUNIOR OPENWATER 
Jacob Halliday 

OPENWATER 
Caleb Saunders  Eve Decker  Amy Wannan 
George Stretch   Fairmond Popata Zain Hasham 
Blake Montague  Adam Montague Joseph Lawson 
 
ADVANCED OPEN WEATER 
Dion Anderson  Lucien Bonne Hamish Brown 
Roderick Matenga  Domonic Hauiti Georgie Dysart 
Warren Stretch 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Sincere congratula-
tions to all! Well 

Done! 
 

Re-Newing Members 

Clive Britain. 
 
Welcome back, we look forward to seeing you in the club and out there 
diving. 
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Dive HQ West Tertiary Team Update (CSI26) 
Okay, here we are again, another update 
on the tertiary team csi26. 
 
My name is Lucien Bonne (aka Germany) 
and I am one of the full-time students at 
Dive HQ West.    
This month it is my turn to let you guys 
know what we have been up to over the 
last few weeks.   Well, where do I 
starté? Maybe with the trip up north to 
the Cowshed!   As part of our course the 
class drove all the way up to Northland to 
dive some of the most amazing dive sites 
in New Zealand. 
It all started on a Monday at around 6am 
in the morning.   The moment Roger 
turned up in the van, we just loaded up 
the trailer and off we went.   It took us 
about 3 to 4 hours to get there, a place 
that seemed so far away from everything. 
 
The first thing all of us realized was that 
there was no reception!   Now, seven 
young people and no mobile phone re-
ception, I did not think any of us were 
going to survive that!   Once we unloaded 
the trailer and put our personal belong-
ings in our rooms, we started preparing 
our first dive.   We got all our gear ready 
and loaded it up on the boat.   Off we 
went again, the scenery on our way to the 
bay where the boat was, was just breath-
taking.    
Iôve never seen anything like it.   I quickly 
forgot about my phone, which was still 
sitting in my pocket without reception.   
Once at the beach we put on our wetsuits 
and made our way towards the boat, 
where we got our safety briefing.   After 
that we all boarded and made our  way 
towards the open water.   
We quickly arrived at our first dive site 
where we geared up and planned our 
dive.   Once we did that, we were free to 
go and explore the underwater world of 

the north.   The moment we descended I 
realized the sheer beauty of the place.  
10+metres of visibility and an amount of 
aquatic life that Iôve not experienced be-
fore.    
After two dives that day we headed back 
towards the Cow Shed, where we logged 
our dives and relaxed for the rest of the 
day.   On the second day we went for our 
first wreck dive.   The F421  HMS Canter-
bury!   I can say without a doubt that she 
is a beauty!   The deepest part of the ship 
is at 36 metres and she stands in an up-
right position which makes her a great 
wreck to dive. 
 
Well, I could go on about Northland, the 
Canterbury, the Cow Shed and all the 
beauties of the place, but it would take 
forever to write down.   So why donôt you 
check it out yourself!   I promise you it is 
well worth it. 
Thank you for reading and we wish you 
all the best! 
 

Led by the infamousé 
Roger Crimmins 
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Monthly Recipe. Hamish 
Brown 

Georgie 
Dysaght 

Roderick 
Matenga 

Dominic 
Hauiti 

Warren 
Stretch 

Rachel 
Pauling 

Dion 
Anderson 

Oysters Gratin 
2 doz Oysters 
2 Slice Bread (Bread Crumbs) 
2 Tbsp Grated Parmesan 
1/2 tsp Cracked Pepper 
1 tsp Thyme 
1 tsp Parsley (Chopped) 
 
Combine all eingedients except 
oyster in a food processor.   
 
Sprinjkle over oysters in the half 
shell, sprinkle with a little butter and 
grill until golden on top. 
 
Serve with a sauce made fromé 
100 ml Sherry 
200 ml Cream 
Juice of 1 Lemon 
50 g Melted Butter 
 
Reduce Sherry, Cream and lemon 
juice by 1/2, whisk in the butter. 
 
Check seasoning and serve. 
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LAVACORE has Arrived @ Dive HQ West 
If you are familiar with ñSharkskinò exposure protection garments, then consider the 
new Pinnacle Lavacore range, which retails about 20% cheaper. 
 
Lavacore is a technically advanced fabric, constructed and engineered exclusively for 
water sports requiring the ultimate in thermal control and superior comfort.  
This unique synthetic construction closely matches the stretch and movement of a tra-
ditional Lycra rash vest, whilst providing the insulation qualities similar to that of a neo-
prene wetsuit. Lavacoreôs extreme 4- way stretch nylon Tricot shell, windproof breath-
able inner and close to skin is Polythermôs ultra soft thermal fleece producing the ulti-
mate comfort ï warmth ï weight ratio; a true leader within water sports. Wet or dry, hot 
or cold, Lavacore helps control your core temperature longer. 
 
Inside the core 

1.  Outer Lycra layer is a 180g/sqm knitted nylon warp knit Tricot with water  

 repellent treatment to ensure fast water run off and anti wind chill properties. 
2.  Inter layer is an impermeable breathable micro porous high stretch PU Film 

 which is windproof and breathable allowing perspiration to be drawn away in 
 hot conditions. 
Inner ñPolythermò fleece layer is a 240g/sqm 4 way stretch polyester fleece with elas-
tane. It has anti pill treatment as well as anti microbial treatment to reduce odour and 
eliminate bacteria. 
 
Lavacore Hoods     $69.00 
Lavacore Short Sleeve Shirts    $149.00 
Lavacore Sleeveless Hooded Vests   $179.00 
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