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RISK 
 
To gain that which is worth having, it may be necessary to lose 
everything else. Bernadette Devlin – Irish politician. She was 

elected as the youngest member of the British House of 
Commons (1969 – 1974). B.1947. 

Quiz 
The first correct entry drawn at the Club meeting on Wednesday 3rd September wins a Seven Tenth’s Diving 

T Shirt of their choice courtesy of Dive HQ West Auckland. 
 

1) Who rediscovered the Tek sing wreck and was responsible for the recovery of the 
porcelain? 

2) What year did the Tek Sing sink? 
3) What does the Tek Sing translate to mean? 

4) Who auctioned the pieces recovered from the Tek Sing? 
5) The auction of the porcelain was the longest auction on record. How long did it run? 
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Date Opening 

Time 
What’s Happening 

Wednesday    3 rd Sept 7pm Club Meeting – Guest Speaker 
Dave Moran 

Thursday        4th Sept 7pm Manukau Sports Fishing Club  

Friday             5th Sept 7pm Club Night 

Wednesday 10 th Sept 7pm Marine Biology Night 
Guests – Jennifer Nickel, Sylvia Scali & Tom 

Trnski 
Friday           12 th Sept 7pm Rocky Horror Picture Show Party Night 

Wednesday 17th Sept 7pm Club Night 

Thursday    18 th Sept 7.30pm Committee Meeting 

Friday           19th Sept 7pm Club Night 

Wednesday   24th Sept 7pm Club Night 

Friday            26th Sept 7pm Club Night 

Tuesday        30th Sept 7pm Caving Club 

 
Guest Speakers Coming up! 

 
 
 

Club Meeting Wednesday 1st October. Truk (Chuuk) Lagoon – Flora & Fauna – Ian 
Skipworth. 

 
 

Club Meeting Wednesday 5th November. Stewart Island – The Russian Connection – 
Peter Crabb. 
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The Bottom Line - Presidents Page – September 2008 
 
 
Well those that did not make the August Club Night missed a good one!  Roger Grace was 
the speaker, and he gave an excellent presentation on a 2 month trip he did in 2006 aboard 
the Rainbow Warrior, when he basically circumnavigated the Mediterranean Sea.  Roger 
was on board in his capacity as the Greenpeace stills photographer, and what a trip he had.  
Starting in northern Italy, they followed the coast around through Greece & Turkey to 
Croatia, stopping at various cities along the way.  Then they headed across to southern 
France and on to Spain.  The diving looked quite good – beautiful clear blue water in the 
main but, apart from an Italian marine reserve, distinctly lacking in much fish life.  Still 
you can’t have it all.  Some people get all the good jobs! 
Prize winners on the night were: 
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As well last month, John Scott ran a special Photography evening.  John did an excellent 
presentation highlighting his good and bad photographs and pointing out the key aspects 
that make the difference between getting an award winning shot versus another one that 
goes in the bin.  He also discussed some basic principles of photography and gave some 
handy tips on using point and shoot cameras.  All in all it was a very informative and fun 
evening and enjoyed by those that attended.  John was sufficiently encouraged that he will 
be running more of these evenings so if you are into underwater photography, or thinking 
about getting into it, I strongly encourage you to come along.  I guarantee you will learn 
something and have some fun at the same time. 
Dave Sherry has done a great job in creating two themed events for months of September 
(Rocky Horror) and October (Young Guns).  The club is extremely reliant on revenue from 
bar sales, so please come along and support these events.  Make the effort, get in the spirit 
and I am sure it will be a fun night.  See the club mag for details. 
The weather seems to finally be starting to improve, and the Scallop season opens on 1 
September, so there are plenty of reasons to get wet!  A club scallop dive has been 
organised for 6 September at Cornwallis.  There is no charge for this, so if you’ve always 
wanted to try diving the Manukau, this is your opportunity, and you’re also sure to get a 
few scollies as well. 
The most pressing issue for the committee at present is securing the future of the club 
rooms.  We are still in discussions with the landlord, as well as looking at other fall back 
options.  This process is taking some time but I expect to be able to provide something 
more definitive on this issue in the not too distant future.  Expected future club revenues 
are an integral part of this in determining what we can afford to pay. 
Like a number of club members, I am away in warmer climes (Fiji in my case) in the early 
part of September, and unable to attend Club Night.  However I will see you down the club 
in the near future.  Happy diving! 
 
 
Lee Findlay 
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New NZ Wreck Dive? – Club member Jason Bartlett sent these pictures 
through from his brother’s camera of a vessel that got broken up off Fairway Reef – 
Doubtless Bay by a strong easterly a few months ago. He is going to try and get some shots 
of what is left when he is next up that way. 
Thanks Jason. 
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Snippets 
Biggest Cray Competition 
New member Gary Wihongi is the only member to weigh in a cray for this season. Gary caught a 
beauty, a 4.3kg packhorse at Triangle Island, Karekare Peninsula on the 15th December 2007. Gary 
was aboard the charter vessel Intrepid and the skipper Roy verified the weight. There is also a great 
photo of the cray covering the length of Gary’s Scuba cylinder! 
Could take a bit of beating this one!  
Most Interesting Artefact Competition 
Two entries registered so far this season by Damos Albert who recovered an old parking meter form 
Lake Pupuke on the 17th April 2008 and from Paul Collinson with a bait runner reel, and rod set 
found at Bird Island, BOI on the 28th January 2008. 
Club Draw 
Be in to win the club draw, drawn at the monthly meeting on the 1st Wednesday of each month. 
You do not have to be at the monthly meeting to win the draw. If your name is drawn and you are 
not present at the time of the draw, you are still a winner! Each time you come down to the 
clubrooms for a drink and support the club, be sure to register your name at the bar with the person 
on duty. The more times you are in the clubrooms, then the more chances you receive in the draw! 
The prize is a $50 voucher each month to be redeemed at Dive HQ West Auckland. The Western 
Underwater Dive Club sponsors the voucher. 
E-Mail Contact 
If you wish to receive your magazine by e-mail, rather than having it posted, please send your e-
mail address to paul@divehqwest.co.nz. 
Purchase you own Club Glass 
Purchasing your own club glass / handle at the bar in the clubrooms at a cost of $10 per year, 
enables you to receive a discount on your drinks when using your glass. An example of the discount 
is a handle of beer becomes $3.00 instead of the $4.00 normally charged. We even give you your 
first drink in the glass complimentary! Ask at the bar for details on either a wine, beer or spirit 
glass. 
Club Pennant for Sale 
Support you club and fly a club pennant. Two types available, blue with white (small) $20.00 each 
or Blue with Gold (large) $35.00.  Purchase from either the Clubrooms, or from the shop. 
Club Reunion Polo Shirts for Sale:  
Club shirts are available for purchase from bar staff in the clubrooms. 
Welcome   
New Members 
Renewing Members 
Samantha Happy Lee Findlay  Niv Findlay  Paul Collinson 
Peter Callagher  Danny Pavlovich Tyrone & Natasha Van Graan 
Bryce, Jordana & Callum Olliver 

Congratulations 
PADI Open Water 
Jarrod Bolton  Shaun Walters  Murray Bruges  Sara Howarth 
Garth McCullough Graeme Bruges  Alister Taylor  Glen Seagar  
Jeff Hall  Dylan Swain  Xiaodong Wang Glen Penetana   
Eric Panui  Shelley Hill  Grant Adams  Fletcher Adams 
Justen Maxwell-McGinn 
PADI Advanced Open Water 
Logan Thomas Coral Porter  Kane Subritzky Shaila Studd 
Chris West 
Padi Rescue Diver 
Coral Porter  Paul Gargiulo  Kane Subritzky Logan Thomas 
Regan Kerr 
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The ‘holy grail’ of shipwrecks  

HMS Ontario was found at the bottom of Lake Ontario by divers from Rochester  

By Amanda Street . Jul 18, 2008  

Last month, Jim Kennard and Dan Scoville found the “holy grail” of 
shipwrecks. After three years searching 250 square miles, the diving pair from 
Rochester, N.Y., found the HMS Ontario — the oldest known shipwreck in the waters 
of Lake Ontario. The British war ship sank 228 years ago en route to Fort Haldimand 
on Carleton Island at the east end of the lake. It was Oct. 31, 1780. The ship was a few 
hours into its voyage from Fort Niagara when it encountered a sudden strong gale. 
There were 120 lives lost, including a number of American prisoners. “It really is the 
holy grail of Great Lake shipwrecks,” Kennard said from his home in Rochester. The 
duo have not revealed the exact location of the Ontario, only saying it rests in “very 
deep water” somewhere between Niagara-on-the-Lake and Rochester. Of the search, 
Kennard said it was much like mowing the lawn, a lot of back and forth over the same 
area. But finding a wreck makes up for all the tedious work, he said. “It equates to 
climbing a mountain for the first time,” he said. “But when you’re the first person to 
ever see the ship since it went down, it’s an adventure.”Kennard has found nearly 200 
ships in the past 35 years. He first set out to find the Ontario in 1973 with a home-
made sonar unit. He soon gave up.It wasn’t until a few years ago, when he met 
Scoville, that the Ontario came back to the forefront.The duo have found a number of 
wrecks in the Great Lake and plan to continue their search for more. But Kennard 
said he doubts any will top the discovery of the HMS Ontario. It is estimated there are 
more than 4,000 shipwrecks below the surface of the Great Lakes. About 1,750 have 
been found in Lake Erie alone. Of the estimated 4,000 wrecks, a little more than half 
have been discovered. The rest lie waiting beneath the surface to be discovered. 

* * * 

In 1991, a blip appeared on Jim Garrington’s sonar while towing another boat. It was 
years before he could return to the site and look deeper.When he was finally able to 
get back to the site, Garrington made a great discovery.A camera lowered into the 
depths of Lake Ontario just off Port Dalhousie revealed the deck of a large ship. 
Lying in 110 feet of water was a two masted schooner and so began hundreds of hours 
of diving, filming, photographing and researching. Garrington invited four fellow 
divers to join him on his research project. David Gilchrist was one of them. The team 
was documenting all the details of the 94-foot ship, taking measurements, 
photographing every last detail. There was no excavation allowed under the Ontario 
Heritage Act. 

While carrying out the underwater research the team was also researching ships lost 
in the area. They came across the Henry Clay. Built in Oswego, N.Y., in 1931 the 
Henry Clay was lost on its maiden voyage. Carrying 700 barrels of salt and bound for 
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Cleveland, the ship was caught in a sudden gale-force wind. There were seven 
passengers on board the ship when it got stuck in the storm. Three survived. “We 
know the Henry Clay went down near where the shipwreck was found,” Gilchrist 
said. “But we’ve never been able to find any solid indication that the wreck is that of 
the Henry Clay.” It is known as the Tiller wreck, after the mechanism used to steer 
the ship. It’s been frustrating for Gilchrist, who has devoted hundreds of hours to the 
project. Some of the evidence they have collected point towards the wreck being that 
of the Henry Clay, while other evidence make it near impossible for the two ships to 
be the same. The Henry Clay weighed 64 tonnes which, according to Gilchrist, is 
typical of a 60- to 70-foot ship. The Tiller wreck measures 94 feet. “It doesn’t fit,” 
Gilchrist said. “But at the same time there aren’t too many vessels known to have 
gone down in that area.” The project ended a number of years ago, but Gilchrist 
plans to resurrect the investigation, hopefully with the help of Parks Canada, which 
recently embarked on a research project on the Hamilton and Scourge, two War of 
1812 wrecks which lie not far off from the resting place of the Tiller. What impresses 
Gilchrist about the wreck is how intact it is nearly 180 years after it went down. “If 
you raised it out of the water, it looks like it would sail away,” he said.  The vessel is a 
significant find. It’s a transitional ship. The layout is in between those built before and 
after the canal.  “It would definitely have fit through the first canal,” Gilch rist said, 
adding that was where the Henry Clay was headed on her ill-fated maiden voyage. 
“It’s the only wreck of its type known to exist in the lake.” The design of the ship nails 
down a build date between 1830 and 1850. There are no registration numbers or 
tonnage numbers on the ship to properly identify it. The team has had to dig deep to 
find any information. The Tiller wreck was made a public dive site in early 2000. 
Since then artifacts have been lifted from the vessel, even though under the Ontario 
Heritage Act removing items from shipwrecks is punishable by law. Plates, bottles 
and other items have been taken. Such items are useful identification tools if an 
excavation were to be carried out, Gilchrist said. What keeps Gilchrist intrigued is the 
mystery behind the wreck, something he one day hopes to solve. “You really get into 
the story and history of the wreck,” he said. “It’s examining history right at the 
bottom.” 

 

AT A GLANCE - HMS Ontario 

Built in October 1779 at Carleton Island and launched the following May. The British 
war ship measured 80 feet long and weighed 226 tonnes. The ship was lost in a sudden 
storm en route to Fort Haldimand Oct. 31, 1780. There were 120 people aboard the 
ship when it went down, including a number of American prisoners.  

Tiller wreck 

The Tiller wreck was discovered in 1991 by Jim Garrington. A few years later a team 
of four divers embarked on a research project on the wreck. Little is known about the 
wreck, which lies six miles off Port Dalhousie. It is believed the wreck could be that of 
the Henry Clay, which went down in a strong gale in 1931 near the mouth of the 
Welland Canal. The team has not been able to find any conclusive evidence the wreck 
is that of the Henry Clay.  
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Mexican Navy Seal! 

 

Competition 

 
Don’t I look cute? Give me a name and write a suitable caption for my 
photo. The best name and caption will win a trip to the Poor Knights 
with Yukon Charters courtesy of Dive HQ West Auckland. 
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Following on from John and Lee’s photographic workshop last month, this is 
another FREE informative workshop brought to you through the Western 
Underwater Dive Club via the Research Team. An evening that should 
definitely not to be missed by all those interested in Marine biology and 
research or indeed those interested in our seas. 

 

Support this night and the research Team with your 
presence and start making the most out of your club!  
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Western Underwater Dive Club 
presents 

 
 

Starring 
�����

 

Friday 12 th  September 2008, 
7:30PM 

 

 
 
 

HELP NEEDED TO DO THE 

Time Warp 
again! 

 
Contact Dave Sherry dsherry@osiris.co.nz (put “Time warp” in the subject field 

pelase) 
Fancy Dress, Rice etc Essential! 
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All Welcome! 
6th September 2007 
Cornwallis Beach 

 
Join us for the first Club scallop dive of the season! 

 
First – the Dive! 

Rendezvous Cornwallis Beach at 13:00 Sharp 
(High Tide 14:00) 

Small Boat owners 
Bring your boats! 

Non-Divers! 
Get an allowance by crewing on someone’s boat 

DON’T FORGET THE MUSSELS! 

 
Second the Cook – off! 

Dive HQ West gift voucher to the heaviest scallop catch within 
legal limits! 

 
 

Scallop Barbie and sausage sizzle at the Club 
Bar will be open! 

Bring your favourite Scallop recipe! 
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Upcoming Dive Trips  
Get into NZ’s great winter diving! 

 
 
Enjoy the great winter water clarity! Dive trips available every weekend 

to the Aldermans, Northland / Bay of Islands, Poor Knights or Twin 
Wrecks. Mid week options available as well!! Ring Shop to book. 

 
September 2008 

 
Many of the club members are sunning themselves in Tonga and watching whales for the 
first part of the month and we celebrate the start of the scallop season with a family day at 
Cornwallis and then returning to the club for a few high jinks. There are however plenty of 
other trips available to the outer islands to enjoy the superb late winter / early spring 
conditions and visibility. 
 
 
Sat 6th   Cornwallis Scallop Dive  Cornwallis  1300 hours  FOC 
Sun 7th  Hen & Chicks   Apollo   Leigh   $140 
Sat 13th  Aldermans   Tairua Dive    Tairua  $125 
Sat 13th  Little Barrier   Apollo   Leigh  $110 
Sun 14th  Sail Rock/Hen Is  Apollo   Leigh  $120 
Sat 20th  Wreck of the Canterbury Northland Dive   BOI  $80 
Sat 20th  Leigh Reef / Leigh Coast Apollo   Leigh  $80 
Sun 21st  Poor knights   Yukon   Tutukaka $125  
Sun 21st  Mokohinaus   Apollo   Leigh  $140 
Sat 27th  Little Barrier   Apollo   Leigh   $110 
Sat 27th  Aldermans   Tairua Dive    Tairua  $125 
Sun 28th  Hen & Chicks   Apollo   Leigh  $140 

 
Plenty of other options available each weekend. Where 
do you want to go? Midweek boats to the Poor Knights 

and other destinations are also available. 
�� Indicates Club Trips. 

 
NB. Each weekend, most of the charter boats operate on a daily basis. 

Bookings can be taken for singles or groups. (Minimum numbers apply). You can book any of 
these trips through Dive HQ West Auckland (09 – 8277008) or paul@divehqwest.co.nz or call 
in and see us at 5 Portage Rd, New Lynn. The trip is the same price regardless of booking 
through us or by booking direct. 

Call Dive HQ West to book now! 
 

Phone : 8277008 
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Western Underwater Dive Club 
Presents 

 

YOUNG GUNS! 

 
 

Starring 
�����

 

WEDNESDAY 15TH OCTOBER 2008 
 

STARTS AT 7:45PM 
 

GUNS AND TARGETS SUPPLIED 
 

YOU 
 

BRING YOUR COWBOY HAT, YOUR SHARPEST EYE AND 
QUICKEST DRAW FOR A SHOOT OUT! 

 
SAUSAGE SIZZLE AND NIBBLES SUPPLIED! 
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Diver Training 
 
 
 

PADI Open Water Dive Course 
 

Structured Price Schedule - Open water Course priced from as little as $150.00!!! 
 

Evening Class starts Monday 1st September 
School holidays Special $225 - Day Class starts Tuesday 30th September 

Weekend Class starts Friday 17th October 
 
 
 

PADI Advanced Open Water Course 
 

Enjoy a weekend’s diving with Northland Dive including a dive on the Wreck of the 
Canterbury, 2 nights accommodation, meals and air fills and return home a qualified 

Padi Advanced Open Water diver. 
Weekend of 4th and 5th October – Cost $550.00 (Own Gear) or $650.00 (with Hire 

gear) 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Career Courses: 
Looking for a change in career? 

 
 
 
Courses available 

�� Entry Level and Leadership Skills in Diving – Rescue Diver or Divemaster. 
�� Diploma Level Qualifications – graduate as an Advanced Scuba Dive 

Instructor with 5 specialty ratings. 
�� National Certificate in Retail (Level 3) 
�� National Certificate in Adult Education and Training (Level 4). 
Enrolling now for start January 2009. Student Loans apply for these courses. 

 
 
 

�� Dive HQ West Auckland is an approved delivery site of EMP NZ ltd. – The 
Academy. 
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Committee Contacts and Club Rules  
 
Contacts: 
   

 
President 

 
Lee Findlay 

 
Mobile:        021 905727 

 
Vice President 

 
Paul Oxton 

 
Business:       8277008 
 

 
Secretary 

 
Jo McKinnon 

 
Mobile:       027 2761749 

 
Treasurer 

 
Cameron Smirk 

 
Private:        8179982 
Mobile:        021359121 

 
Club Captain 

 
Willie Ritson 

 
Mobile:        0211700124 
 

Committee Andrew Fergusson 
John Scott 
Mike Percy 
Deanne Oxton 
Sandra Bogun 
Dave Sherry  

Mobile:        027 2802019 
Private:        8178640 
Mobile:        021 661832 
Business:     8277008 
Mobile:        027 6771986 
Mobile:        021 449650 

 
General Rules: 

 
1. No club member shall put the Club’s name in disrepute. 
2. The Committee reserves the right to terminate the membership of any Club Member who 

does not conform to Club standards. 
 
Club Trip Rules: 
 

1. Dive Masters / Dive Controllers must be obeyed at all times by all persons on a Club Trip. 
2. Divers diving on a Club trip must be qualified through a recognised diver-training program. 
3. Maximum dive depth allowed on Club Trips is 30 metres unless prior arrangement is made 

with the Dive Master / Dive Controller. Maximum with Dive Masters / Dive Controllers 
permission with proper safety equipment is 39 metres. 

4. All persons must abide by Fisheries regulations when on Club trips. 
5. Payment on Club dive trips: 

Day trips to be paid in full at time of booking 
Weekend or extended trips require a 25% deposit at the time of booking with the balance to 
be paid at least 2 days prior to departure. 
Refunds will only be made if the trip is cancelled. 

 
House Rules: 

1. All persons entering the Clubrooms shall be card-holding members.  
2. A current card-holding club member must sign in guests coming into the Clubrooms. The club 

member then accepts responsibility for the behaviour of their guest(s). 
3. Under licensing regulations, the Duty Manager must be obeyed. 
4. There is to be no alcohol brought into the Clubrooms. 

 
 

The committee reserves the rights to amend these ru les as necessary.
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Winter Trading Hours   Monday – Friday   10am – 8pm 
     Saturday   10am – 5pm 
     Sunday   10am – 1pm 

   


