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The Bottom Times 

October 2011 
Issue: 225 

CLUB SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Due 1 September 

 

Rugby World Cup Nights 
on the big screen  

- keeping your diving Passion alive - 

CLUB Meeting 5th October 
Speaker: Bruce Reid CEO of NZ 

Coastguard 
 

35th Club Anniversary Celebrations 
28,29,30 Oct 

Twoband anemonefish (Amphiprion bicintus), Nembalan Rock, Solomons, Photo: Katy Tapling 
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Magazine 
Editor Jason Bartlett Mobile:  0272 976 551 
Sub-Editor Cameron Smirk Mobile:  021 359 121 
 

Foreign Correspondents 
Brazil: Paulo Machado Paulo@machadoboatdesign.com 
Australia: Sandra Bogun double0trouble@hotmail.com 
Thailand: Mark Anderson whoisbiga@gmail.com 
Fiji Damos Albert dmnsurfer@gmail.com 
Canada Mike Macauly decoscubaboy@gmail.com 

 
Dive Club Committee 

President Cameron Smirk Mobile:  021 359 121 
Vice President Deanne Oxton Business: 09 827 7008 
Club Captain Roger Crimmins Mobile: 021 0233 3600 
Secretary Mark Robinson Business:  09 550 8101 
Treasurer Deanne Oxton Business:  09 827 7008 
Photography SIG John Scott  Private:  09 817 8640 
Research Team Mike Percy Mobile:  021 661 832 
Dive Coordinator Boof Mobile: 021 259 0630 
Event Coordinator Michael Meisner Mobile: 021 0246 1540   
 

Western Underwater Contacts 
Western Underwater Dive Club Inc. 

5 Portage Road,  New Lynn, Auckland, Tel: 827-7683 

Club Hours of Operation: 
The club is open every Wednesday and Friday from 7:30pm to 10:30pm 

Advertising Rates: 
Quarter page:  $20.00 / issue 
Half page: $35.00 / issue 
Full page:  $65.00 / issue 

The deadline for contributions, advertising and Letters to the Editor is 10th of 
the month of publishing. The magazine is published on the 17th of the Month 

prior to the month to which it applies.  

Any opinions expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily the opinion of the editor or 
WUDC committee. Anonymous letters to the Editor will not be published. 

For advertising, Letters to the Editor or other enquiries 
Contact the Editor, Jason Bartlett 

Mob: 0272 976 551 or spookdm@xtra.co.nz 

Clubrooms  Hireage: 
The club is available for  hire for private functions. Please contact Deanne on 
ph: 827 7008 for function enquiries. 
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The Bottom Line - from the President 

So Itôs October and with the club half 
through the year itôs time to review 
where we said we would be at and 
where we are going. 
 
6 months ago we said that we would 
be doing more diving. Thanks to Boof 
and Roger we have more organised 
club dives. Based on setting the dive 
counter off in June we have had 10 
club dive days and by prize giving it 
should total 30. This year may prove 
to be exceptional with 3 overseas 
trips however it sets the standard for 
next year at that rate at 2.5 dives per 
month. Not sure what a half dive is 
but Iôm sure you get the idea. 
 
The other target we set was to better 
the best SIX months financially the 
club has had in the last 4 years. By all 
indicators Bar Turnover, Bar Surplus 
and Net Surplus after all running 
costs the club exceeded the target 
after only FIVE months. This is not 
the time to feel smug about it as we 
face the next 6 including Christmas 
which has been historically been poor 
financially ï hopefully because we 
are doing what we are suppose to be 
doing .... diving.  
 
The Club been open for a lot of the 
Rugby World Cup pool games as well 
as Quarters, Semi and Finals. We 
have the high definition projector onto 
the wall which was absolutely awe-
some for the opening ceremony. 
 
September/October is the 35th Anni-

versary of the Dive Club and we are a 
lot closer to securing the future of the 
club. Obviously heartfelt gratitude 
must go to Dive HQ West for support-
ing the club through the transition to 
paying our own way. It is really start-
ing to look as though it will be this 
generation of club members that real-
ise the club true potential.   
 
As part of the 35th Anniversary I 
would like to pay special tribute to 
previous magazine editors. With the 
earliest copy of the Bottom Times we 
could find been June 1991 and 11 
issues a year makes this issue 225 
which is a amazing achievement and 
many thanks must go to our first edi-
tor Trevor Zenovitch through to Lee 
Sturch Peter Collins took up the reins 
then until it was handed over to Paul 
Oxton, with Dave Sherry, Jason Bart-
lett and myself been editors in the last 
few years.  
 
Thanks to our Indian night chefs  
Mark Robinson and Deanne who de-
livered a great feed appreciated by all.  
 
Many thanks to Grant Narby for  
Septembers talk on Commercial Div-
ing, Hyperbaric Chamber and Oxygen 
Therapy which has got to be one of 
the best prepared and most well re-
ceived in recent years. Judging by the 
number of questions from an appre-
ciative and captive audience we all 
wish Grant well on his endeavours.  
 
Happy Diving  Cameron Smirk  President 
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Dive Club Calendar 

16th Sept Friday 8:00pm Club Night: All Blacks vs Japan (live) 
 
21st Sept Wednesday 10pm Club Night: Tonga vs Japan (delayed) 
 
23rd Sept Friday 11pm Club Night: Australia vs USA (delayed) 
 
24th Sept Saturday 10am Scallop Dive Jones Bay or meet at shop at 8:30am 
24th Sept Saturday 5pm BBQ at Club 7:30pm All Blacks vs France (live) 
 
25th Sept Sunday 9.00-12.30pm Dive Club spring cleanup 
 
28th Sept Wednesday 10pm Club Night: Georgia vs Romania (delayed) 
 
30th Sept Friday 8pm Club Night: South Africa vs Samoa (live) 
 
5th Oct Wednesday: Monthly Meeting: Bruce Reid CEO of NZ Coastguard 
 
8-9th October Saturday and Sunday Fantail Day/Stony Bay Camp & Diving 
 
3-13th Oct: Truk Lagoon 3rd Oct out of Cairns returning to Cairns 13th Oct 
1 Oct fly out of Auckland and 14 Oct back to Auckland. AU$ 2,750 ex Cairns 
excl. Food, Drink,Tank fills & flights to/from Auckland. Contact: Mark Stoneman 

The club is open every Wednesday and Friday from 7:30pm to 10:30pm 

8th October Saturday 5pm WELSH NIGHT  
 6:00pm Quarter Final 1 Winner Pool C vs Runner-up Pool D (live) 
 8:30pm Quarter Final 2 Winner Pool B vs Runner-up Pool A (live) 
9th October Sunday 5pm IRISH NIGHT  
 6:00pm Quarter Final 3 Winner Pool D vs Runner-up Pool C (live) 
 8:30pm Quarter Final 4 Winner Pool A vs Runner-up Pool B (live) 

15th October Saturday 6pm ENGLISH NIGHT 
 9:00pm Semi Final 1  Winner QF1  vs Winner QF2 (live) 
16th October Sunday 6pm SOUTH AFRICA NIGHT 
 9:00pm  Semi Final 2  Winner QF1  vs Winner QF2 (live) 

21st October Friday 6pm AUSTRALIA NIGHT 
 8:30pm  Bronze Final  Loser SF1 vs Loser SF2 (live) 
23rd October Sunday 6pm NEW ZEALAND NIGHT 
 9:00pm  Final  Winner SF1 vs Winner SF2 (live) 
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Dive Club Calendar 

12-13th Nov Oceanz conference in Tauranga. Oceanz is NZ's only diving 
conference and exhibition being held in 
Tauranga on 12-13th November 2011. 
With ticket prices as low as $25 per day 
for pre-booking this is a great opportunity 
to catchup on NZ diving. We have seen 
Oceanz speakers Darren Shields and 
Roger Grace at Club  in recent years but 
you can also see Pete Bethune, Pete Me-

sley and Steve Trewavas at OCEANZ. oceanzdiveconference.com for info... 

28,29,30 Oct, Friday to Sunday,  
35th Club Anniversary.  
28 Meet and Greet Cocktails at Club 
29 Party at Venue 
30 Club Brunch BBQ 
 
2nd Nov Wednesday: Monthly Club Night: Mark Stoneman: Truk Lagoon 
 
10-14 Nov: Outer Great Barrier Reef on Live Aboard  for AU$990 for 5 days 
and 4 nights. Price excludes flight to/from Cairns. Contact: Lee Findlay.  

1st Dec, Wednesday, Prize Giving  

3rd Dec Saturday, Christmas Dinner Party 

22nd Decð11 Jan 2012  Club Dive Rooms closed for Xmas and New Year  

OPENWATER 
Jamie Dell   Scott Huggins  Gillian Morley-Smith 

Simeti Hunt   Roger McGarry 

ADVANCED  OPENWATER 
Katrina Natua   Dave Curran  Joseph Parsons  
James Dell   Dylan Paul  Daniel Donaldson 

Reece Davidson  Shaun Brown  Leuila Tautogi 

Laurie Hayes   Maati Pourewa 

Milestones 
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Recipe Of The Month 
With the scallop season start last month and with members already enjoying a feed or 
two we thought it was time for a scallop recipe for Spot X Wild Foods 

Glenn Swinehart  Mark Robinson  Dave Sherry 

Cameron Smirk   (if missed anyone advise deanne@divehqwest.co.nz) 

Renewing Membersðsubscriptions due 1st Sept 2011 

Welcome, we look forward to catching up with you all in the club. 
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Spot X Tides 
Predicted Tide times are as per 
the NZ Nautical Almanac and may 
differ from the actual tides  
observed. 

Auckland Time Differences 

 High 
Mins 

Low 
Mins 

Coromandel -21 -15 

Mangawhai Head +05 +05 

Sandspit +05 +05 

Kawau -15 -04 

Mangawhai Heads +05 +05 

Matiatia ðWaiheke 0 +10 

Tititiri Matangi Island +10 -3 

Tutukaka Harbour -08 +04 

Weiti River Entrance +01 +07 

Onehunga Time Differences 

Bethellôs Beach -40 -50 

Cornwallis -20 -11 

Muriwai Beach -40 -30 

Papakura Channel -31 -20 

Waiuku +30 +30 

Spot X Diving Spot 

WUDC Shore Dive Challenge 
The Shore Dive challenge is an initiative to find the perfect shore dive within three 
hours of Auckland.  The end game would be to select the best shore dive site to ulti-
mately establish a guided wire dive similar to those in Tauranga and Lake Pupuke.  
Neil De Jong has identified 100 proposed Shore Dive sites which over the next year or 
two the club is looking to dive. So if you are tried of diving Goat, Mathesons and Jones 

Bay then get into the Shore Dive Challenge. Future editions detail where, when & how. 
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The need for an underwater water moni-
toring programme - Hauraki Gulf 
 
The release of the óHauraki Gulf State of 
the Environment Reportô paints, not only a 
repeat warning, but a glum picture of the 
continuing deterioration of the gulfôs wa-
ters and environment. For many years 
survey/monitoring data has been under-
mined - perhaps due to the inept proc-
esses directing an action plan. We are 
made aware of a potential problem 
through numerous means. Some are bla-
tantly visual like marine debris, but what 
about the stuff we canôt see? This is why it 
is necessary to have an ongoing underwa-
ter monitoring programme that adequately 
addresses the main issues of a pending 
unhealthy environment. For example, dur-
ing a NZRDS underwater survey at Little 
Wooded Island (Tiritiri Mantangi 2002) we 
noticed a very bland environment that was 
unexpected. Our concerns of a pending 
algal bloom maybe going toxic were, at 
that time, forwarded to the ARC - nothing 
was heard back until two weeks later - see 
press notes below. 
 
A toxic algal bloom is being blamed for 
thousands of dead fish littering beaches at 
Orewa north of Auckland. More than 9,000 
dead fish, including flounders and eels, 
were found at Orewa, Hatfields and Red 
Beach over the weekend. People are be-
ing warned not to collect fish or shellfish, 
or swim at the beaches. Dead fish have 
been sent to NIWA's Wellington lab for 
analysis. Rodney District Council and 
Auckland Health workers have spent the 
past two days cleaning up the beaches. 
The other issue that arose from the Orewa 
toxic algal bloom was some residents had 

respiratory problems for about a week. It 
didnôt need scientists to identify that there 
was a problem. A few indicator observa-
tions should have alerted us to a pending 
issue. The mindset from the Auckland Re-
gional Council was to ignore our concerns 
and issue no statement. Awareness is one 
thing, but without the support to take it to 
next level, underwater monitoring is virtu-
ally a waste of time. We can be trained to 
be aware, but to not take action because 
of what we havenôt seen means we often 
fail to take note of potential problems. 
 
The other issue is time. Observations 
taken over a long period of time are in-
valuable and can alert to something ab-
normal with the monitoring site. For exam-
ple, we had always observed European 
Parchment Tubeworm casks, (an intro-
duced species in relative small numbers) 
but on one occasion the survey area sea-
floor was amass with their casks (Tiritiri 
Matangi - Fisherman Bay). So what 
caused this flare up in such great numbers 
and establishment of the tubeworm in new 
areas much further up the coast?  

Severine and Neil - time for species identification.  

Western Underwater Research Team 
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Clubroom Spring CleanClubroom Spring Clean    

  

September Sunday 25 (9.00 to 12.30)September Sunday 25 (9.00 to 12.30)  
 
Volunteers are required to help spruce 
up the Clubrooms for the 35

th
 Club Anni-

versary - take  pride in your Clubrooms. 
 
To register your name and what morning 
you can be available contact  
Deanne (09) 837 7008.  
A spring cleanup programme will be 
sent to you. Thanks - Mike Percy  

  

35th Anniversary35th Anniversary  

CelebrationsCelebrations  
 

28th Oct Meet and Greet at Club 
29th Oct Party at Venue 

30th Oct BBQ Brunch at Club 

Western Underwater Research Team 
The need to know about something is fun-
damental and this concept needs nurturing 
so that it can be turned into a worthwhile 
process of gathering information and gain-
ing new knowledge to help make decisive 
decisions about managing the Hauraki 
Gulfôs marine environment. There is dis-
connection between what we see and 
what donôt see and a lot of what we donôt 
see is affecting marine life beyond our 
comprehension. 
 
Another example of a simple underwater 
observation survey is when I visited Man-

gawhai Heads recently to be part of an 
Auckland University survey of the lagoon 
to see if the marine life could help with 
sustaining the rare bird life such as the 
New Zealand Fairy Tern. The survey in-
cluded a visual scuba dive (Neil de Jong) 
and dragging a fine mesh collecting net 
through the water (Severine and Adam 
Rusk). No evidence was found of any fish 
life that could support a breeding colony. 
Of the species identified were - shrimp 
Perydimenes, Mysid shrimp Tenagomysis 
chiltoni, non-chironomidea diptera Hexatr-
romini,.....Mike Percy 
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Dive HQ West Career Diver Training 

Looking for a career change????  Courses available: 

¶ National Certificate in Diving Foundation. 
¶ National Certificate in Diving Leadership. 
¶ Diploma in Professional Scuba Instruction ï graduating as an Ad-

vanced Scuba Dive Instructor with 5 specialty ratings. 
¶ National Certificate in Retail. 
¶ National Certificate in Adult Education and Training. 
¶ Certificate In Medic First Aid Instruction. 

  email deanne@divehqwest.co.nz 

Next Diploma intake commencing January 2012  
Student Loans apply for these courses.  

*Dive HQ West Auckland is an approved delivery site of The Academy 
of Diving, which is registered with NZQA. 

Diver Training 
PADI  OPENWATER  DIVE  COURSE  

 
WEEKEND CLASS Starts Saturday 8th October  OW1 Sat 15th Oct 
Cost $450.00  Course run during the day on weekends OW2 Sun 16th Oct 

EVENING CLASS Starts Monday 10th October 6:30pm OW1 Sat 28th Oct  

Cost $450.00  Monday and Wednesday evenings OW2  Sat 12th Nov 

EVENING CLASS Monday 17th October 9am  OW1 Wed 19th Oct  

Cost $395.00  Course runs over 4 days  OW2  Thu 20th Oct 

Prices vary from our standard price being $450.00 and $350.00 for winter season.  
Private one on one courses on request. School holiday courses set for the first week in 
every term run at $350.00. Try dives and refresher course on request. 
 
PADI  ADVANCED  OPEN WATER COURSE  - 22nd and 23rd October 
Run over one weekend at Northland Dive.   Includes all training, manuals, international 
certification, accommodation, meals and boat dives, including the Wreck of the Canter-
bury. $550 (own gear) or $650 with hire equipment included. 
 
CAREER  COURSE ï DIPLOMA IN PROFESSIONAL SCUBA INSTRUCTION 
Next Intake commencing 25th January 2012 

mailto:deanne@divehqwest.co.nz
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Boof Michael  
Lawson  

Daniel 
Collier 

CSI27:  

Dive HQ West Tertiary Team 

As responsible divers we have to keep our skills sharp and this doesnôt stop at our div-
ing.   To get the most out of diving, having the abilities necessary to help our buddies, 
other divers and ourselves in an emergency is a giant stride in the right direction.  Not 
only will we have the skills and confidence to step in when needed we also minimise 
the risks associated with diving taking a good chunk of stress off the mind leaving room 
for more excitement and letôs face it the more people are able to bring us back safely 
when (god for bid) we need it, well the happier and longer our lives will be. 
So take a rescue diver course.   For a class covering something this serious they are a 
lot of fun and techniques change over time so if your thinking ñBah I know all thisò, you 
may not and the life you save just might be mine.   
JAMIE  DELL 

David  
Curran  

Joseph 
Parsons       

Katrina  
Natua 

Dylan  
Paul

  

Reece 
Davidson 

Leuila 
Tautogi  

CSI28:  

Evangeline 
Smith 

Jamie 
Dell 
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Supporting the People who get us Wet 
Destinations available every Weekend include the Poor Knights, Twin Wrecks, 
Bay of Islands and other destinations available on alternating basis include Lit-
tle Barrier, Hen & Chicks, Gt Barrier, Mokohinaus, Goat Island & Tawharanui. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

With the cut-off at the end of  
November for Dive Master (Dive 
Leader) of the year and Club 
Diver of the Year make sure you 
are on club dives. 
Currently at 12 Diving days 
since 1st June with the numbers 
having been updated for the 
Night Dive at Goat Island on the 
6th Aug and the Charter to Moks 
on the Goat Island Dive on 10th 
Sept 2011. 
Obviously Andrew is leading the 
charge towards Club Diver of 
the year however with two over-
seas trips (Truk and Corel Sea) 
before the end of the year there 
are a lot of changes to come. 
With Boof and Peng are joint 
leaders for Dive Master of the 
year, so watch this space.  

Club Diving Participation  

12 Club Dive Days Dive Leader Club Diver 

Andrew Ferguson 0 10 

Steve Roberts 0 6 

Willy Ritson 0 6 

Bruce Porter 0 4 

Michael Lawson 0 4 

Peng 2 3 

Roger Crimmins 1 2 

Benny Larsen 0 2 

Ian Grace 0 2 

Neil de Jong 0 2 

Dylan Paul 0 1 

Jason Bartlett 0 1 

Katrina Natua 0 1 

Mike Fenwick 0 1 

Reece Davidson 0 1 

Boof 2 0 

Michael Meisner 1 0 
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Pizza Ovens 
Wood Fire Pizza Ovens for Hire 

 
FREE delivery with the Auckland area 
FREE wood and paddle hire 
 
Ready made pizzas available at $7, if 
you donôt want to make them yourself. 

 
1 night ð $250 
2 nightsð$400 
 
Staff available if re-
quiredðsmall addi-
tional cost. 
 
Ph: 09-834 7348 
Fax; 09-834 7358 
Mob: 021 913 367 
 

Email: info@leisuredesigns.co.nz 
Website: www.leisuredesigns.co.nz 

¶ Building Warrant Of Fitness 

¶ Fire Protection Audits 

¶ Fire Protection Consulting 

¶ Fire Alarm Alterations 

 

With 20 years experience in the fire protec-

tion and compliance industry I can offer 

you the peace of mind you need when pro-

tecting the lives of the people around you. 

 

 

 

The reason  we are getting great TV reception at 

the Dive Club, is because  TV Reception Co.  

installed our new digital aerial. 

 

Services provided: 

Digital Satellite & TV Aerial Installation  

MATV Systems 

Home Theatre, 

Cabling of Commercial & Residential Premises 

General Maintenance of all  Systems. 

 

Contact: Peter Goodson 

Phone: 09- 818 1111 

Mobile: 021 80 55 82  

E-mail: info@tvreception.co.nz 

Website: www.tvreception.co.nz 

Brick Raffle 
We are  running a raffle to pur-

chase a Freeview Setbox 

 $15 to go into 3 draws 
1st Draw: Canvas Print 

plus Spot X dive book  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2nd Draw: WUDC Dive Log 
plus Spot X dive book  

3rd Draw: WUDC Tee-shirt 
plus Spot X dive book  

 
All entries get a brick with their 
name on it to be added to other 

members who helped build the club 


