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President’s Dive Quiz ... its so easy to win ....
The first correct entry drawn at the Club Meeting on Wednesd&c®ber, wins a free spot o
club trip to the Poor Knights aboard Yukon charters courtesy of Dive HQ West Aucklang.
1) What is the “President™? (Neil Bennett is covering this topic at this neoalib
meeting).
2) Who built the “President”?
3) What year did the “President” visit Auckland?
4) Where does the “President” reside these days?
5) Where can you find the “President’s” lady?
6) What was the “President’'s” hometown?
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Club Rooms

I 11 #
Date Opening What's Happening
Time
Wednesday 3™ October 7pm Club Meeting — Guest Neil Bennett
“The Diver and the President.”
Thursday 4™ October 7pm Manukau Sport Fishing Club
Friday 5" October 7pm Club Night
Wednesday 10" October 7pm Club Night
Thursday 11" October 7.30pm Committee Meeting
Friday 12™ October 7 pm Club Night
Wednesday 17" October 7pm Club Night
Friday 19" October 7pm Club Night
Wednesday 24™ October 7pm Club Night
Friday 26" October 7pm Club Night
Tuesday 30" October 7pm Caving Club
Wednesday 31 October 7pm Club Night

_n —Fo accomplish great things, we must not only act,

but also dream; not only plan, but also believe.
Anatole France — French novelist.
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The Bottom Line

Presidents Page — October 2007

Activity around the Shop and Club is starting to pick up. Don'’t leave it to the last minuteytmuget
dive gear checked out for the new season. And welcome back Paul and Deanne from Malaysia — |
suspect the memories are already fading. It was another great Club night in Semathitevas a first
for Mike Fraser as well! Who would have thought? The photos and stories were fangastiooking
forward to his next session — look out for his return early next year (with luck).

I'm told Chris Lynch only had one entry in the Club Draw this month (for the $50 Dive HQ voucher)
and guess what — yep, he won it. And the 10 tank refills from the front cover competition went & Sandr
Bogun and Paul Collinson.

We held the Club Pool and Darts competition — not a great turnout but all had a great afternoon. Come
along to the prize giving and find out who the winners were!

We are still looking for a Club Manager (to help out with things around the club) and a couple of
Members willing to be Bar Managers once or twice a month. We will pay for thengaind the
Licence. Talk to one of the Committee if you want more information.

Remember if you want to know what's going on at the Committee meetings, the minutes are mew on t
notice board. And while on the Clubroom topic, a working bee is planned for Surftlafy Séptember.

Any Club Member who has a couple of hours to spare from 11:30 am is welcome to help out with a
Spring Clean and general tidy. Also, the Committee is looking at the décor of the Clubrbgms - |

have any redecorating ideas please talk to one of the committee.

And it's starting to hot up on the trips front. On tieof September a Club group went out to gather the
first scallops of the season from Jones’ Bay. Not too much luck — 11 divers and 13 scallops. Not t
most successful trip but an enjoyable time for all.

On a very important event, the Dive Shop is holding an open day on Saturdﬁ;ofr@cﬁober. This is

a chance for anyone who hasn’t experienced the wonderful underwater world to try it out atlieyee i
are interested in learning to dive. The Shop provides considerable support to the Club and if any
members would like to introduce friends or family to the sport — this is the chance.Hgnngiown,

hey might even win a free dive course! Stop by anyway and help promote the Shop, Club and diving.

Put Wednesday December tHeis your diaries. That's the date for the Club Christmas Party. There is a
theme and it will be advised later.

Remember this magazine is yours — any contributions are welcome. Email them to me
(sroberts@xnet.co.nz), to Paul, or drop them into the Shop.

See you in the water soon.

Steve Roberts
President WUDC.
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Snippets

New Club Trophy

A new club trophy has been donated in memory oeK3hvidson. The Kyle Davidson Memorial Trophy is
for the Technical Diver of the year and has beematid by the Bay of Islands Canterbury Trust. Tophy
features a serial numbered (99-942-0506) actuaklpeessure gauge off the Canterbury and is adfitti
tribute to Kyle and his passion and dedicationrtmagng Technical Diving. Many thanks to Peter Cgliar
and Adam Rogers on instigating and completing taging of this trophy for the Western Underwater ®iv
Club.

Introduce your friends to diving

Here is a chance to introduce your family or friemal the wonderful underwater world at our promotiay
on Saturday '8 October. Free try dives between 9 and 3pm andrangoing in the pool that day has the
opportunity of winning a Padi Open Water Course gpot prize. For further details, see the divaining
page of this magazine.

Club Trophies Competition

Time to start thinking about entries for this ysarophies, which are presented every Novembeupktate
a couple of early runners: Shane Bowler’s 2.05kbjaray caught at Gt Barrier leads the biggest cray
competition and Joll Duncan’s dragon boat oarrgovered from Lake Pupuke is the only entry sarfdine
Interesting artifacts competition.

Some nice photos have been appearing in the cloiwdately and the photographic competitions loké& li
they will be once again hotly contested. Detailalbbf the trophies and rules are on the noticartdan the
clubrooms.

Club Draw

Be in to win the club draw, drawn at the monthlyetiveg on the ¥ Wednesday of each month. You do not
have to be at the monthly meeting to win the diyour name is drawn and you are not presentatithe
of the draw, you are still a winner! Each time ymme down to the clubrooms for a drink and supart
club, be sure to register your name at the bar thighperson on duty. The more times you are in the
clubrooms, then the more chances you receive idie! The prize is a $50 voucher each month to be
redeemed at Dive HQ West Auckland. The Western timater Dive Club sponsors the voucher.

E-Mail Contact

If you wish to receive your magazine by e-mailheatthan having it posted, please send your e-aaitess
to paul@divehgwest.co.nz.

Purchase you own Club Glass

Purchasing your own club glass / handle at therbire clubrooms at a cost of $10 per year, enaldago
receive a discount on your drinks when using ydasg An example of the discount is a handle of bee
becomes $3.00 instead of the $4.00 normally chaMyedeven give you your first drink in the glass
complimentary! Ask at the bar for details on eithexine, beer or spirit glass.

Club Pennant for Sale

Support you club and fly a club pennant. Choicenaf available. Blue with white (small) $20.00 eaxch
Blue with Gold (large) $35.00. Purchase from eithe Clubrooms, or from the shop.

Bricks for sale

Another way you can support the club is by puratsi brick on the clubrooms wall. $10.00 gives gou
brick bearing your name displayed on the wall @f thubrooms. You can purchase your brick from theiiy
the clubrooms.

Club Reunion Polo Shirts for Sale:Some club shirts are still available for purchas®#ing the 3@
Reunion. See bar staff in the clubrooms if interest

Welcome New Members

Sean Campbell Felix Birkbeck Tamba Young Saately

Colin Granville Darryl Brown Robert Colbeck RyBiow

Jay Christiansen Graeme Pridgeon Katie Powell anfye Raat

Rose Baker Doug Kemp Lance Workman Boris Badrov

Derrick Davis Amy Nash Malcolm De Raat Anthonyrfy-lrons

Olivia Jensen Luke Whyle Logan Jackson Tom Jacka

Grace Faith-Crimmins Jarrod Dunn Krystal Ngawiki Vieran Parbhu

Karalee Green Marty Cannons Michael Turner MatttNannestad

Talia Marshall Sarah Turner Sam Rudd-Nobes FeodPaitai
Renewing Members

Alistair Ross Sheryl Grinham John Howsam NeilIdeg

Congratulations PADI Open Water

Sean Campbell Felix Birkbeck Susan Pilkington rgd@rite Stoneman

Tamba Young Sarah Farley Colin Granville DaBybdwn
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Ryan De Raat Ryan Blow Robert Colbeck Jay Qhrisen

Katie Powell Rose Baker Amy Nash Doug Kemp
Lance Workman Jordana Olliver Anthony Curry-lIrons Olivia Jensen

Luke Whyle Logan Jackson Tom Jacka Grace Faitt@ins
Michael Turner Matthew Nannestad Talia Marshall arg® Turner

Sam Rudd-Nobes Faranico Paitai

PADI Junior Open Water Boris Badrov

PADI Advanced Open Water Malcolm De Raat Jarrod Dunn

PADI Enriched Air Diver Chao Cheng Andrea Andrenacci

PADI Divemaster Chris Dahl

Disabled Divers

Following up on the article “Return to Freedom'l@st month’s magazine, | can report that Roger is
currently working with another disabled diver ir thool. Thanks to Andrew Fergusson for offering
assistance as a diver buddy for this diver andliowing interest in assisting in getting him outdadays
diving here and there on completion of his training

Utilise the benefits of your club

The diving season is here, so grab your friendscante on down to the clubrooms

For a drink and meet fellow members and organisgestiving. Don't forget the pool is available taubh up
on your skills if it is a while since you have bemrt and to get your equipment checked out pridh¢o

Xmas rush. Do your cylinders need testing? Regukatd BCD need checking over? Be well prepared and
organised and enjoy a safe summer of great diving!

Where in the world is Fak Fak?

Where were you when you heard the news that madieatists had found a “walking shark”™? Burt and |
were in the departure lounge of a remote Indonesigiort sharing a beer and snacking on garlicsedu
cashews with Dr. Gerald Allen, an old friend an@ o the world’s leading ichthyologists.

It was a serendipitous meeting. Gerry was trangelback to Australia, and we were on our way tti.Ba
But that conversation sent us on an expeditioronbt to photograph the shark, but also to docurtient
richest reefs yet encountered on our plant.

Gerry directed us to Triton Bay, about 250km saftRak Fak on Papua’s Bird’s Head Peninsula. glon
with Dr. Mark Erdmann, Gerry had just surveyeduahexplored reefs of the southern Fak Fak Regency.
Their results stunned the world: 52 new specievarine life, including 24 fish species seen by siis¢s for
the first time. On one dive midway between Fak &ad Triton Bay, Gerry broke his world record foe
most fish species recorded on a single site withs3#cies.

“This place is a species factory,” Gerry said.'s"the marine world’s newest hotspot. You two dtaet
out there and photograph it before word gets ouflie scientific community’s latest hotspot — aesaof
maximum species diversity, endemism and abundaéer means a new destination for adventurous
divers. Armed with Mark and Gerry’'s GPS coordasatwe set out to explore Fak Fak’s undersea
wilderness.

SOFT CORALS AS BIG AS TREES

South of Fak,Fak, the Papuan coastline undulatewijrig a series of channels, inlets and bays. hBytitme
the Adventure Komodo reached Triton Bay we’d digeteral extraordinary sites shadowed by 1000m-tall
cliffs whose peaks disappeared into a low-hangiigy. nNothing prepared us for the seascape we désed
in Selat Iris, east of the mouth of Triton Bay.

Ten metres below the cobalt-mirrored surface, | seasounded by clouds of silversides and at least f
different species of fusiliers. The tide wasifajl accompanied by a strong current that pulledsdy’s
murky water out to sea. Still, | wanted to beha thick of it, even on the outgoing tide.

Beneath me, Burt photographed a forest of crimsdinceral colonies as tall as rose bushes. Swélcules
in Triton Bay! We circled our hands around the bafSkargest colonies; they must have measuredaat k0
cm in diameter. At 15m the soft corals gave wafydluls of feeding orange tubastrea. As shoalssof f
charged past, it seemed as if we were submergibe ilast vestige of primeval sea.

Later, under a night sky filled with a full moon Baght it blotted out the stars, we dived benealimestone
outcrop topped by a lone pandanus tree. Withiutas we spotted a red-blotched harlequin shrieeglihg
on a red sea star marked with blue spots. Thedirnbe night however was the walking epaulettelshdts
slender, spotted body blended in so well with thiesfrate that we didn’t even notice the small sluati it
propelled itself forward on paddle-shaped pectfingland moved slowly away from our beams of light.
BOUND FOR PROTECTION

In the morning we weighed anchor and motored nétdre and there we passed isolated fishing camps
where outriggers dropped their blue plastic saits @sted on gaudy cream-coloured beaches.
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Changing sea levels and active plate tectonicseshtese islands, bay and reefs. The evolutiapefies
endemic to Papua began over 10 million years agmulie islands we explored were steppingstonesscro
the Melanesian Arc of the Pacific Plate — IndoriedRing of Fire. It was this newly formed chaihsolid
substrate that acted like a sieve and strainegiet life from shifting oceanic currents. Whentunang
marine larvae swept through, they were caught apasited within this relatively compact island
aggregation.

Languid dolphins led us from one bay to the neut,dnce we were underwater everything happened at a
delirious pace. We worked our way around a serfiémulders, one covered in diminutive orange softls
and sweetlips, the next by waves of anthias andsdHish so large it was almost as if they were teajppp

on steroids.

The diving here was as exciting as our 1992 expdoyarip with Gerry around southern Komodo’s
Horseshoe Bay: The abundance of tunicates, holatisjrand encrusting sponges was reminiscent esétho
now famous reefs where nutrients borne by codbidwvater nourish copious species of sessile asimal
Beneath a shelf, tucked away from the currentgthiomfish circled through a cloud of sweepers. @as

the newest species in the genus Pterois. Foumiiky water, it resembles the common lionfish exdep
the fleshy “flags” flying from the ends of its datsspines, which are narrower and lack distinctdiag of

the volitans lionfish. The new lionfish will be ¢adl P.steeni after Gerry Allen’s dive buddy and imalife
photographer extraordinaire, Roger Steene.

After the dive, Adventure Komodo weighed anchor badan the long run back to Sorong. No one wamted t
leave, but we knew we had stuck a huge gold star what was once a blank spot on most divers’ maps.
During the crossing, the conversation naturallpédrto conservation efforts to protect this area.

Mark told us that Conservation International haieated an extensive 180,000sgkm network of reefs
islands, and shoreline including Raja Ampat, Ceaasih Bay, and th€&riton/Fak Fak region, as the
“Bird’s Head seascape.” Combined with Raja Ampag, area south of Fak Fak to Etna Bay has “the kighe
coral reef biodiversity yet recorded for an areasize anywhere in the world.” Currently a littheeo 10
percent of the Bird’'s Head Seascape is protectgtdylark believes the establishment of a multiple-us
network of ecologically connected and resilientimaprotected areas” is paramount.

A NEW FIND

Even after multiple trips, Gerry’s enthusiasm fakFak remains boundless. “Last January | discavere
another new fish species bringing me up to 25Hir tegion. Usually I'm pleased with one or twbhis
place has more species per kilometre than anywiretke planet.”

As the ship motored through the night, we lookewvérd to exploring one last island group. At datva
Adventure Komodo arrived in Pisang, about 100knt ebBak Fak.

A pale sun tinted the sky, illuminating a half dozieserted beaches in need of a picnic. Male fitsridft
their nests to hunt, their broad wings reverbegatimough the cool morning air like muted helicapteln

the wheelhouse, Divemaster Larry Smith and Burpgld mee kuah noodles laced with incendiary sambal,
and discussed which section of reef to target.

On our way to a point a few hundred metres frombiba&t, the angle of the sun revealed a dome olfoshal
corals. We stopped, put our faces in the waterchatiged the plan. Five metres below, an intricatie of
hard coral covered a seamount begging to be explbpunged in an immediately noticed a tiny abgon
on a crimson sea fan. If the fan had been feedlinffy polyps fully extended, | never would'veese the
unusual pygmy seahorse wound around one of itchesn

We've been photographing pygmies for over a decladewe’d never seen one with a wispy body like
Hippocampus denise but which was covered with estitrg bumps like H.bargibanti. According to Gerry
our find is probably a new species. He too, haegokexl and photographed the seahorse in Raja Alpét,
is only waiting on the “science” before it can offilly be called new.

We spent so much time with the pygmy that eventhieg nitrox we had to surface before we fully exed
this new site. Tender drivers Ali and Made, whomally idled the dinghies close to our bubbles,envE00m
away. As soon as they heard our signal, they hanlacducket and zipped toward us.

Just as he cut the outboard, Ali tipped the buaketshowed us a wad of tan and gold sargassumgéingan
two sargassum frogfish. | said a private thank tgothe gods ofligital photography, because we had ample
space remaining on our card and didn’'t have tametu Adventure Komodo to “change film.”

Later, Made dropped us above the dome so we couiskecthe seamount’s perimeter. A mild currenthnt
north wall where, at 25m, male flasher wrassedaygpl over a tangled mass of sea whips. Burt digphal
and pointed to a moving patch of white returnind disappearing at the edge of my vision. It wagaing
manta ray, its belly a flash of white. The mamgpraached the dome and passed so close | almastetoit.
But I heldback, observing as the manta somersaulted befsappiearing into the indigo depths. It was our
last gift from this extraordinary sea.
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Promotion Starts 5" October 2007.
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New Arrivals / Specials

To Dive HQ - West Auckland.

GE Creditline 100 Days Interest Free

Minimum purchases $100 for existing GE Creditline Customers
or
Minimum purchase $250 for approved new GE Creditline Customers.

Xmas is fast approaching, and now is the time to start buying presents for thévers
in your life. Here are a few new inexpensive items currently in store!

Dry Bags— made from 210 denier nylon. Totally dry with roll-down top with buckles to
keep your clothing dry. Available in I, 10L, 20L & 40L capacity. From $29.90.

Waterproof pouches— Secure you valuables such as camera, cell phone, wallet and keys
etc. Available in 3 different sizes from $5.90.

Mares Regulator Bags- Protect you lifeline and gauges in these attractive padded bags
from Mares. Even a special “She” dives bag for the ladies complete with varriby.mir
$39.95.

Mares Swim Bag— a smaller bag ideal for snorkelling equipment, bathers and towels etc.
$24.90.

Tank Valve Cover —rubber valve cap protects your tank from unnecessary knocks causing
damage to the valve whilst in transport. Keeps dust and dirt out from the o’ring seal and
eliminates the need for tape. $4.90.

Submersible Marker Bouy— Comes in a separate pouch with clip to attach to your BCD.
Weighted, with dump valve and attachment to inflate underwater from LP hose. 2 to
choose from. $89 & $94.90.

CPR Key Chain resuscitator Mask—with you all the time in case of an emergency

$8.50.

CPR Pocket resuscitator mask- a practical item to keep on hand or in every first aid kit.
$18.90

Multiple Purpose Hangers— a durable hanger ideal for regulators, BCD’s or wetsuits.
$19.00.

Underwater Slates, with wrist lanyard—from $9.90.

Wreck Reels— An essential item for wreck or cave diving or for securing sur

face floats to the diver. Available with 45m or 88m line capacity. From $79.00.

Clips, Clips and more Clips. An assortment of clips for attaching and holdig items
underwater - stainless, bronze, retractable etc. From $5.90.

Reusable underwater cameras From $29.95 preloaded with film!

Lots and lots of other ideas, pop in to the shop to have a look and pick up our FREE
product catalogues!
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Dive Trips - If it is wet — Dive It!
Sea Weed — The Only Weed!

October 2007

The season tis upon us! We can get you diving at the
Aldermans, Northland / Bay of Islands, Poor Knightsand Twin
Wrecks every weekend! Mid week options available asell!!
Ring Shop to book.

Date Destination Departs Boat $

Sat & Mokohinaus Leigh Apollo 125
Sun 7 Sail Rock /HenIs  Leigh Apollo 105
Sat 1%’ Hen & Chicks Leigh Apollo 125
Sun 14 Gt Barrier Leigh Apollo 125
Sat 209 Poor Knights Tutukaka Yukon 110
Sun 2 Mokohinaus Leigh Apollo 125
215 - 26" Mikhail Lermontov  Picton Live aboard 1200
Mon 22 Sail Rock /Henls  Leigh Apollo 105
Fri 26" Night Dive Leigh Apollo 75
Sat 27" Little Barrier Leigh Apollo 95
Sat 21" Goat Island Leigh Apollo 70
Sun 2§ Mokohinaus — Ladies Only Leigh Apollo 125

Club Dives — Coming Up

Weekend 18' & 11" November  Aldermans (Live aboard) Taranui
Saturday 24" November  Wreck/Poor Knights (3 Dive) Yukon Charters
Saturday 29" December Poor Knights Yukon Charters

Mikhail Lermontov Club Trip
Last chance to book on the Marlborough Sounds trip, Labour weekend (20 —25
October). There are still a couple of places available on this five day live aboaml the
Marlborough Sounds covering diving on the Mikhail Lermontov and many other
exciting dive spots in the area. See the full colour poster in the clubroordgscribing
the diving available. For more information or to book on this trip please contact
Sandra on 813 2950 or 027 6771986.

NB. Each weekend, most of the charter boats operate on a daily basis.

Bookings can be taken for singles or groups. (Minimum numbers apply)ou canbook any of
these trips through Dive HQ West Auckland (09 — 8277008) graul@divehgwest.co.rar call
in and see us at 5 Portage Rd, New Lyfire trip is the same price regardless of booking
through us or by booking direct.
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Diver Training

PADI Open Water Dive Courses Start:
Friday 8" October - Weekend Course run over two weekends.
Monday 18' October -Evening Course running Monday and Wedme&venings.
Tuesday 8 November — Evening Course running Tuesday andsHayrnights.
Friday 16" November — Weekend Course run over two weekends.
PADI Advanced CourseRunning over one weekend up North including accodation, meals, air fills,
boat diving, Padi advanced manuals, tuition andfizettion. Weekend of 10& 11" November. Cost
$550.00.

PADI Rescue Diver Course

Starts Friday 1% November and concludes the weekefiéid 29 December. Cost $395.
TDI Enriched Air Nitrox Course Starts Tuesday 3November. $225.00.

Career Courses: Looking for a change in career?
Courses include the Career Orientated Scuba InstrDiploma, Advanced Scuba instructor Programme,
National Certificate in Adult Education and Traigiand National Certificate iRetail. Part Time and
fulltime study offered - Student Loans Apply.
Enrolling now for 21 January 2008 Start!

Dive HQ West Auckland is an approved delivery sit&MP NZ Itd — The Academy.
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Committee Contacts and Club Rules

Contacts:
President Steve Roberts Business: 916 6411
Private: 6275113
Mobile: 021470347
Vice President Sandra Bogun Private: 8200191
Mobile: 0276771986
Secretary Chris Lynch Business: 8277008
Mobile: 021773754
Treasurer Cameron Smirk Private: 8179982
Mobile: 021359121
Committee Paul Collinson Mobile: 021885333
Daniel Hayes Mobile: 021666094
Lee Heath Private: 4165787
Mike Macaulay Private: 4127574
Jo McKinnon Private: 8320174
Deanne Oxton Business: 8277008
Anne Shepherd Private: 8275477
David Sherry Mobile: 021449650

General Rules:

1. No club member shall put the Club’s name in disrepute.

2. The Committee reserves the right to terminate the membership of any Club Member who
does not conform to Club standards.

Club Trip Rules:

1. Dive Masters / Dive Controllers must be obeyed at all times by all persons on a Club Trip.
2. Divers diving on a Club trip must be qualified through a recognised diver-training program.
3. Maximum dive depth allowed on Club Trips is 30 metres unless prior arrangement is made
with the Dive Master / Dive Controller. Maximum with Dive Masters / Dive Controllers
permission with proper safety equipment is 39 metres.
4. All persons must abide by Fisheries regulations when on Club trips.
5. Payment on Club dive trips:
Day trips to be paid in full at time of booking
Weekend or extended trips require a 25% deposit at the time of booking with the balance to
be paid at least 2 days prior to departure.
Refunds will only be made if the trip is cancelled.

House Rules:
1. All persons entering the Clubrooms shall be card-holding members.
2. A current card-holding club member must sign in guests coming into the Clubrooms. The club
member then accepts responsibility for the behaviour of their guest(s).
3. Under licensing regulations, the Duty Manager must be obeyed.
4. There is to be no alcohol brought into the Clubrooms.

The Committee reserves the right to amend or add to these rules as necessary.
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