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The Bottom Times 

November 2011 
Issue: 226 

28th October Friday: $7 Pizza Night 
 

16th Nov Wed Spook de Chef  
A la Carteô Dinner   

 
10th Dec Saturday, Xmas Dinner 

- keeping your diving Passion alive - 

CLUB Meeting 2nd November 
Speaker: Mark Stoneman returned 

recently from Truk Lagoon 

Diving and Photography  
competitions close 21 Nov 

Nudibranch (Chromodoris Leoparda), The Peir, Derawan Island, Indonesia, Photo: Lee Findlay 
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Magazine 
Editor Jason Bartlett Mobile:  0272 976 551 
Sub-Editor Cameron Smirk Mobile:  021 359 121 
 

Foreign Correspondents 
Brazil: Paulo Machado Paulo@machadoboatdesign.com 
Australia: Sandra Bogun double0trouble@hotmail.com 
Thailand: Mark Anderson whoisbiga@gmail.com 
Fiji Damos Albert dmnsurfer@gmail.com 
Canada Mike Macauly decoscubaboy@gmail.com 

 
Dive Club Committee 

President Cameron Smirk Mobile:  021 359 121 
Vice President Deanne Oxton Business: 09 827 7008 
Club Captain Roger Crimmins Mobile: 021 0233 3600 
Secretary Mark Robinson Business:  09 550 8101 
Treasurer Deanne Oxton Business:  09 827 7008 
Photography SIG John Scott  Private:  09 817 8640 
Research Team Mike Percy Mobile:  021 661 832 
Dive Coordinator Boof Mobile: 021 259 0630 
 

Western Underwater Contacts 
Western Underwater Dive Club Inc. 

5 Portage Road,  New Lynn, Auckland, Tel: 827-7683 

Club Hours of Operation: 
The club is open every Wednesday and Friday from 7:30pm to 10:30pm 

Advertising Rates: 
Quarter page:  $20.00 / issue 
Half page: $35.00 / issue 
Full page:  $65.00 / issue 

The deadline for contributions, advertising and Letters to the Editor is 10th of 
the month of publishing. The magazine is published on the 17th of the Month 

prior to the month to which it applies.  

Any opinions expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily the opinion of the editor or 
WUDC committee. Anonymous letters to the Editor will not be published. 

For advertising, Letters to the Editor or other enquiries 
Contact the Editor, Jason Bartlett 

Mob: 0272 976 551 or spookdm@xtra.co.nz 

Clubrooms  Hireage: 
The club is available for  hire for private functions. Please contact Deanne on 
ph: 827 7008 for function enquiries. 
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The Bottom Line - from the President 
 

It took several weeks since the Scal-
lop Season opened however the Club 
had itôs first scallop dive of the sea-
son at Jones Bay on the 24th Septem-
ber. Many thanks to Benny for bring-
ing his boat and ferrying the divers to 
and from the beach. The scallops 
were plentiful and of good size with 
the only question being asked is how 
come Roger can get his quota in half 
the time it seems to take everyone 
else???? 
 
No one made it back to the BBQ and 
again a small turnout for the Rugby, 
the All Blacks vs France. Unfortu-
nately the numbers coming to club for 
Rugby have not improved so we will 
not be opening for the final games. 
 
21st Nov cutoff for photography Prize 
Giving. Please all your photos to John 
Scott for judging before the 21st No-
vember 2011. The photo competitions 
have been very successful over the 
last couple of years and we look for-
ward to this yearôs entries. John and 
the photography special interest 
group focus over the last couple of 
months has been electronic presenta-
tions or video so hopefully we will 
have more entries this year for the 
Hollywood Award.      
 
 
Those members, men and women 
who are into Pool and Darts then we 
have the Club Trophy competitions 
on the Saturday 26th November.    

 
Thanks to all those that helped on the 
cleanup on the 24th and 25th Septem-
ber: Mike Percy, Ian Grace, Deanne 
Oxton, John Scott and Cameron 
Smirk. If anyone did not notice the 
changes we annual rugdoctor of the 
carpet, a well overdue waterblasting 
of the deck and a mighty cleanup of 
the kitchen has certainly made a big 
difference. 
 
Thanks to Bruce Reid of the Coast-
guard for presenting at the October 
Club Meeting. Fantastic speaker, 
great  to hear about all the good work 
the coastguard are doing and enjoyed 
by all who attended. 
 

We should all be looking forward to 
the Truk presentation on the  
2nd November after hearing how 
great the diving was and how rea-
sonably priced it turned out. A must 
attend for all those wreck divers out 
there. 
 
We look forward to seeing you at the 
club at a number of events planned 
over the next couple of months. 
Check the calendar and be sure to 
get in early for the Xmas Dinner tick-
ets as well as Spook;s A La Carteô 
dinner. 
 
Happy Diving   
 
Cameron Smirk   

President 
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Dive Club Calendar 
The club is open every Wednesday and Friday from 7:30pm to 10:30pm 

12-13th Nov Oceanz conference in Tau-
ranga. Oceanz is NZ's only diving confer-
ence and exhibition being held in Tau-
ranga on 12-13th November 2011. 
With ticket prices as low as $25 per day 
for pre-booking this is a great opportunity 
to catchup on NZ diving.   
Go to www.oceanzdiveconference.com for more info... 

 
28th October Friday: $7 Pizza Night. The Pizza oven kindly provided free of 
charge by Leisure Designs you can even cook your own pizza if you want. 
 
2nd Nov Wednesday: Monthly Club Night: Mark Stoneman: Truk Lagoon 
 
5-6th November Saturday & Sunday Fantail Bay/Stony Bay Camp & Diving 
 
10-14 Nov: Outer Great Barrier Reef on Live Aboard  for AU$990 for 5 days 
and 4 nights. Price excludes flight to/from Cairns. Contact: Lee Findlay.  

16th Nov Wed  Spook de Chef A la Carteô Dinner   
16th Nov Wed  Photography Special Interest Meeting  
 
20th Nov Sun Scallop dive Jones Bay.Meet 8:30am at Club or 10am on beach. 
 
26th Nov Sat 12noon Man & Womenôs Pool and Darts Competitions for 2011 
Trophies 
 

21st Nov, Monday, Closing Prize Giving Photography & Diving Competitions  

7th Dec, Wednesday, Monthly Meeting Prize Giving  

10th Dec Saturday Scallop dive Cornwallis. Meet on Jetty car park. Time TBA. 
 

10th Dec Saturday, 6pm Christmas Dinner Party 

22nd Decð10 Jan 2012  Club Dive Rooms closed for Xmas and New Year  
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With the cut-off at the end of  
November for Dive Master (Dive 
Leader) of the year and Club 
Diver of the Year make sure you 
are on club dives. 
 
Currently at 21 Diving days 
since 1st June with the numbers 
having been updated the Truk 
trip and for the  first scallop dive 
of the season on the 24th Sep-
tember. 
 
Andrew is still eading the charge 
towards Club Diver of year.  
 
With Boof and Peng are joint 
leaders for Dive Leader of the 
year, so watch this space.  
 

Club Diving Participation  

21 Club Dive Days Dive Leader Club Diver 

Andrew Ferguson 0 10 

Mark Stoneman 0 8 

Dave Sherry 0 8 

Joanne  Selby 0 8 

Steve Roberts 0 6 

Willy Ritson 0 6 

Bruce Porter 0 4 

Michael Lawson 0 4 

Peng 2 3 

Roger Crimmins 1 2 

Benny Larsen 0 2 

Ian Grace 0 2 

Neil de Jong 0 2 

Dylan Paul 0 1 

Jason Bartlett 0 1 

Katrina Natua 0 1 

Mike Fenwick 0 1 

Reece Davidson 0 1 

Boof 2 0 

Michael Meisner 1 0 

 Spook de Chef  
A la Carteô Dinner   

on Wednesday, 16th Nov starting 7:00pm 
our bar menu will be as follows: 

Entrees 

Terrine of Black Pudding and Choritzo $12 
Garlic King Prawns $12  

Mains 
Bouillabaisse $20 

Boeuf Bourguignon $20 

****Limited number of portions available so be in early****  

Eat well and enjoy the Photography SIG Meeting 
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Recipe Of The Month 
With the scallop in season and with members already enjoying a feed or two we 
thought we would continue with scallop recipes from the Spot X Wild Foods book. 
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Spot X Tides 
Predicted Tide times are as per 
the NZ Nautical Almanac and may 
differ from the actual tides  
observed. 

Auckland Time Differences 

 High 
Mins 

Low 
Mins 

Coromandel -21 -15 

Mangawhai Head +05 +05 

Sandspit +05 +05 

Kawau -15 -04 

Mangawhai Heads +05 +05 

Matiatia ðWaiheke 0 +10 

Tititiri Matangi Island +10 -3 

Tutukaka Harbour -08 +04 

Weiti River Entrance +01 +07 

Onehunga Time Differences 

Bethellôs Beach -40 -50 

Cornwallis -20 -11 

Muriwai Beach -40 -30 

Papakura Channel -31 -20 

Waiuku +30 +30 

Spot X Diving Spot 

WUDC Shore Dive Challenge 
The Shore Dive challenge is an initiative to find the perfect shore dive within three 
hours of Auckland.  The end game would be to select the best shore dive site to ulti-
mately establish a guided wire dive similar to those in Tauranga and Lake Pupuke.  
Neil De Jong has identified 100 proposed Shore Dive sites which over the next year or 
two the club is looking to dive. So if you are tried of diving Goat, Mathesons and Jones 

Bay then get into the Shore Dive Challenge. Future editions detail where, when & how. 
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KAYAKS KAYAKS KAYAKS 

Dive HQ West is now an official agent for... 

Check Out The Range at Dive HQ West. 
 

Paul can personally recommend one of these fine kayaks, he has one. 
 

Prices starting from as little as $ 1,149.00 
We also have all the accessories necessary to make your kayaking safe and fun. 
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JUNIOR OPENWATER 
Zara Ata 
 
OPENWATER 
Eryn Isdale  Kevin Dickie  Elizabeth Ault 
Teige OôRegan John Campbell Rachelle Weber 
David Bright  Fryday Ata  Yannic Sommer 
Tim Braun  Tuari Rapihana Maurice Stanley 
 
ADVANCED OPENWATER 
Joesph Campbell Evangeline Smith 
 
RESCUE 
Dylan Paul  David Curran  Joseph Parsons 
Leuila Tautogi Reece Davidson James Dell 
Evangeline Smith Katrina Natua 

INSTRUCTORS:   

Andrew Ruffles  Michael Lawson  

Milestones 

William Ritson  David Taka  Jo Selby 
Mike and Lynn Fenwick Paul Gargiulo Katy Tapling 
Shane Tautu   Robert Seys  Paul Bougher 
Benny Larsen 

Renewing Membersðsubscriptions were due 1st Sept 11 

Welcome, we look forward to catching up with you all in the club. 

Christmas Party 
  

Bring your Christmas cheer and appetite to  
the Dive Clubôs Christmas Party. 

 

Saturday 10th December 2011 
from 6:00pm  

WUDC Club Rooms, 5 Portage Road, New Lynn 
 

$20 Ticket to admit 1 person  
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Dive HQ West Career Diver Training 

Looking for a career change????  Courses available: 

¶ National Certificate in Diving Foundation. 
¶ National Certificate in Diving Leadership. 
¶ Diploma in Professional Scuba Instruction ï graduating as an Ad-

vanced Scuba Dive Instructor with 5 specialty ratings. 
¶ National Certificate in Retail. 
¶ National Certificate in Adult Education and Training. 
¶ Certificate In Medic First Aid Instruction. 

  email deanne@divehqwest.co.nz 

Next Diploma intake commencing January 2012  
Student Loans apply for these courses.  

*Dive HQ West Auckland is an approved delivery site of The Academy 
of Diving, which is registered with NZQA. 

Diver Training 
 

PADI  OPENWATER  DIVE  COURSE 
 
WEEKEND CLASS Starts Saturday 5th November 9am OW1 Sun 13th Nov 
Cost $450.00  Run during the day on weekends OW2 Sun 20th Nov 

EVENING CLASS Starts Tuesday 1st November 6:30pm OW1 Sat 19th Nov  

Cost $450.00  Runs Tuesday & Thursday evenings OW2  Sat 3rd   Dec 

DAY CLASS  Monday 12th December 9am  OW1 Wed 14thDec  

Cost $395.00  Course runs over 4 days  OW2  Thu  15thDec 

Prices vary from our standard price being $450.00 and $350.00 for winter season.  
Private one on one courses on request. School holiday courses set for the first week in 
every term run at $350.00. Try dives and refresher course on request. 
 
PADI  ADVANCED  OPEN WATER COURSE (to be advised) 
Run over one weekend at Northland Dive.   Includes all training, manuals, international 
certification, accommodation, meals and boat dives, including the Wreck of the Canter-
bury. $550 (own gear) or $650 with hire equipment included. 
 
CAREER  COURSE ï DIPLOMA IN PROFESSIONAL SCUBA INSTRUCTION 
Next Intake commencing 25th January 2012 

mailto:deanne@divehqwest.co.nz
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Boof Michael  
Lawson  

Daniel 
Collier 

CSI27:  

Dive HQ West Tertiary Team 

TERTIARY CS1 27 AND 28 
CSI27 course is now almost complete Boof and Lurch sitting their I.E. next 
week in Whangarei and then meeting up with Kelly Weeds of Dive Zone BOI to 
do their specialty exams.   All the very best guys you deserve to pass well. 
CSI28 have now finished rescue and are  busy studying for their first profes-
sional level of Divemaster. 
A large class who have bonded particularly well.  We welcome a new addition 
to the class psychology graduate Steven Kennedy from Palmerston North .   
Steven is a rescue diver and will be joining us on the 12th October. 
DEANNE 

David  
Curran  

Joseph 
Parsons       

Katrina  
Natua 

Dylan  
Paul

  

Reece 
Davidson 

Leuila 
Tautogi  

CSI28:  

Evangeline 
Smith 

Jamie 
Dell 

Stephen 
Kennedy 
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Supporting the People who get us Wet 
Destinations available every Weekend include the Poor Knights, Twin Wrecks, 
Bay of Islands and other destinations available on alternating basis include Lit-
tle Barrier, Hen & Chicks, Gt Barrier, Mokohinaus, Goat Island & Tawharanui. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo Competitions closing 21st Nov  

Be sure to get your photos into John Scott before the 21st Nov 2011.  
Prize Giving is on the 7 Dec 2011  

 
Katy Oxten Trophy (best NZ Photo)  

Phil Bendle Trophy (best underwater photo)  
SubAqua Cup (best diving related photo)  

Black and White Trophy  
The Novice Cup  

Mike Batterton Trophy (best Portfolio)  
Holloywood Award (best electronic presentation)  


