WESTERN ===
SZUNDERUJATER

The Bottom Times November 2009

November monthly Meeting 2009 Monthly Meetings
Wednesday, November 4th
Speaker: Wednesday 11th November
Dee and Mike Pignneguy Research Team Meeting
Nature's Techno Tricks Like Harry
Houdini, the octopus is also an es- Wednesday 18th November

capeologist. New Zealand's Torpedo
Ray was using electricity long before

the Italian-born physicist Alessandro
Volta produced an electric current. Wednesday, December 2nd

Mike and Dee Pigneguy will intro- Club Xmas Party and Prize Giving
duce you to the science of Biomi- Wednesday

metics using a series of stunning

photographs taken underwater as

well as on land!

Calling for entries to Photography Competitions
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Western Underwater Contacts

Western Underwater Dive Club Inc.
5 Portage Road, New Lynn, Auckland

Committee
President Cameron Smirk Mobile: 021-359-121
Secretary Andrew Ferguson Mobile: 027-280-2019
Treasurer Deanne Oxton Mobile: 09-827-7008
Vice President Dave Sherry Mobile: 021-449 650
Club Captain Willie Ritson Mobile: 021-1700-124
Junior SIG Andrew Ferguson Mobile: 027-280-2019
Photography SIG John Scott Private: 09-817-8640
Research Team  Mike Percy Mobile: 021-661-832
Membership Damos Albert Business: 09-827-7008
Dive Coordinator Jason Bartlett Mobile: 0274 543 394
Event Coordinator Andrew Ferguson Mobile: 027-280-2019
Website Kit Bishop Private: 09-838-9605
Magazine Editor Dave Sherry Mobile: 021-449-650

Foreign Correspondents

Brazil: Paulo Machado Paulo@machadoboatdesign.com
Australia: Sandra Bogun doubleOtrouble@hotmail.com
Thailand: Mark Anderson whoisbiga@gmail.com

Hours of Operation:
The club is open every Wednesday and Friday from 7:30pm.

Clubrooms Hireage:
The club is available for hire for private functions. Please contact
Deanne on ph: 827-7008 for function enquiries.

Advertising Rates: Contact the Dave Sherry on
Quarter page: $20.00/ issue 021-449-650 or dsherry@osiris.co.nz for
Half page: $35.00 / issue advertising or other enquiries
Full page: $65.00 / issue

The deadline for contributions, advertising and Letters to the Editor is
10th of the month of publishing. The magazine is published on the 17th of
the Month prior to the month to which it applies.

Any opinions expressed in this article are not necessarily the opinion of the
editor or WUDC committee. Anonymous letters to the Editor will not be pub-
lished.

2 www.westernunderwater.org.nz



The Bottom Line keeping your diving Passion alive

Ités great to see tebtefux Dasdnmishcaaly ougDiva r
surgence of member-related activities  coordinator and he has similar size
in recent times. plans for Club Diving so stay in touch.

This is largely due to people taking on  The list goes on: John for the Photo-
responsibility and devoting many per-  gragh Special Interest Group, Mike

sonal hours without expectation of for the Research Team, Dave Sherry
reward and we are beginning to see for this Dive Mag. All these and other
the benefits of their time. funsungd members he

amount of work for the club over the
There have been so many thathave a5 two o three years and it is up to

contributed over tRh&qnesAdintin &8 incleasd e " €

Iuctaqt to name names but | have-two momentum. Next time you see these
unbelievable efforts Can not go with- guys, let them know you appreciate

out mentioning. their efforts and if you can, ask how

The role of Club captain is a huge job ~ You ¢an help.

and Willy has risen to the occasion | had to leave out many names but

with the stamina of a true Champion. the point is Good clubs are not run by

If you have been wondering lately committees, they are run by the mem-
how the bar has stayed so well bership and whil e i
stocked or how the chips never run see more members taking on different
out or even how Newcastle Brown Ale  8SPECts of running the club and vari-

: ous_activities dor
appeared behind theg Bar, youove dgot
Willy to thank for it.  Willy gives his
free time on Saturdays and club Dondt | et these mer
nights to stock the bar and clean the be in vain i get behind them and offer
lines. your services. Everyone has a talent

T everyone can contribute. Your of-
Jason has utilised his catering skills fer of help will be greatly appreciated.

to provide culinary demonstrations
and even a fully catered mid year
xmas party which was fantastic and

If you enjoy the club, let a friend know
and maybe bring them along one
night, they may decide to join. You

then the Ocktoberfest. A great deal never know, they may even learn to
of effort by Jason and his helpers re- dive.
sulted in an excellent night for the Good diving!
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Club Events Calender

Wed 21st Oct 8 Photography SIGd John Scott Presentation

Fri 23 Octd Mon 26 Octd Club Labour Weekend Dive Trip

Wed 4th November Monthly Meeting Dee & Mike Pignneguy
Wed 11th November Research Team Meeting

Wed 18th November Photography SIG Coaching

Wed, December 2nd Club Xmas Party and Prize Giving
Spook de Chef

Welcome

RENEWING MEMBERS

John, Pauline and Oliver Scott, Sean Campbell , Paul Gargiulo, Andrew
Ferguson

NEW MEMBERS

Joanne Selby. Tracy and Mark Robinson. Doug Mclsaac, Derek John
Peter Goodson

The President and Committee welcomes all new and renewing
members. We look forward to seeing you all in the club rooms.
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Dive Trips Calender

Destinations available every Weekend include the Poor Knights, Twin Wrecks,
Bay of Islands and other destinations available on alternating basis include
Little Barrier, Hen & Chicks, Gt Barrier, Mokohinaus, Goat Island and Tawha-
ranui.

Saturday 24" October Poor Knights departing Tutukaka
World rated dive sites suitable for all divers $125

Sunday 25" October Poor Knights departing Tutukaka
Brilliant for Photography and suitable for all divers  $125

Monday 26™ October Little Barrier departing Leigh Wharf
Includes Scallop Dive, Cray and scenic $110

Saturday 31° October Sail Rock / Hen Island departing Leigh Wharf
Good cray hunting $120

Sat 14™ November Astrolabe Reef / Penguin Shoals departing Tauranga
(Stunning Diving for the more advanced divers) $90

Bookings can be taken for singles or groups. (Minimum numbers apply).
You can book any of these trips through Dive HQ West Auckland (09 i
8277008) or paul@divehgwest.co.nz or call in and see us at 5 Portage Rd,

New Lynn. The trip is the same price regardless of booking through us or

by booking direct.

Call Dive HQ West to book now! phone : 8277008

PADI Open Water Dive Course
Evening Class i starts Tuesday 3" November
Weekend Class i starts Sunday 1* November

PADI Advanced Open Water Course
Enjoy a weekenddbés diving with Northl
Wreck of the Canterbury, 2 nights accommodation, meals and air fills
and return home a qualified
Padi Advanced Open Water diver.
Cost $550.00 (Own Gear) or $650.00 (with Hire gear)
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Most Interesting Artefact Competition 2009

#1: Mark Stonemands F & Mareh 2002
at Cathedral Cave, Piercy Island. Recovered on Wed 18"
March by Roger Crimmins.

#2: Pair of Rock Island sunglasses recovered from Goat Is-
land by Martin Hitch on 30" March 2009.

#3: A 6kg Dumbbell Recovered from Sylvan Park at Lake Pu-
puke by Jason Bartlett on the 3™ May 2009. | believe that Da-
mos Albert purposely placed this there last year for the terti-
ary students to do some arm exercises at depth. Ironic that it
has found itdés way back to W

#4. Left Lace up Dry Suit boot recovered from the Rowing
Club Area Lake Pupuke by Kelly Withers 14™ May 2009.

#5: Lake Poo extremely Rare Artefactd a limited edition Lake

Poo Bausch and Lomb Umbrella discovered under extremely
adverse conditions and extreme depth by Dave Sherry.

Cray Competition 2009

3 Cray weighed in by club members so far for 2009:

. Tony Hawke caught a 2.25 kg red at Gt Barrier 8" January 2009.
. Dennis Major caught a 1.89 kg red at Gt Barrier 23" March 2009.

. Tony Hawke caught a 1.68 kg packhorse at Gt Barrier 3" April
2009.
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FAFLFOO Award : Dive Community 20(

The FAFLFOO Award is sponsored by Dive HQ West Auckland and is to be
presented to a club member who has supported the facility. Points are earned
monthly by club members for their efforts benefiting the facility and the club
over the month. Points are not necessarily awarded if it is deemed to be part
of their employment, committee duties or for something that has already had
points awarded for.

The harsh winter weather has certainly curtailed dive trip action over the last
month and apart from the break in in the club rooms, club activities have also
been minimal. With the slow down in diving activity, 14 Points were awarded to
members for the month of August. These points were shared between 8 club
members and at the end of August the leader board is closely contested.

11 Points awarded for the month of August / September

Jason Bartlett 13  August Guest Chef Spot & Xmas Dinner
Mike Percy 10 Research Team Promotion
Andrew Fergusso®  pay| Collinson 3

Dave Sherry
Damos Albert

Willie Ritson 9 Jo McKinnon 2
JohnScott 9 Mercedes Bishop2
Cameron Smirk 7 Michelle Bishop 2
Paul Gargiulo 6 George Currie 2
Galvin Bartlett 6 Anne Shepherd 2
Martin Hitch 6 Albie Shepherd 2
Allan Roche ©  Shaynalrving 1
Marty Trow 5  Mike Fenwick 1
Kit Bishop S  LynnFenwick 1
Benny Larsen Z Mark Ashcroft 1
3

Inviting new Students into clubrooms
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Photography Competition 2009

Entries into the WUDC 2009 photography competition are being accepted now!

Everyone has an entry they can sulbi
All qualifying entries will be on show at the WUDC Xmas party, Wednesday December
2nd from 7pm prize giving to commence at 8:30pm and will include viewing of photos
and movies. A single entry can be made in more than one category. First, second and
runner-up prizes will be awarded in the following categories:

e Sub Aqua Cup i Best Diving related photograph. Can be below or above water.
Opens up plenty of opportunities for <cljul
show off their above water photography skills.

e Phil Bendle Trophy 1 Best Underwater Photograph. Awarded for the best individ-
ual underwater image of the year.

& Mike Batterton Trophy i A portfolio of any 5 underwater images to be submitted.
Each entrant may submit a maximum of 3 portfolios.

& The Novice Cup (sponsored by WUDC)- Best Underwater photograph by a nov-
ice photographer (a novice being someone who has not previously won a photo com-
petition)

e The Black and White Trophy (sponsored by John J Scott) - Best black and White
underwater photograph (can be a colour picture converted to black and white) B&W
submissions are also eligible in the other 5 categories

e The NZ Underwater Trophy (sponsored by Paul Oxton) - Best New Zealand un-
derwater photograph (taken in NZ waters)

e The Hollywood Trophy (sponsored by Dave Sherry)d Best Diving related Movie
(video, animation, slideshow or a combination). Must include sound (for example, mu-
sic overlay or narration or both). Maximum duration of 10 minutes of which at least
50% (as measured by time) must be diving themedd whether under or above water.

Submissions must be provided either on a DVD or in hard copy format properly la-
beled with your name and accompanied by written description of each submission,
noting categories entered into and lodged in a sealed envelope in the WUDC Photog-
raphy Competition sealed box by Saturday 28th November 2009. Any questions
should be directed at a member of the committee at the earliest opportunity.

Judgesd decisions are fina
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Unfinished Business- The Lermontov

It all started on a rainy morning the The day dawned fine with some
1% October, when | say morning | cloud and three guys eager and
mean 12.30 am we met at Georges busting to get going after a really
place. The journey started to Wel- good night sleep i the lodge is
lington. Strange that there was lit- really nice to stay in. We headed
tle traffic on the road apart from the off to the wreck of the Lermontov.
trucks going Darren and |
the other way. were in first with
We hit Wel- Andrea our
lington  with guide. My first
some time to impression  of
spare so it the ship was
was off to Te Ailts huge
Papa and The first dive
then  some- was a by the
what bleary book orientation
eyed headed dive. We went
onto a spec- through  the
tacular trip on bridge that
the Interislander to Picton. There seemed to go on forever. Before
we met up with Brent from Godive. we went in Andrea signalled that
With takeaways on board it was remember that bubbles go up. Go-

onto the boat and then a van to re- ing through the bridge with the ship
mote Port Gore. Although it was on its side was weird, easy to get
dusk we could tell the scenery was disoriented. | was busy looking
spectacular. around when | noticed the a flash-
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ing torch, down came a piece of
Scotia. After dealing with the tim-
ber and a reminder that this was a
true wreck it was

out of the door

and of to the bow

of the ship. This |
ship is huge and
likewise the
cranes and an-
chor wells. _
The next dive
was another look #
-around for me
and a chance for
some camera
work. Unfortunately the Viz was
down to around 57 6m. Even so
the amount of growth and the inter-
linking reclaiming of the ship to the
sea was impressive. Seeing pho-
tos of the arches of the ship in her

heyday and the diving on her in the
sea was somewhat spooky. See-
ing the rotting deck, the growth en-
crusted ladders and such was just
mind blowing for me. Again what a
huge ship.

www.westernunderwater.org.nz

The next day was a busy day for
diving for Darren and Myself.
George however decided to be
great white
hunter. He

w a s
dropped

off at fish-

ing spots

» » with plenty
. of bait

“ _ (beer) and
clearly en-

joyed him-
self. He
a also  put

the young bucks to shame tramp-
ing to the top of the hills around to
get some amazing shots.

Darren and myself got to do the
panicle dive in my view i the En-
gine Room. It was to say the least

awesome, if not somewhat intimi-
dating. | chose not to add the extra
task loading of a camera and just
went in with main tank and a pony
back up. This room is 6 decks
high. Our guide Brent comfortably
briefed us and led us through but it
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was dark. | have spent hours in
caves on end but a good couple of
torches are really needed here.
The exit is a straight up a narrow
gangplank and then out. The en-
gine room is not tight in fact is
somewhat spacious. Seeing the
trolleys and engines and
gauges etc. All | can say is that
| have unfinished business.

The following dive was a trip to

ema through corridors and g
rooms | can really see why the
dives are so clearly planned.
Andrea our Guide was awe- -
some. The last dive of the dive
was a scollie dive. | struggled
at first becausc
for the scallops the size of plates.
Soon got the hang of it. Smiles all
around. Thanks George.

The next day was closed in and too
rough for a descent trip so we put it
up the spout for the next trip. The
trip back was spectacular, waves,
snow and bad jokes. It was great.
Next October | plan to do it again.
As | say T unfinished business.

Andrew Ferguson
Thanks to George and Darren

Photography SIG NextMeeting Wednesday, November 18th 7.30pm

Past presentations have included:
fects your results.

wide-angle.

The Underwater Photography Special Interest Group welcomes anyone
from novice to expert (you don't even need to own a camera)

If you want to take photographs underwater or just enjoy looking at un-
derwater images then come along to the Western underwater Photo
Special Interest Group. We meet the third Wednesday of each month.
At each SIG meeting we share our photos from local trips and tropical
destinations and then focus on a particular topic that will help improve
the way we take underwater photos.

e Understanding of the use of light at different depths and how it af-
e "Tricks of the trade" for underwater flash photography. Macro vs

e How to use Picassod Goo gl eb6 s

Free Graphic

(7]
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WUDC Research Teanext Meeting Wednesday, Nov 11th, 7:30pm

Common
Sense in the
decision
making proc-
ess - what
m mo n

With the jury still out on a legal
attack on the set net ban regula-
tions - no matter what side you sit
on, you can be assured of one
thing, and that is, things are never
going to be the same as they
were twenty years ago. The Fed-
eration of Commercial Fishermen,

,, e

Rarest of the world's 32 marine dolphin species

along with a number of regional
fishery management companies
including the Nelson-based Chal-
lenger Finfisheries Management
Company, successfully won an
interim order delaying the intro-
duction of some of the measures.
They also sought a judicial review
asking for some of Mr Anderton's
decisions to be set aside so they

www.westernunderwater.org.nz

can be reviewed by current Fish-
eries Minister Phil Heatley. The
case was recently presented in
the High Court at Wellington, with
the decision to be released at a
later date. In trying to find solu-
tions to the problems with our en-
vironment we come up against a
barrage of regulations and court
actions. We have, as a nation, be-
come a land of bureaucracy and
regulation. Any issue that is
brought into the arena for solving
is mashed by an involved consul-
tation and submission process.
Often, in the consultation process,
complex legislation emerges like
the Resource Management Act
(RMA) and has the
average member of
£ the community run-
ning for cover, leav-
ing whatever
6l ndustryo
yers to take over.
For the past eighteen
years | have been involved in a
move to support a management
plan to protect the Mauis dolphin -
formally known as the North Is-
|l and Hector 0s
merous consultation processes,
have seen me travelling up and
down t he North
Coast from Kawhia to the South
Head of the Kaipara Harbour at-

13
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tending more meetings than | can tion. It looks like the Mauis dolphin
remember. Genetically different is heading in the same direction.
from the South Island species, it is Being a taonga (treasure) to Maori,
now classified as extremely endan- it would be natural to get some
gered with an estimated number of support from the iwi. Davis Apiti of
around 100 dolphins surviving Ngai Tahu (Kawhia) has made a
(Kakapo numbers). This makes it great contribution. Virtually nothing
t he worl dés s mal IfremsNgapahn(Morthr of theeKsiparam e
rine dolphin. Most Mauis dolphins Harbour), Ngati Whatua (Rodney
are now concentrated in an area and Waitakere), Te Kawerau a
between the Manukau Harbour and Maki and finally Ngati Te Ata
Port Waikato. Jobs or the loss of a (Franklin). Water quality, fishing
personal freedom verses extinction rights, and the depletion of fish /
of a species - you choose. The shellfish (kia moana) stocks are but
world is under threat of mass spe- few of the issues that Maori have
cies extinction and does anybody grievances over. Our West Coast
care? We have all heard of global urgently needs a protection man-
warming and the implications, but agement plan. Would you support
we donodt know wh athec ocuolndc ehpatp peefn & f
we loose too many species. What r i ne Par kdé or WO U

about loss of biodiversity? The
world has evolved over the past
10,000 vyears, giving us stability
with nature that is far from 60 mil-
lion years ago when something
dramatic like a huge meteor
slammed into our planet resulting in
a wave of global destruction and
mass extinction.

What is sad about a particular ani-
mal 6 s extinction
cares about its loss. How could this
happen? The New Zealand Slender
Bush Wren extinction (1975) went
almost entirely un-remarked by the
public of New Zealand, who remain
as silent as the bird itself about the
tragedy that had befallen the na-

14

other layer of complex legislation?
Perhaps a unified agreement
(charter) to uphold what is precious
in the area - signed by iwi and the
stakeholder community is all we
need. The Research Team, who
have been proactive in supporting
research and awareness of the
Mauis dolphin have played a mean-

I ngf ul part i n he
rightt te surwivl. e n nobody
The Research Team

ing will be held on Wednesday No-
vember 11" 7.30pm. We would like
to see some new faces - to be part
of a group of Dive Club members
who care about our marine environ-
ment.

www.westernunderwater.org.nz



Recipe of the Month

Brochette de Coquilles St Jacques.
(Braised Scallop Kebabs)

After a good days gathering from
home the catch and shell them. You will notice that the European folks
tend to remove the roe from their scallops. | leave this entirely up to you
(I leave them on).

Scallops are a little easier to shell when they have been chilled for a few
hours.

You will need a nice chunk of Smoked Pork Belly, these taste
S0000000000000000 good. Not too great for the arteries but hey, we
need to do this from time to time. Cut this into chunks about the size of
the scallops.

Half eight cherry tomatoes and combine on skewers with the bacon
chunks and scallops.

Simply fry in a sauté pan P S S
until the scallops are.,
cooked, serve on cab-
bage and plain rice. #_
Make sure you use a
good quality Olive Oil. "
Finally | tend to drizzle
this with a little truffle oil =
once served. This is not =
compulsory as truffle oil
is not wallet friendly. >

Simpl vy, Quiék,
Glad I Dive.

Dive Safe, Dive Right, Dive Western Underwater.
Spook
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OKTOBERFEST 2009!

Once again, Da Spook ex-
celled himself, with the able
assistance of Andrew cooking
a complete German meal of
several courses to the delight
of the club members who
washed it down with some
good German beer (and some
Old Peculiar as well).

While the occasion was lightly
patronised, those members
and guests who did attend
had a great time. It was very good
to see quite few of our newer
members at the occasion, with
Debbie and Derek and friends

coming along in pink after attend-
ing a Breast Cancer awareness
function.

It was a great night and the doors
di dndt shut ouwa$pook, Andeew antd PebHiedréated us
to a great impromptu Jazz session which set the night off beautifully.

Thanks to everyone for helping make it a great night!
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MILESTONES

TERTIARY GRADUTATES 1 DIPLOMA IN PROFESSIONAL
SCUBA INSTRUCTION

Paul Gargiulo, Sheldon Turton, Jackie Faxon, Jeremy Burrows, Cornel Fox,
Mark Stoneman, Shayna Irving, Brook Dixon, Martin Hitch, Daniel Rae.

OPENWATER
Ben Harazim, Steven Tautu, Shane Tautu, Dane Gardner, Doug Mclsaac,
Brett Roberts, Vincent Fong, William Deoliveiva, Emma-Lea Graaf, David Hin-
ton. Michael Clemmett, Daniel Hall, Neil Smith, Theo Graaf, Jack Terei, Regan
Hunt, Anthony Stephenson, Emanuele Lai, Jarred Farley, Shengbin Wang .

JUNIOR OPENWATER

Dylan Harrison , Jacob Ball
Sincere congratulations to all!
Well Done!

Career Diver Training

Looking for a career change????

Courses available:
National Certificate in Diving Foundation.
National Certificate in Diving Leadership.
Diploma in Professional Scuba Instruction i graduating as an Advanced
Scuba Dive Instructor with 5 specialty ratings.
National Certificate in Retail.
National Certificate in Adult Education and Training.
Certificate In Medic First Aid Instruction.

Next Diploma intake commencing end of January 2010.
Student Loans apply for these courses.

*Dive HQ West Auckland is an approved delivery site
of The Academy of Diving.
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DiveHQ West Tertiary Team Update

CONGRATULATIONS AND FAREWELL TO CSI23!
What a fantastic outcome from this tertiary class, the best we have had for
many years. A great group of dedicated students with amazing support for
each other.
The graduation diplomas were presented at the club last Friday night by Roger
and myself and congratulations to every one of you on your outstanding
achievement. Also,
praise must go to Roger
these outcomes are a
credit to his tutoring.
Shayna presented Roger
on behalf of the class a
Taiaha with a greenstone
tongue. It was an enjoy-
able night and many
thanks to Dave, Willie and
Cam who helped out with
the BBQ etc.
Over the 36 weeks | have
come to know these stu-
dents very well and they have shown me the greatest respect and | will miss
you all. | wish you the best for your future. -Deanne Oxton

DiveHQ West Tertiary Team

Chris West Jamie Spurr Martin Hitch

nEB

o

; Shane Tautu
Matthew Quintal Shayna Irving

Daniel Hawks Steven Tautu

=

Mark Stoneman Scott Christensen
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Planning your next Dive Trip???
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