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Growth 
 

 
The horizon leans forward, offering you space to place new steps 

of change. Maya Angelou – American poet. B.1928 

Equipment Quiz 
The first correct entry drawn at the Club meeting on Wednesday 5th November wins a Seven Tenth’s Diving 

T Shirt of their choice courtesy of Dive HQ West Auckland. 
 

1) A valve that tends to open in the direction of flow is referred to as a what valve.? 
2) How often should a Scuba cylinder be visually inspected? 

3) What is the basic function of a 1st stage regulator? 
4) What is the function of an SPG? 

5) To prevent a scuba tank from rupturing due to over pressurisation, a burst disc is installed in the 
valve and is designed to rupture when the tank pressure rises above about what % of the tanks rated 

pressure? 
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Date Opening 

Time 
What’s Happening 

Wednesday 5 th November 7pm Club Meeting – Guest Speaker 
Peter Crabb 

Thursday       6th November 7pm Manukau Sports Fishing Club  

Friday            7th November 7pm Club Night 

Wednesday 12th November 7pm Club Night 

Thursday   13 th November 7.30pm Committee Meeting 

Friday         14th November 7pm Club Night 

Wednesday 19th November 7pm Club Night 

Friday        21st November 7pm Club Night 

Tuesday     25th November 7pm Caving Club 

Wednesday 26th November 7pm Club Night 

Friday         28th November 7pm Club Night 

 
Events Coming up! 

 
 
 
 

Wednesday 3rd December 
Club Xmas Function – Theme “D” Party 

Costumes as elaborate or as easy as you like – just 
theme on the letter “D” for December! 
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The Bottom Line - Presidents Page – November 2008 
 
 
 
The turnout for the October Club Night was lower than usual which was disappointing.  
Perhaps it was due to the monthly meeting actually falling on the 1st of the month, but 
whatever the reason, those that did attend were rewarded with an excellent presentation by 
Ian Skipworth.  Ian’s presentation on Truk Lagoon was first class and some of his photos 
were inspiring.  He topped the evening off by also showing us images from a trip to Dusky 
sound in the South Island.  The photos certainly encouraged me to put that area on my ‘to 
do’ list but probably not until I buy a dry suit! 
 
‘Tinny’ Paul Collinson won the $50 shop voucher and demonstrates the benefit of regularly 
dropping into the club for a beer in order to get plenty of sticks in the draw.  There were a 
number of correct entries for the front cover competition and Michelle Bishop was the 
lucky one drawn out.  She wins a Seven Tenth’s T-shirt. 
 
The Young Guns social on the 15th was attended by an enthusiastic bunch, but the quality 
of the shooting skills on display apparently left a lot to be desired!  However, fun was had 
by all, and a big thanks to Dave Sherry for doing most of the work to organise the evening.  
 
On the 22nd, John Scott presented video and photographic proof of what a wonderful trip 
the attendees of the Tongan Club Tour had recently.  John compiled a 15 minute DVD 
presentation, complete with music soundtrack, which was simply top notch.  Some of the 
whale images were incredible with one shot of a mother and calf being a potential award 
winner.  Unfortunately John did not take that one! 
 
The winners of the club trophies will all be decided at the end of November, with prize 
giving to take place at the Xmas Party event on 3 December.  In particular, I encourage 
everyone who has any underwater photographs to submit them to Paul by 20 November – 
you have to be in to win! 
 
As you can tell, there is a lot of activity in the club at present so if you haven’t come down 
for a while think about making the effort.  The Xmas party will be coming up soon and, by 
popular demand, it will be another ‘letter themed’ event.  See details inside.  As a fund 
raising initiative, we are doing a Xmas raffle and are looking for donations of any 
equipment, or other things which you may no longer need, to be included in the prize.  If 
you can contribute anything just give it to Paul.  It would be most appreciated. 
 
 
Happy diving! 
 
Lee Findlay 
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Snippets 
Biggest Cray Competition 
New member Gary Wihongi is the only member to weigh in a cray for this season. Gary caught a 
beauty, a 4.3kg packhorse at Triangle Island, Karekare Peninsula on the 15th December 2007. Gary 
was aboard the charter vessel Intrepid and the skipper Roy verified the weight. There is also a great 
photo of the cray covering the length of Gary’s Scuba cylinder! 
Could take a bit of beating this one!  
Most Interesting Artefact Competition 
Three entries have been registered so far this season, two by Damos Albert who recovered an old 
parking meter form Lake Pupuke on the 17th April 2008, and then a Chinese porcelain plate on the 
20th August and from Paul Collinson with a bait runner reel, and rod set found at Bird Island, BOI 
on the 28th January 2008. 
Club Draw 
Be in to win the club draw, drawn at the monthly meeting on the 1st Wednesday of each month. 
You do not have to be at the monthly meeting to win the draw. If your name is drawn and you are 
not present at the time of the draw, you are still a winner! Each time you come down to the 
clubrooms for a drink and support the club, be sure to register your name at the bar with the person 
on duty. The more times you are in the clubrooms, then the more chances you receive in the draw! 
The prize is a $50 voucher each month to be redeemed at Dive HQ West Auckland. The Western 
Underwater Dive Club sponsors the voucher. 
E-Mail Contact 
If you wish to receive your magazine by e-mail, rather than having it posted, please send your e-
mail address to paul@divehqwest.co.nz. 
Purchase you own Club Glass 
Purchasing your own club glass / handle at the bar in the clubrooms at a cost of $10 per year, 
enables you to receive a discount on your drinks when using your glass. An example of the discount 
is a handle of beer becomes $3.00 instead of the $4.00 normally charged. We even give you your 
first drink in the glass complimentary! Ask at the bar for details on either a wine, beer or spirit 
glass. 
Club Pennant for Sale 
Support you club and fly a club pennant. Two types available, blue with white (small) $20.00 each 
or Blue with Gold (large) $35.00.  Purchase from either the Clubrooms, or from the shop. 
Club Reunion Polo Shirts for Sale:  
Club shirts are available for purchase from bar staff in the clubrooms. 
Welcome   
 
Renewing Members 
Louise Bosley & Family  Ken Gill  Lee Tamihere    

 
Congratulations 
PADI Open Water 
Harriet Bews  Jarred Tepaki  Juanita Hopkins Jordan Tuarae 
Wyatt Bell  Patrick Marsh  Hannah Winter Mark Hawkins 
Derek Tims  Keith Macy  Sarah Rouse  Derek Tims 
Nicole Seeque  Andrew Lomax Christian Baker Eleanor Nattrass 
Kelly Nisbet  Kieran Reid  Connor Reid  Tamara Iti 
Andrew Crail  Anna Tadeusiak Arvind Dayal  Callum Proebstel 
Kathy Moy-Low 
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PADI Junior Open water 

Oliver Scott 
 

 
 
 
PADI Resort Course 
Sam Souness 
PADI Advanced Open Water 
Sarah Turner  Michael Turner Logan Jackson  Anthony Curry-Irons 
Mathew Nannestad Michael Meisner 
PADI Rescue Diver 
Jarrod Dunn  Peter McIntyre 
PADI Open Water Instructor 
Damos Albert 
 

Club Prize Giving 
 

The annual presentation of Club Trophies will be at the Christmas Social on Wednesday 3rd 
December. Cut off for entries for the Photographic Competitions, biggest cray and most 
Interesting artefacts competitions is Thursday 20th November. All entries must be handed 
into Paul at the shop by this date. 
Photographic Competition Rules for the 3 different trophies: 
Sub Aqua Cup – Best Diving related photograph. Can be below or above water. Opens up 
plenty of opportunities for club members without underwater camera’s to show off their 
above water photography skills. 
Phil Bendle Trophy – Best Underwater Photograph. Awarded for the best individual 
underwater image of the year. 
Mike Batterton Trophy – A portfolio of 5 images to be submitted. Each entrant may 
submit a maximum of 3 portfolios. Each portfolio must be clearly labelled and include 3 of 
the following types of shots within the portfolio: 

�� Underwater Close up shot. 
�� Underwater Wide angle shot. 
�� Diver in underwater environment. 
�� Diver in topside activity. 
�� Aquatic Topside Shot.  
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Featured Photography Portfolio . 
This months featured photos are from club member John Scott.  

The portfolio features a juvenile Lion Fish, a Jewell Nudibranch and 
silhouetted divers at Shark Reef, Ras Mohammed. 

John also took the photograph of new junior club member Oliver, during 
the club’s recent trip to Tonga. 
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DE CHRISTMAS 
PARTY OF DE 

YEAR! 
 

ON DE WEDNESDAY 3RD DECEMBER 

7:00PM AT DE CLUB ROOMS 

AT DE 

5 PORTAGE RD, NEW LYNN 
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NEW YEAR’S 
PARTY! 

 

ANOTHER YEAR OVER? 
ANOTHER NAIL IN YOUR COFFIN? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

NEVER MIND! 
JOIN US AT WUDC ON DEC 31 FROM 3PM 

FOR A NEW YEAR’S BASH! 
 
 

GO ON! SPIT DEATH IN THE EYE AND 
HAVE A GOOD TIME DOING IT! 
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All Welcome! 
 

Saturday 15th November 2008 
Cornwallis Beach 

Join us for the Second Club scallop dive of the season! 
 

First – the Dive! 
Rendezvous Cornwallis Beach 

mall Boat owners 
Bring your boats! 

Non-Divers! 
Get an allowance by crewing on someone’s boat 

DON’T FORGET THE MUSSELS! 
 

Second the Cook – off! 
Bring your Scallop recipe and impress your mates! 

 Scallop, Mussel Barbie and sausage sizzle at the Club 
Bar will be open! 

Bring your favourite Scallop recipe! 
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Mares Hardware Specials 

 +  

+ +   
Usually $1992     Save $597 

Now Only $1395.00!! 

Second Hardware System also available 
incorporating  

Mares Prestige 12 Regulator, Mares Rebel Octi 
Regulator, Mares PUC 3 Computer Console with 

Compass and Mares Vector Epic Weight Integrated 
BCD. 

Usually $3146  Save $946 

Now Only $2200!! 
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Two new club membership categories are now available 

 
Junior Club Membership (full time student membershi p) 
Not sure what to get that trouble teenager in the family for Xmas this year.  How 
about making them feel grown up by giving them their own individual club 
membership.  A new category of financial member is the Junior Club Member , 
this is open to any individual attending school or tertiary study fulltime at costs just 
half of the full membership fee.  If you join in December in time for Xmas the fee 
will be $25 ($42.50 if you sign up in November) expiring in August 2009. 
 
Social / Non diving Membership  
This is a new category of associate membership of the Western Underwater Dive 
Club.  It does not attract any of the shop discounts or other diving related benefits 
of membership but does allow full access to the rooms and events run by the club 
and a monthly newsletter.  This is perfect for anyone who is perhaps no longer 
diving but still wants to maintain ties with the club, or in fact non divers looking for a 
fun place to hang out.  If you join in December in time for Xmas the fee will be $35 
($60 if you sign up in November) expiring in August 2009. 
 
As with all memberships, signup can be done with Paul at the shop. 

 

 

 

WESTERN UNDERWATER DIVE CLUB 
 

New Diver Club Trips 
Once you are qualified the next question you will be asking is 

 

When do I get to go diving again???? 
 
The club has organised a couple of boat trips out to Goat Island aimed at new 
divers.  There will be diver master present on each of the days and other 
experienced club divers present to help you.   
 
Goat Island Boat Dives –$80 for two dives 
Boat departs Leigh 1pm 
For car-pooling, meet at Dive HQ - West Auckland at  10.30am.  
Book and pay at the shop 
····    Sunday 9 November 
····    Sunday 30 November 
 
All divers are welcome, including current and prospective club members.  For 
further information contact Andrew Fergusson on 027 280 2019 or Sandra Bogun 
on 027 677 1986. 
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Diving White Island – Diving the waters around an active 
volcano can be an explosive experience – for its beauty and not its eruptions. 
Whakarri or White Island as we know it is located 50 kilometres north of 
Whakatane in the Bay of Plenty. It is New Zealand’s most active volcano and is 
part of the Taupo volcanic zone. It is best dived from a live aboard to avoid a three 
hour sea journey twice in one day, Since unprofitable sulphur mining attempts on 
the island ceased in 1933, it has become a scenic reserve and well know divers 
paradise. 
Stunning dive sites in these waters include the Volkner Rocks, and Homestead 
Reef. Thick kelp forests shelter cray and the common fish species indigenous to 
New Zealand waters, whilst you may also encounter New Zealand Fur Seals, Giant 
Salp, Diodiema Palmeri, numerous Yellowtail Kingfish and Spanish Lobster. 
Club members who have not experienced White Island diving have expressed an 
interest in doing so and because it is a special trip, a bit of longer term planning is 
required. A live aboard weekend with John Baker on “Ma Cherie” a regular and 
well-known skipper with 30 years experience around the White Island waters has 
been pencilled in for the weekend of the 28th February / 1st March 2009. 
Ma Cherie caters for 6 divers and is equipped with a silent compressor, hot shower 
and good accommodation. The price would be $435 per diver if the group were 
self-catering food wise or $505 per diver with food catered for by the skipper. Air 
fills are charged at $5 per fill. 
Book early and secure your spot with a $50 deposit for this unique dicing 
experience. See Paul in the shop if interested. 
 

Shop Specials!! 
 

Pinnacle Wetsuits – 20% off All Pinnacle Wetsuits. Suits from $399.00! 
Ladies and Men’s. 

 
Mares PUC Wrist Computer – Only $485 – Save $165.00 ! 

 
Scubapro MK 2 / R190 Regulator Only $350 – Save $10 5.00! 

 
Mares Rebel 2 nd Stage Octi Regulators - $229 – Save $70.00! 

 
Mares Rebel Regulator $465 – Save $114.00! 

 
Mares Vector Origin BCD $499 – Save $200.00! 

 
Mares Vector Epic Weight Integrated BCD $799 – Save  $300.00! 

 
Mares Nemo Excel Watch / Dive Computer $899 – Save $300.00! 
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Dive Trips 
If it is wet – dive it! 

 
 
Enjoy NZ’s great diving this season! Dive trips available every weekend 

to the Aldermans, Northland / Bay of Islands, Poor Knights or Twin 
Wrecks. Mid week options available as well!! Ring Shop to book. 

 
 

November 2008 
Sat 1st   Mokohinaus           Apollo  Leigh        $140 
Sun 2nd  Sail Rock /Hen Island          Apollo  Leigh        $120 
Fri 7th   Sail Rock / Hen Is          Apollo  Leigh         $120 
Sat 8th   Poor Knights           Yukon  Tutukaka       $125 
*Sun 9th  Goat Island / Leigh           Apollo   Leigh        $80 

New Divers Day 
Sat 15th  Aldermans       Tairua Dive   Tairua        $125 
*Sun 16th  Poor Knights           Yukon  Tutukaka       $125 
Sat 22nd  Gt Barrier   Apollo  Leigh        $140 
Sun 23rd  Hen & Chicks   Apollo  Leigh        $140 
Sat 29th  Mokohinaus   Apollo  Leigh        $140 
Sun 30th  Goat Island / Leigh  Apollo  Leigh          $80 

New Divers Day 
 

 
December 2008 

 
Weekend  6th & 7th  Cowshed / Northland Dive Weekend    $244 Incl 
Sun 7th  Hen & Chicks   Apollo  Leigh         $140 
Sat 13th  Poor Knights   Yukon  Tutukaka        $125 
Sun 14th  Poor Knights   Yukon  Tutukaka        $125 
Sat 20th Aldermans   Tairua  Tairua         $125 
Sun 21st  Goat Island / Leigh Coast Apollo  Leigh         $80 

  
�� Indicates Club Trips. 

NB. Each weekend, most of the charter boats operate on a daily basis. 
Bookings can be taken for singles or groups. (Minimum numbers apply). You can book any of 
these trips through Dive HQ West Auckland (09 – 8277008) or paul@divehqwest.co.nz or call 

in and see us at 5 Portage Rd, New Lynn. The trip is the same price regardless of booking 
through us or by booking direct. 

Call Dive HQ West to book now! 
 

Phone : 827700 
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Diver Training 
 
 
 

PADI Open Water Dive Course 
 

Structured Price Schedule - Open water Course priced from as little as $199.00!  
 

Evening Class Starts Monday 17th November 
Weekend Class starts Friday 21st November 
Weekend Course starts Friday 12th December 

Day Class Starts 19th November 
Day Class Starts 16th December 

 
 
 

PADI Advanced Open Water Course 
 

Enjoy a weekend’s diving with Northland Dive including a dive on the Wreck of the 
Canterbury, 2 nights accommodation, meals and air fills and return home a qualified 

Padi Advanced Open Water diver. 
 

Weekend of 6th & 7th December – Cost $550.00 (Own Gear) or $650.00 (with Hire 
gear) 

 
 

Career Courses: 
Looking for a change in career? 

 
 
 
Courses available 

�� Entry Level and Leadership Skills in Diving – Rescue Diver or Divemaster. 
�� Diploma Level Qualifications – graduate as an Advanced Scuba Dive 

Instructor with 5 specialty ratings. 
�� National Certificate in Retail (Level 3) 
�� National Certificate in Adult Education and Training (Level 4). 

Enrolling now for start January 19th 2009. Student Loans apply for these courses. 
 
 
 

�� Dive HQ West Auckland is an approved delivery site of The Academy of 
Diving. 
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Committee Contacts and Club Rules  
 
Contacts: 
   

 
President 

 
Lee Findlay 

 
Mobile:        021 905727 

 
Vice President /  
Magazine Editor 

 
Paul Oxton 

 
Business:       8277008 
 

 
Secretary 

 
Jo McKinnon 

 
Mobile:       027 2761749 

 
Treasurer 

 
Cameron Smirk 

 
Private:        8179982 
Mobile:        021359121 

 
Club Captain 

 
Willie Ritson 

 
Mobile:        0211700124 
 

Committee Andrew Fergusson 
John Scott 
Mike Percy 
Deanne Oxton 
Sandra Bogun 
Dave Sherry  

Mobile:        027 2802019 
Private:        8178640 
Mobile:        021 661832 
Business:     8277008 
Mobile:        027 6771986 
Mobile:        021 449650 

 
General Rules: 

 
1. No club member shall put the Club’s name in disrepute. 
2. The Committee reserves the right to terminate the membership of any Club Member who 

does not conform to Club standards. 
 
Club Trip Rules: 
 

1. Dive Masters / Dive Controllers must be obeyed at all times by all persons on a Club Trip. 
2. Divers diving on a Club trip must be qualified through a recognised diver-training program. 
3. Maximum dive depth allowed on Club Trips is 30 metres unless prior arrangement is made 

with the Dive Master / Dive Controller. Maximum with Dive Masters / Dive Controllers 
permission with proper safety equipment is 39 metres. 

4. All persons must abide by Fisheries regulations when on Club trips. 
5. Payment on Club dive trips: 

Day trips to be paid in full at time of booking 
Weekend or extended trips require a 25% deposit at the time of booking with the balance to 
be paid at least 2 days prior to departure. 
Refunds will only be made if the trip is cancelled. 

 
House Rules: 

1. All persons entering the Clubrooms shall be card-holding members.  
2. A current card-holding club member must sign in guests coming into the Clubrooms. The club 

member then accepts responsibility for the behaviour of their guest(s). 
3. Under licensing regulations, the Duty Manager must be obeyed. 
4. There is to be no alcohol brought into the Clubrooms. 

 
 

The committee reserves the rights to amend these ru les as necessary.
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Winter Trading Hours   Monday – Friday   10am – 8pm 
     Saturday   10am – 5pm 
     Sunday   10am – 1pm 

   


