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Solomon Islands Dive Quiz … its so easy to win …. 
The first 2 correct entries drawn at the Club Meeting on Wednesday 7th November, each win a free air card 

worth $50 courtesy of Dive HQ -West Auckland. 
��� What is the name of the island off Honiara where the fierce naval battle took place during 

WW11 between the American and Japanese fleets? 
��� What is the name of the deep-water passage viewable from the dining room at Uepi 

Resort, which features the Uepi Point dive site and spectacular drop offs. 
��� Guadacanal is often referred to as what sounds? 

��� What is the name of the wreck of the famous Japanese supply ship dive able out off Gizo 
and at what depths does she lay? 

��� Approximately how many degrees south of the equator are the Solomons? 
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Club Rooms 
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Date Opening 
Time 

What’s Happening 

Wednesday 7th November  7pm Club Meeting – Guest: Darren Shields 

Friday          9th November 7pm Club Night 

Wednesday 14th November 7pm Club Night 

Thursday    15th November 7.30pm Committee Meeting 

Friday        16th November 7 pm Club Night 

Wednesday 21st November 7pm Club Night 

Friday         23rd November 7pm Club Night 

Tuesday     27th November 7pm Caving Club 

Wednesday 28th November 7pm Club Night 

Friday        30th November 7pm Club Night 

 

 
Character – There is a fine line between genius and insanity. I have 
erased this line. 
Oscar Levant – American pianist and actor. 
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The Bottom Line 
 

 
 
Less than 60 days till Christmas – have you had your gear checked and made your 
Christmas diving plans yet? Better get started real soon! 
 

Unfortunately I missed the Club Night in October, and I gather the Guest Speaker was a 
‘no show’ as well. Thanks to Sandra and the ‘local talent’ who fill in. The winners of the 
Club Draw and Front Cover quiz questions are on the notice board. 
 

How many of you were aware the Club Trophy entries closed at Labour weekend? Well the 
Committee has decided to keep entries in the Photographic and Interesting Artifacts 
categories open until Sunday 25 November. Please drop your entries into the Shop or into 
the Club. And rather than present the trophies at the November Club Night we will be 
presenting them at the Christmas Party on Wednesday 5th December.  Remember it is a 
‘letter P’ theme – come in costume or with your “P” theme. 
 

As many of you know the Shop held an open day on the 6th of October. It was quite a busy 
day with many ‘try dives’ in the pool, plus the Club saw lots of potential new Members 
visit the Clubrooms. Thanks to the numerous Committee Members who manned the BBQ 
and welcomed the visitors. I look forward to seeing many new faces over the coming 
months. 
 

During October, a letter was sent out to all the Clubs Bar Managers. It highlighted the key 
responsibilities of the Bar Manager on duty in the Clubrooms each Wednesday and Friday 
evening. These include: 
– Non Club members must be signed in by a Member 
– Only Members, 18 years and over can be served alcohol at the Bar. 
– The ONLY acceptable ‘proof of age’ is NZ Drivers License, Passport & 18 Plus card. 
– Bar Manager controls the Bar – opening and closing. 
– Intoxicated Members & Guests will not be served (Sole discretion of Bar Manager). 
– Fines for infringements of the Licensing Laws are very severe 
Please help the Bar Managers by signing in non-Members, and don’t feel offended if you 
are declined service if you have ‘had a few’. It’s the law. 
 

Thanks to Lee, the Dive Club has the beginnings of its own web site. Go to 
http://www.dive-club-auckland.com/ and have a look. Of course we are now looking for 
your content to put on the site. Short written items (Dive trip reports and stories) and 
photos that would be of general interest would be appreciated. It’s your site so please send 
any content, or other interesting web links,  to Lee Heath for uploading  - 
deddog13@googlemail.com 
 

And last, but by no means least, the Committee is looking for ideas on how to ‘update’ the 
Clubrooms. If you have any ideas or suggestions on décor, colour schemes, and fittings, 
please share you ideas with a Committee Member. 
 

Safe diving! See you in the water soon (Maybe at the Canterbury sinking on the 3rd of 
November??). 
 

Steve Roberts. 
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President WUDC. 
Snippets 
New Club trophy 
Kyle Davidson Memorial Trophy 
Construct: The gauge is a steam pressure gauge from the HMNZS Canterbury, the last of the 
steam turbine Leander Class Frigates and was donated by Shane Housham, Patron of the Bay of 
Island Canterbury Trust.  
The Trophy was constructed by Adam Rogers and donated to the club on behalf of the Davidson 
Family.   
Purpose: The purpose of this trophy is to recognize that while Kyle was not the first technical diver 
at the WUDC nor was he the first instructor to formally conduct technical training at Dive HQ West 
Auckland, but in spite of his sometime ‘prickly nature’ he made a significant effort to popularise 
technical diving both through Dive HQ West Auckland and the WUDC. 
The Award: This trophy is awarded for commitment to, and involvement in Technical 
 Diving. The award can recognize a single event (an amazing technical dive well executed), 
 or a singular minded commitment over a season or a number of seasons to dive outside of 
 recreational diving norms (but remaining within standards).  
The term technical diving covers a wide and diverse range of diving activities.  Diving activities 
that, within some defined rules and recommendations, take divers beyond the boundaries of 
recreational diving, sometimes to the very cutting edge of diving practices and new diving 
technologies.  For example, 5 years ago Nitrox diving was considered Technical, yet now is 
considered mainstream and would unlikely fit into this category. 
As such the reason that a recipient may win this trophy is expected to change over time.   
Appointor: In the event Dive HQ has an Instructor who is technically trained then that 
person (s) should be consulted as to the worthy recipient on an annual basis.  If not then the 
owner of the retail outlet attached to the store should be approached for his/her 
recommendation. 
Club Draw 
Be in to win the club draw, drawn at the monthly meeting on the 1st Wednesday of each month. 
You do not have to be at the monthly meeting to win the draw. If your name is drawn and you are 
not present at the time of the draw, you are still a winner! Each time you come down to the 
clubrooms for a drink and support the club, be sure to register your name at the bar with the person 
on duty. The more times you are in the clubrooms, then the more chances you receive in the draw! 
The prize is a $50 voucher each month to be redeemed at Dive HQ West Auckland. The Western 
Underwater Dive Club sponsors the voucher. 
E-Mail Contact 
If you wish to receive your magazine by e-mail, rather than having it posted, please send your e-
mail address to paul@divehqwest.co.nz. 
Purchase you own Club Glass 
Purchasing your own club glass / handle at the bar in the clubrooms at a cost of $10 per year, 
enables you to receive a discount on your drinks when using your glass. An example of the discount 
is a handle of beer becomes $3.00 instead of the $4.00 normally charged. We even give you your 
first drink in the glass complimentary! Ask at the bar for details on either a wine, beer or spirit 
glass. 
Club Pennant for Sale 
Support you club and fly a club pennant. Choice of two available. Blue with white (small) $20.00 
each or Blue with Gold (large) $35.00.  Purchase from either the Clubrooms, or from the shop. 
Bricks for sale 
Another way you can support the club is by purchasing a brick on the clubrooms wall. $10.00 gives 
you a brick bearing your name displayed on the wall of the clubrooms. You can purchase your brick 
from the bar in the clubrooms. 
Club Reunion Polo Shirts for Sale: Some club shirts are still available for purchase following the 
30th Reunion. See bar staff in the clubrooms if interested. 
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Welcome   
New Members 
Peter Thompson Jeremy Hunt  Jaspar Hannay  Jeremy Burrows 
Lee Johnson  Justin Capitao  Joe Blair  Dylan Matthews 
Ashley Smit 
Renewing Members 
Nigel Kruk  Sandra Moorhead Steve Hurihanganui Ken Gill 
John, Christine, Bevan & Clinton Randell 
Congratulations 
PADI Open Water 
Nicolette Brand Jeremy Hunt  Dylan Matthews Jaspar Hannay 
Justin Capitao  Jeremy Burrows Joe Blair  Peter Thompson 
Lee Johnson 
PADI Junior Open Water 
Ashley Smit 
PADI Advanced Open Water 
Andrew Fergusson   
 

 
 

 
Tropical Havens. 
Solomons 2008? 

It’s 4 o’clock in the morning on a typical wet cold winters day in Auckland. You 
prise yourself from under the bed clothes and suddenly remember that this is not just 
another typical day of heading off to work. Today is special. Today is part of the reason 
why you work. Today is an example of why you are living. You become keen and eager to 
shower and get into the day, because soon the transfer is due, bound for the airport, and 
tonight will see you in a hammock under a palm tree sipping a cocktail, watching a glorious 
sunset whilst getting the low down on the next eight days diving from your local dive 
leader. The temperature will be a balmy 26 – 28oC the anticipated water temperature 
between 24 – 28oC. Whilst yo are doing this, you promise yourself that you will try and 
spare a thought for those poor buggers back in Auckland who couldn’t join you! 

As an avid tropical diver during our winter months, overseas diving holidays have 
seen me visiting destinations such as Tonga, various parts of Fiji, the Solomon Islands, the 
Philippines, Papua New Guinea and this year Layang Layang in Malaysia. 
Of all the tropical retreats to wing away to and relieve yourself of the Auckland winter 
blues for a fortnight or so, the Solomon Islands still rates as one of my personal favourites. 
It has it all. The fierce naval battle between the Japanese and American fleets during 
WW11 took place off Savo Island at Guadalcanal but there are many better war wrecks and 
planes scattered throughout the reefs of the outer islands of the Solomons. The Solomons 
are not only a wreck divers fantasy though. The soft and hard corals are abundant with 
brilliant colours and teem with the usual fish life of coral reefs as well as supporting some 
rare species as well. Frogfish, leaf fish, pygmy seahorses, saltwater crocodiles are common 
sights whilst Uepi is the only place I have encountered electric or flashing scallops. Reef 
sharks, barracuda trevally and tuna are spotted on most dives and manta rays are common 
in certain areas.  

There are many options available for the diver providing visiting the Solomons 
providing different price breaks depending on which islands or destination you choose. The 
outer islands of the New Georgia Group, the Russell Group and the Florida Islands all 
provide fantastic diving each with different specific attractions but obviously cost more to 
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visit as internal flights or short boat trips are required. Staying on Guadalcanal reduces the 
overall costs but limits the diving options. Live- aboards departing from Honiara are 
another option but generally work out the most expensive. However, they generally offer 
up to five dives a day and cover some of the outer island groups and best dive sites.  

Some of the more renowned wreck dives include the Toa Maru - a Japanese supply 
ship - Bonigi 1 and Bonigi 11 and The Aaron Ward – the only dive able US Navy destroyer 
lost in action. The Aaron ward sits upright in 70 metres of water the bridge at 49 metres 
and her guns still pointing skywards to ward off the Japanese air raid that was her demise. 

Uepi Island Resort offer some fantastic full day boat trips to outer islands which 
some of us did last time we were there but because these are further away and you have to 
pay the local chiefs some province tax to dive off their islands, the cost is greater. Well 
worth it though, we did two of these days – one to a dive another couple of Japanese 
wrecks and one through a shallow canal blasted through the Island by he NZ Navy at the 
end of the war to reach the Blue Hole, a deep sink hole just inland on the Island which 
comes out into the sea on the coast. 

Ghizo, Talagi, Munda, Marovo Lagoon, Uepi, Guadacanal, Malatai, take your pick. 
All offer something different with fantastic diving. All you need to do is figure out your 
budget and how many days you want out of the Auckland weather. There is plenty of war 
history to explore in the bush and islands when you are not diving.  
 Solomon Islands 2008? Interested in hearing a special presentation on the 
Solomons in the clubrooms one Wednesday night? Contact me and I will arrange Dive Fish 
“N” Snow to come along and show us the different types of dives available at the different 
islands and likely price options. 
 Other Overseas destinations such as Vanuatu and the President Coolidge can be 
covered at the same time if you prefer. 

 
Paul Oxton. Ph 8277008 or e-mail paul@divehqwest.co.nz. 

 
 

Ex School Gear for Sale! 
 

Dive HQ West Auckland is upgrading their training equipment. 
 

SPG Pressure Gauge  $80 
Mares MR12 Balanced Regulator $150 

Mares Axis Octi or Dacor Viper Octi Regulators $100 
Mares Vector Origin BCD’s   $50 - $150 
Mares Combo Depth & Pressure Gauges $120 

Wetsuits from $50.00 
 

BE Quick!!! 
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WESTERN 
UNDERWATER 

DIVE CLUB 
XMAS PARTY                     
 

 
 

 
 
 

                                 
POSTIE         

 
Wednesday 5 

December 
 

Brought to you this 
year by 

 
             The Letter 

 
                ‘P’         PAINTER 

 
      

 
So get your thinking caps on 

 and start your 
costume  now.  

         
      
Bar open 7pm 

                      Music and dancing   until Midnight. 
             Supper will be served 
                                                          PRIEST 

 
                            Xmas raffle          

                      Spot Prize  
           Best Costume Prizes 

 

POP STAR 
 

PIRATE 

PRINCE OR PRINCESS 
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New Arrivals / Specials 
 

To Dive HQ - West Auckland. 
 
 
 

GE Creditline 100 Days Interest Free Terms– Conditions Apply. 
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Dive Trips - If it is wet – Dive It! 
 
 

November / December 2007 
 
 

The season tis upon us! We can get you diving at the 
Aldermans, Northland / Bay of Islands, Poor Knights and Twin 

Wrecks every weekend! Mid week options available as well!! 
Ring Shop to book. 

 
Date    Destination  Departs Boat     $ 
     November 
*Sat 10th   Aldermans  Tairua  Taranui  90.00 
*Sun 11th   Aldermans  Tairua  Taranui  90.00 
Fri 16th   Gt Barrier  Apollo  Leigh   125.00 
Sat 17th   Mokohinaus  Apollo  Leigh   125.00 
Sun 18th   Little Barrier  Apollo  Leigh    95.00 
Fri 23rd   Night Dive   Apollo  Leigh    75.00 
*Sat 24th  Poor Knights (3 Dives) Tutukaka Yukon   FULL 
Sat 25th   Hen & Chicks  Apollo  Leigh    125.00 
Sun 26th   Gt Barrier  Apollo  Leigh    125.00 
Fri 30th   Little Barrier  Apollo  Leigh     95.00 
     December 
Sat 1st   Mokohinaus  Apollo  Leigh     125.00 
Sun 2nd   Sail Rock / Hen Is Apollo  Leigh     105.00 
Fri 7th    Gt Barrier  Apollo  Leigh     125.00 
Sat 8th    Hen & Chicks  Apollo  Leigh     125.00 
Sun 9th   Little Barrier  Apollo  Leigh       95.00 
Fri 14th   Sail Rock/Hen Is Apollo  Leigh     105.00 
Sat 15th   Gt Barrier/Broken Is Apollo  Leigh     125.00 
Sun 16th   Mokohinaus  Apollo  Leigh     125.00 
Fri 21st   Night Dive    Apollo  Leigh       75.00 
Sat 22nd   Gt Barrier  Apollo  Leigh     125.00 
Sun 23rd   Little Barrier  Apollo  Leigh        95.00 
* Sat 29th   Poor Knights  Tutukaka Yukon     110.00
   

�� Blue Indicates Club Trips.  
 
NB. Each weekend, most of the charter boats operate on a daily basis.  
Bookings can be taken for singles or groups. (Minimum numbers apply). You can book any of 
these trips through Dive HQ West Auckland (09 – 8277008) or paul@divehqwest.co.nz or call 
in and see us at 5 Portage Rd, New Lynn. The trip is the same price regardless of booking 
through us or by booking direct. 
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Club Prize giving 
Wednesday 5th December 2007 

Entries Close Sunday 25th November 
Trophies to be presented 

Trevor Zenovich Trophy  Biggest Cray 
Oxton Plate    Most Improved Diver 
Colin Chandler Trophy  Most Interesting Artefact Recovered 
Sowry  Family Trophy  Most Valuable Club Member 
Gary Bosson Trophy   Best Overall Divemaster 
John Dickey Memorial Most Supportive New Club Member 
Murray Gallen Trophy   Club Diver Of the Year 
Sub Aqua Cup    Best Diving Related Photograph 
Phil Bendle Trophy   Best Underwater Photograph 
Mike Batterton Trophy   Best Underwater Portfolio 
 A portfolio of 5 images must be presented. May be slide or colour prints or black and white 
prints or digital images. Each entrant may submit a maximum of 3 portfolios. 
Each portfolio must be clearly labelled and include 3 of the following images within the 5 images:
  

�� Underwater Close Up Shot. 
�� Underwater Wide Angle Shot. 
�� Diver in Underwater Environment Shot. 
�� Diver In Topside Activity. 
�� Aquatic Topside Shot. 

An outline of the equipment used should be given for each image. 
Peter Collins Cup   President’s Choice 
Colleen Mitchell Trophy  Most Active new Diver Female 
Jack Barrott Trophy   Most Active new Diver Male 
Kyle Davidson Memorial Trophy Commitment to or Involvement in Technical Diving 
Ladies Pool Competition 
Ladies Darts Competition 
Men’s Dart Competition 
Men’s Pool Competition 
WURT Book Award 

Diver Training 
PADI Open Water Dive Courses Start: 
Tuesday 6th November – Evening Course running Tuesday and Thursday nights. 
Monday 19th November – Evening Course running Monday and Wednesday Nights 
Friday 7th December – Weekend Course run over two weekends. 
Monday 17th December – Day Class run over 5 consecutive Days. 
PADI Advanced Course - Running over one weekend up North including accommodation, meals, air fills, 
boat diving, Padi advanced manuals, tuition and certification. Weekend of 19th & 20th January 2008. Cost 
$550.00. 
PADI Rescue Diver Course 
Starts Friday 16th November and concludes the weekend 1st and 2nd December. Cost $395. 
TDI Enriched Air Nitrox Course – Starts Tuesday 13th November. $225.00. 

Career Courses: Looking for a change in career? 
Courses include the Career Orientated Scuba Instructor Diploma, Advanced Scuba instructor Programme, 
National Certificate in Adult Education and Training and National Certificate in Retail. Part Time and 
fulltime study offered - Student Loans Apply.  
Enrolling now for 21st January 2008 Start! 
 

�� Dive HQ West Auckland is an approved delivery site of EMP NZ ltd – The 
Academy. 
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Committee Contacts and Club Rules  
 
Contacts: 
   

President Steve Roberts Business:   916 6411 
Private:       6275113 
Mobile:        021470347 

Vice President Sandra Bogun Private:       8132950 
Mobile:        0276771986 

Secretary Chris Lynch Business:    8277008 
Mobile:        021773754 

Treasurer Cameron Smirk Private:        8179982 
Mobile:        021359121 

Committee Paul Collinson 
Daniel Hayes 
Lee Heath 
Mike Macaulay 
Jo McKinnon 
Deanne Oxton 
Anne Shepherd 
David Sherry 

Mobile:        021885333 
Mobile:        021666094 
Private:        4165787 
Private:        4127574 
Private:        8320174 
Business:     8277008 
Private:         8275477 
Mobile:          021449650 

 
 
General Rules: 

 
1. No club member shall put the Club’s name in disrepute. 
2. The Committee reserves the right to terminate the membership of any Club Member who 

does not conform to Club standards. 
 
Club Trip Rules: 
 

1. Dive Masters / Dive Controllers must be obeyed at all times by all persons on a Club Trip. 
2. Divers diving on a Club trip must be qualified through a recognised diver-training program. 
3. Maximum dive depth allowed on Club Trips is 30 metres unless prior arrangement is made 

with the Dive Master / Dive Controller. Maximum with Dive Masters / Dive Controllers 
permission with proper safety equipment is 39 metres. 

4. All persons must abide by Fisheries regulations when on Club trips. 
5. Payment on Club dive trips: 

Day trips to be paid in full at time of booking 
Weekend or extended trips require a 25% deposit at the time of booking with the balance to 
be paid at least 2 days prior to departure. 
Refunds will only be made if the trip is cancelled. 

 
House Rules: 

1. All persons entering the Clubrooms shall be card-holding members.  
2. A current card-holding club member must sign in guests coming into the Clubrooms. The club 

member then accepts responsibility for the behaviour of their guest(s). 
3. Under licensing regulations, the Duty Manager must be obeyed. 
4. There is to be no alcohol brought into the Clubrooms. 

 
 
The Committee reserves the right to amend or add to  these rules as necessary.
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