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- keeping your diving Passion alive

Coral Shrimp (Perclimenes psamathe) Valvia Bommie, Solomon Islands, Photo: Katy Tapl

CLUB Meeting 4th May Hutchwilco Boat Show 12-15th May
QU|Z NIGHT The Dive Club and Research Team will
one again be at the Boat Show.
Enter your Quiz Teamthat the Bar, We are looking for members to help setup,
~ Purchase by: 297 April man and dismantle the site so contact
Winning Teams get prizes varying Cameron on 021 359 121 if you give a
from Dive Equipment to helping hand.

Beer and Wine vouchers.
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Western Underwater Contacts

Western Underwater Dive Club Inc.
5 Portage Road, New Lynn, Auckland, Tel: 827-7683

Magazine

Editor Jason Bartlett Mobile: 0272 976 551
Sub-Editor Cameron Smirk  Mobile: 021 359 121

Foreign Correspondents
Brazil: Paulo Machado  Paulo@machadoboatdesign.com
Australia: Sandra Bogun doubleOtrouble @hotmail.com
Thailand: Mark Anderson  whoisbiga@gmail.com
Fiji Damos Albert dmnsurfer@gmail.com
Canada Mike Macauly decoscubaboy@gmail.com

Dive Club Committee

President Cameron Smirk  Mobile: 021 359 121
Vice President Deanne Oxton Business: 09 827 7008
Club Captain Roger Crimmins  Mobile: 021 0233 3600
Secretary Mark Robinson Business: 09 550 8101
Treasurer Deanne Oxton Business: 09 827 7008
Photography SIG John Scott Private: 09 817 8640
Research Team Mike Percy Mobile: 021 661 832
Bar Manager Willy Ritson Mobile: 021 170 0124
Website Kit Bishop Private: 09 838 9605

Club Hours of Operation:
The club is open every Wednesday and Friday from 7:30pm.

Clubrooms Hireage:
The club is available for hire for private functions. Please contact Deanne on
ph: 827 7008 for function enquiries.

Advertising Rates:

Quarter page: $20.00/issue For advertising, Letters to the Editor or other enquiries
Half page: $35.00 / issue Contact the Editor, Jason Bartlett

Full page: $65.00 / issue 0272 976 551 or spookdm@xtra.co.nz

The deadline for contributions, advertising and Letters to the Editor is 10th of
the month of publishing. The magazine is published on the 17th of the Month
prior to the month to which it applies.

Any opinions expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily the opinion of the editor or
WUDC committee. Anonymous letters to the Editor will not be published.
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The Bottom Line from the President

Thanks to those people who have put
their hands up to help with the Club
Stand at the Hutchwilco Boat Show
being held at the 12" to 15" May. We
have confirmed in the same spot that
we had last year, amongst all the div-
ing stands in the big tent. We are
having pretty much the same setup
as last year with some refreshed dis-
plays. We are always keen for more
people to give a hand setting up
stand on the 11th, on the stand be-
tween 12" and 15" and dismantling
the stand on the 16"™. The Boat Show
Committee has a planning and logis-
tics meetings on the Wed 27" April
and Tuesday 10" May.

Lyn Fenwick was t
the Club draw. We owe Lyn a Club
Polo Shirt in the next print run. Re-
member to put your name and date
on the stick and into the bowl to be in
the draw.

Thanks again to Tony and Jenny En-
derby for the presentation on photo-
journalism at the April Club meeting.
Certainly there were a few asking
where they could put in their job ap-
plication with the rest been apprecia-
tive of the breadth and variety of pho-
tos, cover shots and articles that the
presentation covered.

Get your team together for the Quiz

night on the Wednesday 4™ May 2011.

With Prizes varying from Dive Equip-

www.westernunderwater.org.nz

ment to Beer and Wine vouchers you
need to get your Quiz Team together
now. Quiz Team names vary from
Snappers, Awesomes and the Nerds
(they have got to be the Research
people) so enter your team at the bar
now.

Also another reminder that the An-
nual General Meeting is going to be
onthe1®June. |
rather dull affairs and we will try to
make it as enjoyable as we can with
hot savouries etc but seriously the
AGM is an important night in the club
agenda for determining where the
club is and where it is heading. |
would encourage anyone interested

h iinstandipgrfor thecemmittéerionde so

with the deadline for nominations
been the 18" May.

Happy Diving,
Cameron Smirk

President
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Club Calendar

The club is open every Wednesday and Friday from 7:30pm.
There are a number of future events worth mentioning below:

Wed, Apr 13th Research Team Meeting

Wed, Apr 20th Photography SIG Meeting.
Making electronic slideshows using

Wed, May 4th CLUB MONTHLY MEETING - QUIZ NIGHT

Thu, May 12thd 15th Hutchwilco Boat Show
The Dive Club and Research Team will be at the Boat Show again this year.

Wed, May 18th Photography SIG Meeting.

Bring your laptops as everyone is going to have a go at create their own
electronic slideshow. Bring your photos on a USB stick or CDROM.
Wed, June 1st Annual General Meeting. Check notice later in mag.
July, 126 19th Dive Gizo Trip in Solomons. Check article later in mag.

Aug, Mid Winter Xmas. Dates and prices to be confirmed..

Sept, 35th Club Anniversary. Dates and prices to be confirmed.

Renewing Members

Shane Tautu

New Members
Peter and Jack Robinson Reece Davidson  Neil de Jong

Welcome, we look forward to catching up with you all in the club.
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Supporting the People who get us Wet

Destinations available every Weekend include the Poor Knights, Twin Wrecks,
Bay of Islands and other destinations available on alternating basis include Lit-
tle Barrier, Hen & Chicks, Gt Barrier, Mokohinaus, Goat Island and Tawha-
ranui.

?}%A N D

Dive & Fishing
Charters

TUTUKAKA - NEW ZEALAND

Bookings can be taken for singles or groups.
(Minimum numbers apply).
You can book any of these trips through Dive HQ West Auckland
(09) 8277008 or deanne@divehgwest.co.nz
or call in and see us at
5 Portage Rd, New Lynn.
The trip is the same price regardless of booking through us or by
booking direct.
Call Dive HQ West to book now!
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W Western Underwater Dive Club

The Solomon Islands is comprised of more than 880 islands stretching across
1500km of ocean between 5° and 12° south of the Equator and north east of
Australia.

Hidden in amongst the turquoise waters and peaceful lagoons in the Westem
Province of the Solomon Islands lies a small island called Gizo. Gizo, like all of
the Solomon Islands, remains virtually untouched by the mayhem of tourism,
and away from town centre, life goes on as it did 500 years ago.

Gizo is the capital of the Western Province and is a tropical treasure-trove

blessed with sun drenched lagoons, white sandy beaches fringed with endless coconut palms, coral caves and

volcanic islands.

On your way to dive sites you will pass thatched fishing villages, a rain forest with small streams, and vast areas of
untouched off-shore reefs surrounded by aqua-blue waters teaming with colour

and life.

Stnkang of the famows PTI09 The waterfront markets for food and fresh fish are very active in the moming.

local faces.

Colourful longboats, which are standard transport in this part of the world, pull
up to the beach (not suitable for swimming) to unload produce and
passengers. Walking down the tree-shaded lanes and past the market, you
will see the old buildings of the Provincial offices, and at the other end of town
is a small Chinatown dominating the commercial centre. Some of the buildings
still standing were WWII aircraft hangers and barracks. Expect to find the odd
rusting derelict vessel or car on the waterfront and lots of pleasantly inquisitive

The waters around Gizo evoke vivid memories of the heavy fighting of WWII; sit at the bar at night and listen to
stories about the wrecks and the rescue of John F Kennedy (who later became President of the United States) and
the famous PT 108 crew, aeral battfles over Vella Lavella, the "Tokyo Express” steaming down the "Slot™.
Wrecked ships and downed aircraft are still being discovered in the west. The unique ambience of Gizo reflects

the real charm of an old seaside shanty town.

Watersports are the main attraction, with world class diving, plus game and
sport fishing is available.

There are many other natural attractions to fill your time in Gizo, if you have
any energy left at the
end of a great day's diving!

Phone Andrew on 027 280 2019

'I'I‘Illlllrlé?.llllllo oxperts.
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Fatboys Resort is situated on the waters edge of Mbabanga Island, affording the
S most magnificent views b Kennedy Island (JFK fame), the majestic volcano Mt Kalom-
bangara and beyond. It is an 8 minute boatride from the main Gizo township.

% The Bungalows are constructed from native leaf and hardwoods and all have hot wa-
fer. They all feature bedding and fumishings imported from Vietnam, 240 volt power,
f8a and coffee making facilities, and large verandas with views.

Danny and Kerrie Kennedy of Dive Gizo have been exploring the waters around
Gizo since 1985, and have a well trained team waiting 1o look after you. Their dive
boats are Long Boats, catering for eight divers in safety. The dive sites are typically
25-45 minutes away, and the water is warm - around 28-30°C. Most days the boats
depart at 8.30 am, and after the first dive is complete, it is only a short ride to one of
i the many deserted islands for a basic picnic or barbaque lunch, which is included in
i the package. After lunch and a sunbathe or snorkel, you are off for the next dive,
retuming back to Gizo mid afternoon. Transfers to and from your accommodation
are included.

Some of the most popular dive sites are:

Toa Maru: This is a virtually intact Japanese transport ship of some 140m length lying on its starboard side. Some of
the artefacts to be seen include saki botes, medical supplies, office equipment and rounds of ammunition. The larger
objects include bombs, a motorbike, a type 21 tank.

Grand Central Station: The most north-western tip of the Gizo islands is the merge point for oceanic

currents and it's here where the fish life, big and small, is atit’s bast.

American Hellcat Fighter Plane: The plane is completely intact and lying in ten metres of water. A

comprehansive history of the plane is available.

American Corsair Fighter Plane: The aircraftis in five recognisable large pieces around the 27 metre level. However
the atiraction is not only the wreck but the fantastic marine life on or around it.

Plum Pudding Island: Or Kennedy Island asitis also known , was named after the late US President who captained
the PT109 during the Pacific War. This dive sile offers shallow coral reefs for novice divers and great snorkeliing, as
well as deeper drift dives for the experienced.

The Manta Dive: This site is visited on request and if the time is right then it's one show you woulkdn't want to miss.

7 Night _ltinera 3280.00 per person twin share

Tuesday % Auckland to Honiara on Pacific Blue &Solomon Aidines
12 July 2011
1 night accommodation at Pacific Casino Hoel, Honiara

Wednesday 6 nights accommodation at Fatboys Resort in share
13 July 2011 twin accommodation, dive package with Dive Gizo, including
fanks, weight belts, air fills and dive guide.

Tuesday # Gizo b Auckland on Solomon Airines and Pacific
19 July 2011 Blue, via Honiara and Brisbane.

NCLUSDNS.

Retum airfares, including all ticket taxes and fuel surcharges
6 nights accommodation at Fatboys Resort

10 dives with Dive Gizo

1 night accommodation at Pacific Casino Hotel, Honiara
Retum airport transfers

QBE Travel Insurance

For Farthor Information and Te I

o =
ﬁmnmnmmmmmm@
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Diver Training
PADI OPENWATER DIVE COURSE

WEEKEND CLASS Starts Saturday 30th April 9am OW1l Sat 7th May

Cost $350.00 Course run during the day OW2  Sun 8th May
EVENING CLASS Starts Mondays 2nd May 6:30pm OW1l Sat 21st May
Cost $350.00 Monday and Wednesday evenings OW2 Sat 4th June
DAY CLASS Monday 18th July 9am OW1 Wed 20th Jul
Cost $350.00 Course run over 4 days OW2 Thu 21st Jul

Prices vary from our standard price being $450.00 although we do run private one on
one courses on request. School holiday courses set for the first week in every term
run at $375.00.

Padi Advanced Openwater Course - 30" April & 1% May
Run over one weekend at Northland Dive. Includes all training, manuals, international
certification, accommodation, meals and boat dives, including the Wreck of the Canter-
bury. $550 (own gear) or $650 with hire equipment included.

CAREER COURSE i DIPLOMA IN PROFESSIONAL SCUBA INSTRUCTION
Next intake June 2011

Register early for selection!

See details below...

Career Diver Training

Looking for a career change???? Courses available:

1 National Certificate in Diving Foundation.

1 National Certificate in Diving Leadership.

1 Diploma in Professional Scuba Instruction i graduating as an Ad-
vanced Scuba Dive Instructor with 5 specialty ratings.

1 National Certificate in Retail.

1 National Certificate in Adult Education and Training.

1 Certificate In Medic First Aid Instruction.

emaildeanne@divehgwest.co.nz

Next Diploma intake commencing June 2011.
Student Loans apply for these courses.
*Dive HQ West Auckland is an approved delivery site of The Academy
of Diving, which is registered with NZQA.
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Come to our
quiz night!

Time: quiz starts 8.00pm

Date: Wednesday, 4" May 2011
Venue: Western Underwater Dive
Club

Entry fee per person: $5. Organise
yourselves into teams of four to win
amazing prizes worth over $200

Prizes: 1% place: dive gear for four
2" place: beer or wine vouch-
ers for four
Last place: the team with the
lowest score don't walk away empty
handed

Quizmaster/MC: John Scott

Quiz Catergories (start brushing up on
your general knowledge right away!)

The Underwater World

Name that Fish

Famous People

Sports

Science

Popular Music

General Knowledge

Tickets: available from Behind the
Bar, Purchase by: 29" April

Www.westernunderwater.org.nz




Dive HQ West Tertiary Team

Night diving

Last Thursday we went for a night
dive. We were at Lake Pupuke, we
were diving at the pump house end
of the lake. Having never done a
night dive before it was a different
experience for most of us. We
geared up in the car park as it

N

s

started to get dark, then we headed —=%%
towards the jetty to make a giant Michael Daniel
stride entry into the lake. Lawson Collier

As we descended down the decent
line, the lake we saw in the morning
was now dark, we then settled on
the bottom then moved to form a cir-
cle. After that we turned our torches

\\

off for 1 minute. This was a strange Michael Benjamin
experience sitting on the bottom of Graham Harazim

lake Pupuke with no light, except the
light from the glow sticks on every- _
oneos diving gear .

We then continued on our dive with
our lights on, we went out to the
weed line .While we were swimming
we saw some fish sleeping .Then we
navigated a reciprocal heading then
we went to the buoy and ascended
to the surface.

Andrew Tyrone
Ruffles Nelson

By Michael Lawson
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Milestones

Openwater Rescue Diver

Pinlei Lu Lillian Kuan Daniel Collier

H'oiyee Julie Tse Michael Lawson

Llsg _Jung Andrew Ruffles

Heidi Jeffery Michael Graham

Lucas Parks Tyrone Nelson

Quentin Shotbolt Diploma in scuba instruction
Michael Drew Lucien Bonne

Shaun Brown Georgie-Anne Dysart

Connor Fields
Certificate in Medic First Aid
Career Instruction

Michael Meisner

Rachel Pauling

Dion Anderson

Lucien Bonne
Georgie-Anne Dysart
Roderick Matenga
Domonic Hauiti
Hamish Brown

Sincere congratulations to all!

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT
Notice of Annual General Meeting

The Western Underwater Dive Club will hold its next Annual General Meeting
from 8pm on Wednesday 1st June 2011 at the clubrooms, 5 Portage Road,
New Lynn.
In accordance with the requirements of the constitution, submissions for
changes to the constitution need to be received by the Secretary no later than
1st May 2011.
The Secretary will accept nominations for officers and committee no later than
14 days before the AGM being the 18th May 2011.
Any one proposing changes to the constitution or nhominations for officers or
committee can leave them with the shop or hand them to the secretary or any
committee member at a club night.
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