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May 1st 
Night At Provence 
Cuisine byé 

Spook Da Chef 

The Bottom Times Boat Show Edition May 2010  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

WE ARE AT... 

Saturday May 8thðClub Diver Day 
 
 

GOAT ISLAND 
MARINE 

RERSERVE 
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Committee 
President Cameron Smirk Mobile:  021 359 121 
Acting Secretary  Deanne Oxton Business:  09 827 7008 
Treasurer Deanne Oxton Business:  09 827 7008 
Junior SIG Andrew Ferguson Mobile:  0272 802 019 
Photography SIG John Scott  Private:  09 817 8640 
Research Team Mike Percy Mobile:  021 661 832 
Dive Coordinator  Jason Bartlett Mobile: 0272 976 551 
Events Jason Bartlett Mobile:  0272 976 551 
Website Kit Bishop Private:  09 838 9605 
Magazine Editor Jason Bartlett Mobile:  0272 976 551 

 
 

Foreign Correspondents 
 

Brazil: Paulo Machado Paulo@machadoboatdesign.com 
Australia: Sandra Bogun double0trouble@hotmail.com 
Thailand: Mark Anderson whoisbiga@gmail.com 
Fiji Damos Albert dmnsurfer@gmail.com 

Western Underwater Contacts 
Western Underwater Dive Club Inc. 

5 Portage Road,  New Lynn, Auckland 
Tel: 827-7683 

Club Hours of Operation: 
The club is open every Wednesday and Friday from 7:30pm. 

Advertising Rates: 
Quarter page:  $20.00 / issue 
Half page: $35.00 / issue 
Full page:  $65.00 / issue 

The deadline for contributions, advertising and Letters to the Editor is 10th of 
the month of publishing. The magazine is published on the 17th of the Month 

prior to the month to which it applies.  

Any opinions expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily the opinion of the editor or 
WUDC committee. Anonymous letters to the Editor will not be published. 

For advertising, Letters to the Editor or other enquiries 
Contact the Editor, Jason Bartlett 

0272 976 551 or spook_da_chef@xtra.co.nz. 

Clubrooms  Hireage: 
The club is available for  hire for private functions. Please contact Deanne on 
ph: 827 7008 for function enquiries. 
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The Bottom Line - keeping your diving Passion alive. 
Itôs been a busy time getting ready for the 
Boat Show and with DiveHQ not making it 
this year itôs up to the Club with the Re-
search team to represent Diving in the 
West. We have sponsorship from the New 
Lynn Photography shop for the Black and 
White Canvas, we will be looking to sell at 
the Boat Show.  
 
We are also running a draw for 2 free 
memberships a day as well as anyone that 
joins at the Boat Show will get 3 months 
free membership, so if you make it to the 
show, please come and show your sup-
port.  We should have the new Club tee-
shirts by then, sporting the new logo that 
John Scott has designed. Thanks to those 
on the Boat Show Committee and those 
that have offered to be on the stand as Iôm 
sure it will be a success. 
 
Itôs great to see the new members joining 
and we can all be hopeful of a further 
boost of numbers as a result of the Boat 
Show efforts. For those new members and 
anyone else Jason has a New Diver day 
scheduled for the 8

th
 May at Goat Island. 

Please refer to the article on page 11 as 
we look to a alternate between Goat Is-
land and Mathesonôs Bay. Itôs an initiative 
that the Club tried a couple of years ago 
so please support the day whether youôre 
building your confidence as a new diver or 
a more experienced diver helping out. 
 
A special thanks to Rex Gilbert of the 
NZUA for filling in as the guest speaker for 
last monthôs meeting. Rex does the Dive 
Incident Reports and it was great to hear 
the history of the programme and the fur-
ther details to some of the incidents. It was 
timely as the Tertiary team of last year 
were there to be presented with their Di-
plomaôs, particularly Daniel and Scott who 

are continuing to the Commercial Divers 
course in Hamilton. We wish you all well in 
your Diving Careers. 
 
I  know everyone is looking forward to 
French Seafood on Saturday the 1st May, 
which is shaping up to be big night and for 
those of you who have not been able to 
make it this time, there is always the Mid-
Winter Christmas to look forward to. 
 
Itôs the Annual General Meeting to look 

forward to on the 2nd June, which is a 

good opportunity to contribute to the di-

rection of the club. I would encourage 

anyone  interested  in  standing  for  the 

committee to do so with the deadline for 

nominations been the 19
th

 May. If you 

want a sneak preview of how the commit-

tee works then our next committee meet-

ing is on Tuesday 11
th
 May. I would cer-

tainly like to thank this yearôs committee 

for their contributions in a year where my 

time has been squeezed and look forward 

to next year when a Club is in a position to 

consolidate on the gains made and gain 

some momentum with Diving and Social 

Events. 

 
Happy Diving 
 

Cameron Smirk 

 

President 
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Club Calendar 

Sat, May 1st  A NIGHT IN PROVENCE 
 
Treat yourself to a night of French seafood pre-
pared by Spook Da Chef.  Kicking off at 2000hrs 
until late.  Listen to French jazz and dine on 
French traditional seafood.  Cost is $25.00 per 
person.  Bar service additional.  Partners wel-
come. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wed, May 5th  CLUB NIGHT, Guest Speaker 
 
Sat, May 8th  CLUB DIVER DAY, Goat Island Marine Reserve 
 
Wed, May 19th  Photo SIG with John Scott. 
 
Wed, Jun 2nd  AGM 
 
Sat, Jun 12th  CLUB DIVER DAY, Mathesons Bay 
 
Wed, Jun 16th  Photo SIG with John Scott. 

NEW MEMBERS: 
Les Duffield   Judy Duffield   Jade Duffield 
Elodie Castillo 
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Meet The Club... 

Western Underwater Dive Club have fantastic club rooms located at 5 
Portage Rd, New Lynn.  The bar facility, including a new bar menu lends 
itself to some fantastic social events and makes an ideal venue to meet 
like minded divers, shared dive stories, organise dive trips and have fun. 
 
With a licence for 99 people and the abil-
ity to host seated events up to 40 people 
this is a great place for special events. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The outside deck and BBQ extends the club to include outdoor  
entertaining. 
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Diver Training 
PADI  OPENWATER  DIVE  COURSE 
 
WEEKEND CLASS Starts Sunday 2nd May        9am  OW1 15th May 

Cost $399.00  Course run during the day on weekends OW2 16th May 

EVENING CLASS 310 Starts Tuesday 19th April    6.30pm  OW1 8th May 

Cost $399.00  Monday and Wednesday evenings  OW2 22nd May 

EVENING CLASS 410 Starts Tuesday 1st June     6.30pm  OW1 19th June 

Cost $399.00  Tuesday and Thursday evenings  OW2 3rd July 

DAY CLASS  Starts Monday 5th July 9am  OW1 7th July 

$325.00   Course runs over 4 consecutive days OW2 8th July 

Prices vary from as low as $199.00 if you buy your equipment prior to training.   Our 
standard price is $399.00 although we do run private one on one courses on request.   
School holiday courses set for the first week in every term run at $325.00. 
 
PADI ADVANCED OPENWATER COURSE (June 26th and 27th) 
Run over one weekend at Northland  Dive.  Includes all training, manuals, international certifi-

cation, accommodation, meals and boat dives, including the Wreck of the Canterbury. 

$550(own gear) or $650 with hire equipment included. 

Career Diver Training 

Looking for a career change????  Courses available: 

¶ National Certificate in Diving Foundation. 
¶ National Certificate in Diving Leadership. 
¶ Diploma in Professional Scuba Instruction ï graduating as an Ad-

vanced Scuba Dive Instructor with 5 specialty ratings. 
¶ National Certificate in Retail. 
¶ National Certificate in Adult Education and Training. 
¶ Certificate In Medic First Aid Instruction. 

ENROLLING NOW FOR MID YEAR START             email deanne@divehqwest.co.nz 

Next Diploma intake commencing 28th June.  
Student Loans apply for these courses.  

*Dive HQ West Auckland is an approved delivery site of The Academy 
of Diving. 

mailto:deanne@divehqwest.co.nz
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www.westernunderwater.org.nz 
The website should be a centre for members to keep up to date with diving ac-
tivitiesðkeeping your diving passion 
alive! 
 
Every WUDC member can provide con-
tent, photos, trip reports etc.  Simply 
email Kit the website manager and 
send the content to him. 
 
Please visit and contribute forums, arti-
cles, reports, photos etc.  Communicate 
and organise trips. 
 
NEW regular blog: Delicious monthly sea food recipes by JasonðSpook da 
Chef!  
 

 
Make this website your success! 

 
 

Dive Club Online 

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT 
 

Notice of Annual General Meeting 
 
The Western Underwater Dive Club will hold its next Annual General Meeting 
from 8pm on Wednesday 2nd June 2010 at the clubrooms, 5 Portage Road, 
New Lynn. 
 
In accordance with the requirements of the constitution, submissions for 
changes to the constitution need to be received by the Secretary no later than 
2nd April 2010. 
 
The Secretary will accept nominations for officers and committee no later than 
14 days before the AGM. 
 
Any one proposing changes to the constitution or nominations for officers or 
committee can leave them with the shop or hand them to the secretary or any 
committee member at a club night. 
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SUPPORTING THE PEOPLE WHO GET US WET 
 
Destinations available every Weekend include the Poor Knights, Twin Wrecks, 
Bay of Islands and other destinations available on alternating basis include Lit-
tle Barrier, Hen & Chicks, Gt Barrier, Mokohinaus, Goat Island and Tawha-
ranui. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Bookings can be taken for singles or groups. 
(Minimum numbers apply).  

You can book any of these trips through Dive HQ West Auckland 
(09)  8277008) or paul@divehqwest.co.nz 

or call in and see us at  
5 Portage Rd, New Lynn.  

The trip is the same price regardless of booking through us or by 
booking direct. 

Call Dive HQ West to book now! 

Dive Charters 

mailto:paul@divehqwest.co.nz
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2010 Hutchwilco Boat Show 

YESðWE ARE DOING IT AGAIN. 
 

WUDC has a stall at the 2010 Hutchwilco Boat Show.  Advertising who 
we are and what we do (and where we do it) to potential new club mem-
bers. 
 
Please give your support to those gracious enough to contribute both 
their time and effort into making this boat show another success for the 
club. 
 
This years boat show feature MORE attractions, FREE seminars, Free 
demonstrations and more chances to win.  Check out their web site for 
more details at http://www.boatshow.co.nz. 
 
May 13th to 16th 
 
Boat Show Hours Are : 
 
 Thursday May 13th   10am until 9pm 
 Friday May 14th   10am until 9pm 
 Saturday May 15th  10am until 6pm 
 Sunday May 16th  10am until 6pm 
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Diving Goat Island 
Diving Goat Island 
can  be  both  re-
warding and excit-
ing.   Having  re-
cently invested in 
a  new camera  it 
was time to play, 
and  what  better 
spot to play than 
at Goat Island Ma-
rine Reserve.  It is 
close and free and 

the subjects require little coaxing to stay 
in frame. 
 
Depths here make diving a long and en-
joyable experience, being mostly shallow 
with a sandy bottom with rocky reefs in 
which crayfish, rock fish, snapper, mao 
mao reside.   
 
During the colder months the vis here 
increases which also improves the photo-
graphic opportunities.   
 
We started our afternoon snorkelling out 
from the beach to find two Eagle Rays 
sitting in about 1.5m of water.  While one 
of them was not too accommodating , or 
probably camera shy after a day of peo-
ple oogling at him, he did not stick around 
for me and my camera, in fact I think he 
might have been a little ñpissedò as the 
tale went up, spike came out and off he 
swam.  It doesnôt matter how hard one 
fins you can never keep up with sting-
rays. 
 
The second Eagle Ray however was a lot 
more accommodating,  ñif I leave all this 
sand on top of me they will not see me 
and just carry on their merry wayò; Ha, 
sorry buddy but we have seen you, and 
yes I will be taking pictures of you, and 

lots of them. 
 
As  you  can 
see,  today 
the  water 
was nice and 
clear.   We 
had  approx 
10m viz even 
though  we 
arrived  late 
in  the  after-
noon,  after 
all  the  sand 
dancers 
(swimmers, snorkelers and divers in train-
ing) had been through. 
 
This is truly an amazing place to dive and 
I would put money on it being one of the 
best ñFREEò spots in the country.  Be-
sides, once youôre done diving you can 
dine at the Saw Mill Cafe and if you are 
really lucky, the waitress will realize that 
on a table of three, all whom have or-
dered the eye fillet  that she does not 
need to ask who is having the steak when 
she brings out the meals. 
 
Located approx. 1 hour north of Auckland 
this place is accessible, pretty and con-
venient.  
 
We spent 95 mins under the water and 
could have stayed another 45.  It is al-
ways nice to finish a day dive as a night 
dive and then watch the sun finally set 
over the horizon. 
 
Dive safe, Dive right. 
 
 
Spook. 
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Club Diver Day - Saturday 8th May 
NEW DIVERS SEE OUR  
MEMBERS IN ACTION ATé 

 
GOAT ISLAND MARINE  

RESERVE. 
Meet in the car park at 9:30am for a 
day of diving at this great location.  
 
Register you interest on the Club 
Diver Day ñDiver Listò in the club 
rooms. 
 
Bring the family and make a day of it, 
we will do a BBQ lunch. 
 
Those whom have cameras, donôt 
forget to bring them along, as men-
tioned in the article on the opposite 
page this is an incredible dive loca-
tion for working on under water pho-
tography. 
 
Non-divers will also enjoy snorkelling 
through the shallow waters looking at 
the amazing friendly aquatic life. 

CHECK OUT THE AQUTIC LIFE 
WAITING FOR YOU TO COME AND 

VISIT... 

Next Club Diver Day - Saturday June 12th (Mathesons Bay) 
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The Underwater Photography Special Interest Group (SIG) 

The Underwater Photography SIG welcomes anyone from absolute beginner to expert 
to meet on the third Wednesday of each month, you donôt even need to own a camera. 
 
Check out last years winning picturesé. 

 
 

Best Black & White Photo 
Jason Bartlett 

Best Diving Related Photo 
Mike Fenwick 

Best Photo By A Novice 
Michelle Bishop 

Best NZ Photo 
Paul Oxton 

Best Underwater Photo 
Roger Crimmins  


