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May 2009  

 
Club Meeting Wednesday 6th May 

Guest Speaker - Roger Grace 

Topic - Diving Whangateau Harbour 
 

Confirmed Up coming guest speakers: 

 

June 3rd Dave Ray: Rebreathers 
July 1st  Simon Mitchell  

Aug 5th Jason Barlett - Seafood Cooking Demo 
 

The Bottom Times  
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   Committee 

President  Lee Findlay  Mobile: 021-905-727 
Vice President  Paul Oxton  Business: 827-7008 

 
Secretary  Jo McKinnon  Mobile: 027-276-1749 

Treasurer  Cameron Smirk Mobile: 021-359121 
 

Club Captain  Willie Ritson  Mobile: 021-1700-124 

 
Junior SIG  Andrew Fergusson Mobile: 027-280-2019 

Photography SIG John Scott  Private: 817-8640 
Research Team Mike Percy  Mobile: 021-661-832 

Membership  Deanne Oxton  Business: 827-7008 
Bar Manager  Anne Shephard Private:  827-5477 

 

Website  Kit Bishop  Private: 838-9605 
Magazine Editor Cameron Smirk Mobile: 021-359121 

Contact Details 

Western Underwater  Inc. 
www.westernunderwater.org.nz 

5 Portage Road,  New Lynn, Auckland 

Tel: 823 7788 

Hours of Operation: 

The club is open every Wednesday from 7:00pm and Friday barbeque 
starts at 5:30pm. 

Advertising Rates: 
Quarter page:  $20.00 / issue 
Half page: $35.00 / issue 
Full page:  $65.00 / issue 

Deadline for contributions and adverting is 20th of the month before month of 
publishing. Late contributions cannot be guaranteed Publication  

Neither the editor or the Western Underwater are responsible for opinions ex-
pressed by contributors to the Bottom Times. 

Contact the Editor, Cameron on  

#021-359-121 for advertising enquiries 

Clubrooms  Hireage: 

The club is available for  hireage for private functions. Please contact 
Bar Manager , Anne on #827-5477 for function enquiries. 
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Well the club dive on 29 March at Jones 
Bay for some scollies, before the season 
closed a couple of days later, was an ab-
solute beauty!  The weather was perfect, 
Cam Smirk had the barbie fired up with 
abundant sausages, and Galvin Bartlett 
was kind enough to ferry divers out to the 
bed on his boat.  The only disappoint-
ment was we only had about 10 club 
members there, but we all certainly went 
home with our limit of scallops.   
 
A big thank you to Cam and Galvin for 
their contributions.  We intend to do this 
more often next season, so if you havenôt 
tried a dive at Jones Bay, I really encour-
age you to come along next time.  A full 
write up of the day appears later in the 
magazine. 
 
The April club meeting was quite well 
attended, and Roger and Damos did a 
great job of presenting a number of newly 
certified divers with their certificates.  This 
is something we intend to do on a regular 
basis from now on ï thanks to Deanne for 
doing all the organising ï and hopefully 
having new divers experience the club 
like this will result in a lot more new mem-
bers.   
 
At the very least we want to make attain-
ing certification at DHQ West Auckland a 
bit of an occasion! The speaker on the 
night, Mike Westgate, also gave an excel-
lent presentation.  Mike is a professional 
sound mixer and, despite actually person-
ally hating the water, he has worked with 
the Cousteau Society on quite a number 
of projects.   
 
He even brought along a personal audio 
message to the dive club from  

 
Jean-Michel Cousteau, and we also 
viewed an excellent  documentary on 
sharks that he was involved in.  It was a 
very good night and Mike stated he would 
be keen to come back again and show us 
another documentary. 
 
The front cover competition was won (yet 
again) by Michelle Bishop, and the $50 
monthly draw went to a very deserving 
Anne Sheppard.  Well done to both of 
you. Unfortunately, John Scott had to 
cancel the Photography evening last 
month but will be back in the swing of 
things in May.  If you have any interest at 
all in underwater photography, or just 
photography in general, you really should 
attend.  See details later in the magazine. 
 
Hopefully by now most of you will have 
experienced the updated look of the club 
rooms that the new carpet has provided.  
A big thanks to Paul & Deanne Oxton, 
Willy Ritson and Mike Percy for all their 
work in getting the carpet layed.   Fantas-
tic effort guys and it looks great.  Once it 
is given a steam clean it will look a million 
dollars, and it certainly enhances the club 
room environment. 
 
Despite the nip that is now in the air, the 
diving is still good and the water quite 
warm.  We had 20m vis on dives at the 
Hen & Chicks over Easter, and a water 
temp of 19-20C!  Iôm personally looking 
forward to the upcoming May club trip to 
Astrolabe Reef.  It is meant to be an awe-
some dive site so look for a write up in 
next monthôs mag. 
 
Happy diving. 
 
Lee Findlay  

The Bottom Line - from the PresidentñLee Findlay 
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Events Calender  
Wed May 6th  WUDC Club Meeting 
  Speaker: Roger Grace - Diving Whangateau Harbour 

 

Thu May 14th WUDC Committee Meeting 
 

Wed May 13th Research Team Meeting (7.30pm)  
 

Wed 20th May Photography SIG - Digitally enhancing underwater  

  images with Picasa - the art of editing, cropping, colour 
  and exposure correction 
Wed 3rd June  WUDC Club Meeting. Speaker: Dave Ray: Rebreather 

  Rebreather theory of operations ï SCR, CCR, physiology, 

  gas management, PO2, eCCR, mCCR, KISS. Rebreather 
  Orientation  (representative manufacturer presentations, 

  home builds, modifications, set-up) Intro home building 

 
Sun 7th June   Club Shore Dive Whangateau Harbour 

 
Weds 10 June: Rebreather Continue Build (19:30 ï 21:00) 

 
Sat 13th  June JAZZ Night 

 
Weds 17 June 18:30 ï 20:00 Rebreather Complete and test dive 

 Wed 1st  July Speaker: Simon Mitchell 
Sat 18th July   Mid-Winter Christmas Party 

Wed 29  July Annual General Meeting 

Wed 5th Aug   Seafood Cooking DemonstrationðSpook the Chef 

   

Notice of Annual General Meeting. 
The Western Underwater Dive Club will hold itôs next Annual General Meeting 
from 8pm on Wednesday 29th July 2009 at the clubrooms, 5 Portage Road, 
New Lynn. 
In accordance with the requirements of the constitution, submissions for 
changes to the constitution need to be received by the Secretary no later than 
29th May 2009. 
The secretary will accept nominations for officers and committee no later than 
14 days before the AGM.  
Any one proposing changes to the constitution or nominations for officers or 
committee can leave them with the shop or hand them to the secretary or any 
committee member at a club night. 
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Sat May 9th    Astrolabe Reef / Penguin Shoals 

            departing Tauranga (Advanced) $85 

 
Sat May 23rd  Wreck Canterbury / Deep Water Cove / Danger Rock 

  Northland Dive $85 
 

14th ï17th May Club Promotion Stand, Hutchwilco NZ Boat Show.  

  Volunteer Club Members Wanted!  
  Ring Deanne Ph: 8277008 

 
Sun May 24th  Wreck Canterbury / Deep Water Cove / Danger Rock 

   Northland Dive $85 
 

Sat 20th June Poor Knights Yukon  

  departing Tutukaka  $125 
 
Sun July 11th Astrolabe Reef / Penguin Shoals  

  departing Tauranga (Advanced) $85 
 

Sun 4th October  Pinnacles / Sugar Loaf departing Tutukaka 
       (Advanced)  $125 

 

Destinations available every Weekend include the Poor Knights, Twin 

Wrecks, Bay of Islands and other destinations available on alternating 
basis include Little Barrier, Hen & Chicks, Gt Barrier, Mokohinaus, Goat 

Island and Tawharanui. 

Dive Trips Calender 

Dusky Sound live aboard on MV Pemboke 
 

Anyone interested on liveaboard in Dusky 

Sound. Trip probably late this year or early 
next year. Need 8 divers / fishos / hunters / 

photographers .  
They are suggesting a 6 day (5 night) char-

ter  at $375 per person per night 
Please email George Currie at 

geo@ihug.co.nz  your expression of inter-

geo@ihug.co.nz
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Sub Aqua Cup 2008 - Katy Tapling 
Best Diving Related Photo 

Phil Bendle Trophy 2008 
Lee Findlay  
Best Underwater Photo 

Peter Collins Cup 2008 for  
Best NZ Underwater Photo 

We are calling for Entries to the 2009 Photography Competition. If you 

need inspiration, check out last yearôs Competition winners below.  

 

More details including new Photography categories will be released in 
next months mag.  
 

All entries will be considered for next Yearôs DiveHQ West 2010  
Calender which is promoting New Zealand Diving. 
 
Be sure to be at Photography SIG meeting on Wed 20th May. The presentation 

is ñDigitally enhancing underwater  images with Picasaò  Learn the art of edit-
ing, cropping, colour and exposure correction 

 

John Scott 

Phil Bendle Trophy - Lee Findlay  Best Underwater Portfolio 

Photography Competitions 
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Entry #1: Mark Stonemanôs False Teeth. Lost Tuesday 17th 

March 2009 at Cathedral Cave, Piercy Island. Recovered on 
Wednesday 18th March by Roger Crimmins. 

 
Entry #2: Pair of Rock Island sunglasses recovered from 

Goat Is land by Martin Hitch on 30th March 2009. 

Most Interesting Artefact Entry Competition 

Damos Albert receiving  Most Interesting Artefact 2008 

Gary Wihongi receiving 2008 Biggest Cray of the Year 

Cray Competition 

3 Cray weighed in by club members so far for 2009. 
 
Tony Hawke caught a 2.25 kg red at Gt Barrier 8th 

January 2009. 
 
Dennis Major caught a  1.89 kg red at Gt Barrier 23rd 
March 2009. 

Competition Corner 

Pool Competition 
1. Willy Ritson 
2. Cameron Smirk 

3. Kit Bishop 

Darts Competition 
1. Paul Oxton 
2. Cameron Smirk 

3. Willy Ritson 

Friday Nights are Pool and Darts night at the Club.  
Feel free to challenge anyone on the ladder. 

Whoever is the leader at time of Prize Giving are the winners... 
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Spook the Cook Recipe 

Risoni 
 

Risoni is an Italian pasta styled like a very long grain rice which makes a 

fantastic source of carbs and starches.  Use about 1 cup of this pasta to 
suite the need for this recipe.  Season the water well for extra flavor. 

 
Once the Risoni is cooked remove from the heat and start cooking the 

Scallops. 
 

Seared Scallops (Yield 4 as Entrée) 

 
24 x Scallops (Shame the seasons over huh?) 

Truffle Oil (White) 
Ratatouille ï 

            Finely Diced Roast Capsicum 

            Scallions (Spring Onions) 
            Zucchini 

            Beans 
Heat oil in pan until very (Damn) hot and sauté the scallops quickly, only 

seconds on each site and toss in a small handful of the Ratatouille near 
the end and toss together for about 1 minute. 

 
Arrange a few Table spoons of the Risoni in the middle of 6 plates and 

arrange 6 Scallops/Ratatouille on top and drizzle lightly with the Pesto 

and drizzle a little White Truffle Oil over for that extra rich flavor. 
 

Monthly Shop Special 

 
Hutchwilco New Zealand  

Boat Show Special! 

ñLearn to Dive for Two Two Fiveò 

Full PADI Open Water Dive Course including all manuals, lectures, pool 
sessions and sea dives at Goat Island and Lake Pupuke with Interna-

tional recognised certification. 
Usually priced at $450.00 / New Zealand Boat Show Special, book on a 

course in May or June 

For only $225.00!! 
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DIVEMASTER 

Jeremy Burrows  Andrew Ferguson 
 
RESCUE ï TERTIARY CLASS 

Antony Basturkmen Brook Dixon  Martin Hitch 

Stanley Yeatman Shayna  Irving  Daniel Rae 
Kelly Withers 

 
ADVANCED  OPENWATER 

Stanley Yeatman 

 
OPENWATER 

Stephen Hathaway Elouise Wilson Jessica Gomez Cavero 
Brett Stubbing  Lucy Parks  Daniel Neill 

Usha Mistry  Anjana Narsai  Rachel Pauling 

Jeetesh Mistry  Logan Bell  Sean Drabble 
Julian Debruyne Matthew Good  Aderyn Johnston 

Milestones 

The Social event of the Year 

Western Underwater Dive club  
proudly presents 

ñA night of Sophisticationò  

Dress up and Enjoy an evening of Jazz and  
Cabaret, Cocktails, wine and cheese 

 

Saturday 13th June.  
$5 Tickets available at DiveHQ Shop 
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!!New!! Dive Community Award!! New!! 
 

Dive HQ West is happy to sponsor this new award for Western Underwater Club Mem-
bers on an annual basis. The award will be to a club member that that has supported 
the facility and club scene throughout the year. It will be awarded each year to the 
leader on the pointôs board at the time of the club prize giving. 
 
The prize will be kept a surprise up until the prize giving and is well worth winning!  
This year it is the FAFLFOO Award! (Make of it what you want!) 
 
Points will be awarded on a monthly basis by Dive HQ West Auckland. 
As a new award, introduced in 2009, we kick off with points awarded to date. This is 
the leader board as at the end of April.  
 
Name           Points     Reason 
John Scott      5   dedication with Photographic workshops 
Andrew Ferguson  5   generally promoting diving and taking new divers diving. 
Paul Gargiulo     4     teamwork on the diploma course 
Willie Ritson     4   carpet, maintenance & gardening at the club.  
Cameron Smirk     3     work effort on behalf of the club 
Mike Percy     3   carpet & cleaning of the clubrooms.  
Dave Sherry     3    starting new magazine at short notice. 
Benny Larsen     3    new member getting involved in his club.  
Martin Hitch     2   tertiary member for more than his share of tank filling. 
Kit Bishop     2    work to date on the new web site. 
Kylie Evans     1   bar duty with a smile. 
Damos Albert     1   flexibility for new students and promoting the club 

 

NEW MEMBERS 
Glenn Swinehart Tai Tuala   Matthew Thomson  

Sheldon Turton  Kelly Withers  Jeremy Burrows  
Lynn & Mike Fenwick  

RENEWING MEMBERS 

Clive Brittain & Lucy Yang Glenn Swinehart Chris Callaghan 
Willie Ritson 

Welcome Members 
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Diver Training 
 

PADI Open Water Dive Course 
ñHutchwilco New Zealand Boat Show Specialò ï for a 

two-month period, our PADI Open water Course is 
priced at only $225.00! Be Quick!! 

 
   Boat Show Special  

Weekend Class ï Starts 23rd May  - $225 
Evening Class - starts Monday 25th May - $225 

 
Weekend Class ï Starts 20th June - $225 

Evening Class ï starts Tuesday 16th June - $225 
 

PADI Advanced Open Water Course 
Enjoy a weekendôs diving with Northland Dive including a dive on 
the Wreck of the Canterbury, 2 nights accommodation, meals and 
air fills and return home a qualified Padi Advanced Open Water 

diver. 
 

Weekend of 23rd / 24th May 2009 ï Cost $550.00 (Own Gear) or 
$650.00 (with Hire gear) 

 
PADI Rescue Diver Course 

Starts Monday 13th July  Cost: $395.00 
 

PADI Enriched Air / Nitrox Course 
Enjoy Safer Diving with the benefits of enriched air! 

Starts Monday 29th June  Cost: $299.00 
Other Courses available 

Entry Level and Leadership Skills in Diving ï Rescue Diver or 
Divemaster. 

Diploma Level Qualifications ï graduate as an Advanced Scuba 
Dive Instructor with 5 specialty ratings. 

National Certificate in Retail (Level 3) 
National Certificate in Adult Education and Training (Level 4). 

Enrolling now for start 29th June 2009 start. Student Loans apply 

for these courses. 
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T 
was the thirteenth Sabbath of 
this year of our lord 69AA 

(Anno Aqualung) when the 
nobles, profits and disciples 

were gathered for the last gathering 

of sacred offerings (Scallops).   On 
the 8th hour of this day the first of the 

nobles were to gather at a place of 
prayer known as Sandsipt. Much too-

ing and froing was had about a suit-
able platform from which to launch 

the chosen vessel from, not to men-

tion the unfortunate battery 
issues; a test from the gods 

this was to be.   
 

Once the vessel was 
launched and the nobles 

boarded they commenced 
their journey across the wa-

ters to a small but tranquil 

reserve off the point of 
Tawharanui. 

 

H 
ereth the day of 

reckoning was to 
begin at the depths of North 

East Bay.  The gods were 

pleased and gave the nobles calm 
waters and fair light from the sun for 

the first of their adventures below the 
surface of the water whilst breathing 

from the cylinders of sacrificial elixir to 
prepare themselves for the onerous 

task that lay ahead, the task of gath-

ering for the last supper. 
 

This was to be a very satisfying ex-
perience whilst interacting with nu-

merous goat fish, spotties and snap-
per the flourished in the boulder scat-

tered sandy arena with many crayfish 
wanting to greet the nobles to offer 

support and wisdom for the gathering 

of the feast.  (Dirty buggers know itôs 
a reserve!!!!!!!!!!!!!) 

 
After spending up to one hour admir-

ing their surroundings at 20.8m the 
nobles set off the area of gathering 

(Daveôs sweet spot @ Jones Bay). 

 

 

S 
acrificial gathering is not for 
the weak, the gods will test 

ones ability, endurance and 
more importantly ones 

measuring technique and counting 
ability.  The gods get extremely disap-

pointed if more than required is gath-

ered. 
 

 

 

The Last SupperðJason Barlett 
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D 
isciples, profits and nobles 

gathered from all reaches 
of the lands as this was to 

be an auspicious event, 
only once a year can one gather for 

the last supper.  The chosen vessel 
(el tambo of Doubtless Bay) ferried 

eager gatherers from the shores of 

the sacrificial site (Jones Bay) across 
the waters to about 15m depth for 

whence this depth was reached the 
gathering could begin. 

 
 

With vigor and enthusiasm, nobles, 

profits and disciples 
donned sacramental 

gowns and proceeded 
to acquire the offerings 

from the depths.   
 

Battling all the tests 
thrust upon them 

(strong currents, big 

sandy clouds from oth-
ers and limitations of 

the cherished elixir - air) 
they were to all return 

with adequate offerings 
for the gods (stomachs). 

 

 

O 
ne noble had been chosen 

to stayeth behind and pre-
pare sustenance for the 

gatherers.  As usual, Cam 
did an outstanding job with the BBQ.  

With support from fellow disciples the 

gatherers were fed and watered.   
 

 

W 
hat better way to ap-

pease the gods but with 
crayfish.  With this in 

mind a couple of gather-
ers (Myself and Dave S) journeyed 

back out over the waters to a luscious 
site at Takatu Point to once again 

hunt for the blessings of the gods.  

Visibility of about 15m at about 19m 
depth. 

 
Low and behold we ere unsuccessful 

however the King Fish, Sting Rays, 
Sand dagger Wrasse and other fish 

life within the magical vista proved 

extremely worthy of the additional ni-

trogen loading. 
 

All nô all a fantastic day. 
Thanks heaps to Galvin B for the use 

of el tambo. 
 

Jason Barlett 



 

14 http://www.westernunderwater.org.nz/

The January intake tertiary class is 
well underway and under the direc-

tion of our highly qualified tutor Roger 
Crimmins, everything is running ac-

cording to plan.   Well done to you  all 
having passed your rescue .   

 

Welcome to new part-time students 
Kelly Withers and Jeremy Burrows 

and also to the two new enrolments 
this week, rescue divers Matthew 

Thomson and Sheldon Turton.    
 

This is the largest class we have had 

for several  years and I would like to 
thank Damos Albert, tutor in recrea-

tional for all his help to the students 
and the support that is given to Roger 

in such a professional manner.  
 

This spot is supposed to be filled with 
a student dive experience but appar-

ently you are all too stressed and 

busy studying towards Divemaster.   
Come on guys get something to-

gether for Cameron next month. This 
class has great teamwork and a spe-

cial thanks to Martin Hitch for all the 

extra time he devotes helping new 
students without expectation of re-

ward.  Shayna, the only female stu-
dent is achieving very well in a mans 

world.  
 

The club has generously given free 

membership to tertiary students for 
the duration of the course.  We would 

love to see you at the meetings and 
last month it was great having you all 

there.  There are some excellent 
speakers coming up over the next 

few months.   

The clubôs opening hours are gov-
erned by their license which is 7pm 

so together with Andrew Ferguson 
one of our Divemasters/committee 

member and myself  we would like to 
invite you to join us from approxi-

mately 4.30 onwards on a Friday eve-
ning on the club deck for a BBQ and 

drinks.   This invitation is of course 

extended to any club member who 
would like to call in for an early drink 

on the way home from work. Look 
forward to seeing you on the deck!  

Deanne Oxton 

Mark Stoneman 

Stanley  Yeatman Shayna Irving Daniel Ray Brook Dixon 

Anthony Basturkmen 

Martin Hitch 

Matthew Thomson Sheldon Turton K.Withers Jeremy Burrows 

DiveHQ Tertiary Team Update 
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A beautiful hot summerôs evening and after an intensive IDC week 
with our Course Director Tony Woolland the tertiary class of 2008 

gathered along with Tony and Roger at Reganôs home for a BBQ 

and the drinks were mandatory of course. 
 

By the time I arrived the group were in a jovial mood, Paul G. and 
Kane cooking delicious gourmet food prepared by Regan (feta 

meatballs were amazing.)   The beers and merlot were flowing 
freely.   It was an evening full of laughs, exchanging of experi-
ences, highlights and sometimes frustration and difficulty.    
 
It was a great time and I think they all felt a little nostalgic that the 
CSI22 class was almost at an end.   Many lasting friendships were 

formed and I was impressed with the comradeship and support 
they displayed toward each other. 
 
Congratulations on your achievements and I do hope you are suc-
cessful in your career.  Please keep in touch, you were a great 
class! 

 

Deanne Oxton 

Farewell to Last Years Tertiary Team 
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Western Underwater Research Team    (1993 ï 2009) 

Some things start by shear circum-
stances and the óWestern Underwater 
Research Teamô is no exception. It was 
early 1993 and by chance I meet up with 
Dr John Walsby a marine biologist and 
freelance writer. John had already made 
a name for himself through writing books 
and his óNature Watchô column in the 
New Zealand Herald.  
What we did have in common and agreed 
upon was that outside the cloisters of the 
academics apart from the odd beach 
clean-up and school rockpool study; there 
was very little involvement by the commu-
nity on marine conservation issues. From 
here we talked about the basis of how 
such groups could be formed and just by 
chance John had been asked to be quest 
speaker at the óWestern Underwater Dive 
Clubô.  
During the talk John set the seed to see if 
anyone would be interested in forming a 
group. I watched hesitantly for a reaction 
and got one reply from Dave Gibbs a dive 
instructor at Western Underwater Dive 
Shop. Thanks to Dave, within a week we 
had a meeting, decided on a name and 
that coming weekend some of us were 
diving off Aucklandôs North Shore Chel-
tenham Beach, to observe the spread of 
one of those horrible marine invaders, the 

Asian or Mud mussel (Musculista sen-
housia).  
Marine invaders were all the rage back 
then and so we went looking for them 
and, of all places, we selected Waterfall 
Bay in the Manukau Harbour. It soon be-
came obvious that most of us couldnôt 
identify a marine invader from a fried egg. 
We had to find a method of collecting 
data that was simple, so we asked the 
marine academics for advice and basi-
cally got snubbed as the information that 
we were capable of collecting was of no 
scientific value. What happened here was 
nothing short of shear ignorance and one 
might say arrogance from the schools of 
marine biology.  
 
They had missed the potential of a huge 
data collecting resource by using recrea-
tional divers. Sadly this attitude has 
stayed that way ever since. For the next 
two years we trialed various surveying 
techniques and, by doing so, inadver-
tently closed the gap between the com-
munity and the scientists by introducing a 
second survey approach - synthesis and 
action research. It has a community ac-
tion group approach, based on aware-
ness.  
 
This approach encourages education and 
involvement on multi-layered issues and 
is sustainably focused on preserving 
other species for future generations. It 
can include using a pre-cautionary ap-
proach whilst recognising uncertainly and 
risk. To push the cause further we ap-
proached the dive training agencies and 
got some support from Colin Melrose of 
óPADI New Zealandô, who partially linked 
it to PADIôs óProject Awareô.  
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At this stage the survey project was basi-
cally dead in the water when another 
chance meeting at a Marine Invaders 
Public Forum saw me talking to Bruce 
Carter from óNew Zealand Underwater 
Associationô (NZUA). That was in 1996 
and from that meeting the óNational Envi-
ronmental Recreation Diver Sur-
veyô (NERDS) was formed in conjunction 
with NZUA. We had great fun developing 
and trialing the project around the waters 
of Tiritiri Mantangi and formed many 
friendships.  
 

John Walsby designed a survey sheet 
and once remarked ñItôs very difficult to 
design something simpleò. But after only 
a couple of years the cash strapped pro-
ject began to loose support and differ-
ences of opinion set in, forcing my resig-
nation as project co ordinator.  
 
Thanks to Karli Thomas (NZU) we 
reached an agreement that the project be 
reformed under the wing of the óWestern 
Underwater Research Teamô as the óNew 
Zealand Recreational Diver Surveyô 
(NZRDS).  

 
Not to be daunted by problems, the Re-
search Team as part of a óMillennium 
Projectô embarked on a National survey 

of the New Zealand seahorse óSurvey 
Seahorse 2000ô and has turned out to be 
a thoroughly enjoyable experience. We 
also enjoy supporting local issues and 
have played a large part in helping pro-
tect the marine life along the North Is-
landôs Wild West coast.  

 
The protection of the worldôs rarest dol-
phin, the North Island Hectorôs Dolphin 
now called Mauiôs Dolphin, has been very 
dear to us and, we continue to support 
initiatives for further protection. Being 
community/science based we position 
ourselves somewhere between science 
and advocacy. Therefore we are in a po-
sition to see both sides. There are signs 
that joint ventures are beginning to hap-
pen through local Councils and communi-
ties getting together with environmental 
surveys e.g. steams and mangroves. 
  
Where do we go from here? The Re-
search Team will continue supporting the 
NZRDS program and will strive to make it 
happen through Dive Shop outlets thus 
giving recreational diver training an alter-
native program and additional qualifica-
tion in simple marine surveying. From 
there we have to link all the information 
collected onto an open National data-
base.  
 
óPacific Ocean Cleanupô is our flagship 
project at the moment and hopefully we 
will officially launch it with a promotional 
poster at this yearôs óHutchwilco New 
Zealand Boat Show 2009ô There are 
ideas in the future to form a óTrustô to sup-
port research into marine species, one 
that does not have a commercial gain, 
but thatôs another project and another 
story. For more information about 
W. U. R . T  se e  o ur  we b  s i te 
www.seahorse2000.org.nz  

http://www.seahorse2000.org.nz/
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TONGA CLEAN UP 
Ocean Blue Adventures (Happy Haôa-

pai Divers run by Jen and Triss) and 
Matafonua Lodge (currently being 

managed by Sandra and Garth) 
joined together and organized a 

beach clean up on March 23, 2009. 

 
The beaches on Foa are the most 

beautiful in Haôapai, with long 
stretches of white sand lined with 

palm trees, the perfect picture post 

card. With an increase in Tourism to 
the area, and the introduction of west-

ern products to the local Tongan peo-
ple, disposal of packaging has be-

come an issue. We decided to incor-
porate some basic education along 

with a general clean up of our local 

beach.  
 

The staff that work for Happy Haôapai 
Divers, Matafonua Lodge and Sandy 

Beach Resort were asked to come 
and bring all of their family on a Sat-

urday morning to help clean up the 

beach. All of the employees live in the 
local village so use the beach regu-

larly on Weekends.  
 

They often have traditional feasts 
next to the beach where rubbish is 

normally left for us to clean up. Paper 
plates, plastic bottles and tin foil are 

the main culprits. There was also an-
other area on the far side of the 

beach, which seemed to have re-

cently been used for dumping any-
thing unwanted.  

We believed it was time to take some 
action and try to inform the Tongan 

people what to do with

 
their rubbish. Around 40 people ar-

rived at 08:30 to help, even the 
guests on holiday gave a hand. With 

such a great turn out we got started 

with huge enthusiasm.  
Everyone got really stuck in and the 

first trailer load was full within 15mins, 
in total we managed to load up 6 trail-

ers full of trash, with children as 
young as 3 picking up plastic bottle 

lids.  It really was so encouraging to 

see such young villagers jumping in 
to help.  We worked through until 

11:30 making our way all long the 
beach with wheelbarrows collecting 

any rubbish that had been washed 
up.  
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At the end of the beach everyone 

jumped in for a swim to cool off.  
Some of the Tongan women had 

been working hard all morning pre-
paring a traditional feast for every-

one. An Umu had been dug out the 

day before, and the local yam, ku-

mara, tapioca, sipi, and chicken had 
been slowly cooking all morning. 

The women had also prepared Ota 

Ika (Marinated raw fish), and corned 

beef filling wrapped in taro leaves. 
The food was laid out and a Tongan 

prayer said. Everyone ate and felt 
satisfied at what we had achieved. 

We asked all of the children to write 
something about the day and why it 

was important that rubbish found its 

way to the bin.  These pieces of 
writing are going to be displayed in 

the school for all to see.  

 
Mid Winter  

Christmas 
Party 

 

 

Saturday 18th July  
 

It does not sound like Christmas 
but bring your  Christmas cheer 

and appetite to the dead of winter. 
  

You can be assured that seafood 

is on the menu, however you will 
need to check next months mag 

for further details. 
 

$15 Tickets available at  

DiveHQ Shop 


