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- keeping your diving Passion alive

-

Snapper (Chrysphrys auratus), Goat Island, Leigh, NZ, Photo: Michelle Bishop

CLUB Meeting 2nd Mar CLUB Meeting 6th Apr
Speaker: Dr Simon Mitchell Speakers: Tony and Jenny Enderby
Those who have had the pleasure are photojournalists with an emphasis
of listening to Si mon fsthetundereaer world. Rotnere info
past will know this is a not to miss go to www.enderby.co.nz
night.
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Western Underwater Contacts

Western Underwater Dive Club Inc.
5 Portage Road, New Lynn, Auckland, Tel: 827-7683

Magazine

Editor Jason Bartlett Mobile: 0272 976 551
Sub-Editor Cameron Smirk  Mobile: 021 359 121

Foreign Correspondents
Brazil: Paulo Machado  Paulo@machadoboatdesign.com
Australia: Sandra Bogun doubleOtrouble @hotmail.com
Thailand: Mark Anderson  whoisbiga@gmail.com
Fiji Damos Albert dmnsurfer@gmail.com
Canada Mike Macauly decoscubaboy@gmail.com

Dive Club Committee

President Cameron Smirk  Mobile: 021 359 121
Vice President Deanne Oxton Business: 09 827 7008
Club Captain Roger Crimmins  Mobile: 021 0233 3600
Secretary Mark Robinson Business: 09 550 8101
Treasurer Deanne Oxton Business: 09 827 7008
Photography SIG John Scott Private: 09 817 8640
Research Team Mike Percy Mobile: 021 661 832
Hospitality Mark Stoneman

Website Kit Bishop Private: 09 838 9605

Club Hours of Operation:
The club is open every Wednesday and Friday from 7:30pm.

Clubrooms Hireage:
The club is available for hire for private functions. Please contact Deanne on
ph: 827 7008 for function enquiries.

Advertising Rates: . _ g
Quarter page:  $20.00 / issue For advertising, Letters to the Editor or other enquiries

Half page: $35.00 / issue Contact the Editor, Jason Bartlett
Full page: $65.00 / issue 0272 976 551 or spookdm@xtra.co.nz.

The deadline for contributions, advertising and Letters to the Editor is 10th of
the month of publishing. The magazine is published on the 17th of the Month
prior to the month to which it applies.

Any opinions expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily the opinion of the editor or
WUDC committee. Anonymous letters to the Editor will not be published.
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The Bottom Line from the President
As February ends and March arrives person to win all three prizes avail-

holidays are typically done and able to win. Having won the Club
dusted, club life is settling back into Polo Shirt, the SpotX Diving Book
its rhythm. and the Club Dive Log | hope Mark

winning streak is over for the moment
The monthly club meeting on the 2™ until we can think of another prize for
Feb was well attended and Steve his next time.
from Dive Fish Snow Travel spoke
about the club dive trip in July 2011to  This September will be the 35" anni-
t he Sol omons. Cur r eansaryof tha Western Undetwsgter A n -
drew and Willy that are booked but Club been founded. Traditionally we
there was definitely others interested have had a weekend of celebrations
after watching the professional video every 10 years however | feel with all

of what to expect in the Solomons. the improvements made in the Club it
Thanks to Peter for the recent photos  would be remiss not to mark the

of his dive trip to the Solomons. Until achievements with some form of cele-
we can get an advert into the mag brations. Any and all ideas will be
please contact Steve at Dive Fish considered and for those of you that
Snow Travel on 479-2210 if your in- have been around for the previous
terested. celebrations know that you can look

forward to a good time had by all.
Another reminder that Dr Simon

Mitchell is here on the 3rd Mar and Lastly a special thank you must go to
with Tony and Jenny Enderby here our Mag sponsors Karl Barlett of High
on the 6th Apr. So make sure you Spec Auto Works for paying for the
make it Club nights.... printing of the Dive Mag since we

changed to colour. Karl has sold his
I think all our building leaks are fixed business so we are looking for a new

T at least for the moment. With the sponsor to repeat |
storms over xmas and January itods

been a challenge for us to stay dry o

but with the landlord replacing the Happy Diving,

roof over the mends toilet and patch-
ing up the two broken skylights we Cameron Smirk

can look forward to a dryer future.
President
Remember if you are at the club to
put your name and date on a stick in
the monthly dr aw. Februaryds winner
was Mark Stoneman who is the first
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Club Calendar

Wed, Feb 16th Photography SIG Meeting focus on Macro Photography.

Fri-Sat, Feb 25th  LETS GO CAMPING and DIVING Bland Bay
Contact Jo Selby (021 674 722)

Wed, Mar 2nd CLUB MONTHLY MEETING

Guest Speaker Dr Simon Mitchell.

Those who have had the pleasure of
will know this is a not to miss night.

Sun, Mar 6th 10amd 4pm Ecoday at Olympic Park, New Lynn.

The Research Team will again be at Ecodayd Auc k|l andds pr e
able living festival and it free so if you a greenie or aspire to be sure to get
along and support the event, which

Wed, Mar 9th Research Team Meeting

Wed, Mar 16th Photo SIG Meeting focus on slideshows using Picasa.
Wed, Apr 6th CLUB MONTHLY MEETING

Guest Speakers Tony and Jenny Enderby.

Tony and Jenny are photojournalists with an emphasis on the underwater

world. Based in Leigh, they regularly dive Goat Island and are sure to have
many stories to tell of their many travels. More info at www.enderby.co.nz

Renewing Members New Members

Murray, Brett and Erin Christensen Tiffany Piper

New Tertiary Members

Michael Lawson Daniel Collier
Michael Graham Benjamin Harazim
Andrew Ruffles Tyrone Nelson

Welcome, we look forward to catching up with you all in the club.
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Supporting the People who get us Wet

Destinations available every Weekend include the Poor Knights, Twin Wrecks,
Bay of Islands and other destinations available on alternating basis include Lit-
tle Barrier, Hen & Chicks, Gt Barrier, Mokohinaus, Goat Island and Tawha-
ranui.

?}%A N D

Dive & Fishing
Charters

TUTUKAKA - NEW ZEALAND

Bookings can be taken for singles or groups.
(Minimum numbers apply).

You can book any of these trips through Dive HQ West Auckland

(09) 8277008) or deanne@divehgwest.co.nz

or call in and see us at
5 Portage Rd, New Lynn.
The trip is the same price regardless of booking through us or by
booking direct.
Call Dive HQ West to book now!



mailto:paul@divehqwest.co.nz

WUDC Research Team

Fifth International Marine Debris Conference 20-25 March 11 (Honolulu, Hawaii)

When | read the front page of the New Zealand Herald
(Monday, January 10"2011) t he mai n
our filthy beachesd | was
we after so many years, have failed to get the message
across about the unacceptable state of marine debris
not only around New Zeal ar
our Pacific Islands. After nearly twenty years of thump-
ing the awareness message
ous city authorities and their communities to do some-
thing about the problem, it has now manifested into a
more serious setback. It is clear that a campaign needs
to be put into place albeit to impress the overseas punt-
ers coming for the 62011 F

INTERNATIONAL

MARINE DEBRIS CONFERENCE

Although the cleanup volunteer resource has helped tremendously, some volunteer

organisations are somewhat reluctant to network with other groups (maybe due to their
ego or something) thus resulting in a bit of a mishmash of collection data and resource

management . I asked the question at an
ne debris was

t hought the problem of mari
Ahow did you

hands said yes. I replied

the question. Although their answer was probably correct it was made without sub-

stance. My point is that to show change and to successfully manage the problems as-

sociated with marine debris you first need reliable data.

This got me thinking about
from cleanups. This woul d

p

)

C

promoting the

highlight the type of debris that we need to be concerned about and therefore collec-

tively manage the probl em.
base6 was being | ooked at
I ncidentally the | argest i

Wh a't coul d

fact is, we are no nearer to finding solutions than we were ten years ago. | ask you,

who wants to spend another twenty years of valuable spare time cleaning up after lazy,

apathetic Aucklanders? It seems our previous city authorities loved the idea -1 et 6 s
mote a national <c¢cleanup day
few sponsors and supply the bags; give everyone who attended a certificate of appre-
ciation. Problem solved until next year. The resulting mindset is we now readily accept

not only pinpo

be
by a previous
nternational

d

and get ever

marine debris in our daily lives and the need to get as many people together maybe

once or twice a year to cl

thing 16dm ardently opposed
adults. The minimum age should be fifteen years old. The thought of a child contracting

ean up and,

do

to is the wuse

hepatitis or a serious injury during a cleanup is not on - sanitary pads, nappies, sy-
ringes, condoms, broken glass, rusty nails, toxic chemicals - yuk!
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WUDC Research Team (continued)

The latest cleanup | attended with a small group (Pollen Island Care Group and the
Waitemata Harbour Cleanup Trust) did an awesome job of cleaning up Pollen Island
(Auckl andb6s Waitemata Harbour). As | pull
Boat Club a car full of youngens sped off up the road throwing out takeaway wrappings.
My thoughts at the time were very angry e
of the consequences of my actions had | caught up with them. Rubbish is spread eve-
rywhere by the inconsiderate - our streets, parks, rivers, streams and our coasts and
insultingly the majority of Aucklanders ¢
the problem.

This also got me thinking back to a conversation | had with a work colleague who knew
someone who had the misfortune to be on the receiving end of the Singapore Police

after he was arrested for littering (throwing away a parking ticket). He was instantly

heavily fined and jailed for a night after being stripped to his underwear to walk the

path of shame to his cell which he shared with a dozen others - he got the message. It
seems, as a nation, we donét value our me
and get someone else to cleanup after us.
on people who cleanup up rubbish. Rather than looking down we should be elevating -
they do a fantastic job.

The recent bad weather coupled with king tides has made the matter even worse by
flushing out storm water drains and dumping even more rubbish onto our city coastline,
another reason why we need to network manage to help cleanup the worst areas as
soon as possible. The fact is Auckland he
tions. Another recent New Zealand Herald article (Ocean cleanup a pain in the butt)
blamed boaties and drains for the recent mess and this is far from the truth. The truth

is more to do with the previous Auckland City Councils being as much to blame for

leaving the issue too late and being too unaware to find solutions. As a result we have
more volunteer groups all fighting for resources and basing their success on the

amount of rubbish they collect. This is not to undermine their good work, but we very

much need another approach. Also add our consumer lifestyle as part of the problem

as we continually produce mountains of waste e.g. plastic water bottles. New Zealand

has one of the highest per capita consumer waste rates in the world. So for Wayne

Walker (Auckland City Council - Environmental and Sustainability Forum Chair) to say

in the same Herald article 6itds an indi\
reality. Start at the beginning with the manufacturer/supplier not with the consumer.

Our oceanbdés environments are heaving undeé
trash that also degrades into the food chain as a toxic soup to endanger every life form.
Succuss is having an environment that manages itself with a little help from a friend.

Either way, the Research Team will probably be the only New Zealand volunteer group
attending the 5" International Marine Debris Conference (5IMDC). The Conference

Committee has fully accepted the Researct
ness poster as a presentation abstract in the sessionentittedd6 Usi ng soci al
cause a sea change onbébmarine debris poll
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WUDC Research Team (continued)

We are also in the final stages of putting

together an extended abstract to support
our presentation. For a small meaningful
volunteer group from West Auckland to be
representative at such an international con-
ference is tremendous. Being recreational
di vers we support the
Trustdé and it wildl b 4
catch up with them at the conference as

they one of the sponsors. We not only hope
to contribute greatly to the conference but
aim to get the most updated knowledge of
ways to reduce marine debris and pass this
on to other New Zealand volunteer groups
and the community, as well as New Zea-

l andbés | ocal and nati
sider also the overall costs of our aware-
ness project - printing and distribution of the
6Paci fic Ocean Cl eany

and the cost to attend the 5IMDC, plus the
cost to the environment in carbon emissions
e.g. air flights - the price of awareness.

Research Team actions in the future are: to
promote awareness of marine debris and
recycling, as well as lobbying for; a total

ban on using polystyrene, review the issues
of illegal dumping and derelict fishing gear

at sea, higher penalties for littering, as well
as |l obbying the O6Paci

Have you seen this sea shy?

Pleurobranchaea maculata
(Grey side-gilled sea slug)

As part of ongoing research into toxins
contained within this slug we’d like to get
specimens from around New Zealand.

P. maculata is approximately 5 cm long
and can be found both intertidally and
subtidally, often resting in depressions on
the undersurfaces of stones or on the
surface of soft sediments.

If you observe P. maculaia it would be
fantastic if you can collect the slugs and
place individual slugs in plastic bags or
other small corianders and freeze as
soon as possible. Gloves are
recommended when collecting samples
as their skin is highly acidic. We can
cover the cost of transporting samples.

W For more information or to
send us samples please
contact:

Dr Susie Wood
Susie.wood

03 548 2319 ext 253
Cawthron Institute
@8 Halifax St East
Nelson

.org.nz

rine Debris and Waste Management / Sani-
tary Management of Pacific Island
Communities on their agenda.
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Diver Training
PADI OPENWATER DIVE COURSE

WEEKEND CLASS Starts Saturday 12th Feb 9am Oowl
Cost $450.00 Course run during the day on weekends OW2
EVENING CLASS Starts Tuesday 22nd Feb 6:30pm ow1l
Cost $450.00 Tuesday and Thursday evenings ow2
DAY CLASS Monday 4th April 9am ow1l
Cost $375.00 Course run over 4 days ow2

Sat 20th Feb
Sun 26th Feb

Sat 12th Mar
Sat 26th Mar

Sat 16th Apr
Sun 7th Apr

Prices vary from our standard price being $450.00 although we do run private one on

one courses on request.

run at $375.00.

PADI ADVANCED OPENWATER COURSE (5th and 6th March)

School holiday courses set for the first week in every term

Run over one weekend at Northland Dive. Includes all training, manuals, international
certification, accommodation, meals and boat dives, including the Wreck of the Canter-
bury. $550(own gear) or $650 with hire equipment included.

CAREER COURSE i DIPLOMA IN PROFESSIONAL SCUBA INSTRUCTION

Next intake June 2011
Register early for selection!
See details below...

Career Diver Training

Looking for a career change???? Courses available:

il
il
f

il
f
f

National Certificate in Diving Foundation.
National Certificate in Diving Leadership.

Diploma in Professional Scuba Instruction i graduating as an Ad-

vanced Scuba Dive Instructor with 5 specialty ratings.

National Certificate in Retail.

National Certificate in Adult Education and Training.

Certificate In Medic First Aid Instruction.
emaildeanne@divehgwest.co.nz

Next Diploma intake commencing June 2011.

Student Loans apply for these courses.

*Dive HQ West Auckland is an approved delivery site of The Academy

of Diving.

www.westernunderwater.org.nz
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Dive HQ West Tertiary Team Update

CSI27: Commenced 19 Jan and com-
pletes 21 September so expect some
future reports as they progress
through the course.

[
}.“

il

| -

Daniel
Collier

Michael
Lawson

{
i\

Michael Benjamin
Graham Harazim

Andrew
Ruffles

CSI26: completing 28 March, IDC this
week with Kelly Weeds Course Direc-
tor from DiveHQ Bay of Islands and
sitting their Padi Instructor exams in
Auckland 4™ to 6™ March.

Roderick
Matenga

Georgie
Dysart

Dion
Anderson

Hamish
Brown

Dominic
Hauiti

Rachel
Pauling

Michael
Meisner

Lucien
Bonne

www.westernunderwater.org.nz
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Milestones

OPENWATER
Tommy Yan
Johnson Cho
Michael Graham
Daniel Collier
Tyrone Nelson
Abraham Young
Brad Jones
Carl Jones
Steven Morton
Nick Francis
Tiffany Piper

Sincere congratulations to all! Well Done!

Dive Club
Merchandise for Sale

Dive Wallet $25
Polo Shirt $30
Dive Pennant $10

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEER"
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LAVACORE has Arrived @ Dive HQ West

| f you are familiar with #fASharkskinod exrg
new Pinnacle Lavacore range, which retails about 20% cheaper.

Lavacore is a technically advanced fabric, constructed and engineered exclusively for
water sports requiring the ultimate in thermal control and superior comfort.

This unique synthetic construction closely matches the stretch and movement of a tra-
ditional Lycra rash vest, whilst providing the insulation qualities similar to that of a neo-
prene wetsuit. L a way stretchen@a Trizot shellewineprodf breath-
able inner and close to skin is Polyther
mate comfort i warmth i weight ratio; a true leader within water sports. Wet or dry, hot
or cold, Lavacore helps control your core temperature longer.

Inside the core

1. Outer Lycra layer is a 180g/sgm knitted nylon warp knit Tricot with water
repellent treatment to ensure fast water run off and anti wind chill properties.
2. Inter layer is an impermeable breathable micro porous high stretch PU Film

which is windproof and breathable allowing perspiration to be drawn away in
hot conditions.
Il nner fAPolythermd fleece | ayer is a 240g¢g
tane. It has anti pill treatment as well as anti microbial treatment to reduce odour and
eliminate bacteria.

Lavacore Hoods $69.00
Lavacore Short Sleeve Shirts $149.00
Lavacore Sleeveless Hooded Vests $179.00
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Photography Special Interest Group (SIG)

The Underwater Photography SIG welcomes anyone from absolute beginner to expert
to meet on the third Wednesday of each mc

If you would like to take better pictures when you are diving or just enjoy looking at un-
derwater photographs or video then come along to our informal get-together. At each
SIG meeting we share our images or videos from local trips or tropical destinations.
Each month we will also focus on improving some of the techniques or technical knowl-
edge that will help improve the way we take underwater photos.

Presentations for 2010 will include.
Award winning photos from around the world
How to set up and use an underwater camera
Dods and dondéts of underwater photograp
Composing the perfect picture
Lighting underwater i Ambient vs Flash Photography
Exposure, White balance & ISO
Underwater Video photography
How to create a slide show
How to correct and improve your pictures on a computer
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