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March 2010  The Bottom Times  

Future Events 
 

Guest SpeakerðIan  Skipworth 
Join us on Wednesday the 3rd for a pic-
torial presentation of diving in Fiordland. 

NOT TO BE MISSED. 
Presentation starts at 7:30pm. 

 
 

Sat & Sun,  March 20th & 21st 
Cow ShedðTrip of the year 

Be in quick.  See pages 12-13 for details. 
 

WELCOME TO 2010, WEõVE MISSED YOU. 
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Committee 
President Cameron Smirk Mobile:  021 359 121 
Vice President ????????????? 
Secretary ????????????? 
Treasurer Deanne Oxton Business:  09 827 7008 
Club Captain ????????????? 
Junior SIG Andrew Ferguson Mobile:  0272 802 019 
Photography SIG John Scott  Private:  09 817 8640 
Research Team Mike Percy Mobile:  021 661 832 
Dive Coordinator  Jason Bartlett Mobile: 0272 976 551 
Membership ????????????? 
Events Jason Bartlett Mobile:   0272 976 551 
Website Kit Bishop Private:  09 838 9605 
Magazine Editor Jason Bartlett Mobile:  0272 976 551 

 

Foreign Correspondents 
 

Brazil: Paulo Machado Paulo@machadoboatdesign.com 
Australia: Sandra Bogun double0trouble@hotmail.com 
Thailand: Mark Anderson whoisbiga@gmail.com 
Fiji Damos Albert dmmsurfer@gmail.com 

Western Underwater Contacts 
Western Underwater Dive Club Inc. 

5 Portage Road,  New Lynn, Auckland 
Tel: 827-7683 

Club Hours of Operation: 
The club is open every Wednesday and Friday from 7:30pm. 

Advertising Rates: 
Quarter page:  $20.00 / issue 
Half page: $35.00 / issue 
Full page:  $65.00 / issue 

The deadline for contributions, advertising and Letters to the Editor is 10th of 
the month of publishing. The magazine is published on the 17th of the Month 

prior to the month to which it applies.  

Any opinions expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily the opinion of the editor or 
WUDC committee. Anonymous letters to the Editor will not be published. 

For advertising, Letters to the Editor or other enquiries 
Contact the Editor, Jason Bartlett 

0272 976 551 or spook_da_chef@xtra.co.nz. 

Clubrooms  Hireage: 
The club is available for  hire for private functions. Please contact Deanne on 
ph: 827 7008 for function enquiries. 
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The Bottom Line - keeping your diving Passion alive. 
The year just rolls oné 
 
Welcome to all new members to a year of 
diving and social events. 
 
Itôs welcome to the new tertiary team. 
Officially they are known as CSI25 but 
catch-up with the team on page 15. 
 
There is a New bar menu is on it way. Itôs 
not just Pizza, pie and chips, if Spook da 
Chef has anything to do with it. 
 
If you thought something had changed 
about the look of the club then it might be 
the New Corporate Colours on the Club 
exterior, done by our new Landlord, Rod 
Rugg of Electricans next door . Rod has 
been a breath of fresh air compared to 
our last landlord. So we now have secu-
rity cameras against graffiti attacks. 
 
We have a New foreign correspondent (if 
you call Fiji foreign)  as Damos Albert 
settles in to Fiji diving we can expect 
plenty of shark stories from the tepid wa-
ters of the islands. 
 
We are thanking Andrew Fregunson for 
his committee efforts, particularly last 
years boat show, as he stands down as 
secretary. 
 
The committee at the last meeting sadly 
accepted Dave Sherrysô resignation as 
Vice-President. The committee would like 
to reiterate that Dave has been instru-
mental in bringing new members to the 
club, and we continue to support him. 
 
With membership continuing to grow and 
a full events program the committee is 
looking for Candidates to stand for the 
committee. With the AGM but months 

away itôs important that we continue to 
move forward and function. We are look-
ing for a Club Captain and Membership 
representatives although the Vice Presi-
dent position will not be filled until the 
AGM. 
 
Our first club meeting for the year had 
Paul from www.DivePlanet.co.nz . Possi-
bly you may remember the story of the 
Great White versus the Kayak, but Paul is 
now very much the shark man. The video 
and talk was well received by all.  
 
We have Ian Skipworth, as next months 
meeting speaker. Those of you that saw 
Ianôs last presentation will be happy that 
Ian is returning to elaborate on a small 
preview of Fiordland that we saw last 
time. 
Happy Diving, 
 
Cameron Smirk 

President 

 

 

 

http://www.DivePlanet.co.nz
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Club Calendar 

 
Wednesday,  March 17th  Photography SIG Coaching. 
John Scott presents an impressive ensemble of tricks and tips to enhance you photo-
graphic finesse.   
 
Sat & Sun, March 20th & 21st  Cowshed Club Dive: see page . 
 
 
Sat, May 1st  A NIGHT IN PROVANCE 
 
Treat yourself to a night of French seafood 
prepared by Spook Da Chef.  Kicking off at 
2000hrs until late.  Listen to French jazz and 
dine on French traditional seafood.  Cost is 
$25.00 per person.  Bar service additional.  
Partners welcome. 
 

Welcome 

RENEWING MEMBERS 
Hau Lo 

Tim Snape 
Sean Stewart 

 
 

NEW MEMBERS 
Evin and Barbara Emerson 

 

 

The President and Committee welcomes all new and renewing 

members. We look forward to seeing you all in the club rooms.  
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Destinations available every Weekend include the Poor Knights, Twin Wrecks, 
Bay of Islands and other destinations available on alternating basis include Lit-
tle Barrier, Hen & Chicks, Gt Barrier, Mokohinaus, Goat Island and Tawha-
ranui. 
Destinations available every Weekend include the Poor Knights, Twin Wrecks, 
Bay of Islands and other destinations available on alternating basis include Lit-
tle Barrier, Hen & Chicks, Gt Barrier, Mokohinaus, Goat Island and Tawha-
ranui. 
 
Every Weekend    Poor Knights departing Tutukaka   
          Boat ñDive Tutukakaò, World rated dive  
     Sites. Suitable for all divers   $130.00 
 

 

Every Weekend    Northland Diveðthe famous Cowshed! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Bookings can be taken for singles or groups. 
(Minimum numbers apply).  

You can book any of these trips through Dive HQ West Auckland 
(09)  8277008) or paul@divehqwest.co.nz 

or call in and see us at  
5 Portage Rd, New Lynn.  

The trip is the same price regardless of booking through us or by 
booking direct. 

Call Dive HQ West to book now! 

Dive Shop Calendar 

mailto:paul@divehqwest.co.nz


 

6  www.westernunderwater.org.nz  

Diver Training 
PADI  OPENWATER  DIVE  COURSE 
 
WEEKEND CLASS Starts Sunday 28th March        9am  OW1 17th April  

Cost $399.00  Course run during the day on weekends OW2 18th April  

EVENING CLASS Starts Tuesday 23rd March    6.30pm OW1 10th April  

Cost $399.00  Tuesday and Thursday evenings  OW2 24th April  

DAY CLASS  Starts Monday 12th April  9am  OW1 14th April  

$325.00   Course runs over 4 consecutive days OW2 15th April  

Prices vary from as low as $199.00 if you buy your equipment prior to training.   Our 
standard price is $399.00 although we do run private one on one courses on request.   
School holiday courses set for the first week in every term run at $325.00. 
 
PADI ADVANCED OPENWATER COURSE 
Run over one weekend at Northland  Dive.  Includes all training, manuals, international certifi-

cation, accommodation, meals and boat dives, including the Wreck of the Canterbury. 

$550(own gear) or $650 with hire equipment included. 

 
RESCUE COURSE 
Dates set to suit as required ï Call Paul Oxton at Dive HQ West for details. 

Career Diver Training 

Looking for a career change????  Courses available: 

¶ National Certificate in Diving Foundation. 
¶ National Certificate in Diving Leadership. 
¶ Diploma in Professional Scuba Instruction ï graduating as an Ad-

vanced Scuba Dive Instructor with 5 specialty ratings. 
¶ National Certificate in Retail. 
¶ National Certificate in Adult Education and Training. 
¶ Certificate In Medic First Aid Instruction. 

ENROLLING NOW FOR MID YEAR START             email deanne@divehqwest.co.nz 

Next Diploma intake commencing end of January 2010.  
Student Loans apply for these courses.  

*Dive HQ West Auckland is an approved delivery site of The Academy 
of Diving. 

mailto:deanne@divehqwest.co.nz
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www.westernunderwater.org.nz 
The website should be a centre for members to keep up to date with diving ac-
tivitiesðkeeping your diving passion alive! 
 
Every WUDC member can provide content, photos, trip reports etc.  Simply 
email Kit the website manager and send the content to him. 
 
Please visit and contribute forums, articles, reports, photos etc.  Communicate 
and organise trips. 
 
NEW regular blog: Delicious monthly sea food recipes by JasonðSpook da 
Chef!  
 

 
Make this website your success! 

 
 
 

Dive Club Online 
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The GOOD BAD Dive. (Carl Bartlett) 
      Iôve been diving for over 25 years 
now & canôt count the number of 
dives. I  love nature, practically the 
ocean, where Iôm most at home. 
      My best times were part time liv-
ing on a 65ft dive charter boat, slept 
12 plus the crew of 3. Dropping divers 
on WW II  wrecks along the south 
coast of  England or across to the 
Channel Islands for a week. And div-
ing  scallops  for  the  fish  mongers 
when we didnôt have a charter.  
      But I do have a very healthy re-
spect for Mother Nature as she plays 
for keeps, & I love my life. (Not a type 
o. life not wife)  
     Iôve always given other divers 
some grief about how they take so 
long to gear up for a dive, all the extra 
gadgets (that make for a more bulky 
dive) & buddy checks. Decompres-
sion stops I understand, but safety 
stops, (whatôs that about?).(You must 
have too much air!!) If you come back 
with air in your tank youôve wasted 
half your dive!!! 
Auckland anniversary weekend Fri-
day night my brother Jason, Debbie & 
myself hit the road & were in HiHi, 
Doubtless Bay, by midnight.  
 
MY FIRST MISTAKE: 
Up bright & early (kind of) Saturday 
morning for 3 days diving in heaven 
(some very pretty diving to be had). In 
the boat, on the water out to a   pin-
nacle Jason & my father had found 
over the Xmas period, & was sup-
posed to be very nice.  
 

The sea bed is at 140 ft (42 m) with 
nothing else around but this 1 small 
rock which shoots up to 5 m. (Sounds 
like a bit of me)  
      When we got to the rock a boat 
was already anchored, fishing, & the 
swell was up. So we decided to find 
another more sheltered spot & come 
back later.  Which we did. 
 (First dive, 65 ft (19m) for 50 mins)  
       With a surface interval of nearly 4 
hours we were back at the rock. 
 
MY SECOND MISTAKE:  
(on this day), do your deep dive first. 
With a grapple hook & marker buoy 
on the rock, I followed the line down 
(leaving the other divers still kitting up 
on the boat) & found the rock at 108 ft 
(32 m) & could see the bottom. The 
fish life was amazing, the abundance 
& variety. Out with the camera. Click, 
click, click. A massive school of king 
fish was circling me almost at arms 
length. And if that wasnôt impressive 
enough, all of a sudden, they were 
joined by about a dozen giant kingies. 
It was awesome. I enjoyed them for a 
minute, aware of where I was, I hit the 
bottom & started to circle the rock 
looking for the prized cray holes. I 
could smell them, they were close. 
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Holy moly, check out this puppy. Gi-
ant cray fish as well, monsters. The 
first monster had small feelers, obvi-
ously experienced in escaping divers. 
(He needs to grow another one now) 
I saw a couple of other monsters, got 
one reasonable size cray.  
 
MY FOURTH MISTAKE: 
 Not watching my time. I was keeping 
an eye on my air, aware of how fast it 
goes at that depth. Even though itôs 
on the same gauge I wasnôt watching 
my time (it was only the start of the 
dive) I was on the bottom for, I guess 
10 to 15 mins. 
       ½ a tank of air, all good, I'll have 
time for a nice leisurely swim up the 
rock & a bit of a decompression stop 
on the top of the rock, sweet. Up & 
up, looking & clicking, beautiful. What 
a nice dive. Yea this is me. 
       When I got to the top of the rock I 
had next to no air left, nothing for a 
deco stop.  

(Good dive nothing wasted). Didnôt 
think twice. (Not that I had any other 

options)  Got  out  on  to  the  boat. 
ñWOW what a rock bla, bla, bla. 
ñ (Over all dive time 32 mins.) 
       About 5 minutes later my shoul-
der  started  to  ache,  must  have 
tweaked my neck or something. 
About 10 mins after I surfaced, the 
other divers returned, the ache was a 
bit worse & now in my elbow as well. 
Still, no biggie. By the time they were 
out & settled the pain was in my wrist 
as well & getting quite intense. Itôs 
about now I figger I know whatôs hap-
pening. 
 
MY FIFTH MISTAKE: 
We left the rock for Taipa, we had 
seen the St Johns crew at the fishing 
comp. when we launched the boat. 
Very handy we thought, but they had 
gone already. Got home & called the 
Naval Hospital, (donôt wait to call for 
help, could have had an ambulance 
waiting at the boat ramp). ñYUP heôs 
bent, get him straight to Kaitia Hospi-
tal & they will chopper him to Devon-
port.ò Which they did. 
(Iôd like to tell about my stay at the 
Naval hospital, but thatôs another 
story & Iôm running out of room) 
        At 1 am Sunday morning; I had 
to stay awake in the Hypobaric cham-
ber for 6 hours. 
I  slept  on  &  off  Sunday.  Monday 
morning.  One  more  dive 
(recompression) of 1.5 hrs. Medical 
check & I was on my way. Still quite 
saw from internal bruising. No diving, 
flying  or  mountain  climbing  for  1 
month. 
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          I was a lucky son of a wonder-
ful mother.  A sore arm for a week. I 
know a guy who has no feeling in his 
legs for ever. Plenty of people have 
been crippled, or got brain damage 
through  the  bends.  All  depends 
where  the  bubbles  decide  to  get 
stuck. 
 
         So I thank Mother Nature for 
just giving me a stern WARNING  
 
         And to all you plebs who have a 
million redundant spares hanging off 
your BCôs & take all day to get kitted 
up, doing your checks & rechecks. 
Wasting precious air on decompres-
sion & safety stops,  KEEP IT UP.  
Better safe than sorry 
 
         All the emergency service staff 
doctors etc were wonderful & profes-
sional. 
 
Especially the staff at the naval hospi-
tal were awesome.  
SPECIAL THANKS to all involved in 
my recovery. 
 
And a MASSIVE APOLOGY to every 
body I concerned on that weekend. 
To any body wondering about  the 
numbering of my mistakes; 
 
MY THIRD MISTAKE: 
Please note the number of times I 
mentioned my dive buddy. 
 
I wonôt give you a list of rules, you 
know them  

PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE GUYS & 
GUYESSES,  
 
BE CAREFUL OUT THERE.  
 
Itôs too easy for something to go "not 
quite right". 
 
 

Fellow bubble blower 

Carl Bartlett 
PS. oxygen is a good thing to have 
on a dive boat 
 

 
Available through the DAN Web Site. 

http://www.diversalertnetwork.org. 
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0800 4 DES 111 (Donôt Forget It) 

What Happens Once The Signs and 
Symptoms Appear. 
 
Having finally figured out that this unusual 
not normal post dive feeling you have 
could be decompression illness; I had 
better check it out with my mates is quite 
common occurrence. 
 
(Sh*t!) Gee wiz I donôt know my dive 
course was years ago 
I feel OK and I have done pretty much the 
same dive as you, canôt be DCI can it? 
 
ñWhy donôt we ring the Diving 
Emergency Services (DES)number 
and find out, I hear they have peo-
ple trained in Diving Medicine on 
call 24/7 and it is free all we have 
to do is dial 0800 4 337111ò.  
 
Good Call 
 
You will be put in touch with a doctor 
trained in diving medicine who deals with 
and treats patients with DCI on a regular 
basis. He or she will take down the de-
tails of your dive and current signs and 
symptoms. From this information an in-
terim diagnosis can be determined as to 
whether you need to be medivaced by 
chopper or ambulance to the nearest 
hospital or hyperbaric unit. 
 
In some cases you will be sent to a hospi-
tal for further assessment before being 
brought to the hyperbaric unit for treat-
ment. In more extreme cases you will 
brought directly to the Hyperbaric Unit. 
Upon arrival you will be assessed by the 
doctor who will be in charge of the treat-
ment; a thorough neurological examina-
tion will be conducted and often an IV line 
will be inserted to aid your recovery. 

Once the doctor has identified what spe-
cific symptoms are cause for concern you 
will be given a change of clothing and 
briefed on what to expect in the chamber. 
While all this is going on the other on call 
staff; 1 technician, 2 nurses /paramedics 
are prepping the chamber for treatment. 
 
All going to plan if you have mild symp-
toms (joint pain, rash  or itchiness) you 
will be treated on a 4 hour 45 minute ta-
ble breathing 100% oxygen starting off at 
18metres and gradually ascending to the 
surface. If your symptoms are more se-
vere (numbness, tingling, visual distor-
tion, speech problems, paralysis or mem-
ory loss óthere are moreò) the likelihood of 
a deeper and longer treatment is quite on 
the cards. This typically starts off at 30 
metres breathing 50% helium and 50% 
oxygen followed by a gas switch at 18 
metres back to 100% oxygen and ascent 
to the surface. 
 
Donôt worry you wonôt be in the chamber 
by yourself a friendly nurse / paramedic 
will come along for the ride to keep you 
company.   
 
You can increase and enhance your 
chances of a full and speedy recovery 
from DCI by administering 100% oxygen 
on the surface as soon as DCI is sus-
pected. 
 
Proper training in the provision of oxygen 
is available by the staff at the hyperbaric 
unit. 
 
B a s i l  ( S p u d )  M u r p h y  
Navy Hospital Hyperbaric Unit  
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THE 2010               CLUB TRIP 
MARCH 20 ð 21 2010 

 

We have organised accommodation, diving and a WUDC party on the Saturday 
night! 

All we need is ééYOU! 
Non-divers are welcome so think about bringing the whole fam damily! 
You will need to book and pay a deposit at Dive HQ West as soon as possible to en-
sure you donôt miss out on this trip. 
 
here are a variety of accommodation options available and if you have your own 
boat, you can bring that along with your crew ï just let us know. 
The first 22 divers will be on Cowshedôs boats, anyone after that will back fill WUDC 
members boats if there is space and accommodation will be at the nearby Farmstay 
Backpackers.. 
 
We have accommodation slots for 35 people (twin share, dorms and camping) at 
The Cowshed and another 20-30 at The Farm just down the road. 
We have other accommodation options as well so it is very important to get your 
name down on the list NOW so we can make sure everyone is accommodated, fed, 
watered and importantly, dived! 
 
Finally there will be a WUDC function on the evening of Saturday 20 March, catered 
by The Cowshed with members helping out. 

Looking forward 

to you feedinô 

me some of those 

pesky Kina! 
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THE 2010               CLUB TRIP 

BOOK AT WUDC CLUB ROOMS ASAP!  
Advise package(s) qty of people and pay required deposit to bar staff or committee 

member at time of booking. 

 

COWSHED IS FIRST IN, FIRST SERVED FOR ACCOMODATION, FILLS AND 

BOATS! 

BUT - HAVE NO FEAR!  

WE HAVE A PLAN SO CUNNING YOU CAN PUT A TAIL ON IT AND CALL IT 

HELEN CLARKE!  

By arrangement with the Cowshed, when the COWSHED is FULL we will move you 

automatically to alternative accommodation and boats! 

 

If you want to take your own boat and have crew and/or spaces for more, please put 

your name, number of crew and available spaces (if any) on the SEPARATE list at 

WUDC BAR. 

REMEMBER IF YOU DONòT PAY YOUR DEPOSIT YOU RUN THE RISK OF 

DROPPING OFF THE LIST AS IT FILLS UP!  

 

Email Questions / requests to dsherry@osiris.co.nz or da_spookASAP! 

(Put ñCOWSHED TRIPò in subject line so it doesnôt go in my spam) 

 

FIRST COME, FIRST SERVED!  
LETòS MAKE THIS THE BIGGEST CLUB TRIP WEòVE EVER SEEN! 

Photo Opportunity on Canterbury!  

WUDC PARTY! 
From 5:30PM Saturday 20

th
 March 2010  

$20.00 per adult (under 16 free) 
BYOP (Bring Your Own Poison) 

AT THE COWSHED! 

mailto:dsherry@osiris.co.nz
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Cast your mind back when this Seawif 
ran aground on Fairway Reef in Doubt-
less Bay. 
 
I have been chasing this wreck ever 
since it got washed off the reef in a 
south east storm. 
 
The locals, probably due the contro-
versy over the grounding and surround-
ing circumstances, are not exactly forth-
coming with information regarding itôs 

location. 
 
After many trips and almost countless dives in small search patterns we have 
started to locate large chunks of the wreck.  Most of the pieces lay in shallow 
water on the west side of the reef, approx 10m to 16m. 
 
Mother nature yet again high-
lights how serious she can 
be.  This section of the gun-
wale and aft deck has simply 
been torn from the vessel 
and folded in half.   
 
From here we swam in a 
south west direction to about 
19m but unfortunately no 
more was found on this dive. 
 
Returning the following day 
we shifted our attention a lit-
tle further south. And headed out yet again. 
 
Whilst Swimming along, looking at my compass to make sure I has heading in 
the right direction I noticed this thing rising between my legs. (Keep it seemly 
please).  A grey tail with a rather large barb attached and extending.  Right be-
low me, within arms reach was a 2m stingray who apparently was not im-
pressed with my proximity.  Backing away to give him some room the barb re-
turned to tail and tail to the deck. 

THE LUST FOR RUST 
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Having stopped for a few pics I 
moved on only to discover more 
wreckage. YEAH, we are heading 
the right direction. 
 
I am still amazed with the brut 
strength of to seas, we need to give 
them the utmost respect. 
 
Yes we have fond a number of 
other parts, a couple of which har-
vested our dinner for one evening. 

She and her sister were extremely nice. 
 
Although we have yet to find the bulk of 
the wreck we are still looking and intend 
to take club members up with us in the 
future. 
 
All and all this was a great trip.  The fish 
life on the reef is not that great but there 
are still some amazing photographic op-
portunities including nudibranchs, mao 

mao and snapper. 
 
Enjoy your diving, play 
safe and we will all dive 
another day. 
 

Spook. 
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The Underwater Photography Special Interest Group (SIG) 

 
The Underwater Photography SIG welcomes anyone from absolute be-
ginner to expert to meet on the third Wednesday of each month, you 
donôt even need to own a camera. 
 
If you would like to take better pictures when you are diving or just enjoy 
looking at underwater photographs or video then come along to our in-
formal get-together, we start at 8.00. At each SIG meeting we share our 
images or videos from local trips or tropical destinations. Each month we 
will also focus on improving some of the techniques or technical knowl-
edge that will help improve the way we take underwater photos. 
 
 
http://picasa.google.com/ 
 
 
Picasa is Googleôs free photo editing software which is versatile and 
easy to use. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Presentations for 2010 will include. 

Award winning photos from around the world 
How to set up and use an underwater camera 
Doôs and donôts of underwater photography 
Composing the perfect picture 
Lighting underwater ï Ambient vs Flash Photography 
Exposure, White balance & ISO 
Underwater Video photography 
How to create a slide show 
How to correct and improve your pictures on a computer 
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Milestones 

OPENWATER 
Cameron Rowlands  Danny Senekal Roeland De Koning 
Jonathan Hutchison  Kevin Ross  Ann-Marie Powell 
Darrell Mewburn  John Waitapu 
 
DIVEMASTERS 
Glen Abbot 
 
PADI OPENWATER INSTRUCTORS 
Mathew Quintal  Daniel Hawks 
 
PADI ASSISTANT OPENWATER INSTRUCTORS 
Jamie Spurr   Scott Christensen  
 

 

Sincere congratulations to all! Well Done! 
 


