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Dive HQ, West Auckland Dive Sites Quiz

http://www.divehqwest.co.nz

The first correct entry drawn at the Club meeting on Wednesday 4th March wins
a $50 Gift Voucher courtesy of Dive HQ West Auckland.

1. What is the name of the wreck off Windy Hill, north of Rosalie Bay at Gt
Barrier?

2. What is the name of the dive site on the southern tip of Archway Island at the
Poor Knights?

3. What is the name of the deep-water reef, which provides stunning diving
in the right conditions, north of Motiti Island?

4, Where is Diadema Rock?

5. What is the name of the reef south east of Ruamahuaiti Island at the Alder-
man Islands?

Email answers to: paul@divehqwest.co.nz
OR

POST INTO BOX ON CLUB NIGHT BEFORE 7:30PM

Welcome- New Members
Oscar Chand, Martin Hitch, Brook Dixon, Shayna Irving, Daniel Rae,
Antony Basturkmin, Stanley Yeatman, Mark Stoneman

Renewing Members
John, Pauline & Olliver Scott, Don Mackinvefindrew Ferguson

Cray Competition
First weigh in for 2009 from Tony Hawke with a 4.95Ib (2.25 kg) red
caught at Gt Barrier"8January 2009. Witnessed by Steve Dunne.
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Last monthodés club night was quite we
the club prize giving! There were some very worthy recipients (see the full list
of trophy winners later in the magazine) but two that deserve special mention ar
Gary Wihongi (Biggest Cray) and Damos Albert (Most Interesting Artifact). On
the night, both related the circumstances surrounding the gathering of their re
spective winning entries (a 4.3kg p:
and all | can say is that the stories further underlined what truly deserving win-
ners they are!

As our speaker for the night pulled out at the last minute, Paul Oxton agreed t
spend 20 minutes giving an overview of the latest dive equipment to come intc
the dive shop. This included an innovative Mares sémiwetsuit and a com-
pact but very bright LED torch. This segment was very well received and is
something that Paul will do on a regular basis from now on.

With the great weather we have been enjoying, there have been a number of we
attended club trips recently. The club scollie dive at Jones Bay attracted 18 di
vers and apparently there were so many scallops brought back that a number h
to be given away! Another club scollie trip is planned for the end of March, just
before the season closes, so watch out for the details and come along for a fu
day and a feed of scallops.

The Cowshed weekend trip was a sell out and again, the reports were that tt
diving was excellent with both wreck divers and cray hunters fully catered for.
This was Sandra Bogunés farewell tr
tures in Tonga.

There was also another full trip to the Poor Knights and even Paul Oxton man
aged to attend this one, and &6bl ew
Many people, including Paul, had cameras so it will be interesting to see how th
photos turn out. A full write up of this trip, including a few photos, appears later
in the mag.

Speaking of photos, if you have even the slightest interest in underwater photog
raphy you must attend the workshops being held by John Scott. John is a vel
entertaining and informative presenter and the next workshop is to be held ol
Wednesday 11 March. Put it in your calendar!

Happy diving.
Lee Findlay
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==UNDERIIJATER CLUR

Every Wednesday & 7:00 pm Western Underwater
Friday Dive Club
Tuesday 3rd March 7:30 pm BSAC Lecture Night
Wednesday 4th March 7:00 pm Monthly Club Meeting
and Presentation
Thursday 5th March 7:00 pm Manukau Sports
Fishing Club
Thursday 12th March 7:30 pm Committee Meeting
Wednesday 18th March 7:00 pm Photography SIG
Thursday 19th March 7:00 pm BSAC

The club rooms are available for hire by members and others for private functions.
Reasonable hireage charges apply. Please see a committee member to book.
The club is also available to clubs and other organisations for their meetings. .

Shop Specials
Second Hand Aluminium Tanksfrom $195 . OOI

Ex Training Gear
14 Monthés ol d

Balanced Mares Regulator

Mares Octi Regulator
Analogue Depth / Pressure Gauge

Mares Vector Origin BCD $800 a Set!

New Wetsuit Specials

Mends and Ladyos wet$l75!; to clear
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2008 Dive Club Trophies

Biggest Cray of the Year Gary Wihongi
Gary Bosson Memorial Best Divemaster Damos Albert
Most Supportive New Club Member Jason Bartlett

Most Valuable Club Member Bishop Family

Most Active New Diver Male Jeremy Burrows

Most Active New Diver Female Regan Kerr

Most Improved Diver Andrew
Fergusson

Most Interesting Artifact Damos Albert

Club Diver of the Year Sandra Bogun

Photographic Trophies
Sub Aqua Cup Katy Tapling
Best Diving Related Photo

Phil Bendle Trophy Lee Findlay
Best Underwater Photo

Mike Batterton Trophy Lee Findlay
- Best Overall Portfolio

PADI Open Water Instructor

Kane Subritzky, Logan Thomas

PADI Open Water Diver
Heidi Roberts, Brook Dixon, Gavin Hughes, Ryan Hughes
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For the Hunter who has

The underwater rifle will be of utmost usefulness to the frustrated spear fisherman or
cray hunter (like Paul Collinson for e
out of their holes and if the wonderfully complicated contraption you have built to
catch them just doe
work, well you can just shoot the

blighters.

ltds perfect, for e
i t 6 s0 yowdimply shoot the

rocks until the hole is gone leaving

the cray fish exposed.

Then, turning to fully automatic
instant crayfish mornay.

I f youdre a spear fisher man, nNo more sI
shoot them from | ong range. Of cour se,
to sea by marlin and such | ike but to
a loss.

Of course, the most useful feature of
divereat i ng scallops (like the ones at Jo

fire, the diver carrying one of these will never need to worry about those pesky scal-
lops sneaking up on him or her again.

Structured Price Schedule- Open water Course priced from as little as

$199.00!

Weekend Course starts Friday 18 February
Evening Class Starts Monday 18 February
Day Class Starts 8 March

Enjoy a weekendds diving with Northlan
the Canterbury, 2 nights accommodation, meals and air fills and return home a
qualified Padi Advanced Open Water diver.
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Destinations available every Weekend include the Poor Knights, Twin Wrecks, Bay

Dive Trips

of Islands and other destinations available on alternating basis include Little Bar-

rier, Hen & Chicks, Gt Barrier, Mokohinaus, Goat Island and Tawharanui.

Western Underwater Dive Club Trips.

Weekend 28'White Island (Trip Full)
Feb / I departing from
March \Whakatane
Weekend  White Island (2 places left)  $505 Incl
215t/ 22" [departing from Food
March \Whakatane
Sat 4" April [Pinnacles / Yukon Char- (12 divers) $125
Sugar Loaf ters departing
from Tutu-
kaka
Sat 18" April Wreck of the  |Apollo depart-|(10 divers) $160
\Wiltshire 7 Gt ing from
Barrier Leigh
Sat May 9" |Astrolabe Reef /|departing (Advanced) $90 T.B.C.
Penguin Shoals ffrom Tau-
ranga
Sun May 10" Wreck of the departing $90 T.B.C.
Taioma / Motiti from Tau-
Island ranga

Bookings can be taken for singles or groups. (Minimum numbers apply). You

canbook any of these trips through Dive HQ West Aucklandi(8277008)

or paul@divehqwest.co.nz or call in and see us at 5 Portage Rd, New Lynn.
The trip is the same price regardless of booking through us or by booking

direct

Call Dive HQ West to book now!
Phone : 8277008
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Photography SIG!

Wednesday the 18 ™ of March at 8.00pm. Underwa-

ter photographic techniques - Macro photography
& wide - angle.

Come along to this informal workshop and learn
about how to take great close up and wide angle
pictures. Understand the pitfalls and benefits
from choosing to shoot with macro or wide angle
lenses and accessories.
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Photo Competition

Here are some of the winning entries to the photography competition. Author un-
known except where annotated
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T AL E S FROM T ON G A

| just wanted to report that all is well in Tonga (not Rarotonga as
reported in the last mag) and the weather is really quite

nice. Warm and
sunny days with a
gentle sea breeze, oc-
casional showers to
clear the air then
more  brilliant  sun-
shine.

The diving is spec-
tacular, OK there are
not any Whales at this
time of the year but
the sea is a mirror
and Viz 30m plus on
most dives. The fish
life is even more prolific than the winter diving with huge schools of

fusiliers and schnapper and barracuda seen to date.

I have also have a couple of good shark sightings, fair enough they
are young reef sharks, largest was about 2m in length, but they a
sight to see all the same.

On our dive yesterday we also had some medium sized Albacore

Tuna cruising around just below us. Water temperature is 29 - 30
so the 2.5m wetsuit is in fact a little hot, struggling into it before

the dive is a sight to see - for those who witnessed my efforts get-

ting into the rib | can confess this is funnier!

Things are going well at Matafonua Lodge (www.matafonua.com)

and we can do you deal for the next two months - stay six nights
and only pay for five, the Dive shop is also doing deals on 8 dive
packages at the moment (www.tonga -dive.com) - so check out

those ultra cheap flights with Air NZ and get yourselves to Tonga.

Happy Diving,
Sandra
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A Whinging Pom on Danger Rock!

On the weekend of 21st and 22nd Feb, | decided to sneak up to The Cowshed
for a couple of days diving, being as the weather was so bad.

Of course, everyone knows | love diving in the worst condiotiee colder

it is, the poorer the visibility and the rougher the sea, the more | like it. Of
course, it was all of those things and
much wiser divers than myself (like
Mike Macauley for example), de-
cided on a safer course and pulled
the pin.

Mike was not alone, people kept
away in their droves and it turned

out only Janet and myself were mad
enough to head up there. Despite
me wanting to sleep in on Saturday
morning, Shane, Darryl and Tara
decided they would make Saturday

a personal day so they made Janet
and | tag along so the boat was really, really crowded. Of course, we headed
out to Danger Rogka gai n. Oh god, I real ly
guts and there is never anything worth looking at but what can you do when
the dive operator handcuffs you to tha
boat? A

Crappy Viz, eh?

buddy pairs of Tara and Janet ¢4
Shane and myself, Shane andgs
headed of f -df courge @8
was hand cuffed to him.. Havi
fought through large schools
Kawahai and Kingfish (god, how
hate those fish they just poo any#
where they like!) headed straight for
the bottom at 45M. Of course, | was
hating every minute of it, what with
the crappy Viz and fighting off cray fish and other bloody fish (they are such
pests, damn their eyes!) we cruised around accruing deco time.

Even the bloody beer was flat!
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| was bored out of my tree of course, so stopped at the bar and had a quick
beer, which tasted a bit funny. Then it was a slow climb up the rocks to our
deco stops. Jeez, I just hate dec
cept fish and more fish and nudibr
creatures? Which reminds me, | need to finish my nudibranch cook book),
soft corals, fans and various pel ag
kill that last fish and we
can have the sea to our-
selves? .
Of course, the sea was
especially wet that day so
I was soaked right
through in no time and
my wet suit wi
perior fAleft Db
buttock pumpin
was pushing nice cold
wet water through mak-
ing sure my nether re-
gions stayed nice and
cold. Works better than
Bromide | can tell you. Anyway, after a boring 45 min-
utes we ended up back on the boat and off to lunch at Bland Bay.
Of course, during lunch the sun was way too hot, and the butter melted so the
sandwiches were soggy, the cheese was too cheesy and the ham was to
much like pork for my taste.

After lunch, we headed back

tod you guessed it- Danger

rock for another dive. Of

course, Shane and Darryl had to

force me back onto the boat

Janet, Tara, Shane and myself

buddied up for a dive through

AThe Guto with ités awful SwWim
throughs. Shane was busy with

his camera and Janet, Tara and |

ended up circumnavigating one
of the rocks just off Danger that
barely reaches the surface at
high tide. Because the damn things

Therebds just nothing t«
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