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The Bottom Times June 2010  

CHECK THIS OUT. 
 

The new club Polo Shirts 
with the stunning new 
club logo are now avail-
able. 
 
Only $ 35.00 
 
Ask at the bar. 
 
Hats etc will become 
available soon. 
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Committee 
President Cameron Smirk Mobile:  021 359 121 
Treasurer Deanne Oxton Business:  09 827 7008 
Secretary (Acting) Deanne Oxton Business: 09 827 7008 
Junior SIG Andrew Ferguson Mobile:  0272 802 019 
Photography SIG John Scott  Private:  09 817 8640 
Research Team Mike Percy Mobile:  021 661 832 
Dive Coordinator  Jason Bartlett Mobile: 0272 976 551 
Events Jason Bartlett Mobile:  0272 976 551 
Website Kit Bishop Private:  09 838 9605 
Magazine Editor Jason Bartlett Mobile:  0272 976 551 

 
 

Foreign Correspondents 
 

Brazil: Paulo Machado Paulo@machadoboatdesign.com 
Australia: Sandra Bogun double0trouble@hotmail.com 
Thailand: Mark Anderson whoisbiga@gmail.com 
Fiji Damos Albert dmnsurfer@gmail.com 

Western Underwater Contacts 
Western Underwater Dive Club Inc. 

5 Portage Road,  New Lynn, Auckland 
Tel: 827-7683 

Club Hours of Operation: 
The club is open every Wednesday and Friday from 7:30pm. 

Advertising Rates: 
Quarter page:  $20.00 / issue 
Half page: $35.00 / issue 
Full page:  $65.00 / issue 

The deadline for contributions, advertising and Letters to the Editor is 10th of 
the month of publishing. The magazine is published on the 17th of the Month 

prior to the month to which it applies.  

Any opinions expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily the opinion of the editor or 
WUDC committee. Anonymous letters to the Editor will not be published. 

For advertising, Letters to the Editor or other enquiries 
Contact the Editor, Jason Bartlett 

0272 976 551 or spook_da_chef@xtra.co.nz. 

Clubrooms  Hireage: 
The club is available for  hire for private functions. Please contact Deanne on 
ph: 827 7008 for function enquiries. 
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The Bottom Line - keeping your diving Passion alive. 
With the year rushing past, the Annual 
General Meeting is upon us.  
 
We look back at a year of good results 
and I would to thank the outgoing com-
mittee for their efforts towards keeping 
the club running smoothly especially as 
our committee numbers dwindled.   
 
Itôs great to see the number of nomina-
tions for the new committee and we can 
look forward to year realising the potential 
of the club.  With Club affairs running 
smoothly we can concentrate of improv-
ing Diving related events and focus on 
increasing our Membership. Roger, as 
Club Captain is already leading the 
charge on introducing new potential 
members and has ideas for future Dive 
trips.  
 
Itôs great to see both new and old mem-
bers enjoying the facility be it for Darts, 
Pool or some liquid refreshment. 
 
The Boat Show was quieter than previous 
years but the Club and Research Team 
were well represented.  
 
We got great comments about the stand 
and the magazine. It was great to sell our 
photo canvas sponsored by Janis at New 
Lynn Photos.  Although we did not signup 
many new members, this is not too differ-
ent from last year where members typi-
cally signed up after they had done their 
Dive course.  
 
Thanks to all those who helped to setup 
the stand and volunteered their time for 
the weekend.  
 
The New Club Tee-Shirt was unveiled at 
the Boat Show with the modern simplistic 

design is looking great. They will be for 
sale as soon as we get our costings 
sorted.  
 
Spook and helpers presented another 
outstanding Club function with the French 
Seafood night this month that was well 
attended and everyone still seemed to 
have their appetite when it was served at 
a fashionable hour. Thanks to everyone 
who helped and look forward to the mid 
winter Christmas.  
 
Also on the food front, the Bar Menu is 
about to be reintroduced so we will all be 
to get pizza and nachos and the like, 
along with your usual tipple. Welcome to 
Mark and Benny as new Bar Managers 
and thank you for those people that have 
contributed their Wednesdays and Fri-
days doing Bar Duty. 
 
Although we have a number of events 

planned over the winter, be it Dive Trips, 

a Quiz night, Mid-winter Xmas, Darts and 

Pool competitions, if you have any other 

ideas please express thoughts to the 

committee as all ideas are welcome. 

 
Happy Diving 
 

Cameron Smirk 

 

President 
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Club Calendar 

 
Wed, Jun 2nd  AGM 
 
The Western Underwater Dive Club will hold its next Annual General Meeting 
from 8pm on Wednesday 2nd June 2010 at the clubrooms, 5 Portage Road, 
New Lynn. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Sat, Jun 12th  CLUB DIVER DAY, Mathesons Bay 
 
Wed, Jun 16th  Photo SIG with John Scott. 
 
Wed, Jul 7th  CLUB NIGHT 
 
Sat, Jul 10th  CLUB DIVER DAY, Goat Island Marine Reserve 
 
Wed, Jul 21st  Photo SIG with John Scott. 
 
Wed, Aug 4th  CLUB NIGHT. 
 
Wed, Aug 14th  CLUB DIVER DAY, Mathesons Bay. 
 
Wed, Aug 18th  Photo SIG with John Scott. 
 
 
 
 
 

NEW MEMBERS: 
Les Duffield   Judy Duffield   Jade Duffield 
Elodie Castillo 
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IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT 

Committee Nominations: 
 
PRESIDENT:  Cameron Smirk 
 Nominated by Deanne Oxton  Seconded by Jason Bartlett 

VISE PRESIDENT: Deanne Oxton 
 Nominated By Michelle Bishop  Seconded by Jo Selby 

TREASURER: Deanne Oxton  
 Nominated By Cameron Smirk  Seconded by Jason Bartlett 

SECRETARY:    Mark Robinson 
 Nominated By Cameron Smirk  Seconded by Deanne Oxton 

EDITOR:  Jason Bartlett 
 Nominated by Cameron Smirk  Seconded by Deanne Oxton 

HOSPITALITY: Jason Bartlett 
 Nominated by Cameron Smirk  Seconded by Deanne Oxton 

PHOTOGRAPHY: John Scott 
 Nominated by Cameron Smirk  Seconded by Deanne Oxton 

WEBSITE:  Kit Bishop 
 Nominated by Cameron Smirk  Seconded by Deanne Oxton 
APPOINTMENTS: 
 Mike Percy (Research) Appointed 
 Roger Crimmins (Club Captain) Appointed 
 NOTE: The new constitution change requiring Club Captain to be nominated 
 needs to be lodged with the Incorporated Societies Office before constitutional, 
 so Roger Crimmins continues with his appointment by the committee. 

Notice of Annual General Meeting 
 
The Western Underwater Dive Club will hold its next Annual General Meeting 
from 8pm on Wednesday 2nd June 2010 at the clubrooms, 5 Portage Road, 
New Lynn. 
 
In accordance with the requirements of the constitution, submissions for 
changes to the constitution need to be received by the Secretary no later than 
2nd April 2010. 
 
The Secretary will accept nominations for officers and committee no later than 
14 days before the AGM. 
 
Any one proposing changes to the constitution or nominations for officers or 
committee can leave them with the shop or hand them to the secretary or any 
committee member at a club night. 
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Diver Training 
PADI  OPENWATER  DIVE  COURSE 
 
 
EVENING CLASS 410 Starts Tuesday 1st June     6.30pm  OW1 19th June 

Cost $399.00  Tuesday and Thursday evenings  OW2 3rd July 

 

DAY CLASS  Starts Monday 5th July 9am  OW1 7th July 

$325.00   Course runs over 4 consecutive days OW2 8th July 

 

Prices vary from as low as $199.00 if you buy your equipment prior to training.   Our 
standard price is $399.00 although we do run private one on one courses on request.   
School holiday courses set for the first week in every term run at $325.00. 
 
 
PADI ADVANCED OPENWATER COURSE (June 26th and 27th) 
Run over one weekend at Northland  Dive.  Includes all training, manuals, international certifi-

cation, accommodation, meals and boat dives, including the Wreck of the Canterbury. 

$550(own gear) or $650 with hire equipment included. 

Career Diver Training 

Looking for a career change????  Courses available: 

¶ National Certificate in Diving Foundation. 
¶ National Certificate in Diving Leadership. 
¶ Diploma in Professional Scuba Instruction ï graduating as an Ad-

vanced Scuba Dive Instructor with 5 specialty ratings. 
¶ National Certificate in Retail. 
¶ National Certificate in Adult Education and Training. 
¶ Certificate In Medic First Aid Instruction. 

ENROLLING NOW FOR MID YEAR START             email deanne@divehqwest.co.nz 

Next Diploma intake commencing 28th June.  
Student Loans apply for these courses.  

*Dive HQ West Auckland is an approved delivery site of The Academy 
of Diving. 

mailto:deanne@divehqwest.co.nz
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www.westernunderwater.org.nz 
The website should be a centre for members to keep up to date with diving ac-
tivitiesðkeeping your diving passion 
alive! 
 
Every WUDC member can provide con-
tent, photos, trip reports etc.  Simply 
email Kit the website manager and 
send the content to him. 
 
Please visit and contribute forums, arti-
cles, reports, photos etc.  Communicate 
and organise trips. 
 
NEW regular blog: Delicious monthly sea food recipes by JasonðSpook da 
Chef!  

 
Make this website your success! 

We would like to 
extend a BIG thank 
you to everyone 
who pitched in an 
made the 2010 
Boat Show a suc-
cess.  The interest 
generated from the 
stand will help the 
clubs growth and 
success.  Check 
out these photos 
from this years ef-
fort. 
Thank you every 
one.  Your hard 
work is very 
much appreci-
ated. 

Dive Club Online 

We Did The 2010 Hutchwilco Boat Show. 
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SUPPORTING THE PEOPLE WHO GET US WET 
 
Destinations available every Weekend include the Poor Knights, Twin Wrecks, 
Bay of Islands and other destinations available on alternating basis include Lit-
tle Barrier, Hen & Chicks, Gt Barrier, Mokohinaus, Goat Island and Tawha-
ranui. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Bookings can be taken for singles or groups. 
(Minimum numbers apply).  

You can book any of these trips through Dive HQ West Auckland 
(09)  8277008) or paul@divehqwest.co.nz 

or call in and see us at  
5 Portage Rd, New Lynn.  

The trip is the same price regardless of booking through us or by 
booking direct. 

Call Dive HQ West to book now! 

Dive Charters 

mailto:paul@divehqwest.co.nz
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Western Underwater Research Team 
 Pacific Ocean Cleanup. 
 
The Research Team is no stranger to 
marine debris. For over fifteen years 
WURT has actively taken part in 
many community cleanups, aware-
ness campaigns, and media releases, 
working with such agencies as 
óProject AWAREô, óKeep Waitakere 
Beautiful Trustô and óThe Waitemata 
Harbour Cleanup Trustô. The whole 
objective of our óPacific Ocean 
Cleanupô (POC) campaign is to help 
right the marine environment as to 
what it should be. The rate of degra-
dation to the marine environment in 
some parts of the world has now 
reached an unacceptable level. Some 
say itôs impossible to ever reverse 
and has some sceptics now saying 
enough is enough. How we let this 
happen is incredible. Day by day, 
week by week we spew every con-
ceivable toxic matter known to man 
into our marine environment. I had an 
email recently from the POC network 
with news of an ever increasing rub-
bish patch forming in the Atlantic 
Ocean. Promoting these concerns, a 
funding application is currently being 
reviewed for a reprint of our POC 
awareness poster. At the recent 
Hutchwilco New Zealand Boat Show 
2010, I debated with one of the Sea 
Shepard Team that more whales 
were probably dieing annually be-
cause of marine debris than the total 
taken by the Japanese whaling fleet. 
 
 

 
 
British Petroleum (BP) once said óitôs 
perfectly safe to ocean drill with to-
dayôs technology we can do anything 
safelyô. They even had US President 
Barack Obama convinced - remem-
ber my last review about the RMS 
Titanic and making idiot claims about 
technology. BP is now playing a dif-
ferent tune of quotations over the Gulf 
of Mexico spill - what a mess. The 
largest oil spill in American waters 
previously had been the 1989 wreck 
of the Exxon Valdez, which dumped 
about 250,000 barrels into Prince Wil-
liams Bay in Alaska. Remember 
Kevin Costnerôs Hollywood financial 
gaff óWaterworldô 1995? What ever 
you might say about his films, he has 
become an absolute saint by helping 
out with the Gulf oil spill. After invest-
ing 15 years and US$24 million of his 
own money in new oil-separation 
technology, Costner hopes to help 
clean the oil from the waters of the 
Gulf of Mexico at a faster and more 
successful rate than ever before. 
Moved by the catastrophic Exxon Val-
dez spill, the Oscar winner and ardent 
fisherman bought new centrifugal oil 
separators from the government in 
1995. BP confirmed that it planned to 
use Costner's machines in the 
cleanup effort, with spokesman Mark 
Salt telling AOL News that ówe've 
agreed to test themô.  
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Western Underwater Research Team  
This type of celebrity news is refresh-
ing and positive, more so than news 
of celebrity Kiwi financers screwing 
the Kiwi public for millions - Blue Chip 
boss Mark Bryers could spend some 
of his 75 community hours helping 
out with cleanups on Pollen Island. 
My heart is with the affected wildlife in 
the Gulf of Mexico. No one can visu-
alise the immense effect the oil spill 
will have on the Gulfôs marine eco 
system. 
 
Turning our backs on environmental 
problems is not going to help. We all 
have a reasonability to help restore 
damaged environments. Public apa-

thy to recycling frustrates me. New 
Zealanderôs could do a lot more, but 
some are just too darn lazy to com-
mit. The same applies to some Cor-
porate Environmental Policy spins 
which start off by saying óWe are 
committedé blah, blah, blah. Policy 
statements of this type must include a 
commitment to release measurable 
outcome reports.  
 
Mike Percy 
 
Western Underwater Research Team 
AGM meeting Wednesday June 9th 
8.00pm at the Dive Clubrooms. 

A Kevin Costner oil separator  
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Club Diver Day - Saturday 12th June 
NEW DIVERS SEE OUR  
MEMBERS IN ACTION ATé 

 
MATHESON BAY 

Meet in the car park at 9:30am for a 
day of diving at this great location.  
 
Register you interest on the Club 
Diver Day ñDiver Listò in the club 
rooms. 
 
Bring the family and make a day of it, 
we will do a BBQ lunch. 
 
Those whom have cameras, donôt 
forget to bring them along, as there 
are some wonderful photographic op-
portunities to be had here. 
 
Non-divers will also enjoy snorkelling 
through the shallow waters looking at 
the amazing friendly aquatic life. 

 

Next Club Diver Day - Saturday June 10th (Mathesons Bay) 



 

12  www.westernunderwater.org.nz  

The Underwater Photography Special Interest Group (SIG) 

The Underwater Photography SIG welcomes anyone from absolute be-
ginner to expert to meet on the third Wednesday of each month, you 
donôt even need to own a camera. 
 
If you would like to take better pictures when you are diving or just enjoy 
looking at underwater photographs or video then come along to our in-
formal get-together, we start at 8.00. At each SIG meeting we share our 
images or videos from local trips or tropical destinations. Each month we 
will also focus on improving some of the techniques or technical knowl-
edge that will help improve the way we take underwater photos. 
 
 
http://picasa.google.com/ 
 
 
Picasa is Googleôs free photo editing software which is versatile and 
easy to use. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Presentations for 2010 will include. 

Award winning photos from around the world 
How to set up and use an underwater camera 
Doôs and donôts of underwater photography 
Composing the perfect picture 
Lighting underwater ï Ambient vs Flash Photography 
Exposure, White balance & ISO 
Underwater Video photography 
How to create a slide show 
How to correct and improve your pictures on a computer 
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Milestones 

OPENWATER 
Kristin Dankert  Keira Howat  Robert Cameron 
Darren Klaver  Malcolm MacRae Marian Oudraczek 
Matthew Stewart  Jordan Chapman Chloe Chapman 
Adrian Oppatt  Victor Lovrin  Tony Logan 
Colin Chapman  Kate Young  Sally Young 
Alex Bennett   Sean Hobson Sean Wilson  
Allannah Ashton-Schwab Emma Brooker Deon Roos  
   
 
ADVANCED OPENWATER 
Steven Wright  Linda May  Joanne Selby 
Steven Davis  
 
RESCUE DIVER 
Leanne Nicoll 
 
 
SPECIALTIES 
Jason Bartlett   (Night Specialty) 
 

 
Sincere congratulations to all! Well Done! 

 
Expending your diving knowledge 
only enhances an already exciting 
underwater adventure. 
 
Expand your diving experience 
today, book at Dive HQ West for 
your next specialty or take the 
next step up in your diving future. 
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Dive HQ West Tertiary Team Update - Steven Davis 
Time once again for the 
Tertiary Update, and since 
I'm new on the team 
Deanne has 
asked me to put in my ten 
cents worth and explain 

what has drawn me to the Certificate of 
Leadership with the Academy of Dive 
West Auckland. Well here goes: 
Hi my name is Steven and I'm a profes-
sional stuntman. It's been three months 
since my last stunt and you'll usually see 
me dressed in adult diapers rolling 
around in blood and 
sand or getting slammed through a table. 
By the way that's just my usual Friday 
night and has nothing to with stunt work. 
With a slump currently occurring in the 
local film industry I decided it was time to 
upgrade my resume. 
The Academy of Dive Certificate in Lead-
ership has given me the chance to study 
full time and get my Divemasterᾷs Qualifi-
cation, (the minimum requirement for 
working in the film industry), in a relatively 
short space of time. Diving is a wonderful 
new world that is opening up many new 
possibilities in my line of work. Upon 
graduating I will be able to assist location 
scouting, underwater stunt design, under-
water stunt safety, underwater perform-
ance, blah, blah blah! Who am I kidding? 
I'm really here because ñI WANT TO 
SHOOT FRIKEN HARPOONS AT 

JAMES BOND WH LE UNDERWA-
TER!!!ò  
 And truth be told, I probably will. 
But something else has dawned on me 
since starting my training, the strange 
aquatic life that swims past while diving at 
Goat Island and Poor Knights, the Manta 
and Eagle Rays that fly through the water 
appear, to a beginner like myself, as for-
eign and majestic as any life on Mars and 
I realize; this is the closest I will ever 
come to being an Astronaut! And in that 
moment of clarity I shed a single tear, 
(which none of my classmates will ever 
see because I'm underwater and I clear 
my mask regularly so nobody will notice), 
happy to float along in my own private 
cosmos knowing I've embarked on a jour-
ney, not just to expand my CV, but to a 
whole new world of wonder and excite-
ment. Or maybe I'm just letting the Narco-
sis set in! Either way I'm happy to be here 
and having a great time. It's funny how 
unemployment can work for you some-
times. 
Anyway, time to go, but if you do see me 
at Dive Hq New Lynn or at the club, come 
up and say; ñHey aren't you that guy 
from..?ò 
And I'll say; ñYes. ᾶTwo Freshmen and a 
Donkeyᾷ it was a fun shoot but at the core 
a story about love in the face of diversity!ò 
Steven A 

Daniel 
Neill 

Michael 
Meisner 

Rocky 
Mewburn 

Tashi 
Buchi 

Rachel 
Pauling 

Leanne 
NIcoll 
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Recipe Of The Month 

Ingredients: 
 
24 Large Prawns 
1 Head Garlic 
2 Whole Red Chillies 
2 Cups Olive Oil 
 
 
This is absolute simplicityé 
 
Pre-heat the oven to 200 DegC 
 
Remove the prawns heads and shell 
to the last tail segment and devein 
the cutlets. 
 
Finely chop the garlic and chillies. 

 
Place the garlic and chillies into a 
casserole dish and cover with the oil. 
 
Heat for approximately 15 minutes, 
remove from the oven and add the 
prawns,  Be careful as the oil will 
splatter. 
 
Return to the oven and cook for 7 
minutes.  Remove from the oven, stir 
gently and serve. 
 

Spook. 

Chilli & Garlic Parwns 


