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June 2009  

 
Club Meeting Wednesday 3rd June 

Guest Speaker - Dave Ray 
Topic - Rebreathers 

 
Confirmed Up coming guest speakers: 

 
July 1st  Simon Mitchell  

Aug 5th Jason Barlett - Seafood Cooking Demo 
 

The Bottom Times  

keeping your diving Passion alive  
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   Committee 
President  Lee Findlay  Mobile: 021-905-727 
Vice President  Paul Oxton  Business: 827-7008 
 
Secretary  Jo McKinnon  Mobile: 027-276-1749 
Treasurer  Cameron Smirk Mobile: 021-359121 
 
Club Captain  Willie Ritson  Mobile: 021-1700-124 
 
Junior SIG  Andrew Fergusson Mobile: 027-280-2019 
Photography SIG John Scott  Private: 817-8640 
Research Team Mike Percy  Mobile: 021-661-832 
Membership  Deanne Oxton  Business: 827-7008 
Bar Manager  Anne Shephard Private:  827-5477 
 
Website  Kit Bishop  Private: 838-9605 
Magazine Editor Cameron Smirk Mobile: 021-359121 

Contact Details 

Western Underwater  Inc. 
www.westernunderwater.org.nz 

5 Portage Road,  New Lynn, Auckland 

Tel: 827-7683 

Hours of Operation: 
The club is open every Wednesday from 7:00pm and Friday barbeque 
starts at 5:30pm. 

Advertising Rates: 
Quarter page:  $20.00 / issue 
Half page: $35.00 / issue 
Full page:  $65.00 / issue 

Deadline for contributions and adverting is 20th of the month before month of 
publishing. Late contributions cannot be guaranteed Publication  

Neither the editor or the Western Underwater are responsible for opinions ex-
pressed by contributors to the Bottom Times. 

Contact the Editor, Cameron on  
#021-359-121 for advertising enquiries 

Clubrooms  Hireage: 
The club is available for  hireage for private functions. Please contact 
Bar Manager , Anne on #827-5477 for function enquiries. 
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Well the winter has certainly arrived 
with a rush, and one of the first casu-
alties was the planned club trip to As-
trolabe Reef.  I know everyone 
booked on that trip was extremely 
disappointed but no doubt Paul will 
reschedule and try again.  Though 
with the plummeting temperatures it is 
getting harder to get excited about 
getting wet! 
 
The club night was very well attended 
last month, and Roger Graceôs pres-
entation on Diving the Whangateau 
Harbour was highly informative.  I for 
one had never heard of Whangateau 
Harbour, and who would have 
thought you would get 15m viz in a 
harbour?  The reason - itôs all thanks 
to the filtering done by the millions of 
cockles that reside in the harbour! 
 
Paulôs gear round up was fascinating 
as always ï what an awesome gear 
travel bag - and he also provided 
valuable tips for cleaning, maintaining 
and storing BCDôs.  The $50 monthly 
draw was won by Kit Bishop and the 
front cover competition by Benny Lar-
sen. 
 
John Scottôs photo workshop on the 
20th was attended by a small number 
of keen photographers.  John showed 
the group how truly simple it is to 
vastly improve your photos by using a 
free photo editing package called Pi-
casa 3 (available for download on the 
web).   

 
The software is very intuitive and 
easy to use, and you certainly canôt 
beat the price!  We were also able to 
view Johnôs 20 minute video of the 
recent White Island club trip.  This 
alone was worth the attendance!  
These workshops are equally applica-
ble to both land and u/w photography, 
so if you would like to improve your 
general photography skills please at-
tend. 
 
If you went to the Boat Show recently, 
you would have seen that both the 
dive shop and the Club had a stand.  
There was a huge amount of interest, 
and we expect to see a number of 
new memberships as a result.  Pre-
paring the stand was a huge under-
taking and special thanks must go to 
Andrew Fergusson and Deanne Ox-
ton for all their hard work.  Thanks 
also to everyone who helped man the 
stand over the 4 days of the show. 
 
Finally, note that the clubôs big social, 
A Night of Sophistication (and Jazz), 
is coming up in a couple of weeks on 
Saturday 13 June.  Tickets are avail-
able at the shop, and are only $5 per 
person, so please come along.  Itôs 
sure to be a lot of fun and you will be 
supporting the club at the same time. 
 
Happy diving. 
 

Lee Findlay 

The Bottom Line - from the PresidentñLee Findlay 
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Events Calender  
Wed 3rd June  WUDC Club Meeting. Speaker: Dave Ray: Rebreather 
  Rebreather theory of operations ï SCR, CCR, physiology, 
  gas management, PO2, eCCR, mCCR, KISS. Rebreather 
  Orientation  (representative manufacturer presentations, 
  home builds, modifications, set-up) Intro home building 
 
Weds 10 June: Rebreather Continue Build (19:30 ï 21:00) 
 
Sat 13th  June JAZZ Night 
 
Weds 17 June 18:30 ï 20:00 Rebreather Complete and test dive 
 
 Wed 24 June  Photography SIGð White Island Trip Video and Photos 
 
 Wed 1st  July Speaker: Simon Mitchell: Technical Diving 
 
 Wed 15th Jul Photography SIGðJohn Scott Presentation 

 

Sat 18th July   Mid-Winter Christmas Party 
 

Wed 29  July Annual General Meeting 
 
Wed 5th Aug  Seafood Cooking DemonstrationðSpook the Chef 
   

Whau River Kayak Challenge  
August 2009 

Andrew Ferguson is organising a race by 

whatever means along the Whau Rive. 

Those keen to kayak or inner-tube  their 

way to the Dive Club, where refreshments 

and BBQ will be available. 

Check  next mag for more details. 
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Destinations available every Weekend include the Poor Knights, Twin 
Wrecks, Bay of Islands and other destinations available on alternating 
basis include Little Barrier, Hen & Chicks, Gt Barrier, Mokohinaus, Goat 
Island and Tawharanui. 
 
 
Sat 6th June Family Day Diving or snorkelling Whangateau Harbour 
 
 Sat 20th June Poor Knights Yukon  departing Tutukaka: Ideal Day trip 
  for less experienced divers and the older hands $125 

 
Sat 20th June Astrolabe Reef / Penguin Shoals departing   Tauranga

 (Stunning Diving for the more advanced divers) $85 
 
Sat 27th June Little Barrier departing Leigh Wharf : Ideal Day Trip for 
  less experienced divers and the older hands $110 

 
 

Sat 11th July Astrolabe Reef / Penguin Shoals departing   Tauranga
 (Stunning Diving for the more advanced divers) $85 

 
 
Weekend 1st / 2nd Aug Northland Dive Weekend including Wreck of 
   the Canterbury (A must for those who havenôt 
      experienced it!)  $250.00 

 
 

Sun 4th October Pinnacles / Sugar Loaf  
     departing Tutukaka (Advanced) $125 
 

 

Bookings can be taken for singles or groups. (Minimum numbers 
apply). You can book any of these trips through Dive HQ West 

Auckland (09 ï 8277008) or paul@divehqwest.co.nz or call in and see 
us at 5 Portage Rd, New Lynn. The trip is the same price regardless 

of booking through us or by booking direct. 
Call Dive HQ West to book now! 

Phone : 8277008 

Dive Trips Calender 

mailto:paul@divehqwest.co.nz
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If you want to take photographs underwater or just enjoy looking at underwater 
images then come along to the Western underwater Photo SIG, we meet the 
third Wednesday of each month. The Underwater Photography Special Interest 
Group welcomes anyone from novice to expert (you don't even need to own a 
camera) 
At each SIG meeting we share our photos from local trips and tropical destina-
tions and then focus on a particular topic that will help improve the way we take 
underwater photos.  
Past presentations have included: 

Understanding of the use of light at different depths and how it affects your 

results.   

"Tricks of the trade" for underwater flash photography. 

Macro vs wide-angle. 
John Scott 

Photography Competitions 

Notice of Annual General Meeting. 
The Western Underwater Dive Club will hold itôs next Annual General Meeting 
from 8pm on Wednesday 29th July 2009 at the clubrooms, 5 Portage Road, 
New Lynn. 
In accordance with the requirements of the constitution, submissions for 
changes to the constitution need to be received by the Secretary no later than 
29th May 2009. 
The secretary will accept nominations for officers and committee no later than 
14 days before the AGM.  
Any one proposing changes to the constitution or nominations for officers or 
committee can leave them with the shop or hand them to the secretary or any 
committee member at a club night. 

Monthly Shop Special 

ñJazzyò June Discount Coupon 

20% Discount on Purchases through Dive 

HQ West Auckland during the month of 

June for Club members. 
Club members can receive an extra 10% discount on any equipment purchases not al-

ready marked as a shop special. Coupon valid until 30th June 2009. 
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Entry #1: Mark Stonemanôs False Teeth. Lost Tuesday 17th March 2009 at Ca-
thedral Cave, Piercy Island. Recovered on Wednesday 18th March by Roger 
Crimmins. 
 
Entry #2: Pair of Rock Island sunglasses recovered from Goat Island by Martin 
Hitch on 30th March 2009. 
 
Entry #3: A 6kg Dumbbell Recovered from Sylvan Park at Lake Pupuke by Ja-
son Bartlett on the 3rd May 2009. I believe that Damos Albert purposely placed 
this there last year for the tertiary students to do some arm exercises at depth. 
Ironic that it has found itôs way back to west Auckland! 
 
Entry #4: Left Lace up Dry Suit boot recovered from the Rowing Club Area 
Lake Pupuke by Kelly Withers 14th May 2009. 

Most Interesting Artefact Entry Competition 

Cray Competition 

3 Cray weighed in by club members 
so far for 2009. 
 
Tony Hawke caught a 2.25 kg red at 
Gt Barrier 8

th
 January 2009. 

 
Dennis Major caught a  1.89 kg red 
at Gt Barrier 23

rd
 March 2009. 

 
Tony Hawke caught a 1.68 kg pack-
horse at Gt Barrier 3

rd
 April 2009. 

Competition Corner 

Tony Hawkewith his 2.25kg 
cray 
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Spook the Chef Recipe 

Pan Seared Snapper on Garlic Hash with Roast Capsicum Ratatouille and Beurre 
Blanc. 
Start by roasting, over an open flame is best, one red 
one yellow and one green capsicum until the skin is 
completely black and set aside to cool a little (or be 
brave a peel them now). 
Garlic Hash 
Grate 6 medium to large potatoes, place in a tea towel 
(clean) and twist the towel into a ball to squeeze all 
the liquid from the potatoes and place in a bowl. 
Finely dice one medium sized onion and add to the 
potato, mixing well.  To this add 3-4 cloves garlic 
(finely chopped).  Try and avoid mashing or crushing garlic as you tend to loose most 
of the juice. 
Add one egg for binding and mix well.  The mix should be only slightly moist. 
Heat Grape seed oil in a pan until very hot, form the potato into 1cm thick rounds and 
place in the pan.  Cook until golden brown on both sides, transfer to roasting dish and 
finish cooking in a moderate/hot oven.  Approx. 180DegC.  I use grape seed oil as it 
does not flavour the food and will heat to very high temperatures without burning. 
Ratatouille 
Peel and seed the capsicums and cut into strips.  Season with a little salt and pepper 
(to taste ï I use only a very little) and drizzle with White Truffle Oil.  (Donôt worry I can 
feel the wallets pain).  Cover in a dish with foil and place in the oven with the Garlic 
Hash to re-heat while cooking the Snapper. 
Snapper 
This would have to be the hardest part.  In a pan, using Grape Seed Oil, heat until very 
hot and place the snapper fillets skin side down quickly shaking the pan for each fillet 
to prevent it sticking.  Allow only a couple of minutes (if that) for the fish to cook and 
place on a dry roasting dish an let finish in the oven while you make the Beurre Blanc 
in the pan you have just cooked the fish in. 
Beurre Blanc 
This is the heart stopper and if you like you can simply de-glaze the pan with white 
wine and reduce to create a soft succulent glaze for the fish. 
Put the pan used for the fish back on the heat and when hot add 1 shallot and 1 clove 
garlic, finely chopped and toss around pan to cook.  Once the shallot becomes trans-
parent add 1 healthy glass of white wine.  Chardonnay work extremely well.  Reduce 
the heat and let simmer for about 3 minutes with a bay leaf added. 
Remove the bay leaf and add small cubes of butter, whisking after every addition until 
completely incorporated, until the sauce becomes thick enough to coat the back of a 
wooden spoon.  Adjust seasoning to taste. 
To plate place a Garlic Hash in the centre and top with a snapper fillet, place a little 
ratatouille on the top for that amazing colour and aroma and drizzle lightly with the 
Beurre Blanc. 
Enjoy. 
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OPENWATER 
 
Georgia McGill Bannan Samantha Gunther    
Staphany Cheng  Ashween Kumar    
Zach Fell   Nicola Hawkes   
Mark Ashcroft   Joel Fernandes 
Lara Dawson   Benjamin Conder 
Hamish Bulmer   Benjamin Weston 
 

JUNIOR OPENWATER 

Jordan Hoffmann Herbert Abigail Ashcroft 

Grace Ashcroft   Sophie Day  

Brad Dawson 

 

Milestones 

The Social event of the Year 
Western Underwater Dive club  

proudly presents 

ñA night of Sophisticationò  

Dress up and Enjoy an evening of Jazz and  
Cabaret, Cocktails, wine and cheese 

 
Saturday 13th June.  

$5 Tickets available at DiveHQ Shop 



 

10 http://www.westernunderwater.org.nz/

!!New!! Dive Community Award!! New!! 
 

Dive HQ West is happy to sponsor this new award for Western Underwater Club Mem-
bers on an annual basis. The award will be to a club member that that has supported 
the facility and club scene throughout the year. It will be awarded each year to the 
leader on the pointôs board at the time of the club prize giving. 
 
The prize will be kept a surprise up until the prize giving and is well worth winning! 
This year it is the FAFLFOO Award! (Make of it what you want!) 
 
Points will be awarded on a monthly basis by Dive HQ West Auckland. 
As a new award, introduced in 2009, we kick off with points awarded to date. This is 
the leader board as at the end of May 2009.  
 
Name            Points   Reason 
Andrew Fergy  7 Promoting Club at Boat Show 
John Scott  6 Photographic Workshop 
Cameron Smirk  6 Organising Boat Show Club Magazine 
Kit Bishop  5 Promoting Club at Boat Show & Website Chat Page 
Benny Larsen  5 Promoting Club at Boat Show 
Mike Percy  5 Promoting Club at Boat Show 
Willie Ritson  5 Club Rooms maintenace 
Paul Gargiulo  4  
Dave Sherry  4 Arranging Guest Speaker workshop 
Martin Hitch  4 Promoting Club at Boat Show 
Mercedes Bishop  2 Most Active & Supportive Younger Member 
Michelle Bishop  2 Promoting Club at Boat Show 
Marty Trow  2 Revamping Club Audio System 
George Currie  2 Promoting Club at Boat Show 
Anne Shepherd  2 Promoting Club at Boat Show 
Albie Shepherd  2 Promoting Club at Boat Show 
Allan Roche  2 Promoting Club at Boat Show 
Jason Bartlett  2 Sponsoring the Night of Sophistication 
Mark Ashcroft  1 Keenest Newly Qualified club member 
Kylie Evans  1  
Damos Albert  1  

NEW MEMBERS 
Mark, Abigail and Grace Ashcroft  Stephen Hathaway 

Peng Hong Guo  

NEW TERTIARY MEMBERS 

Jackie Faxon 

Welcome Members 
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Diver Training 
 

PADI Open Water Dive Course 
 
Boat Show ñAftermathò Special Weekend Class ï Starts 

Friday 5th June - $225 
Boat Show ñAftermathò Special Evening Class ï starts 

Tuesday 16th June - $225 
Boat Show ñAftermathò Special Day Class ï Starts Monday 6th July 

 
PADI Advanced Open Water Course 

 
Enjoy a weekendôs diving with Northland Dive including a dive on the 

Wreck of the Canterbury, 2 nights accommodation, meals and air fills and 
return home a qualified Padi Advanced Open Water diver. 

 
Weekend of 1st / 2nd August 2009 ï Cost $550.00 (Own Gear) or $650.00 

(with Hire gear) 
 

PADI Rescue Diver Course 
Starts Monday 13

th
 July  Cost: $395.00 

 
PADI Enriched Air / Nitrox Course 

Enjoy Safer Diving with the benefits of enriched air! 
Starts Monday 29th June  Cost: $299.00 

 

Career Courses: 
Looking for change in career. 

 
Courses available 

Entry Level and Leadership Skills in Diving ï Rescue Diver or Dive-
master. 

Diploma Level Qualifications ï graduate as an Advanced Scuba Dive 
Instructor with 5 specialty ratings. 

National Certificate in Retail (Level 3) 
National Certificate in Adult Education and Training (Level 4). 

Enrolling now for start 29th June 2009 start. Student Loans apply for 
these courses. 

 
*Dive HQ West Auckland is an approved delivery site of The Academy of 
Diving. 
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We now have a completely revamped web site. 

The new site includes features such as: 

Forums where you can discuss: 

All sorts of diving related matters 

Organising dive trips 

Club Issues 

Website matters 

Resources: 

Photo galleries 

Trip reports 

Newsletters 

Special interest groups (with their own forums + resources) 

Research 

Photography 

Club announcements, meetings, scheduled trips 

Communication with other members as friends 

Levels of access: 
Anonymous accessðanyone may browse through the site and make lim-

ited contribution to some forumsðno access to upload media, no access 

to special interest groups 

 

On-line membershipðclick on ñJoinò and give yourself a user name and 

password. Thereafter, just ñSign-inò and enter  your user name and pass-

word to gain more extended access to forums and resources. 

 

Paid membershipðopen to all who have paid their subscriptionðfirst. 

ñJoinò as an on-line member; then contact me with your user name (not 

password) to be marked as a paid member. Then you will have full access 

to all site to all site facilities including special interest groups   

 

Announcing  ALL NEW Website: www.westernunderwater.org 
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Dive Master Swim Test 
 
16/04/09 
 
We pulled in to the car park at Lake 
Pupuke (the pump house) after our 
standard bakery stop, everyone was 
expecting a nice fresh dive in late au-
tumn. 
So there we were tucking in to our 
nice hot wedges and pies when roger 
said òok guys in to your togò and our 
faces just dropped. After finishing 
over half a bag of wedges the last 
thing I wanted to do was jump in to 
the lake in nothing but my togs and 
swim 400 meters snorkel 800 meters 
and tread water for 15 minutes, buts 
thatôs exactly what we had to do. 
 
With Roger, 4 open water students, 
along with Peng and Shayna looking 
on we slowly made our way down the 
wharf and jumped/boomed in to the 
nice fresh 19 degree lake. 
 
 
 

The buoy seemed to be a long way 
out way further than 200 meters, but 
one by one we each headed out. At 
around the 100-150 meter mark those 
wedges I was eating less than 20 
minutes ago werenôt sitting quite right, 
once I got to the buoy I realized I was 
halfway through that spurred me on 
and this leg of the swim seemed 
shorter thankfully. 
 
Once we got to the wharf it wasnôt 
over we had to don our mask fins and 
snorkels and head back out to the 
buoy once again for the 1 of the 4 
legs in the snorkel section. Once the 
last of the guys had finished roger 
granted us a couple minutes break 
before it was back in the water to do 
our 15 minutes tread water/ float, the 
absolute highlight of the tread water 
was knowing that Shayna would have 
to go through this ordeal in the middle 
of winter! That put a smile on a few of 
the lads faces (including mine:-) )    
 
Martin 

Mark Stoneman 

Stanley  Yeatman 

Shayna Irving 

Daniel Ray Brook Dixon 

Anthony Basturkmen 

Martin Hitch 

Sheldon Turton K.Withers Jeremy Burrows 

DiveHQ Tertiary Team Update 
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SMBs - Do recreational divers really need them or are 
they just another PITA piece of gear that ñthem thar 
techie divers useò - apparently, mostly to look cool? 

If theyôre doing the full redundancy 
thing, Techies will usually carry at 
least two SMBs (pronounced 
ñBoysò not ñBoooeeeysò for all you 
North Americans out there). Often 
they will have one or two red or 
orange SMBs and sometimes they 
will also carry a yellow SMB to 
alert to an emergency situation.  

Techies use SMBs to fulfill a num-
ber of tasks - as a buoyancy aid 
when fulfilling their decompression 
obligations in the open ocean, as a 
safety aid to let the boat know 
where you are hanging out when you're drifting with 
the tide, as a lift bag for those missing five bars of gold 
as well as an emergency beacon to let the boat know 
you've got issues and you need ñScotty to beam you 
upò. 

Even if a Tech diver has an upline 
to hang off, they will always carry 
SMBs in case they lose the line 
and have to ascend in the open 
ocean or more likely, they have 
just found the ship's bell and they 
want to send it to surface rather 
than lug it around with them. 

Associated with the tech diver's 
SMB and contributing further to rec 
diver's image of a Tech Diver as 
invariably having lots of  ñdangly 
bitsò attached to numerous D-rings, 
will be a one or more reels. These will be either the 
compact ñthumb reelsò or the larger so-called ñwreck 
reelsò. 

Needless to say, the reels need to have enough line to 
reach the surface from the depth at which they are 
deployed. I hear you snort in derision - but more than 
one diver (mentioning no names, but follow my eyes) 
has deployed their SMB at 15 or 20 metres to discover 

that there was in fact only 10M of line on the reel, 
producing one of those ñoh, buggerò moments and 
subsequently some reasonably frenetic activity to 
avoid breaching at a high rate of knots. (Actually be-

tween you and me, the word 
began with ñFò and was yelled 
quite loudly. However, I digress 
and I am told this is a family 
magazine). 

Why then would a recreational 
divers need to carry SMBs and 
reels?  

Even in Lake Poo, there can a 
lot of boats around. I'm advised 
by some people I trust that get-
ting hit by a boat is really going 
to screw up your dayðeven if it 
is a Laser trailer sailer. Needless 

to say, I would imagine getting hit by a power boat 
moving at anything over a dead stop is really going to 
stuff up your hair do. (Ed - All our actors are trained 
professionals so please don't test this at home). 

I am sure a few of us can cite 
examples of near misses with 
boats - one I witnessed at Cape 
Brett was a real classic.  On a 
dive with the Cowshed on the 
Southern side of Cape Brett, 
anchored aprox 50M off the is-
land with dive flag flying, a power 
boat came hurtling around the 
corner passing between our rib 
and the rocks. Divers were in the 
water and some were on the 
surface and others surfacing.  
Luckily, everyone was using their 

SMBs and no one got hurt. (but the abuse the perp 
hurled at us as he went past was priceless.  Appar-
ently, we weren't allowed to ñEffing anchor thereò).  
Those of us who enjoy a dive on the ñThe Mother 
lodeò at Jonesies will agree I am sure, that the risk of 
getting hit by a boat increases dramatically the further 
out into the bay one goes. (so does the risk of getting 
ñcatchedò in a scollie dredge but that is another story).  

Technical DivingðDave Sherry 

To SMB or not to SMB?éé..That is the question.  

Inflated SMBð an important aid 

to help  boaties see the diver on 

the surface. 

A self sealing SMB will prevent 

deflation in the event the diver is 
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The at times, ferocious tidal flow can add to the issues 
you need to deal with as you hang onto your scollie bag 
and try to complete your safety stop. 

If, as local lore suggests, the most dangerous creature 
in the sea is the mean old scallop, then a bagful of them 
must be positively deadly.  This would probably mean 
attaching a heavy scollie bag to your BC is probably not 

the greatest of ideas 
and trying to hold it 
in your hand as you 
surface is not all that 
crash hot either. I'm 
sure everyone can 
recall the recent loss 
of the scolie diver a 
couple of Xmases 
ago who had a bag 
attached and was 
found at 30-odd 
metres with the bag 
still attached. 

How about hanging 
your scollie bag off 
the SMB, using it 
simultaneously as a 
lift bag, deco buoy 
and Surface Marker 
Buoy? 

At the end of your 
dive before surfacing, attach the bag to your SMB, give 
it a dose of air from your octi, let it run to the surface, 
holding on to the reel as it plays out the line - and then 
leisurely make your way up the line, making sure you 
retain slight negative buoyancy to ensure the SMB stays 
upright in the water. (Editor - Trick question - you're at 
18metres at Joneses, how much line would you need to 
get the SMB to the surface without dragging you up with 
it?). 

SMBs are extremely useful on night dives as well.  If you 
have the right kind of SMB you can put a torch inside it 
and it will become a brightly lit up beacon, letting boats 
know where you are when you surface.  Once there, 
simply hang onto the buoy and your  boat can come and 
get you. 

Iôm sure that had  Mt Hewitt carried a torch and SMB, his 

epic float around the ocean might have been somewhat 
shorteré...... 

SMBs are not to be confused with the so-called ñSafety 
Sausageò that many recreational divers carry. Generally 
the low-cost Safety Sausages can only be used on the 
surface, have no attachment points for reels and line so 
they cannot be deployed at depth and generally, if they 
tip over they lose their buoyancy. They don't generally 
have much buoyancy in the first place anyway. 

While a safety sausage is marginally better than nothing, 
in the view of this 
writer, recreational 
divers should 
seriously consider 
spending a little 
bit more and get-
ting a true SMB 
and reel.  

A basic SMB has 
a lift capability of 
approx 20 - 25Kg, 
has the means to 
attach line and 

reel and has an internal bellows to prevent the buoyancy 
from being lost if it tips over at the surface when for 
example, a slightly buoyant diver allows the line to be-
come slack. 

They also have an over pressure valve to prevent over 
inflating in accordance with Boyle's law  (or in my case, 
sod's law). 
Basic SMBs are usually at least 5-foot tall when inflated 
although there are versions that are 9-foot high - very 

SMB approx 5 foot tall, 

OPV, attachment point for 

reel. 

Thumb reelsð30M on the 

left 50M on the right 

Standard SMB on the left; SMBi with 

0.1Ltr cylinder on the right  
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useful in big swells. 

SMBs come in hi-viz or fluorescent red or orange and 
also yellow. Although not a hard and fast rule, yellow 
SMBs are often used to alert an emergency when used 
either singly or in conjunction with a red or orange SMB.  
SMBs might also have fluorescent strips on them to aid 
spotting them at night although a compact LED such as 
the IST 3-Watt torch inserted inside does a great job of 
lighting up the SMB. 

Although of less use to a recreational diver, they often 
also have the means to attach a nametag. Above all, 
they roll up nice and compact so you can put them into a 
pouch or BC pocket. 

Inflating a SMB can be achieved in two ways. By putting 
your octi or air gun in the bottom of the SMB and giving 
it a squirt or on some models, by opening the valve on a 
small 0.1Ltr attached air cylinder.  Refilling the cylinder 
is achieved by decanting off your main air cylinder and 
although I both have types, I definitely prefer the mini 
cylinder variety because it simplifies what can turn into a 
one armed paper hanger moment when trying to inflate 

the other 
types. 

Needless to 
say, making 
sure the 
inflating SMB 
doesn't catch 
on anything 
is quite im-
portant. I 
have seen a 
buddy's Octi 
hook up on 
his ascending 

SMB by the mouthpiece and before he could say 
óshhhhiiiiiiiiii--------ò he was heading into orbit. Luckily, he 
was able to free his Octi before he ascended too much 
although his air consumption rocketed - along with his 
heart rate - for a brief period of time. Fortunately, he was 
wearing a dry suit. I know it's mean, but my air con-
sumption wasnôt helped by my uncontrolled laughter 
watching this cameo play out. However, I was really 
careful my turn to deploy my SMB came around. 

So, if you havenôt got a SMB already and my diatribe 
has persuaded you to go out and buy one you're proba-
bly saying, ñwhat should I look forò?  Well, this is what I 

suggest an SMB should look like: 

It needs day-glow or fluorescent Red or Or-

ange. Even if you are the most scollie addicted 
person on the planet unless you're going to buy 
two SMBs, don't get a yellow one unless you 
want to risk declaring an emergency while 
sending your scollie bag to the surface. 

It needs to be at least 5 foot tall and have at 

least 20 - 25KG lift. This will greatly increase 
the chances of you being seen in swells and 
you also know that the SMB will hold you up if it 
needs to and not sink as you ascend while 
negatively buoyant. It will also have plenty of 
buoyancy to hold both you and that 10Kg cray 
you just caught. 

It needs to have an OPV and attachment point 

for the line and reel. (By the way, make sure the 
clips you use can handle 20 ? 25 kg of lift :)). 

At least 20 metres of line on your reel and make 

sure you do know how much line you have on 
the reel you intend to use, especially if you 
borrowed it! 

So, while the best SMBs are not cheap, they really do 
the job and they can be a real lifesaver in more ways 
than one. On the other hand, you could buy a really 
cheap SMB and then buy a better one with your life 
insurnce couldn't you? 

Ahh, Mr Wolf, what a big, err, SMB 
youôve got.  

All the better to er, see you with my dear... 

Closeup of the SMBiôs 0.1Ltr 

Cylinder.  

Dave Sherry 

Photos courtesy Victoria Sherry 
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Jelly fish! 

For those of us who are interested in 
the jelly fish that can often be seen in 
great numbers in Lake Poo, it would 
seem that they are quite well known 
and traveled creatures. 
 
Apparently, they are to be found in al-
most every New Zealand fresh water 

lake from Lake Brunner in the South 
Island right up to our own Lake Poo 

and beyond and were first recorded in 
New Zealand in the 1950s.  
However, the jelly fish were recorded 
in  Britain even earlier than that in 
1880 in of all places, Kew gardens. 
 
The jellyfish have been identified as 
craspedacusta sowerbyi of the class 
Hydrozoa to which  hydra and Portu-
guese Man oô War also belong. 
 
- Water & Atmosphere, Vol.10 No.2 - 
June 2002, NIWA,  ñAlien predator: 
freshwater jellyfish in New Zealandò, 
Ian Boothroyd, Kay Etheredge, John 
Green, see www.niwa.co.nz/news-and
-publications/publications/all/wa/10-2/
alien#jellyfish.  
 

 

ñWhen donning a wet suit, the correct  
orientation of ones body is essential!ò   

The identity of the diver in question 
will be revealed next month as yes 
we have a picture of his face, but 

those who think they may be able to 
guess????  

First Correct answer will wiin $10 bar 
tab. See Spook the Chef 
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If I were to describe a New Zealand 
coastline as controversial, varied and 
dynamic then the last place you would 
probably think of would be Aucklandôs 
West Coast. You could also add pic-
turesque, spiritual, moody and cultural.  
 
Over the years the Research Team 
has certainly experienced the mood 
swings of the Manukau Harbour and 
the coast. Mood swings can be cap-
tured in our memories, photographs, 
stories and on film.  
 
Some years ago the Research Team 
displayed work by well-known West 
Auckland photographer Ted Scott. 
Along with many local artistôs pictures, 
Tedôs photographs have captured the 
various moods of the coastline.  
 
Add to that the screaming war cries of 
Xena and the wild Karekare surf shots 
from óPianoô and, yes, the film featured 
a scene showing a large seahorse on 
Karekare beach made out from sea 
shells.  

An area stepped in so much Maori cul-
ture and history. There are three iwi 
along this coast ï Ngati Whatua, Te 
Kawerau A Maki and Ngati Te Ata who 
all have strong spiritual ties to this 
area. New Zealandôs worst maritime 
disaster happened on the Manukau 
Bar when HMS Orpheus was wrecked 
with 189 lives lost.  
 
The environmental values are im-
mense. Where else can you experi-
ence seeing Orca, seals, dolphins, 
whales? The list goes on. Home to 
some of New Zealandôs rarest wildlife 
such as the Mauiôs dolphin, the worldôs 
smallest and rarest, with less than 110 
remaining and birds like the critically 
endangered New Zealand Fairy Tern.  
 
The Little Blue Penguin, once common 
along the coastline, is now under 
threat. With outstanding productive 
habitats you would think everyone 
would work together in protecting it, 
but not so. Embattled controversy now 
exists between the environmental pro-
tection agencies and the recreation 
users of the coast.  
The only guarantee ahead is that 
Aucklandôs Wild West Coast is in for a 
rough ride and will probably come out 
the looser. Local and Regional authori-
ties are under resourced to enable 
them to manage and police the coast-
line, some of which is remote. Imagine 
being lost in remote bush just 45 min-
utes from New Zealandôs most popu-
lated City. 

Western Underwater Research Team Update 
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I remember some years ago the 
phone rang on a Saturday afternoon ï 
Hi Mike, Steve Haroa here, got some 
news you should know about ï some 
whales have got stranded between 
Karekare and Whatipu. That news 
stopped me in my tracks ï I answered 
ï Iôll pick you up in 20 minutes.   
 
With day light beginning to fade, we 
walked passed Nine Pin Rock and 
headed to a distant shape on the edge 
of the surf. What we came across was 
the smallest of 12 Sperm Whales that 
had beached themselves early that 
morning. The first thing that strikes you 
is the size ï Steve had to pace out a 
length (14 paces) because in the rush 
we forgot to bring a tape measure. 
How can you describe the mo-
ment? You canôt! You just had 
to be there. After taking pic-
tures and video and just look-
ing, we moved on to look for 
the others.  
 
Fifteen minutes later with the 
wind and rain howling in from 
the sea and daylight fading 
fast we decided to call it a 
day.  
 
The next day I drove down 
into Karekare to a car-parking 
shambles to find that part of 
the beach car park blocked off 
by security.  
 
This is where good old fashion 
bullshit comes in handy ï ñIôm 
from óWestern Underwater 
Researchô and Iôm here to as-

sess the whale stranding situationò 
and with that I was directed to parking 
space complete with a sea view.  
 
Also the DoC nametag I was wearing 
helped. I spent the day walking from 
one whale to another. I found it difficult 
to take it all in.  
 
A vulnerable coastline with so much 
beauty associated with so much 
death. One that needs respect and 
protecting. 
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Well the cooler weather seems to 
have engulfed us but that didnôt stop 
a group of keen fanatical divers (ok 
really just talking about myself) head-
ing off to do a dive course up at 
Northland Dive.  Jason, Glen and I 
were off to do the final dives of our 
Wreck and Deep 
specialities so 
deep water was 
needed.   
Naturally, in my 
view, my favour-
ite deep wreck 
that can be 
dived even in a 
mini cyclone is 
the HMS Can-
terbury that was 
sunk 18 months ago. 
 
Even though the wind was cool when 
we got to the beach to launch the RIB 
the weather was warm, out of the 
wind anyway, and the sky was crystal 
clear.  There was hardly a ripple on 
the sea.  There of course were the 
customary comments from the dry but 
witty Andrew and Jason along the 
lines of 'jeepers waves are a bit big', 
and 'core horrible day to go diving' but 
still we braved it and went anyway.  
Glen and I lamented how we should 
both be at work. 
 
After the first entertainment of the day 
being a certain person .... putting his 
wet suit on backwards , no more to be 
said about that, we were off to Deep 
Water Cove with great expectations  
of laying lines and torches shinning 

into dark rooms bringing out the 
thoughts of I wonder what it was like 
whenéThe visibility was a little low 
due to an algae bloom but it was per-
fect for a PADI deep wreck dive.   
 
After a thorough dive briefing from 

Roger it was into our 
groups and off to do 
the tasks we had to do.   
Having done the prep 
beforehand of looking 
through the specialtyôs 
book and watching a 
DVD, the dives arenôt 
complex and a trip up 
to The Cowshed is al-
ways awesome. 
The next dive was a 

coastal deep dive.  We went to the 
Legendary Big Eye Lear which for 
those who donôt know is a 35m tunnel 
that goes through to another small 
bay.  The last couple of times I have 
gone through the tunnel it has been a 
little quiet with not the customary 
amount of fish.  
This time the tunnel was packed.  The 
tunnel opens out onto boulders and 
brilliant cray territory but the ... 

Trip Report - Dive Course @ The Cowshed 
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photography was awesome with bet-
ter visibility than Deep Water Cove. 
 
After a sumptuous meal, and a chill 
out time it was off to bed with great 
expectations of the following day. 
The day dawned crisp and clear with 
only a wisp of wind.  The launch off 
the two RIBs went off with the cus-
tomary professionalism of a group of 
motivated divers, the only highlight 
being Roger sacrificially diving in to 
catch a short thrown rope from one 
boat to another.  All was good. 
 

At the Canterbury, with dive plan 
made, it was off to do the skills.  How-
ever Jason was dressed a little funny.  
Down at the stern it was skills and 
then we were said good bye to - it 
was off to explore.  Over the side we 
went and into the wreck, Jasonôs new 
torch leading the way. 
After a tiki tour, following our dive 
plan, and a couple of strange photos 
in the junior galley, it was up to the 
bridge and time for even more 
strange photos.  Next we were off to 
the anti aircraft seats and then the 

funnels. Finally deco called us up-
ward and it was off to the descent line 
for the safety stop. 
 
The next dive was further along the 
Cape Brett Coast to the Twin Sisters.  
As soon as we jumped in the water 
we hit a fairly strong current.  I was 
partnered with Daniel who was doing 
dive number 4 of his PADI Advanced 
Dive Course. 
 
Although it was fairly strong current 
there were no problems and the sea-
ward side of the pinnacle was awe-
some.  Daniel was doing a naturalist 
dive and he had no problems finding 
five fauna and five different species of 
fish.  In fact the number of shots he 
took was impressive.  After navigating 
back to the anchor line, after a safety 
stop in the eddy of the island, it was 
onto the current line and into the RIB.  
Smiles all round J. The Cowshed is 
an awesome place to base yourself 
for a dive course.  If you want to de-
velop your skills or move to the next 
level I can highly recommend it.  Talk 
to Paul and Roger about your next 
challenge. By Fergy 
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Mid Winter  
Christmas Party 
 
Saturday 18th July  
 

It does not sound like Christmas but bring your  
Christmas cheer and appetite to the dead of  
winter. 
  
You can be assured that seafood is on the  
menu, however you will need to check next  
months mag for further details. 
 
$15 Tickets available at DiveHQ Shop 

Rebreather Night. 
The agenda for the Rebreather orientation night on Wednesday 3

rd
 June is as fol-

Time (approx) Description Who 
19:30  Introduction - Rebreather Theory and operations. Dave Sherry 
20:00 Walk through - Types and models of rebreather  Ray Mansell 
 Semi-closed Circuit (SCR)    Dave Ray 
 Closed circuit (CCR)     Tom Crisp 
 Manual (mCCR or KISS)    Dave Sherry 
 Electronic CCR (eCCR)     Greg  Wilson 
 Hybrid CCR       
 
20:30 Build your own rebreather using our very own crash test dummy volunteers 
 Jason Bartlett/Andrew Ferguson/Michelle Bishop /Dave Ray/Ray Mansell 
 
And support divers : Dave Sherry/Tom Crips  21:30 (approx) Finish  

The rebreather orientation night on 3
rd

 June will be followed by a fur-
ther two sessions on Wednesday 10

th
 June and Friday 12

th
 June.  

These will complete the home building and give our three crash test 
dummies a try dive in Dive HQ Westôs pool. Support divers and in-
structors will be on hand to make sure that safety is adhered to. 
We will be videoing the whole three nights including the pool sessions. 
All are welcome to come along. 



 

http://www.westernunderwater.org.nz/  23  

High Spec Auto Works are committed to maximizing your vehi-
cleôs performance by providing, Vehicle Performance Analysis with 
every service. 
Utilising our Exhaust Gas Analyzer, and computer scanner to con-
firm engine performance. Together with the Oscilloscope measur-
ing voltage patterns to and from computers. 
Wheel alignment and balancing service 
Correct tyre pressures and wheel alignment will reduce fuel con-
sumption as well as maximizing the life of your tyres. 
Capable of servicing large American pick ups. 
Simply call me on 818-9481 to book a time for your vehicle. 

Many thanks to Carl Bartlett for sponsoring the printing of this newsletter.  

FOR SALE 
 

Sea Nymph 18ft Commander 
New wheels, tyres, axle & springs,  
Power winch, 125hp motor 225 hrs 
70 ltr stainless fuel tank. Good dive platform! 
Best offer over $10,500 
Phone Galvin 0275 790 270 

THANKYOU TO SPONSORS 


