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The Bottom Times 

July 2011 

Party 25thJune 

Mid-winter Xmas Party 
$15 ticket for Main and Desert ,  
following last years successful 

and well attended event.  

- keeping your diving Passion alive - 

CLUB Meeting 6th July 
Speaker: Simon Mitchell 

We are all looking forward to  
another presentation from Simon. 

WW11 Plane wreck, Seghi Airstrip, Solomon Islands, Photo: Paul Oxton 
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Magazine 
Editor Jason Bartlett Mobile:  0272 976 551 
Sub-Editor Cameron Smirk Mobile:  021 359 121 
 

Foreign Correspondents 
Brazil: Paulo Machado Paulo@machadoboatdesign.com 
Australia: Sandra Bogun double0trouble@hotmail.com 
Thailand: Mark Anderson whoisbiga@gmail.com 
Fiji Damos Albert dmnsurfer@gmail.com 
Canada Mike Macauly decoscubaboy@gmail.com 

 
Dive Club Committee 

President Cameron Smirk Mobile:  021 359 121 
Vice President Deanne Oxton Business: 09 827 7008 
Club Captain Roger Crimmins Mobile: 021 0233 3600 
Secretary Mark Robinson Business:  09 550 8101 
Treasurer Deanne Oxton Business:  09 827 7008 
Photography SIG John Scott  Private:  09 817 8640 
Research Team Mike Percy Mobile:  021 661 832 
Dive Coordinator Michael Meisner Mobile: 021 0246 1540  
Event Coordinator Boof Mobile: 021 259 0630 
 
Bar Manager Willy Ritson Mobile: 021 170 0124 

Western Underwater Contacts 
Western Underwater Dive Club Inc. 

5 Portage Road,  New Lynn, Auckland, Tel: 827-7683 

Club Hours of Operation: 
The club is open every Wednesday and Friday from 7:30pm. 

Advertising Rates: 
Quarter page:  $20.00 / issue 
Half page: $35.00 / issue 
Full page:  $65.00 / issue 

The deadline for contributions, advertising and Letters to the Editor is 10th of 
the month of publishing. The magazine is published on the 17th of the Month 

prior to the month to which it applies.  

Any opinions expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily the opinion of the editor or 
WUDC committee. Anonymous letters to the Editor will not be published. 

For advertising, Letters to the Editor or other enquiries 
Contact the Editor, Jason Bartlett 

0272 976 551 or spookdm@xtra.co.nz 

Clubrooms  Hireage: 
The club is available for  hire for private functions. Please contact Deanne on 
ph: 827 7008 for function enquiries. 
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The Bottom Line - from the President 
Ok itôs safe to come back as the Annual 

General Meeting is done and dusted. Itôs 

amazing how fast people disappear when 

it comes to AGMs. Still we made the quo-

rum and got on with it. While financially the 

Club has performed consistently with pre-

vious years by recording a small deficit, 

itôs the challenge of taking on half the rent 

this year that had the President calling for 

improvements in all areas of the club. In 

last monthôs Bottom Line I thanked the 

outgoing  committee  and  the  bar  staff 

which make it all possible however I forgot 

to thank our auditor George Curry for 

signing off another year of accounts and 

for our Honorary Solicitor, Derek Riley. 

One of the key areas of improvement will 

be the Club Diving programme which got 

squeezed by Rogerôs work commitments 

which is why this year he is joined in the 

committee by a fellow instructor: Michael 

and Divemaster Boof. So we are back into 

the monthly Club Dives and with a number 

of dives planned we are all hoping that we 

are back to being a Dive Club. Check the 

Dive Calendar for the latest.   

Another key area is increasing Financial 

Membership. Although we gave away 20 

free memberships at the boat show this is 

really a long term bet that these winners 

will eventually convert to paying member-

ships. It may help in the short term if some 

of these new members were to come to 

the club. We believe that the Diving pro-

gram and Membership go hand in hand so 

we  look  to  have  some  strengthening 

Membership numbers come the Septem-

ber membership anniversary.  

I  know Mark Robinson is mobilising a 

meeting for the 8
th
 June 2011 to discuss 

revenue generating ideas be it magazine 

sponsorship, fuller utilisation of the prem-

ises  and initiatives to reverse the Clubôs 

trend of making money from April to Sep-

tember  but  during  the  popular  diving 

months  of  October  to  March we lose 

money.  

Thanks again for the Tertiary class to 

come through for the sponsorship for the 

magazine. 

Got so involved with the AGM that we 

forgot to make the June lolly stick draw. I 

have separated out Mayôs entries and will 

make the draw at the Mid Winter Xmas 

Party. We will also be auctioning the Can-

vas print which did not sell at the boat-

show. So be sure to buy your Mid-Winter 

Xmas party ticket for $15 at the bar. 

 We have got some fantastic speakers 

lined for the coming months. Firstly 

Simon Mitchell returns for the next 

monthly meeting on the 6
th
 July 2011. Iôm 

sure we have not exhausted all of 

Simonôs diving stories so be sure to be 

there. On the 3
rd

 August we have Sever-

ine and Nik talking about Scientific Diving 

and with Severrine at AUT and Nik in-

volved with Kelly Taltons Iôm sure it will 

be another must attend night.  

Happy Diving,  

Cameron Smirk,  

President 
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Club Calendar 

14th June Tuesday: Night Dive at Lake Pupuke. Meet 7pm Sylvan Park   
 
16th June Thursday: Night Dive. Site to be advised. Contact Roger. 
 
19th June Sunday: Poor Knights Dive. Contact Andrew  
 
25th June Saturday: Destination to be advised by 22nd June 
Roger has an open water Class Dive 1 & 2. Everyone welcome  
 
25th June Saturday: Mid Winter Xmas. Tickets at the Bar. 
 
2nd July Saturday: Destination to be advised by 22nd June 
Roger to talk to class about going to Poor Knights 
 
6th July Wednesday: Speaker Simon Mitchell Monthly Club Meeting,  
 
9-10th July Sat and Sun: Weekend camping trip to Fantail Bay, Coromandel. 
Hunt, Photography, Snorkelling, wreck, plenty of Shore Diving Spots 
DOC camp: $9 per adult. Cold Water Shower. Own tents. Bring own food. 
 
12ð19th July: Dive Gizo Trip in Solomons. Check article later in mag. 
 
25th July Saturday: Karaoke Night. 6 pm start.  
 
3rd Aug Wednesday: Speaker: Severine and Nik on scientific diving. 
 
????????????????????Suggested Diving??????????????????????? 
We are looking for suggested Dive Spots in late July and  August.  
One suggestion is Lake Taupo, which could be a chilling thought if there is 
snow on Mount Ruapehu.  
????????????????????Suggested Diving??????????????????????? 
10th Sept Saturday:  
Goat Island aboard Apollo tentively booked for 16 people. 
Can go to Barrier / Broken Island, Little Barrier, Hen & Chicken, Sail Rock. 
$125 per person. Normally $150 per person  
 
Sept, 35th Club Anniversary. Dates and prices to be confirmed. 

The club is open every Wednesday and Friday from 7:30pm. 

There are a number of future events worth mentioning below:  
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Supporting the People who get us Wet 
 
Destinations available every Weekend include the Poor Knights, Twin Wrecks, 
Bay of Islands and other destinations available on alternating basis include Lit-
tle Barrier, Hen & Chicks, Gt Barrier, Mokohinaus, Goat Island and Tawha-
ranui. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bookings can be taken for singles or groups. 
(Minimum numbers apply).  

You can book any of these trips through Dive HQ West Auckland 
(09)  8277008 or deanne@divehqwest.co.nz 

or call in and see us at  
5 Portage Rd, New Lynn.  

The trip is the same price regardless of booking through us or by 
booking direct. 

Call Dive HQ West to book now! 

mailto:paul@divehqwest.co.nz
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Diver Training 
PADI  OPENWATER  DIVE  COURSE  
 
WEEKEND CLASS Starts Sunday 26th June 9am  OW1 Sat  9th   Jul 
Cost $350.00  Course run during the day on weekends OW2 Sun 10th Jul 

EVENING CLASS Starts Mondays 4th July 6:30pm  OW1 Sat 23rd Jul  

Cost $350.00  Monday and Wednesday evenings OW2  Sat 6th   Aug 

DAY CLASS  Starts Monday 25th July 9am  OW1 Wed 27th Jul 
Cost $350.00  Course run over 4 days   OW2 Thu  28th Jul 

Prices vary from our standard price being $450.00 and $350.00 for winter season.  
Private one on one courses on request. School holiday courses set for the first week in 
every term run at $350.00. Try dives and refresher course on request. 
 
PADI  ADVANCED  OPEN WATER COURSE ï 30

TH
 & 31

ST
 JULY. 

Run over one weekend at Northland Dive.   Includes all training, manuals, international 
certification, accommodation, meals and boat dives, including the Wreck of the Canter-
bury. $550 (own gear) of $650 with hire equipment included. 
 
CAREER  COURSE ï DIPLOMA IN PROFESSIONAL SCUBA INSTRUCTION 
Commencing Monday 27

th
 June , positions still available. 

Career Diver Training 

Looking for a career change????  Courses available: 

¶ National Certificate in Diving Foundation. 
¶ National Certificate in Diving Leadership. 
¶ Diploma in Professional Scuba Instruction ï graduating as an Ad-

vanced Scuba Dive Instructor with 5 specialty ratings. 
¶ National Certificate in Retail. 
¶ National Certificate in Adult Education and Training. 
¶ Certificate In Medic First Aid Instruction. 

  email deanne@divehqwest.co.nz 

Next Diploma intake commencing June 2011.  
Student Loans apply for these courses.  

*Dive HQ West Auckland is an approved delivery site of The Academy 
of Diving, which is registered with NZQA. 

mailto:deanne@divehqwest.co.nz


 

www.westernunderwater.org.nz  9  

OPENWATER    NEWLY QUALIFIED DIVEMASTERS 
Eran Judd    Daniel Collier 
Amadeus Bishop   Michael Graham 

Leigh Homburg-Paul 

Milestones 

Mid Winter Christmas Party 
 Bring your Christmas cheer and appetite to the dead of winter. 

Last years xMas Dinner was well attended so get in early 
for a $15 Ticket for, which includes Main and Desert.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Saturday 25th June 2011, 6:00pm 
WUDC Club Rooms, 5 Portage Road, New Lynn 

Canvas print to be auctioned  

at Mid Xmas Party  

Renewing Members 

Peng Hong Guo   Dennis Major 

Ryan Carter   John Chapman Daniel Collier 
Brendon Colman  Andrew Curd  Pat Farrington 
Ian Grace   Michael Graham  Hayden Harwood 
Jared Haslemore  WingkayHo  Tyler Howarth 
Michael Lawson  Michael Meisner  Nickie Mountney 
Andrew Ruffles (aka Boof) Pete Mountney Duoug  Peach  
Graham Sorby   Wairua Taylor Gina Tuitupou 
Sarah Withers  Dave Withers  Cameron Wood 

New Members 

Welcome, we look forward to catching up with you all in the club. 
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Another yearôs term over and the Re-
search Team again looks forward to new 
challenges.  We look  back  on  another 
successful yearôs activity where we saw 
the Research Team, for first time in its 
history, enter the international arena by 
attending the 5

th
 International Marine De-

bris Conference. If you look in the current 
issue of Dive New Zealand you will see a 
promotion for our POC poster plus in the 
section dealing with the Hutchwilco New 
Zealand Boat Show 2011, a picture of 
two fine-looking Research Team support-
ers.  
 
Moving on, I would like to review some-
thing in the marine conservation estate 
that is dear to my heart - 
the Poor Knights Islands. 
I wonder if those people 
who have just visited the 
Poor Knights for the first 
time  know  about  the 
struggle  it  was  to  get 
them protected as a Ma-
rine  Reserve.  Through 
commitment, passion and 
adversity,  passionate 
people saved the islandôs 
marine  biodiversity  to 
what  the  Poor  Knights 
represent today - one of 
the best top ten dive loca-
tions in the world. But it wasnôt always 
like that.  The waters around the Poor 
Knights once teamed with fish life, but in 
the  sixties,  things  were  beginning  to 
change for the worse. New Zealand had 
a bad case of rape and pillage and fisher-
ies  management  that  quickly saw fish 
stocks tumble. (As a result, a Manage-
ment Quota System was introduced in 
1986). In 1981, the ocean surrounding 
the Poor Knights Islands, off  the East 

Coast of Northland was established as 
New Zealand's second marine reserve. 
The marine reserve extends for 800 me-
tres offshore around the Poor  Knights 
Islands and stacks but, only a small por-
tion was fully protected until 1997. The 
Minister of Conservation at the time, Nick 
Smith,  banned  all  fishing  around  the 
southern island of the Poor Knights from 
October 1 1997. The ban extended to the 
northern island a year later and, as you 
would expect, had the game fishing char-
ter guys up in arms - so much so that 
they spent $90,000 trying to fight the Min-
isterôs decision. I cringe to think about 
what would have happened if the fishos 
had got their way.  

Picture of two fish taken at Landing Bay 
(Poor Knights Islands) Name the spe-
cies? 
Mike Percy 

Research Team 


