The Bottom N

underwoter

Times
auy2010 | D) l\\/@

club

Mid-Winter Xmas Sat 21st August
CLUB DIVER DAY

Saturday 10th July - Goat Island
Register at the club now!
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Western Underwater Contacts

Western Underwater Dive Club Inc.
5 Portage Road, New Lynn, Auckland

Tel: 827-7683

Committee
President Cameron Smirk  Mobile: 021 359 121
Vice President Deanne Oxton Business: 09 827 7008
Secretary Mark Robinson
Treasurer Deanne Oxton Business: 09 827 7008
Photography SIG John Scott Private: 09 817 8640
Research Team Mike Percy Mobile: 021 661 832
Club Captain Roger Crimmins  Mobile: 021 02333600
Events Jason Bartlett Mobile: 0272 976 551
Website Kit Bishop Private: 09 838 9605
Magazine Editor Jason Bartlett Mobile: 0272 976 551

Foreign Correspondents

Brazil: Paulo Machado Paulo@machadoboatdesign.com
Australia: Sandra Bogun doubleOtrouble@hotmail.com
Thailand: Mark Anderson  whoisbiga@gmail.com

Fiji Damos Albert dmnsurfer@gmail.com

Canada Mike Macaulay = decoscubaboy@gmail.com

Club Hours of Operation:
The club is open every Wednesday and Friday from 7:30pm.

Clubrooms Hireage:
The club is available for hire for private functions. Please contact Deanne on
ph: 827 7008 for function enquiries.

Advertising Rates: . _ g
Quarter page:  $20.00 / issue For advertising, Letters to the Editor or other enquiries

Half page: $35.00 / issue Contact the Editor, Jason Bartlett
Eull page:. $65:OO /issue 0272 976 551 or spook_da_chef@xtra.co.nz.

The deadline for contributions, advertising and Letters to the Editor is 10th of
the month of publishing. The magazine is published on the 17th of the Month
prior to the month to which it applies.

Any opinions expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily the opinion of the editor or
WUDC committee. Anonymous letters to the Editor will not be published.
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The Bottom Line keeping your diving Passion alive.

The Annual General Meeting went pretty
much to plan and we have a new commit-
tee that has been nominated. In fact we
have had our first new committee meet-
ing and everyone is rearing to get on with
it.

Most of the committ
establishing a Club Dive programme. A
lot of you would have been on the last
Club Diver Day on 12" June at Mathe-
sonbs Bay.

The Dive was well attended and that was
not just for the barbeque. You should un-
derstand that we are rotating our Club
Diver days bet ween
Goat Island through the winter.

John Scott from the Photography team
has remaindered us to bring your cam-
eras next time as we are again starting to
look towards our club photo competitions
at the end of the year.

Roger Crimmins as Club Captain is co-
ordinating the Club Dives so if you have
any ideas on Dive you would like to do or
talk to Roger about some of the interest-
ing dives he is starting to plan.

Again we are focussed on getting back to
having a speaker at our Monthly Meet-
ings.

lain Anderson, a club member and re-
nowned photographer will be the speaker
for 7" July meeting. Lee Findlay, ex-
President has the 4™ August meeting
with talk based on his recent trip to East
Borneo of which you will see a snippet in
this monthés dive t

www.westernunderwater.org.nz

This month will see the start of new Terti-
ary class at DiveHQ West. In fact we
must congratulate Deanne, Roger, Paul
and the whole DiveHQ West team for
picking up the award as the top Tertiary

facility in New Zeal :
Conference.
eebdbs focus was on

The award is based on the number of
successfully completed diplomas and it
certainly great to hear their experiences
in the magazineds r

A number of event dates have firmed up
over the last month. The Mid-Winter
Xmas on again and tickets will be avail-

M alielowersthe bhad ar ask meadlif | have not

r

already got to you.

We also have a quiz night planned where
teams will complete across a range of
guestions (not just diving) for prizes.

Check the calendar the latest event
dates.

Cameron Smirk

President

ip article.

e



Club Calendar

Wed, Jul 7th Monthly Club Meeting

Sat, Jul 10th CLUB DIVER DAY, Goat Island Marine Reserve

Wed, Jul 21st Photo SIG with John Scott.

Wed, Aug 4th Guest Speakerd Leigh Findlay talking about his recent
dive trip to East Borneo

Sat, Aug 14th CLUB DIVER DAY, Mathesons Bay.

Wed, Aug 18th Photo SIG with John Scott.

Sat, Aug 21st Mid-Winter Christmas

Wed, Sep 1st Guest Speakerd lain Andersond club member and re-
nowned photographer who was nominated for the Montana Book Award
20009...

Mid-Winter Xmas Saturday 21st August

I t 6 sWinter Ximas time again.

Bring your Christmas cheer and appetite to this
\ annual event.

$20 Tickets available at the Bar

or call Cameron on #021 359 121

Welcome new members

Jerry Crumley , Adrian Oppalt, Stuart Lamble

www.westernunderwater.org.nz 4




Dive Shop Calendar
SUPPORTING THE PEOPLE WHO GET US WET

Destinations available every Weekend include the Poor Knights, Twin Wrecks,
Bay of Islands and other destinations available on alternating basis include Lit-
tle Barrier, Hen & Chicks, Gt Barrier, Mokohinaus, Goat Island and Tawha-
ranui.

GOAf‘r?ISLAND

TUTUKAKA - NEW ZEALAND

Bookings can be taken for singles or groups.
(Minimum numbers apply).
You can book any of these trips through Dive HQ West Auckland
(09) 8277008) or paul@divehawest.co.nz
or call in and see us at
5 Portage Rd, New Lynn.
The trip is the same price regardless of booking through us or by
booking direct.
Call Dive HQ West to book now!
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Diver Training

WI NTER SPECI AL PADI OPEN WATER COURSE
EVENING CLASS 510 Starts Monday 5™ July 6.30pm OW1  24™ July
Monday and Wednesday evenings ow2 7™ August
WEEKEND CLASS610  Starts Saturday 10" July  9.00am ow1l  17™ July
Course run over two consecutive weekends OW2  18™ July
DAY CLASS Starts Monday 5™ July 9.00am ow1l 7™ July
Starts Monday 12" July ~ 9.00am
Course runs over 4 consecutive days ow2 8™ July

PADI ADVANCED OPENWATER COURSE (July 31%/August 1%.)

Run over one weekend at Northland Dive. Includes all training, manuals, international certifica-

tion, accommodation, meals and boat dives, including the Wreck of the Canterbury. $550(own

gear) or $650 with hire equipment included.

RESCUE COURSE

Dates set to suit as required i Call Paul Oxton at Dive HQ West for details.

Career Diver Training

Looking for a career change???? Courses available:

1 National Certificate in Diving Foundation.
1 National Certificate in Diving Leadership.
il

Diploma in Professional Scuba Instruction i graduating as an Ad-

vanced Scuba Dive Instructor with 5 specialty ratings.

National Certificate in Retail.

National Certificate in Adult Education and Training.

Certificate In Medic First Aid Instruction.
Emaildeanne@divehgwest.co.nz

=A =4 =4

Next Diploma intake commencing end of January 2010.

Student Loans apply for these courses.

*Dive HQ West Auckland is an approved delivery site of The Academy

of Diving.
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Dive Club Online

www.westernunderwater.org.nz
The website should be a centre for members to keep up to date with diving ac-
tivitiesd keeping your diving passion alive!

Every WUDC member can provide content, photos, trip reports etc. Simply
email Kit the website manager and send the content to him.

Please visit and contribute forums, articles, reports, photos etc. Communicate
and organise trips.

NEW regular blog: Delicious monthly sea food recipes by Jasond Spook da
Chef!

Home Q

WUDC Inc. at 25 years is is one of New Zealand's oldest established Dive Clubs Our club caters for all age groups, skill
and expenence levels with well appomted club rooms 1o prowde a great meeting place to plot your next dves and interact
with your fellow dwvers

You can participate in a number of Special Interest Groups. including research, photography, wreck. hunting and
recreation. Contact the Dwe Club for more information, or login

View ail blog posts

Media
ino Stage ProductionLtd. At ichaes s 1
era Mike Macaualy View s medie
Forums

View il discussions

Bring Your Sport to the Surface!
& Internet | Protected Mode: On

Make this website your success!
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BOUTI QUEG LI VE ABOARD DI VI NG

Text and Images by Lee Findlay

hat is O6boutique I|live aboard divingb
be answered as we arrived at Manado airport in North Sulawesi, Indone-

sia. We were met by representatives of the MSY Damai, and loaded
into cars for the one hour transfer to Bitung harbour, where the boat was waiting for
us, ready to set off on a 14 night cruise ending in Tarakan, East Borneo.

The MSY Damai under sail.

Six months previously, while researching
various options for
we had been attracted to the MSY Damai
due its promise of
aboard divingo6 for
and huge 300 sq ft cabins (unheard of for
a live aboard). It was quite new (launched
in August 2009), promised unlimited diving |
and 24 hour service, and was about the
same price as other options we were
considering (although rates have subse-
qguently increased substantially). It seemed to tick all the boxes, and we grabbed it with
both hands, despite this particular trip
ing passengers while repositioning the boat through an area that is not known for its
diving). The excitement built when

we got our first glimpse of the boat
as we were ferried out from the Bi-
tung dock, and initial impressions did
not disappoint. The boat is a tradi-
tional I ndonesi an
and was relatively large at 33m long

B and 8m wide, especially given the
small 8-10 guest maximum that it

| caters for. And it offered a number of

= things that tend to be either rare or

"% previously unknown for live aboard

" dive boats:

Turtle at Barracuda Point, Kakaban Is
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A The four cabins wer e unbelievabl e
figurations and all are around 300 sq ftin size. The twins had two queen size

beds and the doubles have a single king size bed. All had ensuite bathrooms (that
actually have a bath in them!) and separate ; - ~
standard flush toilets. There were also two Sk ;

desks in each room. Toiletries (shampoo, e
conditioner, body wash, body lotion) and
bath robes were provided and a daily laun-
dry service was available at no extra
charge. There is also a 5th cabin available
for the use of the charter organiser. This
simply has the usual twin bunk arrangement.

A There i s a dedi
everyone has an individual station for
their equipment.

A Top of the line
cluding dive computers, is available for use
at no extra charge and, if certified, Nitrox
(32-33%) is also free of charge.

Spotted moray at Muaras Reef

A Dive stations have indi vidual ri nse
A A masseuse i s avail abl e for after
A Unlimited beer, house wine and soft dr

A Other cl ai ms i
service and unlimited diving with a
maximum three guests per guide.

Barracuda Point, KakaBan Is

www.westernunderwater.org.nz 9



Did it live up to the hype and meet expectations? The answer is mostly yes, but more
about that | ater. More importantly, wh

at

for, and In that regard the old rugby sayingi fa game of itcanoestbmihdv e

Remember it was

ued along the west coast of North
M Sul awesi into th

This was the exploratory area, and so
it was to prove. Over 3 days we did 7
dives along this coast and none of
them were particularly good. The vis
was poor, generally only ~10m, and
there was not a lot to see, eitherin
the way of coral or critters.

Pristine coral garden at Kakaban Is

To make matters worse, due to crew negligence, we ran out of fresh water and
had to remain at anchor for two days in poor diving areas in order to make more wa-
ter.

Finally though, after crossing the Celebes Sea, we started diving the offshore
reefs and islands of the East Borneo coast, and the diving improved dramatically.

We spent 7 days diving Muaras Reef, Sangalaki Is, Kakaban Is, Maratua Is and
Derawan Is. Apart from Derawan (which is muck diving,) the diving in this area is
usually drifts along vertical walls and through channels.

The pick of the bunch were Kakaban and Maratua, where we got big schools of
barracuda, numerous turtles, pristine coral gardens, a plethora of reef fish life and
vis that was mostly 30m plus! We were happy campers.

Noticeable by their almost complete absence however were the sharks and
other pelagics. We hardly saw a whitetip, let alone any serious sharks, which is
no doubt the result of the shark finning trade that continues unabated.

www.westernunderwater.org.nz 10
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Unfortunately, dynamite fishing is also still quite prevalent in many areas of Indone-
sia, and we heard explosions on a number of dives.

In all 1 did 36 dives, having passed on only 2 night dives. Hardly what | would call
Afunlimited divingodo, and the | owest dives/
fair though, the boat did cover a large amount of ground, and the need to keep moving

at times resulted in an inability to dive.

chomodoris leoparda, Derawan Is

So, after a bit of a rocky start, we finished on a major high note. | would rate the boat
an 8 out of 10 - the accommodation was the best | have ever experienced but in other
ways it did not fully deliver onits | advertised promises.

The diving was only a 3for the first half of the trip, buta 9 for the second half.
Overall we were quite satisfied, particularly as we had paid only US$255 per
night. Would | do another Damai trip at the currently advertised rates of US$450 per
night?

| 6d have to think | ong and hard about t he
look out fora full presentation on this trip at a future monthly dive club meeting.

www.westernunderwater.org.nz 11



The Underwater Photography Special Interest Group (SIG)

The Underwater Photography SIG welcomes anyone from absolute be-
ginner to expert to meet on the third Wednesday of each month, you
dond6t even need to own a camer a.

If you would like to take better pictures when you are diving or just enjoy
looking at underwater photographs or video then come along to our in-
formal get-together, we start at 8.00. At each SIG meeting we share our
images or videos from local trips or tropical destinations. Each month we
will also focus on improving some of the techniques or technical knowl-
edge that will help improve the way we take underwater photos.

Presentations for 2010 will include.
Award winning photos from around the world
How to set up and use an underwater camera
Do6és and dondéts of wunderwater ph
Composing the perfect picture
Lighting underwater i Ambient vs Flash Photography
Exposure, White balance & ISO
Underwater Video photography
How to create a slide show
How to correct and improve your pictures on a computer

JUNIOR OPENWATER
Campbell Longmire
OPENWATER

Daniel Longmire

Matt Major

Lucien Bonne

ADVANCED OPENWATER
Sarah Backhouse-Smith
RESCUE

Steven Davis

Sincere congratulations to all! Well Done!
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Dive HQ West Tertiary Team Update

Our tertiary team have their heads buried
in Divemaster manuals at the moment

and about to sit t hi

any one of them to write an article for the
magazine this month.

The winter months upon us the class-
room has a resemblance to a sick bay.
PoPo, Shane and Roger all with the flu,
Rocky requiring severe dental work and
our lovely Rachel on crutches and out of
the water for four weeks.

This team have been awesome in sup-
porting the club we thank you for that and
wish you well with your forthcoming
exam.

June 28 sees the commencement of a
new diploma intake and we have seven
students enrolled for this class. Roger
will be extremely busy with 15 fulltime
students until the end of year. Dive HQ
West and Dive HQ Central are the only
two tertiary sites in Auckland audited to
deliver these diploma courses.

In the 2010 budget the government an-
nounced cuts in funding which in turn
means we are limited to the number of
students in each intake.  There were
many disappointed candidates for the
June intake, | think | turned away approxi-
mately 10 prospective students, so if you
know of anyone who is interested in do-
ing the Diploma tell them to contact me
early for the January intake.

Also, thanks to Club Captain Roger do-
ing an awesome job already getting
members out there diving .

DEANNE OXTON

www.westernunderwater.org.nz

Rachel
Pauling

Daniel
Neill

Steven
Davis

Leanne
Nlcoll

Rocky
Mewburn

Tashi
Buchi

Michael
Meisner

Shayne
Tautu
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Trip Report to Matheson Bay on the 12

As | missed last months dive to Goat
Island, which I still have not been too,
| tried to make sure everything was
in place to attend this months visit,
to Mathesons Bay. Incidentally, |
must be a deprived diver, as | had
not been there before either. Re-
gardless, Roger had mentioned on
the Wednesday prior that it was still
all go, even with the 30 knot west-
erlies. The meeting time was 9:30
10:00 at the northern end of the bay.
Due to family commitments, |
needed to take my boy for swimming
lessons from 9:30 to 10 at West
Wave, | knew | would miss the first
dive but make the second. The dive
up was uneventful except for the fact
that the weather improved the fur-
ther | drove. | got to the carpark
around 11:45 to find everyone get-
ting their gear together and some in
their suits. | believe there was 10
people from the club there, of which |
knew 3 and soon met some others.
Plans were to split into two groups,

with 4 of us diving around island and

" June 2010

the others went further north in the

borrowed 6Tin Fisho

As mentioned, things were a bit
rushed as | found out | managed to
leave my dive gloves at home, but
how cold could the water be already,
as it was still nice last month. As |
was passing my gear on the the boat,
| realised the next mistake, my dive
belt was not with my gear; that was
still at home as well. Fortunately, in
the dive trailer there was a spare belt
and between a few spare weights
around there was enough weight for
me to go down. | partnered up with
Jo and we set our path of nor nor
west by north west type direction.
That would take us around the out-
side of the island to the channel and
then we would swim in. We popped
into the water and descended to the
bottom at about 11 metres and the

visibility was shocking at 3 metres.
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Trip Report (continued)

At the bottom we chose our direction
and me being new to the area, | de-
cided to follow Jo but often ended up
in front. The scenery could have
been better but we kept looking
around anyway as | also really
wanted to understand how to get
better pictures from the camera.
After downloading these photos, |
could see that | still need to attend
more Wednesday night photo talks

with John and a lot more practise,

practise, practise.

The fish live included juvenile king-
fish and snapper, an inquisitive
leatherjacket, heaps of spotties and
wrasse. Jo tried to stir up the fish live

by opening a few kina, but it was only

a few wrasse that came for the food.

Before we knew it, we ended up in
very shallow water. After surfacing
we found that we had swum up one
of the channels and were parked on
the outside edge of the island. A
short surface / snorkel type swim
took us around to the main channel
and off to the beach we went. It
must have been low tide as we went
through the channel as we ended up
straddling some of the pinnacles go-

ing from pool to pool; either that we

again we chose the wrong path.

After dropping the gear at the car, Jo
explained that this was her second
dive for the day; as she got bored
waiting for the main group to turn up,

went out to check out the area.

The others arrive back as | was ready
to leave so | did not find out have
successful they were. | can definitely
see the potential when the visibility
clears. And in the end we all enjoyed

the sausages and bread.

Benny

www.westernunderwater.org.nz
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