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Indian Night 

Friday, 27th January 
from 6:30pm 

 
 

- keeping your diving Passion alive - 

 
1st Feb Wednesday  

Monthly Meeting 
John Scott presents Coral Sea Trip 

Vlamings Big Nose Unicorn Fish (Naso vlamingii), Maldives, Photo: Lee Findlay 
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Editor Cameron Smirk Mobile:  021 359 121 
Sub-Editor Jason Bartlett Mobile:  0272 976 551 
 

Foreign Correspondents 
Brazil: Paulo Machado Paulo@machadoboatdesign.com 
Australia: Boof boofhead12@gmail.com 
Canada Mike Macauly decoscubaboy@gmail.com 

The Bottom Times Contacts 

Club Hours of Operation: Open every Wednesday and Friday from 7:30pm. 

Advertising Rates: 
Quarter page:  $20.00 / issue 
Half page: $35.00 / issue 
Full page:  $65.00 / issue 

The deadline for contributions, advertising and letters to the Editor is 10th of the 
month prior to publishing with the magazine published on the 17th of that Month.  

Any opinions expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily the opinion of the editor or 
WUDC committee. Anonymous letters to the Editor will not be published. 

For advertising, letters to the Editor or other enquiries Contact the Editor,  
Cameron Smirk  Mob: 021 359 121 or cam@spotx.com 

Clubrooms  Hireage: The club is available for  hire for private functions. 
Please contact Deanne on ph: 827 7008 for function enquiries. 

5 Portage Road,  New Lynn, Auckland, Tel: 827-7683 

Dive Club Committee 
President Cameron Smirk Mobile:  021 359 121 
Vice President Deanne Oxton Business: 09 827 7008 
Club Captain Roger Crimmins Mobile: 021 0233 3600 
Secretary Mark Robinson Business:  09 550 8101 
Treasurer Deanne Oxton Business:  09 827 7008 
Photography SIG John Scott  Private:  09 817 8640 
Research Team Mike Percy Mobile:  021 661 832 

 
 

Western Underwater Dive Club Inc. 

Back Issues>>>>>>>>>>>> 
are available for download from  
The Dive Club website:  
www.westernunderwater.org.nz 

December October November 
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The Bottom Line - from the President 
Happy new year and I hope everyone 
had a great Christmas and new year 
break. I know getting diving in over the 
holidays has been difficult with the 
weather  making it tricky to get out there. 
 
The big event in December last year was 
prize giving which was well attended.  
Congratulations to all the winners and 
thank you to all participants. The partici-
pants for the pool competition held on 
Saturday 26

th
 November were so few I 

doubt that we will be running in that for-
mat again. With so many good players 
within the club, it maybe that the competi-
tion can run through the year rather than 
a knockout competition at year end. 
 
Many thanks to Paul Oxton for judging this 
yearôs photography entries. As Paul was 
impressed with quality of the entries, he is 
probably wondering why he has got more 
submissions to the DiveHQ West calendar. 
Less photographers entered this year (10 
vs 13 last year) as some of our regulars 
struggled with camera changes or just 
getting the shot which resulted in less 
photos entered (115 vs 217 last year)  but 
generally the comment was that quality 
had improved across the board. A techni-
cal  clinch  meant  that  the  
Photography awards were presented at a 
Photography  Special  Interest  meeting 
which was well attended. 
 
We have some outstanding winners of 
club trophies  this year. Possibly Most 
Improved awards have a underlying how 
good were they before they started im-
proving, but this yearôs winner of Most 
Improved Diver, Joanne Selby  has truly 
excelled culminating in the trip to Truk and 
again a first award in photography, and 
not the Novice Cup this year. Ian Grace 

has always been there and lately took on 
selling raffle tickets for the club. Mike 
Percy was given the Wyland Award, and is 
one life member who remains active within 
the club, has this year taken on the Envi-
ronment portfolio with NZUA and still find 
the time to clean the club on a weekly 
basis. I know Iôm driven by Club matters 
however Mike is relentless in his believe 
that the environment matters. 
  
Although 2011 was a successful year for 
the Dive Club financial. With 3 months 
still to go the Club has already the high-
est bar turnover for the last 6 years which 
is impressive as the club has generally 
only made a profit due to anniversary 
celebrations. Made more impressive by 
the fact that the financial membership still 
hovers at the same level as last year. 
Again we look to improve the dive club 
membership and in part the increased 
number and frequency of dives should go 
part of the way towards helping that situa-
tion. 
 
Boof was the winner of the canvas print in 
the brick raffle with Michelle Bishop and 
Benny Larsen winning a dive log and 
Club Tee Shirt. All entries now have a 
brick with their name on the Club rafters. 
$15 to anyone who wishes a club brick. 
 
Remember this mag is always keen to 
publish your dive trip reports. Apart the 
Tertiary Team dive trip reports there have 
been no submitted dive trips from mem-
bers for last year. Hopefully this is some-
thing that members will rectify this year. 
Thankyou to Deanne for the shop up-
dates, Mike for his Research Team up-
dates and Spook for those recipes.   

Happy Diving. Cameron Smirk, President 
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Dive Club Calendar 
The club is open every Wednesday and Friday from 7:30pm to 10:30pm 

11th Jan Wednesday, First Club Night open for 2012 
 
13th Jan Friday, Club Night 
 
18th Jan Wednesday, Club Night 
 
20th Jan Friday, Club Night 
 
25th Jan Wednesday, Club Night 
 
27th Jan Friday, 6:30pm: Indian Night: 

$8 with a choice of:$8 with a choice of:  

Meat CurryMeat Curry  

Vegetable CurryVegetable Curry  

PoppadomsPoppadoms  
 
1st Feb Wednesday Monthly MeetingðJohn ScottðCoral Sea 

 
Supporting the People who get us Wet 

Destinations available every Weekend include the Poor Knights, Twin Wrecks, 
Bay of Islands and other destinations available on alternating basis include Lit-
tle Barrier, Hen & Chicks, Gt Barrier, Mokohinaus, Goat Island & Tawharanui. 
 
 
 

 
 

Contact Paul Oxton at Dive HQ West 
5 Portage Road,  New Lynn, Ph: 827 7008 

paul@divehqwest.co.nz, www.divehqwest.co.nz 
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Spot X Tides 
Predicted Tide times are as per 
the NZ Nautical Almanac and may 
differ from the actual tides  
observed. 

Auckland Time Differences 

 High 
Mins 

Low 
Mins 

Coromandel Harbour -21 -15 

Mangawhai Head +05 +05 

Sandspit +05 +05 

Kawau -15 -04 

Mangawhai Heads +05 +05 

Matiatia ðWaiheke 0 +10 

Tititiri Matangi Island +10 -3 

Tutukaka Harbour -08 +05 

Weiti River Entrance +01 +07 

Onehunga Time Differences 

Bethellôs Beach -40 -50 

Cornwallis -20 -11 

Muriwai Beach -40 -30 

Papakura Channel -31 -20 

Waiuku +30 +30 

Spot X Diving Spot 

WUDC Shore Dive Challenge 
The Shore Dive challenge is an initiative to find the perfect shore dive within three 
hours of Auckland.  The end game would be to select the best shore dive site to ulti-
mately establish a guided wire dive similar to those in Tauranga and Lake Pupuke.  
Neil De Jong has identified 100 proposed Shore Dive sites which over the next year or 
two the club is looking to dive. So if you are tried of diving Goat, Mathesons and Jones 

Bay then get into the Shore Dive Challenge. Future editions detail where, when & how. 
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For Club Diving 2011, which started 
from the 1st June to 21 Nov 2011 the 
club had 28 Diving Days involving 31 
divers and 3 overseas trips. 
Dive Locations by number: 
4 days in Lake Pupuke 
6 days in Solomons 
1 day at Goat Island 
1 day at Mokaknias 
2 days at Jones Bay 
8 days in Truk 
2 days at Fantail Bay 
4 days in Corel Sea 

Results Club Dives  2011 

28 Club Dive Days Leader Diver 

Andrew Ferguson 0 10 

Dave Sherry 0 8 

Joanne  Selby 0 8 

Steve Roberts 0 6 

Willy Ritson 0 6 

Bruce Porter 0 5 

Michael Lawson 0 5 

Roger Crimmins 2 4 

John Scott 0 4 

Lee Findlay 0 4 

Mark Stoneman 0 4 

Paul Collison 0 4 

Peng 2 3 

Benny Larsen 0 3 

Dylan Paul 0 3 

Katrina Natua 0 3 

Neil de Jong 0 3 

Reece Davidson 0 3 

David Curran 0 2 

Evangeline Smith 0 2 

Ian Grace 0 2 

Joseph Parsons 0 2 

Leuila Tautogi 0 2 

Mike Fenwick 0 2 

Stephen Kennedy 0 2 

Cliff Harrington 0 1 

Jared Haslemore 0 1 

Jason Bartlett 0 1 

Kerry Harrington 0 1 

Boof 3 0 

Michael Meisner 1 0 

Club Diving 2012 
1 Club Dive Day Leader Diver 

Peter Goodson 0 1 

Jared Haslemore 0 1 

Neil de Jong 0 1 

2012 Diving started on the  
10th December 2011 with the Corn-
wallis Scallop Dive. It was windy from 
Souheast so the waves were choppy 
enough to discourage a number of 
divers that it was not worth it. Scal-
lops were relative scarce however 
enough legals for a feed. 
 
Lets make diving days as successful 
as 2011 so if anyone wants to organ-
ise a dive, please talk to a committee 
member.  
 
With early planning underway for 
2012 Club dives to Truk and the Mik-
hail Lermontov so we are in for an-
other interesting year diving.  
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OPENWATER 
Laurence Dufaur Reif Gillett  Grayson Rowe 
Timothy Gordon Matthew Robinson Jun Xing 
Brent Clark  Amanda Donaldson Tim Gage 
Wesley Donaldson Andrew Clabrough Josh Burt 
Timothy Stevens Freya Tilling  Lisa Norman 
Samuel Dockery Michael Speck  Ruth Fletcher 
Phil Platt  Natasha Hemara Isabella McCarthy 
Kieren Norman Liam MacKenzie Jack Synnott 
Paul Herbert  Alexander Gaffaney Grace Walker 
Gabrielle Holden James Scott  Derryn Taylor 
Aaron Fisher  Chris Gwilliam  Dan Redman 
Jeffrey Walker 

DIVEMASTERS 
Joseph Parsons Dylan Paul  Evangeline Smith 
Leuila Tautogi  Stephen Kennedy Katrina Natua 
Reece Davidson 

Milestones 

Andrew Ferguson Allan Roche  Murray, Brett and Erin Christensen 

Renewing Members 

Welcome, we look forward to catching up with you all in the club. 

Recipe Of The Month 


