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February 2010  The Bottom Times  

Future Events 
 

Wednesday, February 3rd 
Club Night 

 
Saturday February 13th 

Scallop Dive At Jones Bay 
 

Wednesday, February 17th 
Photography SIG (John Scott) 

See Award Winning Pics From Around 
The World. 

 
Sat & Sun,  March 20th & 21st 

Cow ShedðTrip of the year 
Be in quick.  See inside this issue for 

details. 
 
 

CHECK OUT THE TROPHIE WINNERS 
INSIDE THIS ISSUE. 

WELCOME TO 2010, WEõVE MISSED YOU. 
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Committee 
President Cameron Smirk Mobile:  021 359 121 
Secretary Andrew Ferguson Mobile:  0272 802 019 
Treasurer Deanne Oxton Business:  09 827 7008 
Vice President Dave Sherry Mobile:  021 449 650 
Junior SIG Andrew Ferguson Mobile:  0272 802 019 
Photography SIG John Scott  Private:  09 817 8640 
Research Team Mike Percy Mobile:  021 661 832 
Dive Coordinator  Jason Bartlett Mobile: 0272 976 551 
Membership Damon Albert Business:  09 827 7008 
Events Jason Bartlett Mobile:   0272 976 551 
Website Kit Bishop Private:  09 838 9605 
Magazine Editor Jason Bartlett Mobile:  0272 976 551 

 

Foreign Correspondents 
 

Brazil: Paulo Machado Paulo@machadoboatdesign.com 
Australia: Sandra Bogun double0trouble@hotmail.com 
Thailand: Mark Anderson whoisbiga@gmail.com 

Western Underwater Contacts 

Western Underwater Dive Club Inc. 
5 Portage Road,  New Lynn, Auckland 

Tel: 827-7683 

Club Hours of Operation: 
The club is open every Wednesday and Friday from 7:30pm. 

Advertising Rates: 
Quarter page:  $20.00 / issue 
Half page: $35.00 / issue 
Full page:  $65.00 / issue 

The deadline for contributions, advertising and Letters to the Editor is 10th of 
the month of publishing. The magazine is published on the 17th of the Month 

prior to the month to which it applies.  

Any opinions expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily the opinion of the editor or 
WUDC committee. Anonymous letters to the Editor will not be published. 

For advertising, Letters to the Editor or other enquiries 
Contact the Editor, Jason Bartlett 

0272 976 551 or spook_da_chef@xtra.co.nz. 

Clubrooms  Hireage: 
The club is available for  hire for private functions. Please contact Deanne on 
ph: 827 7008 for function enquiries. 
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The Bottom Line - keeping your diving Passion alive. 

Welcome to another year at the Dive 
club. Hopefully you have all had a 
great Christmas and New Year. 
 
Last year ended with the xmas party 
and Prize Giving. It was possibly the 
greatest number of members I have 
seen at the Dive Club. Not everyone 
could win a trophy so I thank the 
Committee for the difficult choices in 
choosing the winners.  
 
A special mention must go to the 
Photography Competitions which 
have gone from 3 people submitting 
15 photos to 15 people over 200 pho-
tos, so congrats not just for the win-
ners but also John Scott as the Pho-
tography Judge. If you want to see 
what all the excitement about under-
water photography then you should 
come to the monthly Photography 
Special Interest meeting on 3rd 
Wednesday of the Month. 
 
The long running DiveHQ West 
FAFLFOO Award was won by An-
drew Fergusson. So last year mystery 
was finally revealed with  
FAFLFOO as the Free Air For Life 
For Original Owner, which comes with 
a Faber cylinder. Fantastic Prize and 
great to have DiveHQ West support-
ing the Club. 
 
It thanks again to Willie Ritson, who is 
stepping down as Club Captain after 
a couple of years of getting every-
thing behind the bar and around the 
club shipshape, from repairing floor to 

replacing those balcony spotlights. 
The idea is to give Willie more time 
for diving so hopefully you should be 
seeing Willie on more Dive Trips. 
 
No one person can possibly to do all 
the jobs that Willie was doing as Club 
Captain so we will be breaking the 
role down into manageable roles. Ja-
son Bartlett has stepped in as Bar/
Hospitality Manager, which has been 
especially important as we go through 
the 3 yearly process of renewing our 
Bar license. With application fees and 
public notices in the Western Leader  
itôs turning out to be quite an expen-
sive process, so please support the 
bar as best you can. 
 
Another person who will be departing 
our shores is Damos Albert, who is 
returning home to Fiji to work in the 
Dive Industry there.  I know a lot of 
new members would have done their 
Dive Training through DiveHQ West 
Auckland and Iôm sure everyone 
would wish Damos well, and perhaps 
be a little envious of warmer waters   
 
The Committee has been working 
hard to bring a new year calendar full 
of diving and club events , so be sure 
to check the Events and Dive Calen-
dar .  
 
Good Diving,  Cameron Smirk 
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Club Calendar 

 
Wednesday,  February 17th  Photography SIG Coaching. 
John Scott presents an impressive ensemble of tricks and tips to enhance you photo-
graphic finesse.   
 
Saturday, February 14th Scallop Dive at Jones Bay.  This will  
 
 
Sat & Sun, March 20th & 21st  Cowshed Club Dive: see page . 
 
Sat, May 1st  A NIGHT IN PROVANCEðTreat yourself to a night of 
French seafood prepared by Spook Da Chef.  Kicking off at 08:00 until 
late.  Listen to French jazz and dine on French traditional seafood.  Cost 
is $25.00 per person.  Bar service additional.  Partners welcome. 
 
 
 

Welcome 

RENEWING MEMBERS 
Tim Snape 

Allice and Steve Rossen, Allan Roche, Barry McKoy 
Ian Herring 

 
NEW MEMBERS 

Daniel Niell, Jesse Turner,James Moon 

Michael Meisner 

Tim, Jessie and Frazer Ellis 

Emma Chan. 

 

The President and Committee welcomes all new and renewing 

members. We look forward to seeing you all in the club rooms.  
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Destinations available every Weekend include the Poor Knights, Twin Wrecks, 
Bay of Islands and other destinations available on alternating basis include Lit-
tle Barrier, Hen & Chicks, Gt Barrier, Mokohinaus, Goat Island and Tawha-
ranui. 
Destinations available every Weekend include the Poor Knights, Twin Wrecks, 
Bay of Islands and other destinations available on alternating basis include Lit-
tle Barrier, Hen & Chicks, Gt Barrier, Mokohinaus, Goat Island and Tawha-
ranui. 
 
Sunday 21st February  Poor Knights departing Tutukaka   
          Boat ñDive Tutukakaò, World rated dive  
     Sites. Suitable for all divers   $130.00 
 

 

Sat 20th and Sun 21st March  Northland Diveðthe famous Cowshed! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bookings can be taken for singles or groups. 
(Minimum numbers apply).  

You can book any of these trips through Dive HQ West Auckland 
(09)  8277008) or paul@divehqwest.co.nz 

or call in and see us at  
5 Portage Rd, New Lynn.  

The trip is the same price regardless of booking through us or by 
booking direct. 

Call Dive HQ West to book now! 

Dive Trips Calendar 

mailto:paul@divehqwest.co.nz
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Diver Training 
  PADI  OPENWATER  DIVE  COURSE 
 
WEEKEND CLASS Starts Saturday 6

th
 February  O/W1  13

th
 February 

Cost $399.00  Run over two consecutive weekends O/W2  14
th
 February 

 

EVENING CLASS Starts Monday 1
st
 February  O/W1  20

th
 February 

Cost $399.00  Monday and Wednesday evenings O/W2   6
th
 March 

 

Prices vary from as low as $199.00 if you buy your equipment prior to training.   Our 
standard price is $399.00 although we do run private one on one courses on request.   
School holiday courses set for the first week in every term run at $299.00. 
 

  PADI ADVANCED OPENWATER COURSE 
  27

TH
 and  28

TH
 February ï FULL 

Run over one weekend at Northland Dive.   Includes all training, manuals, international 
certification, accommodation, meals and boat dives, including the Wreck of the Canter-
bury. $550(own gear) or $650 with hire equipment included.   Dates set to suit as re-
quired. 
  RESCUE COURSE 
  Dates set to suit as required ï call to enquire. 

Career Diver Training 

Looking for a career change????  Courses available: 

National Certificate in Diving Foundation. 
National Certificate in Diving Leadership. 
Diploma in Professional Scuba Instruction ï graduating as an Ad-
vanced Scuba Dive Instructor with 5 specialty ratings. 
National Certificate in Retail. 
National Certificate in Adult Education and Training. 
Certificate In Medic First Aid Instruction. 

 
Next Diploma intake commencing end of January 2010.  

Student Loans apply for these courses.  
*Dive HQ West Auckland is an approved delivery site of The Academy 

of Diving. 
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www.westernunderwater.org.nz 
The website should be a centre for members to keep up to date with diving ac-
tivitiesðkeeping your diving passion alive! 
 
Every WUDC member can provide content, photos, trip reports etc.  Simply 
email Kit the website manager and send the content to him. 
 
Please visit and contribute forums, articles, reports, photos etc.  Communicate 
and organise trips. 
 
NEW regular blog: Delicious monthly sea food recipes by JasonðSpook da 
Chef!  
 

 
Make this website your success! 

 
 
 

Dive Club Online 
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And The Award Goes To... 
 
Photographic Awards For 2009... 
 
 
Sub Aqua Cup - Best Diving Related   1

st
   Mike Fenwick 

      2
nd

    Mark Robinson 
      3

rd
   Jason Bartlett 

 
Best Black & White       1

st 
Jason Bartlett 

      2
nd

  Mike Fenwick 
      3

rd
  Mark Robinson 

        
Novice cup      1

st 
Michelle Bishop 

                                    2
nd

  Pauline Scott 
                                    3

rd
   Steve Roberts 

 
Katy Oxton Trophy     1

st
     Paul Oxton 

                                                   2
nd

  Jason Bartlett 
                                                   3

rd
  Lee Findlay 

 
Best Portfolio      1

st 
Lee Findlay 

                                    2
nd

  Roger Crimmins 
                                    3

rd
  Mark Robinson 

 
Best Underwater Photo               1

st 
Roger Crimmins 

                                                                  2
nd

  Lee Findlay 
                                                                  3

rd
  Roger Crimmins 

 
Hollywood      1

st 
John Scott 

                                    2
nd

  Paulo Machado 
                                    3

rd
  Mike Fenwick 

 
 
Congratulations to everyone, not just the winners but everyone who entered pictures 
and enjoyed viewing the pictures. 
 
This was both enjoyable and inspirational.  Share YOUôRE pictures with us in the 2010 
competition.  Remember to enhance your skills with the assistance of John Scott and 
the Photographic SIG. 
 
FAFLFOOðCongratulations Andrew Ferguson for your outstanding effort in both the 
club and the shop. 
 
 



 

www.westernunderwater.org.nz  9  

2009 Dive Club Trophy Winners 
 

Trevor Zenovich trophy  Biggest Cray 
 Congratulations:  Tony Hawke 
 
 

Oxton Plate    Most improved diver 
 Congratulations:  Oliver Scott 
 
 

Colin Chandler trophy  Most interesting artefact recovered 
 Congratulations:  Roger Crimmins (Did you give Mark his teeth back) 
 
 

Sowry family trophy   Most valuable club member 
 Congratulations:  Jason Bartlett 
 
 

Gary Bosson trophy   Best overall Divemaster 
 Congratulations:  Paul Collinson 
 
 

John Dickey memorial  Most supportive new club member 
 Congratulations:  Bennie Larsen  
 
 

Murray Gallen trophy  Club diver of the year 
 Congratulations:  Michelle Bishop  
 
 

Peter Collins cup   Presidentôs choice 
 Congratulations: Deanne Oxton 
 
 

Colleen Mitchell trophy  Most active new diver female 
 Congratulations: Debby Shaw 
 
 

Jack Barrott trophy   Most active new diver male 
 Congratulations: Mike Fenwick 
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Trip Report # 1 

Dive Report for Matheson Bay January 2010 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Eager to make the most of the good weather and make our first dives for 
2010, 5 intrepid divers, Lynn, Andrea, Dave, Ian and myself packed our 
gear and headed off for Matheson's Bay near Leigh. When we were all 
assembled at the car park next to the beach we were greeted with the 
sight of a beautiful almost flat calm sea under a blue sky. We made our 
plans to surface swim out to the island, find the passage to the South 
East then submerge and go around the back of the island before head-
ing back for shore. Plans made we kitted up and headed out to the is-
land. 
After a fairly long but leisurely surface swim we arrived at the island and 
began trying to locate the Southeast Passage. Not as well known as its 
Northwest cousin this passage proved just as elusive and after some 
regrets for not bringing the mountaineering equipment we arrived at the 
far side of the island with all kit intact. 
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We split into buddy groups and submerged, with 12m visibility and a 
maximum depth of 10m we proceeded to see what was there. After see-
ing only a few juvenile Snapper some Clown Nudibranch and the occa-
sional small Leatherjacket we were starting to think the spear fishers we 
passed had chased or killed everything else.  

 
Then the dive was rescued with 
the appearance of a 1.5m Eagle 
Ray just as we reached the far end 
of the island. After a swim back to 
shore with only the disappearing 
fans of the bottom feeding shellfish 
to interest us we admitted that we 
were fairly disappointed with our 
outing to Matheson's Bay as we 
discussed the 68 minute dive over 
a picnic lunch. 
 

After lunch we asked who was going back in for a second dive and 5 
quickly became 2 as only Dave and myself seemed eager for a re-
peated fruitless search for life at Matheson's. We decided that a change 
of dive plan was required more in hope than thinking it would be any 
better. The plan was made to make the shorter swim out to the pas-
sage, which was now very visible at low tide, from the left side of the 
beach and just have a look around the rocks further round to the left. 
We kitted up again and headed out for the passage and things started 

to look hopeful as we passed over 

shoals of juvenile Kingfish before 

we submerged and headed left. 

Things were definitely looking up 

as we passed lots of kelp on the 

rocks and the Blue Cod and Kelp-

fish started to appear along with 

the Leatherjackets.  
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A short delay to play with a small 
Octopus then the appearance of an 
Eagle Ray and Matheson's was 
suddenly becoming an interesting 
place to dive. Further round I Was 
greeted with my first sighting of a 
Banded Nudibranch and some 
more Clown Nudibranch then we 
looked up to see that we had been 
surrounded by a shoal of good 
sized Yellowtail Kingfish which then 
just swam around us for about 3 minutes. We were only at 8m but a 
quick check of our gauges showed that we needed to be heading back. 
Encounters with another Eagle Ray and a Stingray on the return through 
the kelp and finally the appearance of a John Dory and Matheson's was 
definitely going into the óworth a return visitô section. We arrived back 
onshore after a 90 minute dive with smiles on both of our faces very 
happy with our dive site selection. 
 
We did manage a return visit but we had to wait a whole 6 days before 
the forecast and work allowed a return to Mathesons where we quickly 
kitted up and headed round to the left again. Two more dives and 
Mathesons is definitely staying on the list with more Stingray, Eagle Ray 
and Octopus encounters to keep even the most hard to please divers 
very happy. 
Four dives at Mathesons and Iôm sure that we will return as there is so 
much to see and shallow enough for anybody. Whatôs better is the pic-
tures even look 
good. 
 

Mike Fenwick 
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Recipe Of The Month 

Remove the legs from the crayfish, and poach the body in water with a little sea 

salt.  Remove the crayfish and refresh in cold water to prevent it cooking any 

further. 

Remove the tail and cut in half to extract the flesh, don't forget the flesh still in 

the body. 

Cut the flesh into 1 inch chunks and set aside. 

 

In a heavy based saucepan heat the oil and butter, add the onion, coriander 

roots and garlic.  Sautee until the onion is just transparent. Add the flour and 

mix well cooking for a further 2 minutes. 

 

Add the wine, crayfish legs and carcass coriander leaves and a little water.   

Bring to the boil and allow to simmer and thicken (about 15 minutes).  Remove 

the crayfish carcass from the broth and add the crayfish flesh. 

 

Season with salt and paper.  Heat long enough to warm through the flesh and 

serve drizzled with Grated Parmesan. 

Serve with thick cut crusty bread, a nice sauv blanc and great friends. 

SPOOK 

Ingredients: 
1 CrayfishðIn This case (Pack Horse) 

1 Tbls Freshly Chopped Garlic 

1 OnionðFinely Chopped 

3 Coriander RootsðFinely Chopped 

Coriander Leaves 

2c White WineðChardonnay works well. 

1 Tbls Butter 

1 Tbls Oil 

2 Tbsp Flour 

Grated Parmesan Cheese 

Garlic and Coriander Crayfish. 
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THE 2010               CLUB TRIP 
MARCH 20 ð 21 2010 

 

We have organised accommodation, diving and a WUDC party on the Saturday 
night! 

All we need is ééYOU! 
Non-divers are welcome so think about bringing the whole fam damily! 
You will need to book and pay a deposit at Dive HQ West as soon as possible to en-
sure you donôt miss out on this trip. 
 
here are a variety of accommodation options available and if you have your own 
boat, you can bring that along with your crew ï just let us know. 
The first 22 divers will be on Cowshedôs boats, anyone after that will back fill WUDC 
members boats if there is space and accommodation will be at the nearby Farmstay 
Backpackers.. 
 
We have accommodation slots for 35 people (twin share, dorms and camping) at 
The Cowshed and another 20-30 at The Farm just down the road. 
We have other accommodation options as well so it is very important to get your 
name down on the list NOW so we can make sure everyone is accommodated, fed, 
watered and importantly, dived! 
 
Finally there will be a WUDC function on the evening of Saturday 20 March, catered 
by The Cowshed with members helping out. 

Looking forward 

to you feedinô 

me some of those 

pesky Kina! 
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THE 2010               CLUB TRIP 

BOOK AT WUDC CLUB ROOMS ASAP!  
Advise package(s) qty of people and pay required deposit to bar staff or committee 

member at time of booking. 

 

COWSHED IS FIRST IN, FIRST SERVED FOR ACCOMODATION, FILLS AND 

BOATS! 

BUT - HAVE NO FEAR!  

WE HAVE A PLAN SO CUNNING YOU CAN PUT A TAIL ON IT AND CALL IT 

HELEN CLARKE!  

By arrangement with the Cowshed, when the COWSHED is FULL we will move you 

automatically to alternative accommodation and boats! 

 

If you want to take your own boat and have crew and/or spaces for more, please put 

your name, number of crew and available spaces (if any) on the SEPARATE list at 

WUDC BAR. 

REMEMBER IF YOU DONòT PAY YOUR DEPOSIT YOU RUN THE RISK OF 

DROPPING OFF THE LIST AS IT FILLS UP!  

 

Email Questions / requests to dsherry@osiris.co.nz or da_spookASAP! 

(Put ñCOWSHED TRIPò in subject line so it doesnôt go in my spam) 

 

FIRST COME, FIRST SERVED!  
LETòS MAKE THIS THE BIGGEST CLUB TRIP WEòVE EVER SEEN! 

Photo Opportunity on Canterbury!  

WUDC PARTY! 
From 5:30PM Saturday 20

th
 March 2010  

$20.00 per adult (under 16 free) 
BYOP (Bring Your Own Poison) 

AT THE COWSHED! 

mailto:dsherry@osiris.co.nz
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The Underwater Photography Special Interest Group (SIG) 

 
The Underwater Photography SIG welcomes anyone from absolute be-
ginner to expert to meet on the third Wednesday of each month, you 
donôt even need to own a camera. 
 
If you would like to take better pictures when you are diving or just enjoy 
looking at underwater photographs or video then come along to our in-
formal get-together, we start at 8.00. At each SIG meeting we share our 
images or videos from local trips or tropical destinations. Each month we 
will also focus on improving some of the techniques or technical knowl-
edge that will help improve the way we take underwater photos. 
 
 
http://picasa.google.com/ 
 
 
Picasa is Googleôs free photo editing software which is versatile and 
easy to use. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Presentations for 2010 will include. 

Award winning photos from around the world 
How to set up and use an underwater camera 
Doôs and donôts of underwater photography 
Composing the perfect picture 
Lighting underwater ï Ambient vs Flash Photography 
Exposure, White balance & ISO 
Underwater Video photography 
How to create a slide show 
How to correct and improve your pictures on a computer 
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Milestones 
 

JUNIOR OPENWATER 
Alistair Haycock  Jade Duffield  Courtney Bennell 
Sally Young  Kate Young   Jarrod Mead 
 
OPENWATER 
Sean Bryant  Victoria Lillicrap   Bruce Porter 
Jacques Lourens Andrew Newlands  Samuel Kelway 
Jesra Bond  Vanessa Hawkins  Stacy Kerrison 
Shannon Brown  Steven Wright   Linda May 
James Flett  Peter Goodson   Michael Judge 
Stephanie Gazel Brendan Walker   Jesse Pidgeon 
Rob Pidgeon  Daniel Millichamp  Emma Chan 
Barney Lennon  Samuel Hines   Shanon Scott 
Claire Overton  Victoria Sokolich  Alastair Barton 
Matthew Anderson James Moon   Richard Geurts 
Nicholas Armstrong Luke Moore   Michael Barton 
Dylan Plowright  Michelle Geurts   Simon Peck 
Jonathan Hutchison Isabelle Graham  Chantelle Smith 
John Gardner  Ryan Crowther   Daniel Peihopa 
Callum Faifua  Joseph Amundsen  Sam Koome 
Jess Pirrit 
 
ADVANCED OPENWATER 
Jack Terei  Suzannah Dodd   Tonchi Rosandich 
 
RESCUE 
Suzannah Dodd 
 
ENRICHED AIR DIVER 
Damos Albert 
 

DIVEMASTERS 
Jason Bartlett  Scott Christensen  Jamie Spurr 
Mathew Quintal  Daniel Hawks 

 
 
 

Sincere congratulations to all! Well Done! 
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Welcome to our new tertiary stu-
dents class No.25!   At present en-
rolments are still being  taken , five 
students are ready to commence 
at the end of January.  I would like 
to extend  to  Scott, Dan, Mat and 
Jamie  of CSI24  best wishes for 
their IDC starting this weekend   
16

th
.     

Also, welcome back to the broth-
ers  Shane and Steven Tautu who 
will be joining CSI25. 
 
The Diploma in Professional 
Scuba Instruction has been 
amended since 2009 and it is now 
a Padi requirement that the In-
structor must complete a Certifi-
cate in Medic First Aid career in-
struction, this makes the graduate 
highly qualified and sort after 
world wide.   Next month we will 
have photos of the new class and 

interesting dive experiences!   
Congratulations to Chris West on 
completing The NZQA National 
Certificate in Retail level 3 ï well 
done! 
 
 

DEANNE OXTON 

 

 

 

Photos of the new sacrifices will 

be made available next month. 

 

 

Dive HQ West Tertiary Team Update 

Daniel Hawks 

Scott Christensen Matthew Quintal 

Jamie Spurr 

Chris West 

Shane Tautu 

Steven Tautu 




