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The Bottom Times 

December 2011 
Issue: 227 

16th Nov Wed Spook de Chef  
A la Carteô Dinner   

 
23rd Nov Wed Truk 2012 Trip Brief 
Dave Sherry briefing of 2012 Trips 

 

- keeping your diving Passion alive - 

Prize Giving 7th December 
 

10th Dec Saturday,  
Xmas Dinner Party 

 

Eagle Ray ( Myliobtis tenuicaudatas), Tie Dye Arch, The Pinnacles, Poor Knights Islands,  

Photo: Paul Oxton. 
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Magazine 
Editor Cameron Smirk Mobile:  021 359 121 
Sub-Editor Jason Bartlett Mobile:  0272 976 551 

The Bottom Times Contacts 

Club Hours of Operation: 
The club is open every Wednesday and Friday from 7:30pm to 10:30pm 

Advertising Rates: 
Quarter page:  $20.00 / issue 
Half page: $35.00 / issue 
Full page:  $65.00 / issue 

The deadline for contributions, advertising and Letters to the Editor is 10th of 
the month of publishing. The magazine is published on the 17th of the Month 

prior to the month to which it applies.  

Any opinions expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily the opinion of the editor or 
WUDC committee. Anonymous letters to the Editor will not be published. 

For advertising, Letters to the Editor or other enquiries 
Contact the Editor, Cameron Smirk 

Mob: 021 359 121 or cam@spotx.com 

Clubrooms  Hireage: 
The club is available for  hire for private functions. Please contact Deanne on 
ph: 827 7008 for function enquiries. 

5 Portage Road,  New Lynn, Auckland, Tel: 827-7683 

Dive Club Committee 
President Cameron Smirk Mobile:  021 359 121 
Vice President Deanne Oxton Business: 09 827 7008 
Club Captain Roger Crimmins Mobile: 021 0233 3600 
Secretary Mark Robinson Business:  09 550 8101 
Treasurer Deanne Oxton Business:  09 827 7008 
Photography SIG John Scott  Private:  09 817 8640 
Research Team Mike Percy Mobile:  021 661 832 
Dive Coordinator Boof Mobile: 021 259 0630 
 

Western Underwater Dive Club Inc. 

Back Issues>>>>>>>>>>>> 
 
The Bottom Times for the five 
years are available for download 
from  the Dive Club Website: 
www.westernunderwater.org.nz 

November September October 
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The Bottom Line - from the President 

 
It was great to see so many members 
turn up for Markôs (ably assisted by 
Jo) presentation on Truk Lagoon. 
Possibly it was the biggest crowd for 
the year and we all heard a detailed 
account of Mark, Jo and Daveôs trip to 
Truk. For those that are interested in 
a trek to wreck heaven at Truk then 
there are planned trips for next year. 
Dave Sherry presents Truk 2012 trip 
briefing on the Wednesday the 23rd 
November.  
 
The 21st Nov cutoff for photography 
submissions for this years prize giving 
is almost upon us. Please all your 
photos to John Scott for judging be-
fore the 21st November 2011. The 
photo competitions have been very 
successful over the last couple of 
years and we look forward to this 
yearôs entries. John will not be judg-
ing the photography entries this year 
but thankfully Karen, a local photog-
rapher has agreed to be this yearôs 
judge.      
 
Also talking of Club Competitions, 
those members, men and women 
who are into Pool and Darts then we 
have the Club Trophy competitions 
on the Saturday 26th November. We 
will have the barbeque going to sus-
tain participants as the progress 
through the competition. 
 
Prize Giving is on the 7th December 
so be sure to get along to see the 
winners of all the diving, photography  

 
and other trophies.  
 
On the following Saturday, 10th De-
cember, we have our annual Christ-
mas Dinner Party. We will have the 
traditional ham and salads, however 
there has been such a demand for 
Deanne cauliflour and cheese sauce 
after the mid-winter xmas party that it 
looks to be a regular at our Christmas 
dinners. 
 
We have some a couple of Club scal-
lop dives planned before the end of 
the year. On Sunday, 20th November  
we are at Jones Bay, followed by a 
West Coast dive at Cornwallis on 
Sunday, 10th December dive. There 
will be sausages on the barbeque 
and available for barbequing scallops 
in the shell. 
 
Do not forget to put your name and 
date on the lollipop stick and into the 
monthly draw. John Scott won the 
Novemberôs draw and Boof won Oc-
toberôs draws.  
 
On a final note the Club Dive Rooms 

closed for Xmas and New Year be-

tween Thursday, 22nd Dec 2011 to 

Tuesday,10 Jan 2012.  

Happy Diving, Merry Christmas and 

Happy New Year.  

Cameron Smirk, WUDC President 
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Dive Club Calendar 
The club is open every Wednesday and Friday from 7:30pm to 10:30pm 

16th Nov Wed  Photography Special Interest Meeting  
16th Nov Wed  Spook A la Carte Menu  
 
20th Nov Sun Scallop dive Jones Bay.Meet 8:30am at Club or 10am on beach. 
 
23rd Nov Wed  Dave Sherry on Truk 2012. Trips are planned for July and  
  October. See page opposite for more details.  
 
26th Nov Sat 12noon Man & Womenôs Pool and Darts Competitions for 2011 
Trophies 
 

21st Nov, Monday, Closing Prize Giving Photography & Diving Competitions  

7th Dec, Wednesday, Monthly Meeting Prize Giving  

10th Dec Saturday Scallop dive Cornwallis. Meet on Jetty car park. Time TBA. 
 

10th Dec Saturday, 6pm Christmas Dinner Party 

21st Dec Wednesday, Last Club Night open for 2011 

22nd Decð10 Jan 2012  Club Dive Rooms closed for Xmas and New Year  

11th Jan Wednesday, First Club Night open for 2012 

 Spook de Chef  
A la Carteô Menu  

on Wednesday, 16th Nov starting 7:00pm 
our bar menu will be as follows: 

Entree 

Terrine of Black Pudding and Choritzo $12 

Main 
Bouillabaisse $20 

****Limited number of portions available so be in early****  

Eat well and enjoy the Photography SIG Meeting 
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Spot X Tides 
Predicted Tide times are as per 
the NZ Nautical Almanac and may 
differ from the actual tides  
observed. 

Auckland Time Differences 

 High 
Mins 

Low 
Mins 

Coromandel -21 -15 

Mangawhai Head +05 +05 

Sandspit +05 +05 

Kawau -15 -04 

Mangawhai Heads +05 +05 

Matiatia ðWaiheke 0 +10 

Tititiri Matangi Island +10 -3 

Tutukaka Harbour -08 +04 

Weiti River Entrance +01 +07 

Onehunga Time Differences 

Bethellôs Beach -40 -50 

Cornwallis -20 -11 

Muriwai Beach -40 -30 

Papakura Channel -31 -20 

Waiuku +30 +30 

Spot X Diving Spot 

WUDC Shore Dive Challenge 
The Shore Dive challenge is an initiative to find the perfect shore dive within three 
hours of Auckland.  The end game would be to select the best shore dive site to ulti-
mately establish a guided wire dive similar to those in Tauranga and Lake Pupuke.  
Neil De Jong has identified 100 proposed Shore Dive sites which over the next year or 
two the club is looking to dive. So if you are tried of diving Goat, Mathesons and Jones 

Bay then get into the Shore Dive Challenge. Future editions detail where, when & how. 
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With the cut-off at the 21st November for 
Dive Master (Dive Leader) of the year and 
Club Diver of the Year make sure you are 
on club dives. 
 
Currently at 27 Diving days since 1st June 
with the numbers having been updated the 
Coral Sea trip and for the  Fantail Bay on 
the weekend of the 5th and 6th November. 
.  

Club Diving Participation  
27 Club Dive Days Dive Leader Club Diver 

Andrew Ferguson 0 10 

Mark Stoneman 0 8 

Dave Sherry 0 8 

Joanne  Selby 0 8 

Steve Roberts 0 6 

Willy Ritson 0 6 

Bruce Porter 0 5 

Michael Lawson 0 5 

John Scott 0 4 

Lee Findlay 0 4 

Paul Collison 0 4 

Peng 2 3 

Roger Crimmins 2 2 

Benny Larsen 0 3 

Ian Grace 0 2 

Mike Fenwick 0 2 

Neil de Jong 0 2 

Dylan Paul 0 1 

Jason Bartlett 0 1 

Katrina Natua 0 1 

Reece Davidson 0 1 

Boof 2 0 

Michael Meisner 1 0 

Xmas Party 
 Bring your Christmas cheer to 
the Dive Clubôs XmaS Party. 

Saturday 10th Dec 2011 
from 6:00pm  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
WUDC Club Rooms, 5 Portage 

Road, New Lynn 
$20 Ticket to admit 1 person  

Brick Raffle 
We are  running a raffle to pur-

chase a Freeview Setbox 

 $15 for 3 draws 
1st Draw: Canvas Print 

plus Spot X dive book  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2nd Draw: WUDC Dive Log 
plus Spot X dive book  

3rd Draw: WUDC Tee-shirt 
plus Spot X dive book  

Draw at Prizegiving 7th December 

 
All entries get a brick with their 
name on it to be added to other 
members who helped build the 
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DIPLOMA IN SCUBA INSTRUCTION AND MEDIC FIRST AID INSTRUCTION 
Andrew Ruffles (Boof)   Michael Lawson (Lurch) 
 
JUNIOR  OPENWATER 
Dominic Sheehan   Cheyan Rule 
 
OPENWATER 
John Dede    Jonathan Clark 
Amanda Roberts   Karenza Yates 
Kit Dillon    Ben Riordan 
Sam Shearer    Connor Sheehan 
Christine Sheehan   Hamish Anderson 
Josh Leuenberger   Bevan Malcon 
Dorion Bell 

Milestones 

Emma Chan    Michelle Bishop 
Lee and Niv Findlay   Stephen Bone  
Peter Goodson 

Renewing Members 

Welcome, we look forward to catching up with you all in the club. 

Hamish Anderson  

New Members 

Recipe Of The Month 
With the scallop in season and with members already enjoying a feed or two we 
thought we would continue with scallop recipes from the Spot X Wild Foods book. 
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Dive HQ West Career Diver Training 

Looking for a career change????  Courses available: 

¶ National Certificate in Diving Foundation. 
¶ National Certificate in Diving Leadership. 
¶ Diploma in Professional Scuba Instruction ï graduating as an Ad-

vanced Scuba Dive Instructor with 5 specialty ratings. 
¶ National Certificate in Retail. 
¶ National Certificate in Adult Education and Training. 
¶ Certificate In Medic First Aid Instruction. 

  email deanne@divehqwest.co.nz 

Next Diploma intake commencing January 2012  
Student Loans apply for these courses.  

*Dive HQ West Auckland is an approved delivery site of The Academy 
of Diving, which is registered with NZQA. 

Diver Training 
 

PADI  OPENWATER  DIVE  COURSE 
 

EVENING CLASS Starts Monday 5th December 6:30pm OW1 Sat 8th   Jan  

Cost $450.00  Runs Monday & Tuesday evenings OW2  Sat 15th Jan 

WEEKEND CLASS Starts Saturday 10th December 9am OW1 Sat 17th  Dec 
Cost $450.00  Run during the day on weekends OW2 Sun 18th Dec 

DAY CLASS  Monday 12th December 9am  OW1 Wed 14thDec  

Cost $395.00  Course runs over 4 days  OW2  Thu  15thDec 

Prices vary from our standard price being $450.00 and $350.00 for winter season.  
Private one on one courses on request. School holiday courses set for the first week in 
every term run at $395.00. Try dives and refresher course on request. 
 
PADI  ADVANCED  OPEN WATER COURSE (to be advised) 
Run over one weekend at Northland Dive.   Includes all training, manuals, international 
certification, accommodation, meals and boat dives, including the Wreck of the Canter-
bury. $550 (own gear) or $650 with hire equipment included. 
 
CAREER  COURSE ï DIPLOMA IN PROFESSIONAL SCUBA INSTRUCTION 
Next Intake commencing 25th January 2012 

mailto:deanne@divehqwest.co.nz
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Dive HQ West Tertiary Team 

Our class is a tight bunch and weôve bonded together nicely. 
Weôve just recently moved classrooms and we designed it ourselves, it 
looks stunning. 
 
We have completed our divemaster swims and are looking forward to 
starting Divemaster.   Our entire class have a CSI28 bank account 
which we created so that we could raise money so we can all go on a 
dive charter boat to the Great Barrier for a weekend.   We have been 
selling raffle tickets to our family and friends each fortnight, our goal is 
$2,500.00, and we are halfway there already. 
 
Our class is excited for our trip away to Stoney Bay and Fantail Bay No-
vember 5,6,7,8,9, a trip out of Auckland and to a new dive site ï what 
more could you ask for? 
 

EVANGELINE  SMITH 

Joseph 
Parsons       

Katrina  
Natua 

Dylan  
Paul

  

Reece 
Davidson 

Leuila 
Tautogi  

CSI28:  

David  
Curran  

Evangeline 
Smith 

Stephen 
Kennedy 
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Considering other previous attempts to 
resurrect the Qceanz Event this time it 
went together very well.  All credit to 
Shane and Nicky Wasik and not for-
getting the team of volunteers from the 
Mount Maunganui Dive Club. It took 
guts to put this event together and 
congratulations  to  the  Oceanz 
2011Team. 

 
As the NZUA was part sponsor, my part 
was running both a NZUA and a Project 
AWARE stand, which were side by side. 
I started with a non stress Friday drive 
down to Tauranga - beats going to work. 
Booked into the Harbour City Motor Inn, 
right opposite the Baycourt Complex, 
where Oceanz was being held -what 
couldnôt be better? 
 
Seeing all the familiar faces, in part it 
was like setting up at the Hutchwilco 
New Zealand Boat Show but on a much 
smaller scale. The Baycourt Complex 
was an ideal venue and everything was 
mapped out to precision. The audito-
rium was amazing, easily comfortably 
seating five hundred plus and the pro-
jection and sound was very clear.  

 
In fact it was so comfortable I could 
have easily nodded off during a pres-
entation. 

 
 
 
My marine debris presentation was to 
be held in the much smaller Terrace 
Room seating about fifty. I shook my 
head in disbelief looking at the six year 
old Tauranga Council IBM laptop they 
had loaned for presentations - no way 
was it going to play MP4 video. Lucky I 
had brought my laptop along. Outside 
was a grassed area with two small 
marquees and other attractions such 
as a recompression chamber about the 
size of a small container. 
 
As you walked in through the entrance 
you were met by the underwater pho-
tography  competition  display.  What 
amazing  photography with  overseas 
entries  and  some  well-known  local 
photographers like Iain Anderson.  
 

Team NZUA 

Oceanz 2011 Dive Conference & Exhibition Nov 12 - 13 


