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The Bottom Times 

  

December 2010 

CLUB PRIZE GIVING 
December the 1st. 

 

CLUB XMAS DINNER 
Friday the 3rd. 

Donôt miss out, it will be great 

Answers To Last Months Questionsé 
 

What is the common name for Zeus faber? 
ñJohn Doryò 

 

A Barbel is...? 
ñThe sensory tentacle beneath the chinò 
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Committee 
President Cameron Smirk Mobile:  021 359 121 
Vice President Deanne Oxton Business: 09 827 7008 
Club Captain Roger Crimmins Mobile: 021 0233 3600 
Secretary Mark Robinson Business:  09 550 8101 
Treasurer Deanne Oxton Business:  09 827 7008 
Photography SIG John Scott  Private:  09 817 8640 
Research Team Mike Percy Mobile:  021 661 832 
Food Mark Stoneman  
Website Kit Bishop Private:  09 838 9605 
Magazine Editor Jason Bartlett Mobile:  0272 976 551 

 

Foreign Correspondents 
 

Brazil: Paulo Machado Paulo@machadoboatdesign.com 
Australia: Sandra Bogun double0trouble@hotmail.com 
Thailand: Mark Anderson whoisbiga@gmail.com 
Fiji Damos Albert dmnsurfer@gmail.com 
Canada Mike Macauly decoscubaboy@gmail.com 

Western Underwater Contacts 
Western Underwater Dive Club Inc. 

5 Portage Road,  New Lynn, Auckland 
Tel: 827-7683 

Club Hours of Operation: 
The club is open every Wednesday and Friday from 7:30pm. 

Advertising Rates: 
Quarter page:  $20.00 / issue 
Half page: $35.00 / issue 
Full page:  $65.00 / issue 

The deadline for contributions, advertising and Letters to the Editor is 10th of 
the month of publishing. The magazine is published on the 17th of the Month 

prior to the month to which it applies.  

Any opinions expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily the opinion of the editor or 
WUDC committee. Anonymous letters to the Editor will not be published. 

For advertising, Letters to the Editor or other enquiries 
Contact the Editor, Jason Bartlett 

0272 976 551 or spook_da_chef@xtra.co.nz. 

Clubrooms  Hireage: 
The club is available for  hire for private functions. Please contact Deanne on 
ph: 827 7008 for function enquiries. 



 

www.westernunderwater.org.nz  3  

The Bottom Line - keeping your diving Passion alive. 

Gosh as Christmas dawns and an-
other year has almost past the 
clubôs end of year events start to 
kick in.  
Its prize giving first up on the 
Wednesday,1st December. We 
have been blessed again this year 
with the trophy winners virtually 
choosing themselves. With an-
other great year for the photo-
graphic entrees following a 
boomer year last year, Iôm sure we 
are starting to see the benefits of 
the clubs focus on underwater 
photography. We even have win-
ners for the Pool and Darts Tro-
phies after a successful running of 
the competitions on Sunday, 14th 
November.  
 
Then itôs the Christmas party on 
Friday, 3rd December.  For those 
of you that have had a long year 
and you need an early start to the 
Christmas party season then the 
Club Christmas party is just what 
you needed.   
Although the Club goes into our 
traditional close down from 24th 
December to 14th January, the 
New Year calendar is filling up 
fast.  We have Simon Mitchell pre-
senting for the February monthly 
meeting , followed by the  Ender-
bys in April. I know Michelle has 
the inside running on getting a 
Project Joanna person to present 

next year but if anyone has 
thoughts of other presenters 
please  talk to committee member 
today.   
Itôs our second Membership anni-
versary since we introduced the 
system. It certainly puts a focus on 
membership which at the end of 
the day is the lifeblood of the club. 
Thankfully renewals have been 
coming thick and fast and hope-
fully we will soon be back up to re-
anniversary numbers. 
 
For those of you that have been 
going into the monthly draw and 
have been lucky enough to win 
then you would have received a 
Dive Club polo shirt or a Spot X 
Diving book. Well we now have a 
WUDC Dive wallet to add to the 
prize pool. If you are not feeling so 
lucky you can always buy one , 
perhaps as a Christmas present. 
Wishing  you all a happy Christ-

mas and New Year.  

 

 
Happy Diving, 

Cameron Smirk 

President 
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Club Calendar 

 
Wed, Dec 1st CLUB NIGHT.   
   Prize Giving. 
 
Fri, Dec 3rd  CHIRSTMAS PARTY. 
   Donôt miss the festive cheer or fare. 
 
Sun, Dec 12th  SCALLOP DIVE 
   Jones Bay 
 
Fri-Sat, Dec 17th LETS GO CAMPING. 
   Contact Jo Selby (021 674 722) 
 
 
Fri, Dec 24th LAST NIGHT.  Be here to wish all our friends a very 
   merry and safe Christmas and new year.   
 
Fri, Jan 14th  CLUB OPENS FOR THE NEW YEAR. 
   Join us in the club rooms to and here us elaborate 
   the stories of the new year.    
 
Wed, Feb 2nd CLUB NIGHT 
   Guest Speaker Simon Mitchell. 
   Those who have had the pleasure of listening to 
   Simonôs tales in the past will know this is a not to 
   miss night.  See you there. 
    
Wed, Apr 6th CLUB NIGHT 
   Guest Speakers Tony and Jenny Enderby. 
   Tony and Jenny are photojournalists with an  
   emphasis on the underwater world. Based in Leigh, 
   they regularly dive Goat Island and are sure to have 
   many stories to tell of  their many travels.  
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Dive Shop Calendar 
SUPPORTING THE PEOPLE WHO GET US WET 

 
Destinations available every Weekend include the Poor Knights, Twin Wrecks, 
Bay of Islands and other destinations available on alternating basis include Lit-
tle Barrier, Hen & Chicks, Gt Barrier, Mokohinaus, Goat Island and Tawha-
ranui. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Bookings can be taken for singles or groups. 
(Minimum numbers apply).  

You can book any of these trips through Dive HQ West Auckland 
(09)  8277008) or paul@divehqwest.co.nz 

or call in and see us at  
5 Portage Rd, New Lynn.  

The trip is the same price regardless of booking through us or by 
booking direct. 

Call Dive HQ West to book now! 

mailto:paul@divehqwest.co.nz
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Diver Training 
PADI  OPENWATER  DIVE  COURSE  
 
WEEKEND CLASS Starts Saturday 11th December       9am OW1 18th December 

Cost $450.00  Course run during the day on weekends OW2 19th December 

 

DAY CLASS  Starts Monday 16th December 9am OW1 20th December 

$325.00   Course runs over 4 consecutive days OW2 21st December 

 

Prices vary from as low as $199.00 if you buy your equipment prior to training.   Our 
standard price is $399.00 although we do run private one on one courses on request.   
School holiday courses set for the first week in every term run at $325.00. 
 
 
PADI ADVANCED OPENWATER COURSE (Contact Dive HQ West For Details) 
Run over one weekend at Northland  Dive.  Includes all training, manuals, international certifi-

cation, accommodation, meals and boat dives, including the Wreck of the Canterbury. 

$550(own gear) or $650 with hire equipment included. 

Career Diver Training 

Looking for a career change????  Courses available: 

¶ National Certificate in Diving Foundation. 
¶ National Certificate in Diving Leadership. 
¶ Diploma in Professional Scuba Instruction ï graduating as an Ad-

vanced Scuba Dive Instructor with 5 specialty ratings. 
¶ National Certificate in Retail. 
¶ National Certificate in Adult Education and Training. 
¶ Certificate In Medic First Aid Instruction. 
ENROLLING NOW     email deanne@divehqwest.co.nz 

Next Diploma intake commencing end of January 2011.  
Student Loans apply for these courses.  

*Dive HQ West Auckland is an approved delivery site of The Academy 
of Diving. 

mailto:deanne@divehqwest.co.nz
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www.westernunderwater.org.nz 
The website should be a centre for members to keep up to date with diving ac-
tivitiesðkeeping your diving passion alive! 
 
Every WUDC member can provide content, photos, trip reports etc.  Simply 
email Kit the website manager and send the content to him. 
 
Please visit and contribute forums, articles, reports, photos etc.  Communicate 
and organise trips. 
 
NEW regular blog: Delicious monthly sea food recipes by JasonðSpook da 
Chef!  

 
 

Make this website your success! 

Diving Online 
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The Underwater Photography Special Interest Group (SIG) 

 
The Underwater Photography SIG welcomes anyone from absolute be-
ginner to expert to meet on the third Wednesday of each month, you 
donôt even need to own a camera. 
 
If you would like to take better pictures when you are diving or just enjoy 
looking at underwater photographs or video then come along to our in-
formal get-together, we start at 8.00. At each SIG meeting we share our 
images or videos from local trips or tropical destinations. Each month we 
will also focus on improving some of the techniques or technical knowl-
edge that will help improve the way we take underwater photos. 
 
 
http://picasa.google.com/  
 
 
Picasa is Googleôs free photo editing software which is versatile and 
easy to use. 

A Word From Our Club Captain.  Roger Crimmins. 

Good morning, good evening and welcome to the end of another great year in the life 
of the Western Underwater Dive club. It has been and was an honour to be asked to 
be the Western Underwater club captain for the 2010 season of diving. 
If some-what a little unfortunate in that sometimes my work commitments and personal 
commitments meant that I could not attend a lot of the club dive days. However to all 
the old and new divers it has been a pleasure to dive with some, mingle with some and 
have a snack and a couple of quite ales with others. 
To the hardy club members who have supported the club committee and the club 
through- out the year thank you for your unwavering support for without your dedication 
and commitment the club would struggle to succeed and move on. 
To the tertiary students and Dive masters of 2010 thank you for your support and help 
in getting more people out their diving. 
To all and sundry the divers, the snorkelers, the foodies, the drinkers thank you once 
again for your support and I hope to see you all at prize giving  on December  1st and 
at the Christmas function on December 3rd. 
So without ado another year passes and I wish you all safe diving and good Christmas 
and a happy new year for 2011, looking forward to diving and a quite drink with you all 
in 2011. 

Ps: Be prepared for some exciting new things to happen next year.......... 
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Milestones 

JUNIOR OPENWATER 
Daniel Emberson 
 
OPENWATER 
Dave T. White  Wesley Gerber  Andre Douglas 
Jason Waddell  Romel Gonzales  Hamish Saunders 
Gareth Phelps  Michael Judd   Chris Flaherty 
Melissa Hunt   Damien Rogers 
Ira T. Neuenschwander 
 

ADVANCED OPEN WEATER 
Michael Lawson  Elliot Lowe  Samantha Johnson  
 
DIVEMASTERS 
Hamish Brown  Dion Anderson  Domonic Hauiti 
Georgie-Anne Dysart Lucien Bonne  Rachel Pauling 
Roderick Matenga 

NATIONAL CERTIFICATE IN DIVING LEADERSHIP 
Steven Davis 

Sincere congratulations to all! Well Done! 
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Dive HQ West Tertiary Team Update (CSI26) 
STRONG   CURRENTS  - FANTAIL BAY 
COROMANDEL 
Lucien, Hamish, Georgie and myself went 
out for a dive early in the morning at 
around 10am.   We went looking for a 
reef that Hamish found the previous day. 
In the dive briefing we had Roger warn us 
about the strong current there is in the 
bay but we didnôt really take that into con-
sideration. 
We started our dive and we all stayed 
together, our maximum depth was 
25meters and the reef Hamish found was 
around 21 meters he said.    We got to 25 
meters I saw on my depth gauge and 
signalled Hamish so we turned around, at 
the time Lucien signalled me that he was 
low on air so I went to tell Hamish but he 
was gone.   The three of us Lucien, Geor-
gie and myself decided to ascend not 
knowing how strong the current really 
was.    When we surfaced we were a 
good 500meters from the shore, it would 
have been a pain in the backside if we 
had to swim in.    We signalled a passing 
boat who picked us up and took us to 
shore. 
Before the boat arrived we heard Hamish 
in the shallowôs and he was screaming, 
yelling and splashing around blowing his 
whistle doing everything to get attention, 
we thought he was in trouble   so we got 
the boatsô attention for his safety not 
ours.   The boaties didnôt want to leave us 
out in the current. 

We got back to the beach and had a long 

talk about what hap-

pened we will never 

repeat it again. 

 

Rachael Pauling 

 
 

Georgie 
Dysart 

Dominic 
Hauiti 

Warren 
Stretch 

Hamish 
Brown 

Dion 
Anderson 

Michael 
Meisner 

Lucien 
Bonne 

Roderick 
Matenga 

Tashi  
BUshi 
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Monthly Recipe. 

Spaghetti With Clams 
 
4 tbsp Olive Oil 
3 Cloves Crushed Garlic 
Red Pepper Flakes 
50 Fresh Clams 
1 Large Tomato, peeled and seeded 
1/2 c Soave Wine (Riesling will do) 
400g Spaghetti 
1/2 c Italian Parsley, Chopped 
Ground Black Pepper 
 
In a large pot, heat half the oil vand siz-
zle the garlic and pepper flakes. 
Add the Clams, tomato (diced) and 
wine. 
 
Cover tightly and cook for 3-4 minutes 
until the clams open.  Remember to 
discard the ones that fail to open. 
 
Remove one side of the shell. 
 
In another pot, cook the pasta until almost done.  Drain the pasta reserving 2 
cups of the cooking liquid.  Add the pasta and water to the clam pot along with 
the parsley, pepper and remaining oil.  Continue to cook until the pasta is 
cooked.  About 4 minutes. 
 
Mix well to combine the flavours and serve. 
 
You can also use scallops however do not precook the scallops, add them to 
the pasta pot with the parsley etc and cook for only 2 minutes. 
 

Spook. 
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LAVACORE has Arrived @ Dive HQ West 
If you are familiar with ñSharkskinò exposure protection garments, then consider the 
new Pinnacle Lavacore range, which retails about 20% cheaper. 
 
Lavacore is a technically advanced fabric, constructed and engineered exclusively for 

water sports requiring the ultimate in thermal control and superior comfort.  
This unique synthetic construction closely matches the stretch and movement of a tra-
ditional Lycra rash vest, whilst providing the insulation qualities similar to that of a neo-
prene wetsuit. Lavacoreôs extreme 4- way stretch nylon Tricot shell, windproof breath-
able inner and close to skin is Polythermôs ultra soft thermal fleece producing the ulti-
mate comfort ï warmth ï weight ratio; a true leader within water sports. Wet or dry, hot 
or cold, Lavacore helps control your core temperature longer. 
 
Inside the core 

1.  Outer Lycra layer is a 180g/sqm knitted nylon warp knit Tricot with water  

 repellent treatment to ensure fast water run off and anti wind chill properties. 
2.  Inter layer is an impermeable breathable micro porous high stretch PU Film 

 which is windproof and breathable allowing perspiration to be drawn away in 
 hot conditions. 
Inner ñPolythermò fleece layer is a 240g/sqm 4 way stretch polyester fleece with elas-
tane. It has anti pill treatment as well as anti microbial treatment to reduce odour and 
eliminate bacteria. 
 
Lavacore Hoods     $69.00 
Lavacore Short Sleeve Shirts    $149.00 
Lavacore Sleeveless Hooded Vests   $179.00 
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What Not To Say On A Dive Boat 

  

a. "Can I keep this coral your anchor broke off?" 
b. "Budy? Oh, did I go down with a buddy?" 
c. "Can someone lend me a computer, mine keeps 
flashing 'DECO VIOLATION'?" 
d. "Does anyone else smell smoke?" 
e. "What do I do with this bucket of vomit?" 
f. "Is that your mask under my tank?" 


