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“DE” - Quiz
The first correct entry drawn at the Club meeting/ednesday'3December wins a Seven Tenth’s Div
T Shirt of their choice courtesy of Dive HQ Westckland.

1) Name of a popular rock and dive site out of Niartid Dive in the Bay of Islands.
2) Name of a series of 104 seven-minute live acthworts for children’s TV by Brian Cartoons.
3) Name of a famous Dive resort and bar populan wgiting divers to Santo in Vanuatu.
4) Name of a reef near Serpent Rock at the Poaghtsilslands.
5) Name of the wreck of steel steamer 180 metreth wd Pencarrow Head in Wellington.
6) Found in a band and is a fish species in Neviehdavaters.
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Date Opening What's Happening
Time
lvvednesday 3 December] 7pm)
Thursday 4™ December 7pm Manukau Sports Fishing Club
Friday 5" December 7pm Club Night
Wednesday 10" December 7pm Club Night
frhursday 11" December JI7.30pm Committee Meeting NN
Friday 12" December 7pm Club Night
Wednesday 17" December 7pm Club Night
Friday 19" December 7pm Club Night
lvednesday 24" December] 7pm| Xmas Eve Drinks
Friday ~ 26™ December 7pm Club Night
Tuesday 30" December 7pm Caving Club
lwvednesday 31* Decembe JllIFrom 3pm NN e\ Years Eve Party NighEEEEEE
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The Bottom LincERraeEe Page — December 2008

I missed the November club night due to being in Australia (PaupwavVide a brief write
up of that) however | did manage to get in the water during the monthe first time for

a while! We did a couple of dives out the back side of Waiheke, andreport the water
was a relatively balmy 16/17C, but unfortunately the viz on the daytevable. Still it
was great to get wet, and we did manage to find the odd crayysny Haven't been wet
for a while, get out there, it's good and Paul will certainly bk &0 get you out on a
charter somewhere.

We have theclub Xmas party coming up on_Wednesday 4 Decemker please come
along for a drink and a chat. The theme is the letter ‘D’, busthg@sip is not compulsory
so don't let that stop you from coming along if that is not your thing.

Note that we had intended to do the prize giving at the Xmas pantyeboow intend to do
that at the February club meeting. As a result entries famaber of the prizes such as
photography etc remain open until 31 December

Speaking of photography, thdW Photography group is now meeting on the third
Thursday of every monjfso if you are into UW photography, or you would like to get into
it, come along because you are sure to pick up some great tips acel ablve group is run
by John Scott and the topic for the next meeting on 18 Decamtiexposure: Getting the
best out of your camera.” John is an experienced photographer and kenépcesenter,
so the evenings are always both informative and entertaining! | highly recommend them
The club scollie diveheld earlier in November ended up being a ‘learning experience’ for
those who attended. Unfortunately the group missed slack tide by abouh@@snand
consequently had to battle strong currents. On top of that a largenewrghip happened
along as welll There is another scollie dive planned for Satut8ayecemberbut the
venue is Jones Bay this time (rather than the Manukau), so timingl¢his not an issue.
If you would like to get some scollies this will be a great oppuoty to do so and, as it is
an easy beach entry, it is not a problem even for relatively inexperienced divers.

Other upcoming activities are a New Year's Eve party atcthlerooms and a club dive
arranged for Anniversary weekend. There is plenty happening so mease along,
support the club and meet up with your fellow members.

Happy diving and have a great Xmas.

Lee Findlay

Last month’s guest speaker Peter Crabb’s presentation was given therigttapic of “The

Russian Connection” which was intriguing enough however none of the members present had any
idea that Peter along with a group of friends were responsible for making a kigsprawioting

the underwater environment and conservation using real fish life and a human degr (Béed

Hard Hat Harry. What a remarkable piece of filming the DVD turned out to be! Thenhuma
characters are just great, the star Blue cod is amazing and the meskagthe/movie about our

seas forceful. All present were soon asking if they could buy copies of the DVD fokitisi
grandchildren or probably more truthfully for themselves! If an animated “Nearobe called a
success, | cannot understand why the TV industry in New Zealand turned down the opportunity to
make this series.

Peter has undertaken to get us 20 or 30 copies, but did say that it would take a while to get them
me. If you are interested in purchasing a copy, let me know and | will make a lisemg@ushing

Peter to get them to us.

The club competitions turned out to be a real Bishop affair with Mercedes wining thedventT

Shirt and Michelle the Lucky Club Draw.

Paul Oxton.
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Club Rooms

Date Opening What's Happening
Time
Friday 2" January 7pm Club Night
Wednesday 7" January 7pm Club Night
Thursday 8" January 7pm Manukau Sports Fishing Club
Friday 9" January 7pm Club Night
Wednesday 14" January 7pm Club Night
rhursday 15 " January I . 30pm
Friday 16" January 7pm Club Night
Wednesday 21% January 7pm Club Night
Friday 23" January 7pm Club Night
Tuesday 27" January 7pm Caving Club
Wednesday 28" January 7pm Club Night
Friday 30" January 7pm Club Night

\Welcome - New Membe

David Perry
Tony Nicholson

Renewing Member

Steve Hurihanganui

Congratulations

PADI Open Water
Clinton Randell
Kris Willering
PADI Divemaster
Paul Gargiulo
Coral Porter

Benny Larsen

Benny Larsen

Regan Kerr

Steve & Carmen Dunne

Hayden Brewer
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Tony Nicholson

Logan Thomas

Paul, Aaron & Danielle Bougher

Jaspar Hannay

Leanne Nicoll
Stephanie McLeod

Evan Cameron

Kane Subritzky



It's over a year since several of us watched the former HMNZS Canterbury sirikeiep
Water Cove. I'm sure that many of us remember that frustrating afternoothédirgnking
being delayed, then being told that we couldn’t dive her today.

My first dive on her was a month later, and she still looked clean and new — very different
from the wrecks that | had seen before. She was clearly recognisable as a ship and
navigating round her was easy. Messages left by her former crew in the forrffinf gra

were clearly readable. Apart from a few leatherjackets she looked etkecigme as she

had only a couple of months before when | had seen her on Opua wharf being stripped and
cleaned. The contrast between the clean ship and her new home in Deep Water Cove gave
her an almost spooky, ghost-like feel.

Since then I've logged over a dozen dives on the Canterbury, and watched her gradually
integrate into the marine environment. A year after her scuttling seemed argedd ti

dive her again and review the changes, so, a couple of weeks ago Andrew and | went up to
Northland Dive.

The ship is no longer clean and bright; there is growth on all the decks and rails, seaweed
growing out of the fixtures and the ropes are already encrusted with bright jewelreese
appearing lilac until you shine your torch and they light up like Christmas treeihghts
shades of bright pink and purple.

The leatherjackets are still there, checking any divers that appear, but obviously
comfortable with our presence. They have been joined by snapper, pig fish, and swarms of
tiny bait fish that create a cloud out of every opening as we entered. Other diveretalke
seeing crayfish where she meets the sand and an octopus in the bridge. As the ship has
been settled by the smaller fishes their predators have followed. As we descehded to t
funnel we were surrounded by a school of fifty or more king fish, clearly claiming e shi

as their hunting ground. The same fish buzzed us again on our ascent.

Venturing inside the wreck we disturbed more bait fish as we struggled to readfttie gr

that had been so clear only a year ago. The passages and rooms inside are slowly making
the transition to an artificial reef as growth develops and hides their originéibfurithe

choice of Deep Water Cove as a home for the Canterbury has proved ideal. Despite several
storms over the winter, she is in a sheltered spot and still sits upright and intact.

Sadly, even the king fish have attracted their predators. Despite being a voluntary ‘no-
take’ zone as we surfaced a half a dozen divers with spear guns were moored to one of the
other buoys and prepared to enter the water with their weapons.

Although the local dive operators try and dissuade fishing on the wreck, it is still a

voluntary no-take zone and persuasion is their only tool. The area where the Canterbury
was sunk was a largely barren sandy seabed, so no one was fishing there with any success
until the wreck started attracting life. The local Iwi have recently takenresponsibility

for the wreck and are processing a Maitaitai for the area, which would give tlsoarea
protection while she becomes established, but in the meantime we can only rely on some
sense of fair play.
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Despite the efforts of a few fishermen, the Canterbury is now home to a rangerna mari
life. As the local population grows, so more of the larger species will be ettradtlia
was proud to recall that they had seen Orca around the wreck recently.

Those divers who haven't seen the Canterbury for a while are in for a pleasant surprise.
Far from a dying ship, she is settling into her new life as a diving attraction.

Article and Photographs —courtesy of Michelle Bishop.

Junior Club Membership (full time student membershi p)Not sure what to get that trouble

teenager in the family for Xmas this year. How about making them feel grown up by giving them
their own individual club membership. A new category of financial member is the Junior Club
Member, this is open to any individual attending school or tertiary study fulltime at costs just half of
the full membership fee. If you join in December in time for Xmas the fee will be $25 ($42.50 if you
sign up in November) expiring in August 2009.

Social / Non diving Membership _This is a new category of associate membership of the Western
Underwater Dive Club. It does not attract any of the shop discounts or other diving related benefits
of membership but does allow full access to the rooms and events run by the club and a monthly
newsletter. This is perfect for anyone who is perhaps no longer diving but still wants to maintain
ties with the club, or in fact non divers looking for a fun place to hang out. If you join in December
in time for Xmas the fee will be $35 ($60 if you sign up in November) expiring in August 2009.

As with all memberships, signup can be done with Paul at the shop.
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Xmas ldea Gifts for the divers in the
family from as little as $5 — why not get
them something they will actually use!!

Lots of Other Xmas Bargains

Pinnacle Merino Lined Elite 1 Piece Wetsuits were $699 Now $550
Mares Quattro Fins were $299 Now $199
Mares Vector Origin BCD’s were $699 Now $499

Mares Vector Epic (Weight Integrated) BCD’s were $579 Now $875

Adults Mask and Snorkel Sets from $49.95

Dive Masks from $39.90

Dive Gloves from $39.00

Pinnacle Gear bags were $99 Now 69
Mares balanced Regulators were $579 Now $399
Scubapro Regulators from $365

Mares Nemo Excel Computer / Watch was$1199 Now $899
Kids Backpack Mask, Fins, Snorkel Sets were $59.90 Now $39.90
First Aid Kits from $24

BCD/Regulator/ Wetsuit Hangers $22

Hawaiian Slings from $62.50

SPOT X Divers Guide $39.99

Re Usable Underwater Cameras from $49.95

Cray / Seafood Measures $10.80

Snorkels from $9.90

Citizen Dive Watch /Depth Gauges $355

Mask Anti Fog from $11.95

8 Litre Steel Tanks $525 10 litre Steel Tanks $525 12 Litre Steel Tanks $550
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Seollie Dive,
Coolk-off and Beach Pariy!

All Welcome!

Saturday 13th December 2008

Jones Bay
Join us for the Final Club scallop dive of the season!

First — the Dive!

Rendezvouslones Bay
Small Boat owners
Bring your boats!
Non-Divers!
Get an allowance by crewing on someone’s boat

Second the Cook — off!

Bring your Scallop recipe and impress your mates!
Scallop, Mussel Barbie and sausage sizzle on the Beach!
Refreshment Bar will be open!

Bring your favourite Scallop recipe!
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Enjoy NZ's great diving this season! Dive trips éafale every weekend to the Aldermans, NorthlaBey
of Islands, Poor Knights or Twin Wrecks. Mid wegitions available as well!! Ring Shop to book.

December 20(

Tuesday 2 December Night Dive at Goat Island  7pm
Weekend 6 & 7" Cowshed / Northland Dive Weekend
Sun 7 Poor Knights Yukon Tutukaka
Sat 1 Mokohinaus Apollo Leigh $140
Sun 14 Gt Barrier Apollo Leigh $125
Mon 15" Goat Island / Leigh Coast  Apollo Leigh $80
Thur 18" Goat Island / Tawharanui  Apollo Leigh $100
Fri 19" Kawau Bay / Takatu Apollo Leigh $100
Sat 28 Aldermans Tairua Dive Tairua $125
Sun 2f' Goat Island / Leigh Coast  Apollo Leigh $80
Mon 22 Goat Island / Leigh Coast  Apollo Leigh $80
Sat 27" Poor Knights Yukon Tutukaka $125
Sun 2§ Sail Rock / Hen Island Apollo Leigh $120
Mon 29" Gt Barrier Apollo Leigh $140
Tues 3¢' Little Barrier Apollo Leigh $110
January 20(Q
Sat & Gt Barrier Apollo Leigh $140
Sun 4" Poor Knights Yukon Tutukaka $125
Mon 5" Goat Island / Leigh Coast  Apollo Leigh $80
Thurs & Goat Island / Tawharanui Apollo Leigh $100
Fri 9" Sail Rock / Hen Island Apollo Leigh $120
Poor Knights Yukon Tutukaka
Sun 1 Aldermans Tairua Dive  Tairua $125
Mon 12" Goat Island / Leigh Coast  Apollo Leigh $80
Fri 16" Little Barrier Apollo Leigh $110
Sat 17" Hen & Chicks Apollo Leigh $140
Sun 1§’ Poor Knights Yukon Tutukaka $125

Cowshed / Northland Dive weekend

Indicates Club Trips.

NB. Each weekend, most of the charter boats operate on a daily basis, P&arights and Twin
Wrecks every day!
Bookings can be taken for singles or groups. (Minimum numbers apply)ou canbook any of
these trips through Dive HQ West Auckland (09 — 8277008) graul@divehgwest.co.rar call
in and see us at 5 Portage Rd, New Lyfire trip is the same price regardless of booking
through us or by booking direct

Call Dive HQ West to book no
Phone : 8277(
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NEW YEAR'S
PARTY!

ANOTHER YEAR OVER?
ANOTHER NAIL IN YOUR COFFIN?

NEVER MIND!
JOIN US AT WUDC ON DEC 31 FROM 3PM
FOR A NEW YEAR'S BASH!

GO ON! SPIT DEATH IN THE EYE AND HAVE A GOOD TIME DOING IT!
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Volunteer Opportunities as Research Assistants.
Aspiring marine/shark scientists may apply to assist Simon Oliver in condéietochgork
November —May 2008/ 2009. This is a unique opportunity for individuals with a keen
interest in Marine/shark science to gain hands on experience in shark survey methodology
behaviour, biology, ecology and conservation. Volunteer research assistants willbe base
on Malapascua Island and shuttled to Monad Shoal aboard a dedicated research vessel.
Ops will run from 05:00 to 20:00 five days a week and include Scuba survey, underwater
video observation, tagging (pending funding) and photographic ID data basing. Evenings
will be spent in academics, training, reviewing video observations, analyzing data for
scientific paper writing and preparing the next days ops.
All volunteer research assistants will receive comprehensive hands on traismayk
research methodology, marine wildlife photography, marine videography and analytical
approaches to behavioural science. Assistants will also receive acaderhak inislogy,
ecology, conservation and ethology (behaviour) and will apply learned concepts to the
analysis of real data that they acquire on a daily basis. Accepted candidaesefit
from a close working relationship with a specialist.
Successful candidates MUST show proof of comprehensive liability and dive insurance.
(DAN is accepted)
Quialifications:
PADI Advanced diver equivalent or higher, 50+ logged dives.
Costs:
While our capital expenses are fully subsidized by scientific funding agenci¢bea
generosity of our sponsors, we are not able to cover the subsistence costs listed below for
our volunteers.
SUBSISTENCE COSTS (Based on 5 days of diving per week):
10% bursary available for students.
4 weeks or more = PHP 18,500 per week. (Approx GBP 215, EUR 270, USD$400)
Less than 4 weeks = PHP 21,500 per week (Approx GBP 250, EUR 315, USD
$465)
For full costs, inclusions and exclusions and more information etc, visit
threshersharkproject.org / Expeditions.

Dates are flexible — volunteers are welcome to join expeditions at their conwenienc
1) November 17 — December 14, 2008
2) December 15 — January 4, 2009
3) January 5 — February 1, 2009
4) February 2 — March 1, 2009
5) March 2 — March 29, 2009
6) March 30 — April 26, 2009
7) April 27 — May 24, 2009
8) May 24 — June 27, 2009 = HIATUS
9) June 28 — July 25, 2009
10) July 26 — August 22, 2009
11) August 23 — September 19, 2009

Thanks to Club Member Neil De Jong for passinghos lead.
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Editor’'s Final Notes

After having being responsible for producing the “Bottom Times” on time each
month for the past year or two or three, | must admit my ears pricked up when club
member Gavin Bartlett suggested over a quiet ale, that his company could giveitith fa
and produce it with a dash of colour all ready to be posted. From here the discussion went
to the format of the magazine, the club appointing a new editor and members being
responsible for the content of the beast each month and my smile grew bigger and | went
for another ale!

So, | do believe, this is my final “Bottom Times” as editor and as such would like to
air a few of my thoughts to assist the new editor (Whoever that might turn out to be).
The hardest thing | have found is getting informative articles / content that clubargeem
might be interested in — especially from club members. This has definitegdstiar
improve over the past couple of years and it is really positive to see current members
wanting to get involved with articles, photographs etc. To me, topical, local content
relevant to our club and its members should provide the nucleus of the club magazine,
including upcoming dive trips and tours and what is happening around the shop scene.

| also found the cut off date or deadline for incoming contribut\dST be
adhered to, as it is not that easy and very time consuming to add in an extra paragraph,
page etc ¥ an hour prior to going to print when suddenly you go from 12 pages to 13
(which doesn’t work) and you are now confronted with having to fill a 16 page magazine!

Laying out the magazine and trying to get a good balance of articles along with
critical club information can be both time consuming and frustrating, and whoever takes on
the editor’s job will need to be able to ensure that they have the time to give to this task.

Many thanks to all the members who have contributed and had input into the
magazine over the years that | have been editing, your contributions were greatly
appreciated.

I wish you all a very Merry Xmas and a safe summer of diving and eagerly await
the first 2009 “face lifted” version of the club magazine, as | am sure we all do!
Paul Oxton.

New Local Dive Destinations being investigated for 2009!

Suggestions from members on trips that they would like to do, have already proved
successful with 2 club trips to White Island planned for February and March 2009 already
being filled. Other destinations which have been mentioned, and that the club has not
recently dived, are being investigated to try and bring a more exciting and a bletteetia
trip list in each magazine next year. Destinations being looked into for 2009 include:
Bay of Plenty Diving— Mayor Island, Tahua Reef, Motiti Island and the Wreck of the
Taioma, Astrolabe Reef, Penguin Shoal, Pudney Rock and of course White Island.

The Wiltshire andWairarapa Wrecks, off Gt Barrier Island, along with Arid and Curvier
Islands.

Northland Dive are also trying out a Twin Wreck weekend incorporating 2 dives on each
of the Rainbow Warrior and Canterbury Wrecks for advanced divers.

Taranaki Diving including the Sugarloaf Islands and Oakura. There are also a couple of
wrecks in these areas.

Chicken Islands.The North facing side of the Chicks including Tawa Reef, Boulder Bay
and Copper Mine used to be the clubs most popular trip — especially for cray hunting!
Gannet Island - West Coast out of Kawhia A Mouth watering hunting trip! (Weather
dependant)
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Diver Training

PADI Open Water Dive Courss

Structured Price Schedule - Open water Course priced from as li# as$19900|

Weekend Course starts Friday 12 December
Day Class Starts 18 December

Snorkel Course Saturday 18 Decembe
12 Noon Cost: $25.C

PADI Advanced Open Water Cours

Enjoy a weekend’s diving with Northland Dive including a dive on the Wreck oftie
Canterbury, 2 nights accommodation, meals and air fills and return home a qualiéd
Padi Advanced Open Water diver.

Weekend of 3% January / 1* February 2009 — Cost $550.00 (Own Gear) or $650.00
(with Hire gear)

Career Courses:
Looking for a change in career?

Courses available
Entry Level and Leadership Skills in Diving — Rescue Diver or Divemaster.
Diploma Level Qualifications — graduate as an Advanced Scuba Dive
Instructor with 5 specialty ratings.
National Certificate in Retail (Level 3)
National Certificate in Adult Education and Training (Level 4).
Enrolling now for start January 26™ 2009. Student Loans apply for these courses.

Dive HQ West Auckland is an approved delivery site of The Academy of
Diving.
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Committee Contacts and Club Rules

President Lee Findlay Mobile: 021 905727

Business: 8277008

Secretary Jo McKinnon Mobile: 027 2761749

Treasurer Cameron Smirk Private: 8179982
Mobile: 021359121

Club Captain Willie Ritson Mobile: 0211700124

Committee Andrew Fergusson Mobile: 027 2802019
John Scott Private: 8178640
Mike Percy Mobile: 021 661832
Deanne Oxton Business: 8277008
Dave Sherry Mobile: 021 449650

General Rules:

1. No club member shall put the Club’s name in disrepute.
2. The Committee reserves the right to terminate the membership of any Club Member who
does not conform to Club standards.

Club Trip Rules:

1. Dive Masters / Dive Controllers must be obeyed at all times by all persons on a Club Trip.
2. Divers diving on a Club trip must be qualified through a recognised diver-training program.
3. Maximum dive depth allowed on Club Trips is 30 metres unless prior arrangement is made
with the Dive Master / Dive Controller. Maximum with Dive Masters / Dive Controllers
permission with proper safety equipment is 39 metres.
4. All persons must abide by Fisheries regulations when on Club trips.
5. Payment on Club dive trips:
Day trips to be paid in full at time of booking
Weekend or extended trips require a 25% deposit at the time of booking with the balance to
be paid at least 2 days prior to departure.
Refunds will only be made if the trip is cancelled.

House Rules:
1. All persons entering the Clubrooms shall be card-holding members.
2. A current card-holding club member must sign in guests coming into the Clubrooms. The club
member then accepts responsibility for the behaviour of their guest(s).
3. Under licensing regulations, the Duty Manager must be obeyed.
4. There is to be no alcohol brought into the Clubrooms.

The committee reserves the rights to amend these ru les as necessary.
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Shop Trading Hours
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Monday — Friday
Saturday
Sunday
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10am — 8pm
10am — 5pm
10am — 1pm



