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Dive Quiz … its so easy to win …. 
The first 2 correct entries drawn at the Club Meeting on Wednesday 5th December, each win a free air card 

worth $50 courtesy of Dive HQ -West Auckland. 
What am I? 

To find me you would need to dive beneath the ocean waves. 
I can be found in any depth depending on the structure of the ocean floor. 

I am not particular of where I live on the global scale of things. 
There are many varieties of me – some big, some small. 

I am generally not afraid of anything in the sea – but I do quiver from time to time. 
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Date Opening 

Time 
What’s Happening 

Wednesday 5th December  7pm Club Prize Giving / Xmas Function – See 
Poster in this magazine. 

Thursday     6th December 7pm Manukau Sports Fishing Club 

Friday          7th December 7pm Club Night 

Wednesday12th December 7pm Club Night 

Thursday    13th December 7.30 pm Committee Meeting 

Friday         14th December 7pm Club Night 

Wednesday 19th December 7pm Club Night 

Friday         21st December 7pm Club night 

Wednesday 26th December 7pm Club Night 

Friday        28th December 7pm Club Night 

Wednesday   2nd January  7pm Club Night 

Friday             4th January  7pm Club Night 

Wednesday    9th January 7pm Club Night 

Friday           11th January 7pm Club Night 

Wednesday 16th January 7pm Club Night 

Friday           18th January 7pm Club Night 

Wednesday 23rd January 7pm Club Night 

Friday          25th January 7pm Club Night 

Wednesday 30th January 7pm Club Night 
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The Bottom Line 
 

Presidents Page – December 2007 
 
This is the last magazine until February 2008 – only about 3 weeks to Xmas. Hope you have all your 
pressies sorted out by now. I’m sure Dive HQ West Auckland have plenty of ideas and lots of great gifts 
for divers. 
 
Another great Club Night presentation! - This time from Darren Shields, on the topic of Blue Water Free 
Diving. Personally I’m not sure I’d travel out 50Km offshore to go looking for the big fish let alone free 
swim with them and try and spear them. Amazing video footage! And the Club purchased Darren’s book 
“Chase the Adventure” so if you want to read it, pick it up from behind the Bar – it’s worth a look. 
 
Front cover winners this month were Katy Tapling and Anne Shepherd – each get a 10-tank refill card 
for their trouble. And Darren Bainbridge picked up the Club Draw – a $50 Dive HQ voucher. 
 
I was privileged to see the sinking of the Canterbury in early November. It was delayed a couple of 
weeks but boy what a great day! Hot and sunny and a ton of boats on the water. I have put together a 
brief item on the sinking and it is somewhere in this magazine.  

Remember this magazine is yours – any contributions are welcome. Email them to me 
(sroberts@xnet.co.nz), to Paul, or drop them into the Shop.  
 It’s yours after all!   
 
There are many trips available thru the shop over the coming weeks. Please look thru the ones in the 
magazine, and talk to Paul in the shop 
 
The December Club Night is not only the annual party night, but will also be the trophy awards night. 
By now the trophy entries have closed and probably been decided so come on down (In the theme 
costume) on the 5th of December and see who took them out in 2007. 
 
Unfortunately we are still looking for a Club Manager (to help out with things around the club). If 
anyone would like to come forward to help out it would be appreciated. This is not an arduous role – just 
an hour or two every week or two doing a few odd jobs around the club. 
 
I hope you all enjoy your summer diving. See you in the water soon. 
 
Steve Roberts 
President WUDC. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Opportunity – If your ship doesn’t come 
in, swim out to it! 
Jonathan Winters – American comedic actor. 
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The last hours of the HMNZS Canterbury 
 
After a false start in late October, the Sink the Canterbury Trust finally achieved their goal 
on Saturday the 3rd of November. At about 3pm she was finally laid to rest in Deep Water 
Cove in the Bay of Islands. 
 
A number of us made the trip up to Northland for the event – with high expectations. 
Friday was a fairly quiet affair in The Cowshed. Shane and Julie (Both Trustees of the 
trust) running around dealing with all those last minute things. We did not stay at The 
Cowshed – and that was probably a good thing as it turned out – we were about 1km away 
in a reasonably comfortable B&B. We had The Sheep Shed bunkroom and facilities – 
almost to our selves. 
 
Most of us made it up on Friday night – Ask Andrew Ferguson and Darren Bainbridge how 
their night in the car was. To make matters worse they were only about 500m short of 
finding the B&B! 
 
Saturday dawned brilliantly sunny. Expectations were running very high. We headed out to 
‘School House Bay” and waited for the Boats tot come into the beach and pick us up.  
 

 
 
We were lucky and allowed temporary access inside the 600m exclusion zone and so got 
fairly close to have one of the last ‘above water’ looks at the hull. Much effort went into 
making sure the team cutting holes in the hull did not breach any of the structural ribs. 
Apparently the Wellington sustained too many cuts in its ribs and this may have 
contributed to its early break up. 
 
Naturally things ran just a bit late but in no time we were just one of hundreds of boats 
milling about the exclusion zone boundary – jostling for a good spot to sit and watch the 
event unfold. We were very lucky to have Julia on our boat and while we waited and 
mingled with the other boats, she gave us a fantastic insight to all the behind the scenes 
planning and activities.  
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Watching all the boats around – and listening to some of the ‘not so polite’ exchanges 
when the Fullers fairies parked in their allocated spot – in front of spectator craft who had 
been anchored for several hours – added to the expectant atmosphere. 
 
We were kitted up to dive the wreck but we also knew it needed to be cleared first. Then 
finally the blessings and last rights were completed and the Canterbury was evacuated.   
 
 

Then the one-minute flare was set off  
and unfortunately the main 
detonation was initiated a bit 
quickly; many photographers 
(Including me) were caught out and 
missed the first explosive images. 

 
What a sight! And in a few short minutes it 
was over and a boiling mass of water and 
hazy smoke were all that remained. The 
extended horn sounding reverberated around    
the hills and it was over. 
 
Our view was somewhat obscured by the smoke but it could be seen listing to starboard 
just before it sunk below the surface.  
 
Police Divers were unable to clear the 
explosives so diving the wreck was out of  
the question. We did a dive on the North 
side of the Island off the bow of the 
Canterbury and we were on our way back to 
School House bay. 
 
As luck would have it some very large 
splashes were noticed towards the north 
heads of the Bay of Islands. A brief detour verified it was two or three Sperm Whales 
leaping out of the water and splashing back 
with spectacular results. There could also 
have been a juvenile in the group but DOC 
requirements to stay at least 300m away 
made it difficult to be sure. A fantastic way  
to end an almost perfect day on the water. 
(Any day we get to dive is approaching a 
perfect day). 
 
Thanks to Northland Dive for a great 
adventure. I am really looking forward to 
diving the wreck. 
 
[Thanks to George Curry for his photo] 
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Steve Roberts 

 
 
 

Thanks Steve, apart from posters for social events, I believe this would be the fourth article 
submitted by a club member for their magazine this year! Surely other club members come across 
some interesting tales about diving or could do a quick report on a great diving weekend away that 
other members might be interested in reading. More members contributing might get more new 
members interested in joining in on club activities and grow the active club members base. If you 
would like to contribute please send your contributions to paul@divehqwest.co.nz in a simple word 
based document that I can cut and paste. My computer skills are very limited! 
 
 
 

Snippets 
Club Draw 
Be in to win the club draw, drawn at the monthly meeting on the 1st Wednesday of each month. 
You do not have to be at the monthly meeting to win the draw. If your name is drawn and you are 
not present at the time of the draw, you are still a winner! Each time you come down to the 
clubrooms for a drink and support the club, be sure to register your name at the bar with the person 
on duty. The more times you are in the clubrooms, then the more chances you receive in the draw! 
The prize is a $50 voucher each month to be redeemed at Dive HQ West Auckland. The Western 
Underwater Dive Club sponsors the voucher. 
E-Mail Contact 
If you wish to receive your magazine by e-mail, rather than having it posted, please send your e-
mail address to paul@divehqwest.co.nz. 
Purchase you own Club Glass 
Purchasing your own club glass / handle at the bar in the clubrooms at a cost of $10 per year, 
enables you to receive a discount on your drinks when using your glass. An example of the discount 
is a handle of beer becomes $3.00 instead of the $4.00 normally charged. We even give you your 
first drink in the glass complimentary! Ask at the bar for details on either a wine, beer or spirit 
glass. 
Club Pennant for Sale 
Support you club and fly a club pennant. Choice of two available. Blue with white (small) $20.00 
each or Blue with Gold (large) $35.00.  Purchase from either the Clubrooms, or from the shop. 
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Bricks for sale 
Another way you can support the club is by purchasing a brick on the clubrooms wall. $10.00 gives 
you a brick bearing your name displayed on the wall of the clubrooms. You can purchase your brick 
from the bar in the clubrooms. 
Club Reunion Polo Shirts for Sale: Some club shirts are still available for purchase following the 
30th Reunion. See bar staff in the clubrooms if interested. 
 

Welcome   
New Members 
Hau Lo  Cecile Croq  Jenni Stanley  Robert Eibisberger 
Kieran Rooney Gerard Rooney Clair Yee  John-Mark Skeates 
Nicholas Maskell William Green  Simon Cosio  Jenny Thorpe 
Chris Windross Nick West  Hugh Drinkwater 
Renewing Members 
Mio Akutso  Russell Johnson Samantha Johnson Blair & Tina Robertson 
 

Congratulations 
PADI Open Water 
Gerard Rooney Kieran Rooney Nick West  Chris Windross 
William Green  Simon Cosio  John-Mark Skeates Nicholas Maskell 
Jenny Thorpe  Hugh Drinkwater 
PADI Advanced Open Water 
Jeremy Burrows Stephanie Watts Icaro Lavrador  Darren Bainbridge 
PADI Rescue Diver 
Jenni Stanley  Cecile Croq 
PADI Assistant Instructor 
Chris Dahl  Peng Hong 
PADI Advanced Open Water Instructors 
Joll Duncan  Richard Tidbury Daniel Bryant  Andrea Andrenacci 
Chris Dahl  Chao Cheng   
EMP Workplace First Aid 
Wade Cheatley 
 
Mrs Claus’s secret Christmas Cake Recipe 
Ingredients:   1- cup butter  1- cup sugar  4 large eggs  
1- cup dried fruit 1- tablespoon of baking soda  1- cup brown sugar  
1- tablespoon lemon juice 1 very large bottle whisky 
Method: Sample the whisky to check for quality and then take a very large bowl. Check the whisky 
again to be sure it is of the highest quality. Pour I level cup and drink. Repeat. Turn on an electric 
mixer, beat 1 cup of butter in a large fluffy bowl, add 1 spoontea to sugar and beat again. Make sure 
the whisky is still OK. Cry another tup. Turn off the mixer. Break two leggs and add to the bowl 
and chuck in the cup of dried fruit. Mix on the turner. If the fruit gets stuck in the beaters, pry it 
loose with a drewscriver. Sample the whisky again and check for tonsistency. Next sift two cups of 
salt – or something – who cares? Check the whisky. Now sift in the lemon juice and strain your 
nuts. Add on ballspoon of brown sugar, or whatever colour you can find. Wix mel. Grease the oven. 
Turn the pan to 350 gredees. Don’t forget to beat the turner. Throw the bowl out of the window 
making sure you don’t collect Santa Claus. Finish the bottle of whisky and see if you can make it to 
bed! 
Merry Xmas 
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             WESTERN UNDERWATER 

DIVE CLUB 
XMAS PARTY  

 
 

 
 
 
 

                                 
POSTIE         

 
Wednesday 5 

December 
 

Brought to you this 
year by 

 
             The Letter 

 
                ‘P’         PAINTER 

 
      

 
So get your thinking caps on 

 and start your 
costume  now.  

         
      
Bar open 7pm 

                      Music and dancing   until Midnight. 
             Supper will be served 

               PRIEST                                           
  

Prince or Princess  
                            Xmas raffle          

                      Spot Prize  
           Best Costume Prizes 

POP STAR 
 

PIRATE 
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Merry Xmas 
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Dive Trips - If it is wet – Dive It! 
 

December 2007 / January 2008 
 

The season tis upon us! We can get you diving at the 
Aldermans, Northland / Bay of Islands, Poor Knights and Twin Wrecks 
every weekend! Mid week options available as well!! Ring Shop to book. 

 
December 2007 

Date    Destination  Departs Boat     $ 
Sat 1st   Mokohinaus  Apollo  Leigh     125.00 
Sun 2nd   Sail Rock / Hen Is Apollo  Leigh     105.00 
Fri 7th    Gt Barrier  Apollo  Leigh     125.00 
Sat 8th    Hen & Chicks  Apollo  Leigh     125.00 
Sun 9th   Little Barrier  Apollo  Leigh       95.00 
Fri 14th   Sail Rock/Hen Is Apollo  Leigh     105.00 
Sat 15th   Gt Barrier/Broken Is Apollo  Leigh     125.00 
*Sat 16th  Poor Knights (3 Dive Day) Yukon  Tutukaka       Full 
Sun 16th   Mokohinaus  Apollo  Leigh     125.00 
Fri 21st   Night Dive    Apollo  Leigh       75.00 
Sat 22nd   Gt Barrier  Apollo  Leigh     125.00 
Sun 23rd   Little Barrier  Apollo  Leigh        95.00 
* Sat 29th   Poor Knights  Tutukaka Yukon        Full  
 

January 2008 
Wed 2nd   Mokohinaus  Apollo  Leigh   125.00 
Fri 4th    Sail Rock/Hen Is Apollo  Leigh   105.00 
Sat 5th               Little Barrier  Apollo  Leigh     95.00 
Sun 6th       Horn Rock /Gt Barrier  Apollo  Leigh    125.00 
Fri 11th   Gt Barrier/Broken Is Apollo  Leigh   125.00 
Sat 12th   Mokohinaus  Apollo  Leigh   125.00 
Sun 13th   Hen & Chicks  Apollo  Leigh   125.00 
Fri 18th   Sail Rock / Hen Is Apollo  Leigh   105.00 
Sat 19th   Mokohinaus  Apollo  Leigh   125.00 
Sun 20th   Little Barrier  Apollo  Leigh     95.00 
Fri 25th   Night Dive   Apollo  Leigh     75.00  
*Sat 26th  Poor Knights (3 Dive/BBQ) Yukon  Tutukaka    130.00 
Sun 27th   Gt Barrier / Arid Island Apollo  Leigh     145.00 
 
 

�� Blue Indicates Club Trips.  
 
NB. Each weekend, most of the charter boats operate on a daily basis.  
Bookings can be taken for singles or groups. (Minimum numbers apply). You can book any of 
these trips through Dive HQ West Auckland (09 – 8277008) or paul@divehqwest.co.nz or call 
in and see us at 5 Portage Rd, New Lynn. The trip is the same price regardless of booking 
through us or by booking direct. 
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 Ho, Ho, Ho! The staff at Dive HQ - 
West Auckland takes this opportunity to 
wish you all a Merry Xmas and safe diving 
holiday period! 

 
Christmas gift ideas from as little as $4.95!! 

See enclosed catalogues with posted magazines 
for ideas. Nationwide Gift vouchers available 

from $10 denominations. 
 

Free catalogues available from the shop for those r eceiving their 
club magazine via e-mail. 

 
Gift Ideas: Tank Valve Caps, Tank Carry handles, Octi Holders, clips, catch bags, 
gloves, booties, gear bags, underwater cameras, regulator hose wraps and protectors, 
spares kits, first aid kits, underwater slates, tyre inflators, dry bags, waterproof 
pouches, knives, wetsuit hangers, wreck reels, cray holders and snares, CPR pocket 
masks, dive flags, SMB’s and safety sausages, audible underwater diver signalling 
devices, safety buoys, kiddies mask, snorkel and fin sets and much more!!! 

 
Diver Training 
PADI Open Water Dive Courses Start: 
Friday 7th December – Weekend Course run over two weekends. 
Monday 17th December – Day Class run over 5 consecutive Days. 
Friday 11th January 2008 – Weekend Class run over two weekends 
Tuesday 29th January 2008 – Evening Course run over Tuesday and Thursday evenings. 
PADI Advanced Course – Running over one weekend up North including accommodation, meals, air fills, 
boat diving, Padi advanced manuals, tuition and certification. Weekend of 19th & 20th January 2008. Cost 
$550.00. 

New Instructor Diploma Course Intake - January 21st 2008. 
Career Courses: Looking for a change in career? 
Courses include the Career Orientated Scuba Instructor Diploma, Advanced Scuba instructor Programme, 
National Certificate in Adult Education and Training and National Certificate in Retail. Part Time and 
fulltime study offered - Student Loans Apply.  
Enrolling now for 21st January 2008 Start! 
 

�� Dive HQ West Auckland is an approved delivery site of EMP NZ ltd – The 
Academy. 
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Committee Contacts and Club Rules  
 
Contacts: 
   

President Steve Roberts Business:   916 6411 
Private:       6275113 
Mobile:        021470347 

Vice President Sandra Bogun Private:       8132950 
Mobile:        0276771986 

Secretary Chris Lynch Business:    8277008 
Mobile:        021773754 

Treasurer Cameron Smirk Private:        8179982 
Mobile:        021359121 

Committee Paul Collinson 
Daniel Hayes 
Lee Heath 
Mike Macaulay 
Jo McKinnon 
Deanne Oxton 
Anne Shepherd 
David Sherry 

Mobile:        021885333 
Mobile:        021666094 
Private:        4165787 
Private:        4127574 
Private:        8320174 
Business:     8277008 
Private:         8275477 
Mobile:          021449650 

 
 
General Rules: 

 
1. No club member shall put the Club’s name in disrepute. 
2. The Committee reserves the right to terminate the membership of any Club Member who 

does not conform to Club standards. 
 
Club Trip Rules: 
 

1. Dive Masters / Dive Controllers must be obeyed at all times by all persons on a Club Trip. 
2. Divers diving on a Club trip must be qualified through a recognised diver-training program. 
3. Maximum dive depth allowed on Club Trips is 30 metres unless prior arrangement is made 

with the Dive Master / Dive Controller. Maximum with Dive Masters / Dive Controllers 
permission with proper safety equipment is 39 metres. 

4. All persons must abide by Fisheries regulations when on Club trips. 
5. Payment on Club dive trips: 

Day trips to be paid in full at time of booking 
Weekend or extended trips require a 25% deposit at the time of booking with the balance to 
be paid at least 2 days prior to departure. 
Refunds will only be made if the trip is cancelled. 

 
House Rules: 

1. All persons entering the Clubrooms shall be card-holding members.  
2. A current card-holding club member must sign in guests coming into the Clubrooms. The club 

member then accepts responsibility for the behaviour of their guest(s). 
3. Under licensing regulations, the Duty Manager must be obeyed. 
4. There is to be no alcohol brought into the Clubrooms. 

 
 

The committee reserves the rights to amend these ru les as necessary.
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