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The Bottom Times 

August 2011 

Party 23thJuly 

Karaoke Night  

- keeping your diving Passion alive - 

CLUB Meeting 3rd August 
Speaker: Severine and Nik  

on scientific diving 

Anemones (Anthothoe albociuta) Deep Water Cove, Bay of Islands, Photo: Paul Oxton 
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Magazine 
Editor Jason Bartlett Mobile:  0272 976 551 
Sub-Editor Cameron Smirk Mobile:  021 359 121 
 

Foreign Correspondents 
Brazil: Paulo Machado Paulo@machadoboatdesign.com 
Australia: Sandra Bogun double0trouble@hotmail.com 
Thailand: Mark Anderson whoisbiga@gmail.com 
Fiji Damos Albert dmnsurfer@gmail.com 
Canada Mike Macauly decoscubaboy@gmail.com 

 
Dive Club Committee 

President Cameron Smirk Mobile:  021 359 121 
Vice President Deanne Oxton Business: 09 827 7008 
Club Captain Roger Crimmins Mobile: 021 0233 3600 
Secretary Mark Robinson Business:  09 550 8101 
Treasurer Deanne Oxton Business:  09 827 7008 
Photography SIG John Scott  Private:  09 817 8640 
Research Team Mike Percy Mobile:  021 661 832 
Dive Coordinator Michael Meisner Mobile: 021 0246 1540  
Event Coordinator Boof Mobile: 021 259 0630 
 
Bar Manager Willy Ritson Mobile: 021 170 0124 

Western Underwater Contacts 
Western Underwater Dive Club Inc. 

5 Portage Road,  New Lynn, Auckland, Tel: 827-7683 

Club Hours of Operation: 
The club is open every Wednesday and Friday from 7:30pm. 

Advertising Rates: 
Quarter page:  $20.00 / issue 
Half page: $35.00 / issue 
Full page:  $65.00 / issue 

The deadline for contributions, advertising and Letters to the Editor is 10th of 
the month of publishing. The magazine is published on the 17th of the Month 

prior to the month to which it applies.  

Any opinions expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily the opinion of the editor or 
WUDC committee. Anonymous letters to the Editor will not be published. 

For advertising, Letters to the Editor or other enquiries 
Contact the Editor, Jason Bartlett 

0272 976 551 or spookdm@xtra.co.nz 

Clubrooms  Hireage: 
The club is available for  hire for private functions. Please contact Deanne on 
ph: 827 7008 for function enquiries. 
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The Bottom Line - from the President 
Iôm writing this Bottom Line just after Sat-

urdayôs Mid Winter Xmas, which must be 

one of the clubôs more successful events 

after we just about run out of tables. We 

certainly did not run out of food although it 

was getting touch and go over the Pavlova 

which was an obvious favourite. Special 

thanks must go to Deanne and Andrew for 

delivering  on  time  and  with  budget. 

Thank you to Peter Goodson who has 

kindly donated the club a new TV aerial 

along with installation so now we are run-

ning a raffle to purchase a Freeview Set-

box. We are calling it the Brick Raffle as 

all entries are to get a brick with their 

name on it to be added to other members 

who helped build the club. There will be 

three draws with the main prize being the 

canvas  print. 

You are going to be hearing a lot more 

about Shore Diving in the future.  The 

WUDC Shore Dive challenge is an initia-

tive to find the perfect shore dive within 

three hours of Auckland. The end game 

would be to select the best shore dive site 

to ultimately establish a guided wire dive 

similar to those in Tauranga and Lake 

Pupuke. So if you are tired of diving Goat, 

Mathesons and Jones Bay then get into 

the Shore Dive Challenge. Read the arti-

cle  later  in  the  mag. 

Oceanz is NZ's only diving conference 

and exhibition been held in Tauranga on 

12-13th Nov 2011. With ticket prices as 

low as $25 per day for pre-booking this is 

a great opportunity to catchup on NZ div-

ing. You may have seen Oceanz speakers 

Darren Shields and Roger Grace at Club  

in recent years but you can also see Pete 

Bethune,  Pete Mesley and Steve Tre-

wavas  at  OCEANZ.  

Thanks  again  to  Simon  Mitchell  for 

speaking at the July meeting. We have got 

some fantastic speakers lined up for the 

coming months. On the 3
rd

 August we 

have Severine and Nik talking about Sci-

entific Diving and with Severrine at AUT 

and Nik is involved with Kelly Taltons. 

Bruce Reid the NZ Coastguard CEO is 

speaking on the 7
th
 Sept. Show your sup-

port for the club and come and see these 

speakers. 

Over the past years when the committee 

has been deciding Club trophies there has 

been  some  debate  about  the  criteria, 

which we can now simplify for Dive Master 

and Club Diver of the Year. These awards 

will be given to the Dive Leader and Club 

Member who respectively leads and at-

tends the most Club Dives. We will need 

to start in June 2011 as the first recorded 

club dives this year and cutoff for Decem-

ber prize giving. So here are the standings 

so  far  as  below: 

Happy Diving Cameron Smirk,  President 

4 Club Dives 
Dive 

Leader 
Club 
Diver 

Michael Lurch 0 3 

Peng 1 2 

Andrew Ferguson 0 2 

Bruce Porter 0 2 

Michael Meiner 1 0 

Roger Crimmins 1 1 

Neil de Jong 0 1 

Jason Bartlett 0 1 

Benny Larson 0 1 

Ian Grace 0 1 

Boof 1 0 
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Club Calendar 

 
13th July Wednesday WUDC Research Team Meeting 
 
23th July Saturday: Karaoke Night  
 
23rd/24th July Saturday or Sunday: Mathesons Bay 
 
3rd Aug Wednesday: Speaker: Severine and Nik on scientific diving. 
 
6-7th August Saturday or Sunday: Night Dive Goat Island 
 
20-21st August Saturday or Sunday: Camping Waipu 
 
27th August Saturday Indian or Italian Night  
 

7th Sept Wednesday: Speaker: Bruce Reid CEO of NZ Coastguard 

 
10th Sept Saturday:  
Goat Island aboard Apollo tentively booked for 16 people. 
Can go to Barrier / Broken Island, Little Barrier, Hen & Chicken, Sail Rock. 
$125 per person. Normally $150 per person  
 
3-13th Oct: Turk Lagoon  
3rd Oct out of Cairns returning to Cairns 13th Oct 
1 Oct fly out of Auckland and 14 Oct back to Auckland 
AU$ 2,750 ex Cairns excl. Food, Drink, Tank fills and flights to/from Auckland 
 
23,24,25 Sept, Friday to Sunday, 35th Club Anniversary.  
23 Meet and Greet Cocktail evening at the Club 
24 Funbus 3 course dinner at 3 different restaurants 
25 Brunch BBQ ending at 5pm 
 
12-13th Nov Oceanz conference in Tauranga. See article later in mag or 
more information at www.oceanzdiveconference.com 

The club is open every Wednesday and Friday from 7:30pm. 

There are a number of future events worth mentioning below:  
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Supporting the People who get us Wet 
Destinations available every Weekend include the Poor Knights, Twin Wrecks, 
Bay of Islands and other destinations available on alternating basis include Lit-
tle Barrier, Hen & Chicks, Gt Barrier, Mokohinaus, Goat Island and Tawha-
ranui. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bookings can be taken for singles or groups.(Minimum numbers apply).  
You can book any of these trips through Dive HQ West Auckland  

David Curran   Joseph Parsons        Katrina Natua 
Dylan Paul   Reece Davidson  Leuila Tautogil 

New Tertiary Members 

Welcome, we look forward to catching up with you all in the club. 

Congratulations to Andrew Ferguson ï Master Scuba diver and night diver. 

OPENWATER     

Blair Attwood  Jarred Bayne  Ryan McGreal    
Sidney Diamond Courtney Rush Lenny Te Reo 
Katrina Natua  Catherine Te Reo Jon Goodin   
Caleb Tamihere Leo Alexander  Te Ramahaki Arohana 
Naisa Takitaki  Joseph Campbell Casey Hunn 
Shaydee-Leigh Barton  

Milestones 
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Diver Training 
PADI  OPENWATER  DIVE  COURSE  
 
WEEKEND CLASS Starts Saturday 30th July 9am  OW1 Sat  6th   Aug 
Cost $350.00  Course run during the day on weekends OW2 Sun 7th   Aug 

EVENING CLASS Starts Monday 25th July 6:30pm  OW1 Sat 13th  Aug  

Cost $350.00  Monday and Wednesday evenings OW2  Sat 27th  Aug 

DAY CLASS  Starts Monday 25th July 9am  OW1 Wed 27th Jul 
Cost $350.00  Course run over 4 days   OW2 Thu  28th Jul 

Prices vary from our standard price being $450.00 and $350.00 for winter season.  
Private one on one courses on request. School holiday courses set for the first week in 
every term run at $350.00. Try dives and refresher course on request. 
 
PADI  ADVANCED  OPEN WATER COURSE ï 30

TH
 & 31

ST
 JULY. 

Run over one weekend at Northland Dive.   Includes all training, manuals, international 
certification, accommodation, meals and boat dives, including the Wreck of the Canter-
bury. $550 (own gear) of $650 with hire equipment included. 
 
CAREER  COURSE ï DIPLOMA IN PROFESSIONAL SCUBA INSTRUCTION 
Next Intake late January 2012 

Career Diver Training 

Looking for a career change????  Courses available: 

¶ National Certificate in Diving Foundation. 
¶ National Certificate in Diving Leadership. 
¶ Diploma in Professional Scuba Instruction ï graduating as an Ad-

vanced Scuba Dive Instructor with 5 specialty ratings. 
¶ National Certificate in Retail. 
¶ National Certificate in Adult Education and Training. 
¶ Certificate In Medic First Aid Instruction. 

  email deanne@divehqwest.co.nz 

Next Diploma intake commencing January 2012  
Student Loans apply for these courses.  

*Dive HQ West Auckland is an approved delivery site of The Academy 
of Diving, which is registered with NZQA. 

mailto:deanne@divehqwest.co.nz
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Spot X Tides 
Predicted Tide times are as per 
the NZ Nautical Almanac and may 
differ from the actual tides  
observed. 

Auckland Time Differences 

 High 
Mins 

Low 
Mins 

Coromandel -21 -15 

Mangawhai Head +05 +05 

Sandspit +05 +05 

Kawau -15 -04 

Mangawhai Heads +05 +05 

Matiatia ðWaiheke 0 +10 

Tititiri Matangi Island +10 -3 

Tutukaka Harbour -08 +04 

Weiti River Entrance +01 +07 

Onehunga Time Differences 

Bethellôs Beach -40 -50 

Cornwallis -20 -11 

Muriwai Beach -40 -30 

Papakura Channel -31 -20 

Waiuku +30 +30 

Spot X Diving Spot 

WUDC Shore Dive Challenge 
The Shore Dive challenge is an initiative to find the perfect shore dive within three 
hours of Auckland.  The end game would be to select the best shore dive site to ulti-
mately establish a guided wire dive similar to those in Tauranga and Lake Pupuke.  
Neil De Jong has identified 100 proposed Shore Dive sites which over the next year or 
two the club is looking to dive. So if you are tried of diving Goat, Mathesons and Jones 

Bay then get into the Shore Dive Challenge. Future editions detail where, when & how. 
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WUDC Research Team 
New Zealand Underwater Associa-
tion 58th AGM 2011 - Nelson Under-
water Club 
 
You may be aware that the Dive Club is 
an affiliate member of the New Zealand 
Underwater Association (NZUA). What 
does that mean to you - probably very 
little, but at the end of the day you and 
other recreational divers need some 
form of representation, whether it is 
something  to  do  with  diver  safety/
medicals, compliance issues (testing of 
compressed air cylinders and meeting 
equipment standards) or diver training. 
You can also include having represen-
tation with issues relating to recrea-
tional fishing and the marine environ-
ment. It is inevitable that some issues 
fall outside the playground and difficult 
decisions  have  to  been  made  that 
sometimes are unpopular amongst the 
diving fraternity (you canôt please 
everyone). 
Those  club  delegates  who  at-
tended  the  recent  NZUA  AGM 
hosted by the Nelson Underwater 
Club came with a very positive 
attitude  towards  making  things 
happen - no finger pointing, no 
backstabbing, just a passion and a 
will  to  support  the  new  NZUA 
Committee. Another change to the 
AGM was  the  absence  of  the 
commercial side of the NZUA - as 
from last year the two have separated, 
leaving each to get on with its own 
destiny.  Up  for  discussion  was  the 
usual NZUA Presidentôs Annual Report 
from outgoing Eric Simmons, followed 

by the Spear Fishing New Zealand 
Chairmanôs Report (Bob Rosemergy). 
Other reports followed - Dive Accident/
Incident Recorder Report (Rex Gilbert) 
Some of you may remember Rexôs 
impromptu  presentation  at  the  Dive 
Club on diver safety. You might not be 
aware of the fact that Simon Mitchell is 
the NZUA medical advisor. Again no 
Environmental Report - as mentioned 
in Ericôs report óin absence of an envi-
ronmental  committee  Mike  donated 
some of his time to represent the NZUA 
on a number of issues including the 
óERC Coastlines Policyô and that also 
included being part of a New Zealand 
Standards working group and attending 
the presentations at the Department of 
Conservation both in Wellington. The 
friendliness of the Nelson Underwater 
Club made for a very relaxed AGM 
meeting. 

New Zealand Underwater Association 
58th AGM 2011 - Nelson  
Underwater Club. 
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WUDC Research Team (continued) 
In the afternoon there was a selection 
of  presentation  from  Shane  Wasik, 
Mike Percy, Dave Moran and Pete Me-
sley. Most of the humour surrounded 
Saturdays  dive  trip  (Riwaka  Resur-
gence) where some of the most ex-
perienced scuba divers in New Zealand 
if not the Universe made some very 
basic mistakes - like someone who will 
be nameless left their dive gear back at 
the shop. The embarrassment contin-
ued, someone from the public observ-
ing  the  surrounding  chaos  thought 
Dave Moran was a novice diver. While 
all this was happening I was unpacking 
my bags at the Motel only to find I had 
left the laptop on the kitchen table back 
in Auckland. How was I going to finish 
off my PowerPoint presentation? No 
problem, the Trailways Motel staff at 
reception  were  fantastic  and  after 
moving file resources around the Motel 
computer network without stuffing up 
their system I managed to complete my 
presentation (5th International Marine 
Debris  Conference).  Meanwhile  the 
friendly slinging off (Moran and Mesley) 
continued  into  the  evening  at  the 
Awards Dinner. 
The new NZUA Committee and office 
staff met on July 9 at the Head Office in 
Auckland and discussed varies issues 
regarding the different stages of the 
óNZUA Strategic Planô for the coming 
year and included my role as the NZUA 
Marine  Environmental  representative 
along  with  Shane  Wasik.  Also  the 
NZUA will be representative at óOceanz 
2011ô on site and as a supporting 
sponsor. 

Part of my NZUA work will be putting 
together submissions and sometimes 
you can get into a situation that seems 
to go on for ever - as it was with a sub-
mission I did last year (Pollen Island 
Care  Group)  supporting  for/against 
some issues with the New Zealand 
Transport Agency (NZTA) and the pro-
posed widening of State Highway 16 
from Te Atatu to Waterview. Basically 
this  part  of  the  motorway  passes 
through a marine reserve (Motu Ma-
nawa) and needed special considera-
tion - amazing how many Westies donôt 
know the existence of the marine re-
serve. Part of the process meant I had 
to  attend  two  Court  Hearings 
(Auckland). All that and attending three 
conferences (one overseas), óEcodayô 
and the óNZ Hutchwilco Boat Showô, 
Chair the Research Team, help clean 
the Club Rooms on a Tuesday evening 
and help out on four beach cleanups to 
name but a few, has left me very little 
time for diving (only five dives this year). 
Which reminds me -  óClub Working 
Beeô; you canôt expect the Dive Club 
Committee to do everything - so you 
are invited to spring clean and 5ôs 
(Sorting, Shining, Straightening, Stan-
dardising,  Sustaining)  at  the  Dive 
Clubroom (September 9 -10). I want a 
least four volunteers for Saturday and 
Sunday  9.00am  to  12.30pm.  Take 
pride  in  your  club.  Please  contact 
Deanne for more information and reg-
ister you name. Finally, the next NZUA 
AGM (59th)  2012 will  be hosted by 
óWestern Underwater Dive Clubô. 
Mike Percy 
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YOU WILL NEED: 

¶ 2 Large Crayfish 

¶ 1 Egg 

¶ 4cm Piece Ginger (Grated) 

¶ 1/2 tsp Paprika 

¶ 2 tsp Brown Sugar 

¶ 150 ml Cream 

¶ Pinch Ajowan 

¶ 4 Garlic Cloves (Crushed) 

¶ 2 Tbsp Lemon Juice 

¶ 2 Tbsp Besan Flour 

¶ 2 tsp Garam Masala 

¶ 1/2 tsp White Pepper 

¶ 20g Melted Butter (For Basting) 

¶ Coriander Leaves 

Recipe Of The Month 

TANDOORI CRAYFISH 

 
Preheat the oven to itôs highest setting, skewer the lobster pieces on long metal skew-
ers, keep the pieces 2cm apart. Put skewers on wire rack over baking tray. 
 
Roast the lobster for 6 minutes, turning once.  Baste with the butter and roast again for 
2-4 minutes, until lobster is cooked through. Roast the shells on a separate baking tray 
until they turn red. 

Spook. 

The Fun Bit... 
 
Cut the crayfish in half lengthways, re-
move the tail flesh in one piece and cut 
into large chunks.  Clean the shells out 
thoroughly, scrubbing out the membrane. 
 
 
Break the egg into a bowl, add ginger, pa-
prika, sugar, cream, ajowan, garlic, lemon 
juice, flour, garam masala, white pepper 
and a pinch of salt.  Whisk together, brush 
the lobster pieces with the mixture and the 
cover with the marinade and refrigerate for 
2 hours. 

Remove the lobster pieces 
from the skewers and place 
bake in the shells, garnish 
with the coriander leaves and 
serve hot. 
 
 
Wine Match: Craggy Range 
2005 Les Beaux Cailloux 
(Gimblett Gravels) 
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Boof Michael 
Graham 

Michael  
Lawson  

Daniel 
Collier 

CSI27:  

Dive HQ West Tertiary Team 
Welcome to our new tertiary students class CSI28, looking at the number I realise we 
have now been teaching diploma courses for 14 years. 
Joining Boof, Lurch, Mike and Dan are Dylan Paul, Katrina Natua, Reece Davidson, 
David Curran, Joseph Parsons and Leuila Tautogil. 
I find it very rewarding seeing how well these students fit in within a week and of 
course our Divemasters from CSI27 are a great help. 
At the end of this month the new group will be travelling to  Northland Dive and it is 
always a delight to hear their experiences, of course one will be selected to write the 
next article. 
We look forward to seeing you all in the club. 
Deanne 

David  
Curran  

Joseph 
Parsons       

Katrina  
Natua 

Dylan  
Paul
  

Reece 
Davidson 

Leuila 
Tautogil 

CSI28:  
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KAYAKS KAYAKS KAYAKS 

Dive HQ West is now an official agent for... 

Check Out The Range at Dive HQ West. 
 

Paul can personally recommend one of these fine kayaks, he has one. 
 

Prices starting from as little as $ 1,149.00 
We also have all the accessories necessary to make your kayaking safe and fun. 


