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The Bottom Times 

  

August 2010 

GUEST SPEAKER 
Lee Findlay 

Wednesday 4th August 

CLUB DIVER DAY 
Matheson Bay 

Saturday 14th August 
 

MID WINTER XMAS 
 

Donôt wait for the silly season, 
join us on August the 21st for 
our annual mid winter feast. 
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Committee 
President Cameron Smirk Mobile:  021 359 121 
Club Captain Roger Crimmins Mobile: 021 0233 3600 
Secretary Mark Robinson Business:  09 550 8101 
Treasurer Deanne Oxton Business:  09 827 7008 
Photography SIG John Scott  Private:  09 817 8640 
Research Team Mike Percy Mobile:  021 661 832 
Events Jason Bartlett Mobile:  0272 976 551 
Website Kit Bishop Private:  09 838 9605 
Magazine Editor Jason Bartlett Mobile:  0272 976 551 

 

Foreign Correspondents 
 

Brazil: Paulo Machado Paulo@machadoboatdesign.com 
Australia: Sandra Bogun double0trouble@hotmail.com 
Thailand: Mark Anderson whoisbiga@gmail.com 
Fiji Damos Albert dmnsurfer@gmail.com 
Canada Mike Macauly decoscubaboy@gmail.com 

Western Underwater Contacts 
Western Underwater Dive Club Inc. 

5 Portage Road,  New Lynn, Auckland 
Tel: 827-7683 

Club Hours of Operation: 
The club is open every Wednesday and Friday from 7:30pm. 

Advertising Rates: 
Quarter page:  $20.00 / issue 
Half page: $35.00 / issue 
Full page:  $65.00 / issue 

The deadline for contributions, advertising and Letters to the Editor is 10th of 
the month of publishing. The magazine is published on the 17th of the Month 

prior to the month to which it applies.  

Any opinions expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily the opinion of the editor or 
WUDC committee. Anonymous letters to the Editor will not be published. 

For advertising, Letters to the Editor or other enquiries 
Contact the Editor, Jason Bartlett 

0272 976 551 or spook_da_chef@xtra.co.nz. 

Clubrooms  Hireage: 
The club is available for  hire for private functions. Please contact Deanne on 
ph: 827 7008 for function enquiries. 
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The Bottom Line - keeping your diving Passion alive. 
August has a special emphasis on Dive 
Photography starting with Lee Finlay pre-
senting a report from his latest live abroad 
experience in EAST BORNEO.  
 
This monthôs Club Dive (New divers are 
encouraged to turn up to these events to 
dive with one of the old hands) is back to 
Mathesonôs Bay on the 14

th
 August, which 

has a special focus on photography as 
John Scott has planned the Photography 
SIG meeting to follow up the photographs 
taken on the Dive. This is a great oppor-
tunity, on Wednesday the 18th at 8pm, for 
budding photographers to have a critical 
look at their work and get advice from 
John on where to go from here. 
 
The photographic theme culminates with 
Iain Anderson speaking at the monthly 
club  night on the 1

st
 September.  Iain has 

always entranced us with stories of woe 
and photographs of  great and exciting 
adventures, donôt miss this event. 
 
Itôs great to see the number of Dives hap-
pening in the depths of winter. Maybe it's a 
sign of the number of dry or semi-dry suits 
that club divers have these days; maybe 
these folk are just hardy divers not want-
ing to miss a great opportunity with fan-
tastic winter vis.  Anyway it is fantastic to 
see and read the trip reports in the maga-
zine for the previous  months  Club Dive to 
Goat Island and the exploratory dive to 
Motuhoropapa Island.  
 
Again we are celebrating the start of the 
Scallop season opening on the 1

st
 of Sep-

tember with a dive planned for the 18
th
 

September at Jones Bay.  Donôt forget this 
is the time we share the day with family 
and friends and I will be there hosting the 
club BBQ sizzling sausages and scallops 

for all the discerning folk with the taste of 
social fare and fun.  Boats and skippers 
are always welcome to assist on the day.  
Donôt forget, skippers and one crew also 
get a consignment of  scallops to take 
home. 
 
Our new club captain, Roger Crimmins 
has aspirations to start a new darts and 
pool competition, I  welcome people to 
register with Roger for this  
 
The New Bar Menu is operational and 
thanks must go to Mark Stoneman for 
leading the  delivery of  pizza,  seafood 
platters, chips and sausages. The menu is 
integral to the reconfirmation of the bar 
license for another 3 years which after 
considerable delay must be imminent.  
 
Some of you may have been up on Friday 
for a club burger which has become a 
great success and I look forward to seeing 
it continuing, so I guess we could say a 
happy diver is a fed diver. 
 
Itôs great to see DiveHQ West new web-
site so if you have not seen it then 
browse to www.divehqwest.co.nz. I know 
Kit has been working on revamping the 
club website to suit the needs of the club, 
w a t c h  t h i s  s p a c e . . . 
www.westernunderwater.org.nz. 
 
Of course we can not let the winter pass 
without having the club Mid-winter xmas 
party planned for the 21

st
 August. Tickets 

available at the bar or from Deanne in the 
Shop. 
 
Happy Diving, 

Cameron Smirk President 

http://www.divehqwest.co.nz
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Club Calendar 

 
Wed, Aug 4th Guest Speaker 
 
Lee Findlay tells us about the exotic live 
aboard trip in Borneo.  This is set to be an 
exciting evening, donôt miss this. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Sat, Aug 14th  CLUB DIVER DAY, Matheson Bay 
   New diver?, come along and team up with the old 
   hands.   
 
Wed, Aug 18th  PHOTO SIG with John Scott. 
 
Sat, Aug 21st  Mid Winter Christmas.  
   Tickets only $20.00 at the bar 
   Or contact Cameron Smirk on 021 359 121  
 
Wed, Sep 1st  CLUB NIGHT. 
   Guest Speaker - Iain Anderson, club member and 
   renowned photographer, nominated for the  
   Montana Book Awards 2009. 
 
Wed, Sep 1st  SCALLOP SEASON IS OPEN. 
   Remember 20 scallops per person per day with a 
   minimum size of 100mm. 
 
Sat, Sep 11th  CLUB DIVER DAY, Goat Island Marine Reserve. 
   New diver?, come along and team up with the old 
   hands. 
 
Wed, Sep 15th PHOTO SIG with John Scott. 
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Dive Shop Calendar 
SUPPORTING THE PEOPLE WHO GET US WET 

 
Destinations available every Weekend include the Poor Knights, Twin Wrecks, 
Bay of Islands and other destinations available on alternating basis include Lit-
tle Barrier, Hen & Chicks, Gt Barrier, Mokohinaus, Goat Island and Tawha-
ranui. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Bookings can be taken for singles or groups. 

(Minimum numbers apply).  
You can book any of these trips through Dive HQ West Auckland 

(09)  8277008) or paul@divehqwest.co.nz 
or call in and see us at  

5 Portage Rd, New Lynn.  
The trip is the same price regardless of booking through us or by 

booking direct. 
Call Dive HQ West to book now! 

 

mailto:paul@divehqwest.co.nz
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Diver Training 
PADI  OPENWATER  DIVE  COURSE (Winter Special PADI Open Water $225.00) 
 
WEEKEND CLASS Starts Saturday 14th August        9am OW1 21st August 

Cost $399.00  Course run during the day on weekends OW2 22nd August 

EVENING CLASS Starts Monday 9th August   6.30pm  OW1 28th August 

Cost $399.00  Monday and Wednesday evenings  OW2 11th September 

DAY CLASS  Starts Monday 27th September 9am OW1 29th September 

$325.00   Course runs over 4 consecutive days OW2 30th September 

Prices vary from as low as $199.00 if you buy your equipment prior to training.   Our 
standard price is $399.00 although we do run private one on one courses on request.   
School holiday courses set for the first week in every term run at $325.00. 
 
PADI ADVANCED OPENWATER COURSE (14th and 15th August) 
Run over one weekend at Northland  Dive.  Includes all training, manuals, international certifi-

cation, accommodation, meals and boat dives, including the Wreck of the Canterbury. 

$550(own gear) or $650 with hire equipment included. 

 
RESCUE COURSE 
Dates set to suit as required ï Call Paul Oxton at Dive HQ West for details. 

Career Diver Training 

Looking for a career change????  Courses available: 

¶ National Certificate in Diving Foundation. 
¶ National Certificate in Diving Leadership. 
¶ Diploma in Professional Scuba Instruction ï graduating as an Ad-

vanced Scuba Dive Instructor with 5 specialty ratings. 
¶ National Certificate in Retail. 
¶ National Certificate in Adult Education and Training. 
¶ Certificate In Medic First Aid Instruction. 

ENROLLING NOW FOR MID YEAR START             email deanne@divehqwest.co.nz 

Next Diploma intake commencing end of January 2011.  
Student Loans apply for these courses.  

*Dive HQ West Auckland is an approved delivery site of The Academy 
of Diving. 

mailto:deanne@divehqwest.co.nz
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www.westernunderwater.org.nz 
The website should be a centre for members to keep up to date with diving ac-
tivitiesðkeeping your diving passion alive! 
 
Every WUDC member can provide content, photos, trip reports etc.  Simply 
email Kit the website manager and send the content to him. 
 
Please visit and contribute forums, articles, reports, photos etc.  Communicate 
and organise trips. 
 
NEW regular blog: Delicious monthly sea food recipes by JasonðSpook da 
Chef!  

Make this website your success! 

Diving Online 

Question Du Mois 
Which group had a U.K. No. 1 hit in 1981 with the song ñTainted Loveò? 

 
In which country is Magyar spoken? 
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Iôve been on a few new diver days, usu-
ally because Iôm always keen to get un-
derwater.  There is usually a dive master 
in attendance, who takes the really new 
divers and Iôve had a simple, relaxing 
dive with a less experienced diver.  Satur-
day was likely to be no different.   
Andrew was coming up, with Emma and 
Bob, and George was taking us down to 
Goat Island in his boat.  With the luxury of 
a boat available we would be able to get 
round to the back of the island, which is a 
rather long surface swim as a shore dive. 
On the way up Andrew started to feel as 
though he had a cold coming on and 
couldnôt clear his ears, so he decided to 
do boat support rather than risk trying to 
dive.  Iôve dived with Emma before, so I 
knew she didnôt need much help, al-
though she was trying out a dry suit for 
the first time.  I gave her a few tips as she 
geared up (like, where does the pony tail 
go?) while Andrew helped Bob gear up. 
Once in the water Emma started leaking 
through her neck seal very quickly, so 
aborted the dive and left Bob and I to 
head towards the back of the island.  Iôve 
always been too lazy to swim all the way 
round to the back of the island so have 
never explored this area.  Following An-
drewôs directions we headed towards the 
first gully.  Unfortunately the vis was only 
about eight metres, but it was obvious 
immediately that the life was very differ-
ent from the shore side of the island;  
instead of the usual hoards of snapper, 
blue cod and rays, there were schools of 
jack mackerel , plenty of red moki and 
only the occasional lone snapper.  The 
range of life on the walls was more like 
what Iôve seen at the Poor Knights, with a 
range of brightly coloured coral and triple 
fins in abundance.  As we finished the 
dive we were buzzed by twenty or more 

juvenile king fish. 
After lunch George dropped us further 
round the island outside a second cave.  
At first the terrain and life seemed quite 
similar to the first dive, but once we 
reached the gully into the cave we real-
ised that we appeared to have stumbled 
on a cray fish convention!   
They were 
e v e r y -
w h e r e .  
Large and 
small ones, 
some in 
their tradi-
t i o n a l 
homes of 
crevices, but some brazenly out in the 
open.  They did not seem inclined to hide 
as we approached ï how do they know 
they are in a reserve? 
There was a fair amount of surge in some 
of the gullies, so we only explored the 
calmer ones.  One our way back towards 
the boat we found our first true cave (i.e. 
an overhead environment), in to which we 
ventured a couple of metres to take a 
look at the clouds of big eyes before 
heading up to our safety stop and back to 
the surface. 
I will admit to being a little nervous about 
being let loose with my first truly ónewô 
diver (other than my family) but I didnôt 
drown him, and Bob appeared to enjoy 
himself. 
Special thanks have to go to George for 
taking us there by boat, and, of course, 
Ivy, for the awesome home made soup 
when we got back. 

Michelle Bishop. 

THE CLUB DIVER DAY EXPERIENCE 
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Trip Report to Motuhoropapa Island 

In a bid to help Jason (aka Spook) with 
potential future club dive sites, I asked 
Paul Collinson if he wanted to go out for a 
dive to The Noises in my little boat.  I 
owed Paul a dive since I cancelled on 
him last summer.  When Paul and I were 
talking about it, John sorted of begged if 
he could go as it had been 2 months 
since he last dived.  The chosen dive site 
was to be the northern side of Motu-
horopapa Island; which is at the northern 
end of the group of rocky outcrops and 
islands known as The Noises, north east 
of Rakino Island.  The reason for this site 
is that is was relatively close to Auckland, 
outside the main harbour, rocky (hunting 
and gathering and photo opportunities) 
and it just seemed nice when I fished 
there. 
  
Following a clubs function óA Night in Pro-
vanceô, Paul, John and I headed out in 
light to moderate winds to check out a 
site on the northern side of Motu-
horopapa Island.  I had been there about 

16 months earlier with the family on a 
fishing trip and thought it might be a good 
spot for a dive.  In some ways we were 

stepping into the unknown as none of us 
had actually dived there before and did 
not know what we find.  It quite easily be 
totally disastrous, in which case we would 
travel around a bit more to find some-
where else to look. 
 
We met at the Outboard Boating Club at 
9:30 ish.  On Paulôs wisdom, we emptied 
the dive bags into the boat.  As all of us 
we were not that organised Paul had not 
bought any food, Benny only brought wa-
ter and some snacks and John needed a 
pie to get the day started.  It was agreed 
that Paul would go to Subway and get a 
couple of supplies for the day. 
 
It took approximately 45 minutes from the 
OBC on Tamaki Dr to reach out first des-
tination.  We anchored in approximately 
10 m of water in a north facing bay.  The 
shore line was around 30 m away.  The 
depth continued to drop quickly away to a 
sandy bottom at 18 metres.  The maritime 
charts showed that there is deeper water 
around the outside of the island. 
 
Visibility was shocking at 3 ï 5 metres 
due to snow flakes in the water.  I thought 
that it may only be murky in the warmer 
months, but subsequently it was believed 
by the more experienced divers that this 
may be the situation all year around as 
the area seems to be coated with the silt?  
Regardless John was there get wet for 
the first time in 2 months but mainly to 
check out his new camera that he bought 
off Amazon.com, which he collected in 
England.  It was cheaper than sending it 
to NZ.  The down side to John going to 
the UK to collect is camera is that Ey-
jafjallajokull can cause havoc to your 
flight plans. 
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Trip Report to Motuhoropapa Island Continued... 

It was agreed between the three of us to 
head in a northerly direction with the cliff 
face to the left of us.  After a number of 
minutes, John had disappeared.  Paul 
and I keep looking for some crays and 
photo opportunities.  Paul was unsuc-
cessful in the cray hunting; anyway thy all 
appeared well undersized.  The fuish that 
was seen included banded wrasse and 
infant king fish. 

Benny surfaced first, followed by John 
and then Paul.  John had lost us and 
chose to head in another direction and 
found a cave of a reasonable size.  He 
was not keen to explore it as his little 
torch could not illuminate the cavern.  
After Johns report we decided to stay 
moored and explore the cave as part of 

the second dive and then around to the 
eastern side of the cave. 

I estimated that the cave entrance to be 3 
ï 4 metres high by some 3 metres wide.  
I did not penetrate the cave as far as the 
other two as I was trying to stop an an-
noying leaking octi.  There was heaps of 
big eye fish, which John and Paul herded 
towards the back of the cave.  John was 
surprised how deep the cave went and 
was surprised to not appear on the other 
side of the island.   
 
It was estimated that Paul was at least 15
- 20 metres into the cave.  The cave also 
contained a large air pocket, which we 
believe may have been created by either 
a low tide exposing the surface or there 
may be air fissure to the surface.  That is 
to be looked into on the next excursion.   
 
On the way out the cave, a grey Moray 
Eel watched us swim by.  One day the 
camera will work as I want it to.  Just like 
the first dive, Paul and I lost John outside 
the cave.  We continued exploring the 
east of the cave but found it a bit boring 
and decided to head back and wait on the 
boat for John.   
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Trip Report to Motuhoropapa Island Continued... 

After a short while we were all on board 
and heading for home.  I think I could say 
that we were all a bit hesitant at the be-
ginning on what we would find, but on 
reflection we believe that this is just the 
start of more exploration journeys in this 
area. 
 
 
Ps, things to note for next time 

¶ Benny needs to check his tanks 
before arriving to the dive site.  He 
found his 12 L tank had only 145 
bar, but at least the 10 L was full. 

 

¶ John needs to spend more time 
packing his bag, or separating his 
clothes from Paulineôs.  John ar-
rived at the dive site to find that he 
had packed his right bootie and 
also Paulineôs right bootie, but no 
left booties. 

 

¶ Paul was just organised. 
 

Happy diving 
 

Benny Larson 

Dive HQ West On The Web 

Check out Dive HQ Westôs new web site até 
www.divehqwest.co.nz 
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The Underwater Photography Special Interest Group (SIG) 

 
The Underwater Photography SIG welcomes anyone from absolute be-
ginner to expert to meet on the third Wednesday of each month, you 
donôt even need to own a camera. 
 
If you would like to take better pictures when you are diving or just enjoy 
looking at underwater photographs or video then come along to our in-
formal get-together, we start at 8.00. At each SIG meeting we share our 
images or videos from local trips or tropical destinations. Each month we 
will also focus on improving some of the techniques or technical knowl-
edge that will help improve the way we take underwater photos. 
 
 
http://picasa.google.com/ 
 
 
Picasa is Googleôs free photo editing software which is versatile and 
easy to use. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Presentations for 2010 will include. 

Award winning photos from around the world 
How to set up and use an underwater camera 
Doôs and donôts of underwater photography 
Composing the perfect picture 
Lighting underwater ï Ambient vs Flash Photography 
Exposure, White balance & ISO 
Underwater Video photography 
How to create a slide show 
How to correct and improve your pictures on a computer 
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Milestones 

JUNIOR OPENWATER 
Mark Edkins 
 
OPENWATER 
Joseph Van der Vlugt Cole Prendergast  James Joblin 
Matthew Skellon  Zheng Li   Ben Cameron 
Domonic Hauiti  Dion Anderson  Hamish Brown 
Tyler May    Kathryn Ransley  Warren Stretch 
Roderick Matenga  Jennifer Mason  Diana Nisbit 
Josephine Bower  Nicola Ransley  Michael Lawson 
 
DIVEMASTERS 
Daniel Neill   Leanne Nicoll  Darrell Mewburn 
Shane Tautu   Tashi Buchi    
 
SPECIALTIES 
Leanne Nicoll - Enriched Air 
 

Sincere congratula-
tions to all! Well 

Done! 
 

New Members 

Michael Lawson. 
 
Welcome aboard, we look forward to seeing you in the club and out 
there diving. 


