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Western Underwater Contacts

President
Vice President

Western Underwater Dive Club Inc.
5 Portage Road, New Lynn, Auckland

Tel: 8277683

Committee
Lee Findlay
Paul Oxton

Mobile: 021-905-727
Business: 827-7008

Secretary Jo McKinnon Mobile: 027-276-1749
Treasurer Cameron Smirk Mobile: 021-359121

Club Captain Willie Ritson Mobile: 021-1700-124
Junior SIG Andrew Fergusson  Mobile: 027-280-2019

Photography SIG
Research Team

Membership
Bar Manager

Website

Magazine Editor

John Scott
Mike Percy
Deanne Oxton
Anne Shephard

Kit Bishop
Cameron Smirk

Private: 817-8640
Mobile: 021-661-832
Business: 827-7008
Private: 827-5477

Private: 838-9605
Mobile: 021-359121

Hours of Operation:
The club is open every Wednesday and Friday from 7:30pm.

Clubrooms Hireage:
The club is available for hireage for private functions. Please contact
Deanne on #827-7008 for function enquiries.

Advertising Rates:

Quarter page: $20.00 / issue
Half page: $35.00 / issue
Full page: $65.00 / issue

Contact the Editor, Cameron on
#021-359-121 for advertising enquiries

Deadline for contributions and adverting is 20th of the month before month of
publishing. Late contributions cannot be guaranteed Publication

Neither the editor or the Western Underwater are responsible for opinions ex-
pressed by contributors to the Bottom Times.
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The Bottom Line keeping your diving Passion alive

Last monthds club
attended, although given the calibre
of the speaker (Simon Mitchell) | was
expecting people t
the rafters!! Simon did his usual very
polished and highly amusing presen-
tation, sharing some of his more un-
usual diving adventures. What Simon
hasnot done
just simply isnodt
Deanne and her helpers did a won-
derful job with the nibbles and the ta-
blecloths on all the tables topped
things off with a
The food itself is becoming a real rea-
son to attend the monthly club night
so if you have not been down in
awhile | suggest you come along and
enjoy.

The Bishops cleaned up on the night
with Kit winning the $50 draw and Mi-
chelle winning the front (or back)
cover competition.

We have continued to present the
newly certified dive qualifications, and
make a bit of a fuss about receiving
these certificates. Last month Damos
presented a number of Dive Master
gualifications, and it was good to see
the number of these senior qualifica-
tions coming through.

Paul did his usual gear update and,
among other things, showed us an
ingenious mask that has a built in
digital camera and strobes. Amazing!

Mhei@ Was novRhstograpghy workshope |
in July but John Scott has promised

to put one together for August so look
oubef dhangang fooem
al ways first cl ass
need to be interested in photography

to enjoy them.

dur i ngAlsb ingte tHat wé hgye thea Mid-e r

Wintert XimasdParty @agning up in Au-
gust. Jason is going to cook a Cana-
dian themed multiple course Xmas
menu, so at only $15 per head it is
going to be a real bargain. Please
sugpert the slub argl eom@dlongd ¢ | a

| am sad to say that this will be my
|l ast Presidentos
lieve that 14 months has slipped by
since the last AGM when | accepted
the Presidentods rol
not seem that l ong
cided to step down due to family and
personal circumstances and | am
hopeful that Cam Smirk will take over.
He would do a great job.

P

Take note that the AGM is being held
on Wednesday 29 July so please
come down and cast your vote.
Happy diving.

Lee Findlay
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Club Events Calender

Wed 29th Jul Western Underwater AGM

Wed 5th Augd Club Meeting Speaker Seafood Cookingd Spook the Chef
Wed 8th Augd Research Team Meeting
Wed 15th Augd Photography SIGd John Scott Presentation

Wed 22nd Augd Mid-Winter Xmas Partyd Spook the Chef

Sun 13th Sept - Whau River Challenge 2009

on Wreck Divers!|

What lies on the bottom of the ocean and quivers? Answer: A nervous wreck.

I nfo has just come to hand from Marl bor
|l overs quivering with anticipation of d

An affordable | and based package diving
ALastinghamd and the ARangitotod i s now
live aboards usually on offer.

The below prices include return transfe

Lodgeo ( Sit ua tié&dindtes bodt dde to th&leermentov and 20 minutes
to the other wrecks), accommodation, meals, air, weights and up to 4 dives per day on
the wrecks, local reefs and scallop beds.

Meals always include local fare scallop and green lip mussel entrees. 8.5 m and 12m
boats cater for different group sizes to the dive sites; snorkelling, kayaking and fishing
options means non-divers are also well catered for.

Go Dive Marlborough provide on site compressor and gas blending facilities and a

small tender. Per Head Bookings:
2-Day tour $495.00 pp 3-Day tour $595.00 pp
4-Day tour $795.00 pp 5-Day tour $995.00 pp

Group Deals based on a group of 8 divers are also available.
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Dive Trips Calender

Destinations available every Weekend include the Poor Knights, Twin Wrecks, Bay of
Islands and other destinations available on alternating basis include Little Barrier, Hen
& Chicks, Gt Barrier, Mokohinaus, Goat Island and Tawharanui.

Weekend 15"&16th Aug Northland Dive Weekend including Danger Rock night dive
(A must for those who $#Avenot

Sat 15" August Single Days Diving with Northland Dive $80
Sun 16™ August Single Days Diving with Northland Dive $80
Sun 23" August Poor Knights Yukon Charters

(Enjoy the great winter viz the Knights offer) $125
Sat 29" August Alderman Islands Departs Tairua 9.45am

(Great Day trip suitable for divers) $125
Sat 5" September Poor Knights Yukon Charters

(Great Photography Opportunities) $125

Sunday 6™ September Club Scallop Day Jones Bay Beach Dive
(Celebrate the opening of the scallop season)

Sun 4™ October Pinnacles / Sugar Loaf departing Tutukaka (Advanced) $125

Sat 14™ November Astrolabe Reef / Penguin Shoals departing Tauranga
(Stunning Diving for the more advanced divers) $90

Bookings can be taken for singles or groups. (Minimum numbers apply).
You can book any of these trips through Dive HQ West Auckland (09 1 8277008) or
paul@divehgwest.co.nz or call in and see us at 5 Portage Rd, New Lynn.
The trip is the same price regardless of booking through us or by booking direct.
Call Dive HQ West to book now! Phone : 8277008

Experience Whangateau Harbour Sunday, 11 October Dive Trip

This will be a fantastic shallow dive/free dive. We quite often go up to the Leigh area
to go to Goat Island and other areas but diving in the pristine waters of the Whanga-
teau tidal harbour will be a new experience for some.

Details: Meet at the boat ramp in-between the League Club and the Motor Camp at
Whangateau Harbour. Time: 11:45 am

Phone Andrew Ferguson 0272802019 or Paul at the shop for any enquiries.

Type of Diving: Shallow dive up to 3.6m or free dive/snorkel

Try the art of snorkel photography or challenge yourself doing some macro work.
After the dive we will be meeting for a BBQ and a time to check out the photos. Loca-
tion of the BBQ will be decided after the dive.
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Photography SIG NextMeeting Wednesday, August 19th, 7.30pm

The Underwater Photography Special Interest Group welcomes anyone from
novice to expert (you don't even need to own a camera)

If you want to take photographs underwater or just enjoy looking at underwater
images then come along to the Western underwater Photo Special Interest
Group. We meet the third Wednesday of each month.

At each SIG meeting we share our photos from local trips and tropical destina-
tions and then focus on a particular topic that will help improve the way we
take underwater photos.

Past presentations have included:

e Understanding of the use of light at different depths and how it affects your
results.

e "Tricks of the trade" for underwater flash photography. Macro vs wide-
angle.

e HowtousePicassod Googl eés Free Graphics S

Calling for Entries into Photography Competitions 2009

All Entries before 31st July will be considered for 20010 Dive HQ West Calender

e Sub Aqua Cup i Best Diving related photograph. Can be below or above water.
Opens up plenty of opportunities for cl
show off their above water photography skills.

e Phil Bendle Trophy i Best Underwater Photograph. Awarded for the best individ-
ual underwater image of the year.

e Mike Batterton Trophy i A portfolio of any 5 underwater images to be submitted.
Each entrant may submit a maximum of 3 portfolios.

e The Novice Cup (sponsored by Joanne McKinnon)- Best Underwater photograph
by a novice photographer (a novice being someone who has not previously won a
photo competition)

e The Black and White Trophy (sponsored by John J Scott) - Best black and White
underwater photograph (can be a colour picture converted to black and white) B&W
submissions are also eligible in the other 5 categories

e The NZ Underwater Trophy (sponsored by Paul Oxton) - Best New Zealand un-
derwater photograph (taken in NZ waters)
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Dive HQ West 25years celebrationsSeptember 2009

For 25 Years Paul and Deanne Oxton have| I
fraternity from the Portage Road facility. After buying Sub Aqua Services Ltd from

Dave Trial and Dave Sampson in 1984, we decided that the time was right for West
Auckland to have a facility with itds o|wr
to be built at the current address, which seemed appropriate. Portage Road (meaning
water carrier) and the site of the old Crum Brick and Tile land, which had many ponds,
gave rise to the name of the pool affec|ti
many of the older divers still refer to us as this.

The AFrog Pondod was the first stage of |c¢
was going on with construction happening around this deep hole in the ground.

Gael Collins, Deputy Mayor of New Lynn and wife of long serving New Lynn Dentist
and business partner Peter, officially opened the new complex in September 1984.
To mark the 25 years of the business this September, a weekend of celebrations is
planned by the Western Underwater Dive Club (Formerly Sub Aqua Dive Club), which
has been in existence since the conception of Sub Aqua Service Ltd. September 1%
also sees the opening of the scallop season and | am sure the celebrations will also
include scallop gathering and a seafood cook up at the club rooms during this month.
Keep you eyes peeled for the dates and further detail of this weekend of milestone
celebrations in the upcoming club magazines.

2010 Dive HQ West Auckland Calender

2009 saw our first attempt at producing a calendar for our customers featuring under-
water and above water photographs from photographers within our own club.

This year we are a lot more on to it, so that it can be delivered for distribution in De-
cember . For this to happen, I need this|

Lee Findlay, Katy Tapling, Anne Shepherd, John Scott, lain Anderson and myself con-
tributed photographs featured last year.

Competition is now hot for the 2010 calendar and it would be great to get a wider

range of contributors and also feature more NZ pictures this year. Tropical waters pho-
tographs will undoubtedly also feature in the calendar, as we might not receive enough
| ocal content with the AWOWO factor. Thi
tables for the relevant areas that we dive.

N

Pl ease send any photos that you consi dejr
shop as soon as possible!

E-malil paul@divehgwest.co.nzor i f using fAFil mo drop ifn
the shop.
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Spook the Chef Recipe

Thai Steamed Mussels in Coconut Broth
Thai people have an amazing way of enjoying the process of preparing and serving
their foods; and who can blame them when they have some incredible ingredients.

The zing of fresh chillies the pepper of sweet basil combined with citrusy lemongrass.
These are but some of the experiences we will share with this wonderful winter
war mer. Letbds make a starté

24 Mussels 4 Red Chillies (Seeded=Mild o
8 or 9 large sticks Lemongrass gpqw peas

Small handful of Sweet Basil  carrots (Cut into strips about 2mm square)
1 Tsp Fresh Ginger (Sliced) v, Leek (Thinly Sliced)

Zest of 3 Lemons 2 Cloves Garlic
Juice of 1 Lemon 1 4409 Tim Coconut Cream
1 Red Capsicum 1 440g Tim Coconut Milk

1 Green Capsicum

Coarsely chop the lemongrass and place in a heavy bottomed pot, add to this the gin-
ger and mussels and cover, only just, with water.

Bring to the boil and allow the mussels to open remembering to discard the mussels
that do not open or do not spring back open when pressed. These ones could have
some very interesting side effects. You will also need to reserve approx. one third of
the cooking liquid for use in the broth.

Lemongrass even when cooked does not make for enjoyable chewing; feel free to dis-
card the solids from the liquid before making the broth.

Once open you will need to refresh the mussels in cold water to prevent them cooking
any further. Once the mussels have cooled place them aside until required. (About 10
-15 minutes).

For additional sweet flavour you may wish to roast the capsicum and peel them before
seeding and cutting into strips. Add these to the pot along with the remaining ingredi-
ents and bring slowly to the boil. Reduce the heat and allow simmering for about 15
minutes to let the flavours mingle.

Once flavours have mingled a bit check and adjust seasoning with the freshly ground
sea salt and pepper and return the mussels to the pot to allow them to heat through.

The use of fingersisamusti GetMessyi Go Thai (I | i ke to en
fresh bread torn into large chucks and a chilled Craggy Range Pinot Gris. The mussel
shells also make excellent spoons)

As usual all meals are best served with best friends

Spook da chef.
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Milestones

JUNIOR OPENWATER

Sarah Robertson Oliver Rose

OPENWATER

John Wisker Jamie Irving Kendall Harrington
Randall Gardiner Sam White Noil Fuller-Sandys
Jay Rathgen Graeme Thorpe Bradley Harvey
Evan Furze Mathew Quintal Daniel Hawks
Hua Yang Jamie Spurr Daryl Stephens
Timothy Howard Jacob Rose Ashleigh Pos

TERTIARY DIVEMASTER
Jackie Faxon

Welcome
NEW_MEMBERS
Ben Conder Timothy Howard

RENEWING MEMBERS
Glenn Abbot lain Anderson Cameron Smirk

Club Members are invited to
Victoria Sherry's
Sweet 16
Birthday Party!

(and never been kissed well, she better not have been
kissed!)
On Saturday 8" August 7 pma late
Venue: Western Underwater Dive Club, 5 Portage Rd
New Lynn (
RSVP:Tori's Dad (txt or email) by 3 Aug 2009
PH: 021 449 650
email: dsherry@osiris.co.nz
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DiveHQ Tertiary Team Update

We arrived at the rowing club all feel-
ing the chills of the oncoming winter.
It was 10am and besides the cold we
were all looking forward to the up-
coming dives.

Ouir first dive was to be a deep dive.
We were aiming for anything past
20m - we planned to have a comfort-
able relaxing dive past 1, maybe 2
thermo-clines but not too cold. But
after our advanced open water deep
dive we came prepared for what Pu-
puke had in store.

Donning our gear we introduced
some new additions consisting of,

thermals, gloves, t-shirts and beanies.

After the brief by Sheldon we jumped
in the water and headed out to plant
the dive flag and descend.

The dive was lead by Sheldon with
me as his 2IC, we followed the con-
tour of the lake admiring the medusa

Chris West

Sheldon Turton

Brook Dixon Stanley Yeat-

Matthew Quintal

jellyfish that were littered everywhere.
Slowly making ourselves down, stick-
ing well off the bottom, (if you have
dived Pupuke before you know why,),
arriving at 24 meters we decided to
head back. 2 minutes after turning
around Roger started swimming off to
the left, and after Sheldon gestured
us to follow, we did too.

We swam for a while admiring the
occasional log until we came up to an
amazing rock wall crowned with sea-
weed. The floor was littered with all
kinds of treasures and oddly enough
an amusing amount of golf balls here
and there.

After what was an amazing dive we
checked our gauges and we regret-
fully surfaced, yearning to spend
more time in
troveé

Stan

Jackie Faxon

Jamie Spurr

Shayna Irving

Daniel Ray

Martin Hitch
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Dive HQ Tertiary Tearf continued

Many changes occurred in June with
our fulltime students. We saw the
departure of Kelly Withers and An-
tony Basturkmen. Both Kelly and
Antony completed Divemaster, Kelly
is at Auckland University doing yet
another degree and Antony is in Thai-
land on his OE where he will com-
plete his diploma.

Welcome to Jackie Faxon who joined
CSI23 part-time. Jackie is an ambu-
lance officer with St. Johns. Also, to
Ahmet a marine engineer from Tur-
key who will be going through to Di-
vemaster.

Our new CSI24 class commenced on
June 29 and a very warm welcome to
Scott Christensen, Daniel Hawks ,
Matthew Quintal and Jamie Spurr.

Career Diver Training

Looking for a career change????

Courses available:

National Certificate in Retalil.

ing.

National Certificate in Diving Foundation.

National Certificate in Diving Leadership.

Diploma in Professional Scuba Instruction i graduating as an Advanced
Scuba Dive Instructor with 5 specialty ratings.

National Certificate in Adult Education and Training.
Certificate In Medic First Aid Instruction.

Enrolling now for start immediate start. Student Loans apply for these courses.

*Dive HQ West Auckland is an approved delivery site of The Academy of Div-

Also welcome to Chris West who was
a Massey High School Gateway stu-
dent and is now completing an Adult
Education and retail certificate with us
and intends to enrol on the Diploma
in Scuba Instruction next year.

Farewell to our Massey High School
Gateway students who all completed
successfully, Rachel Pauling, Aderyn
Johnston, Daniel Neill and Sean
Drabble and welcome to the new
Gateway intake from Massey H.S.
and Kelston Girls who will be with us
for 13 weeks- Stevielee Crawford,
Georgie Dysart, Shannara Walker
and Victoria Archer.

Shayna, Martin, Damos, Stan and
Mark are also studying for the Adult
Education and Retail certificate.
DEANNE OXTON
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Diving Photo Essay: Raja Ampat

Raja Ampat is remote. Itis a
grouping of hundreds of small
islands and four larger ones
(Waigeo, Batanta, Salawati and
Misool), sandwiched between
the Moluccas and West Papua.

These are Raja Ampat signa-
ture shots i beautiful reefs and
abundant fish life!
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Lots of macro subjects, clockwise from
top left: nembrotha kubaryana nudi-
branch, bubble coral shrimp, orangutang
crab, pygmy seahorse, chromodoris
wilani nudibranch and eggs, the striking
chromodoris coi nudibranch.
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