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Welcome to the April edition of your dive clubôs magazine 
      

April 2009  

Club Meeting Wednesday 1st April  

Guest Speaker - Mike Westgate ï Production Sound Mixer 

Topic - Working with the Cousteau Society Documentary Team 

 

Up coming guest speakers booked 

July 1st   Simon Mitchell 

The Bottom Times  
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Unfortunately I was in Australia last month and missed the club night, however I am told 

the speaker was excellent (see report later in the mag) and the only disappointing was 

that only a small number of members turned out on the night.  The committee makes 

every effort to arrange high quality speakers each month however we need the support of 

the members to attend the monthly club night.  Please come along.  We have another 

very good speaker this month and, the always excellent Simon Mitchell, is booked for 

July. 

Pauls monthly ógear roundupô focused on in water diver communication devices last 

month, and was again very informative.  I look forward to seeing what new gear he 

brings up this month.  It is great to keep abreast of the ólatest and greatestô. 

 

The fantastic weather continues, and it appears we may get to enjoy an óindian summerô 

this year.  Letôs hope so!  The key club dive last month was a weekend trip to White 

Island on the Ma Cherie.  At the time of writing I had not received any feedback on this 

trip, but hopefully a trip report will be completed in time for this edition of the mag.  If 

the weather played its part, Iôm sure it was an excellent trip. 

 

John Scott held a photo workshop on Wide Angle and Macro Photography on 18 March.  

It was attended by a dozen or so members, and was another excellent presentation.  John 

puts a great deal of effort into his presentations, and he is very good at passing on his in 

depth knowledge in an easy to understand manner.  Even if you are even remotely inter-

ested in photography, I encourage you to attend, you will certainly pick up some great 

tips.  He will be holding another workshop in April 

 

The next time you visit you will see some signifi-

cant changes to the club rooms.  The current thread-

bare red carpet is soon to be pulled up and replaced, 

and we will also be sprucing the place up with a 

new coat of paint (colour to be chosen by the la-

dies!).  The committee sincerely thanks Paul and 

Deanne Oxton for donating this commercial grade 

quality carpet to the club.  The pattern on the carpet 

has prompted some lively discussion, and some 

may describe it as quite loud, but I think it just has 

personality!  In any event, it is certainly going to be 

a massive improvement over the current threadbare 

look. Please note there will be further working bees 

to finish this work, so if you are prepared to give up 

some time to help the club, please see Paul or 

Deanne in the dive shop. 

 

Happy diving. 

Lee Findlay 

The Bottom Line - Presidents Page ð Apr 09 
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This Monthôs WUDC Calender  
Guest speaker, Terry Brailsford related some fascinating stories of the good old days 

working with Kelly Tarlton and in particular the recovery of the Rothschild jewels 

from the wreck of the Tasmania.  

 

The presentation was meant to be on the expedition in search of the gold off the Gen-

eral Grant, however Terry came armed with the wrong set of slides ï yes, slides. It is 

still possible to relate a great presentation using FILM  and in some ways it somehow 

seemed more appropriate when talking about these early pioneers in diving! It was a 

great yarn and I even coaxed him into relating a short tale about his exploits on The 

Minato Maru in the Hauraki Gulf.  

 

This created interest again in members wanting to have another attempt at finding 

and diving it. Terry has said he will dig out his landmarks for it and pass them on to 

the club. 

 

Terry has promised to come back later in the year and cover the advertised General 

Grant story. I hope there will be a better turnout of members than attended this meet-

ing. You missed a great talk about the early days of avid salvage divers and how they 

were able to adapt and overcome problems they faced with simplistic techniques.   

WUDC April Calender Open  Whatôs Happening 

Every Wednesday & Friday 7:00 pm Western Underwater Dive Club 

Wednesday 1st April 7:00 pm Club Meeting and Presentation 

Thursday 2nd April 7:00 pm Manukau Sports     Fishing Club 

Thursday 9th April 7:30 pm Committee Meeting 

Wednesday 15th April 7:00 pm Photography SIG 

Thursday 16th April 7:00 pm BSAC 

Saturday 18th April 1:15pm Whau River Challenge 

The club rooms are available for hire by members and others for private functions.  
Reasonable hireage charges apply.  Please see a committee member to book. 
The club is also available to clubs and other organisations for their meetings. . 

Dusky Sound live aboard on MV Pemboke 
Anyone interested on liveaboard in Dusky Sound. Trip probably late this year or 

early next year. Need 8 divers / fishos / hunters / photographers .  
They are suggesting a 6 day (5 night) charter  at $375 per person per night 

Please email George Currie at geo@ihug.co.nz  your expression of interest. 

geo@ihug.co.nz
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Congratulations 

PADI Open Water Instructor  
Regan Kerr   PengHong Guo 

 

PADI  ASSISTANT  INSTRUCTOR 
Paul Gargiulo 

 

PADI Open Water Diver 

Aidan Gilmartin San Ting Gilmartin  Victoria Rust 

Jodi Browne  Craig Chew   Lee Pettman 

Simon Walker  Haman Amir-Shahpari Shayna Irving 

Stanley Yeatman Keith Gregory   Aimee Preston 

James Young  Holly Armitage  Francois Langlois 

James Arkinstall Peter Murphy   Lavinia Mowday 

Darren Currin  Chris Graham   Jessica Stowers 

Tanja Hofmann Zacharia Tippins   

Rungkarn Putthawong    Wayne Brooke-Cowden 

 

 

PADI Advanced Open Water 

Brook Dixon   Shayna Irving  Martin Hitch 

Antony Basturkmen 

Welcome - New Members 
Chris Dingle  Alistair Anderson  Vicky Thomson 

Chris Graham  Barry Shearer 

Renewing Members 
Warwick, Moana And Shane Crowsen  Hau Lo & Mio Akutsu 

Dave & Victoria Sherry  

Cray Competition 
First weigh in for 2009 from Tony Hawke with a 4.95lb (2.25 kg) red caught at Gt Bar-

rier 8th January 2009. Witnessed by Steve Dunne. 

Most Interesting Artefact Entry.  
Mark Stonemanôs False Teeth. Lost Tuesday 17th March 2009 at Cathedral Cave, Piercy 

Island. Recovered  Wednesday 18th March by Roger Crimmins (24 hours later). 
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This Month Recipe  
Apple And Bay Roasted Snapper 

1 x Fresh (George Caught) Snapper 

8 x Fresh Bay Leaves 

1 x Apple  

Small handful Oregano 

Small handful Sea Salt 

Fresh Ground Pepper 

 

Butter/Oil/Or White Wine.  You will need this purely for liquid, I cook 

with a combination of butter and oil but the butter can be substituted if 

needed. If using George Caught Snapper it will come gutted so you will 

need to scale the fish and make 4 incisions along the body. Finely dice the 

apple with half the Oregano and the ground pepper so that it resembles 

farce and stuff into the gut cavity.   Coarsely chop the remaining Oregano 

and mix with the Sea Salt and rub half over one side of the fish then insert 

one bay leaf into each incision and turn the fish over and repeat. Wrap the 

fish in two layers of foil, into which you added you liquid, be it butter and 

oil or white wine (do not use a strong white wine, I would recommend a 

Riesling) Roast (I used our BBQ) in a moderate heat for oh, 15mins, un-

veil and enjoy)   Email spook_da_chef@xtra.co.nz for a copy of the rec-

ipe. 

The Social event of the Year 

Western Underwater Dive club  

proudly presents 

ñA night of Sophisticationò 
Dress up night! 

Enjoy an evening of Jazz and Cabaret,  

Cocktails, wine and cheese 

Saturday 13
th

 June.  
Full Details in Next Monthôs Magazine 

mailto:spook_da_chef@xtra.co.nz
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Diver Training  
 

PADI Open Water Dive Course 
Structured Price Schedule - Open water Course priced from as little as 

$199.00!  
Day Class Starts Monday 20th April   Cost: $299 

Evening Class starts Monday 20th April  Cost: $299 

Weekend Class Starts Friday 24th April  Cost: $450 

 

PADI Wreck / Deep Diving Specialty Weekend -  

Northland Dive. May 16th & 17th 

 

PADI Enriched Air Specialty Starts Tuesday 23rd April. 

Cost: $299 
 

PADI Advanced Open Water Course 
Enjoy a weekendôs diving with Northland Dive including a dive on the Wreck of 

the Canterbury, 2 nights accommodation, meals and air fills and return home a 

qualified Padi Advanced Open Water diver. 

 

Weekend of 16th / 17th May 2009 ï Cost $550.00 (Own Gear)  

or $650.00 (with Hire gear) 

 

Courses available 
Entry Level and Leadership Skills in Diving ï Rescue Diver or Divemaster. 

Diploma Level Qualifications ï graduate as an Advanced Scuba Dive Instruc-

tor with 5 specialty ratings. 

National Certificate in Retail (Level 3) 

National Certificate in Adult Education and Training (Level 4). 

Enrolling now for start June 2009 Intake. Student Loans apply for these courses. 

Career Courses: 

Looking for a change in career? 
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WUDC CLUB TRIP REPORT 

14th March 2009. 
 

 

Vessel: Jackie 
Skipper: GeorgeðThe One And Only And Extremely Accommodating  
Departure: 09:30 from Mangawhai Heads  
Returned: 16:00ish (Left Georges place about 17:30 for home.) 
 

 

What can one say; we had four divers on board, me, Andrew (Rock) 

Ferguson, Thomas & Keith.  

Picking up Andrew from his place we proceeded to make contact with 

Keith and Thomas before setting off, 

stopping in Wellsford we picked up 

breakfast and then onward to Geor-

ges place in Mangawhai.  

The weather was extremely beautiful 

with nothing but sun in the sky, four 

excited divers long line up by Light-

house Bay which also happened to be 

dive site # 1.  

tDIVE # 1ðLighthouse Bay 

(ish) Kitting up (one by one) we 

peeled into the tide to start 

soaking up the 19.5Deg water.  

Sitting at the surface in about 

16m the bottom is basically 

clearly visible.  One by one we 

roll into the water.   
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About 8m into the decent I hear what sounds like an earthquake, looking 

up I can see but a pair of fins protruding ominously from an enormous ball 

of bubbles.  Ah-ha, Andrew if you are going to demonstrate how to deal 

with a free flow situation it would pay to have the òstudentsó with you 

when it happens!  

Visibility was around the 15m mark with lots of twin spot demoiselles, 

leather jackets and blue maomao.  If you need to know how to scare cray-

fish back into their holes, we are the folk for the job.   

Extremely pretty area for diving with boulder type rocks, kelp covered 

and sand bottom.  This was indeed a splendid dive at 15.5m for (allowing 

for the brief surface interval, thanks Andrew) 61mins. (Add a little more 

at the end so I could retrieve the anchor which was nicely wedged be-

tween two rather large rocks. 

DIVE # 2ðSurface interval was 

clearing the long line, We were 

re-assured that the two small 

buoys WERE attached correctly 

to the other end, however!!!. 

After 1:30 on the surface, coffee 

supplied by our host and a brief 

incident of possible sea sickness 

(Thomas decided to sit this dive 

outðsomeone had to keep 

George company) we traveled 

back around the island towards the pinnacles by Pukanui Bay. 15.4m for 

49mins.   

Outstanding vis 15+m and we are straight back into scaring crays again, 

however Andrew did bring two back which I promptly threw back, damn. 

I however did my bit for conservation by returning with 2 heini bottles, 

shame they werenôt full huh.  
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Fish life is outstanding, some big kingie schools and two rather large, 

possible about 1.5m wide Black Rays.  Itôs a shame I had to swim into it 

before seeing it.  Iôll open my eyes next time. 

Once again, very nice scenery with sand bottom and boulder type rocks 

with walls, cracks, small caves etc with lots of kelp.  It was fun poking a 

porcupine fish to convince him I 

am not a toy and that he can go and 

swim into someone else. 

Have you ever wondered how 

many divers can and squeeze into 

one small cray hole with what ap-

peared to be nothing short of ter-

rorism being inflicted on no more 

than 6 crayfish.  The answer is 3 by 

the way, all of us found this nice 

nest with half a doz or so flicky friends inside with only small head size 

holes to squeeze into.   

After behaving After behaving like Osama for about 6 minutes we re-

treated from our insurgence to carry on the beautiful scenic and tranquil 

journey through Pukanui Bay.  The weather turned on us a little by the 

end of the day making the return trip like a rather slow and drawn out cy-

cle in the washing machine. All and all a very cool day was had by all and 

by the way George, the snapper went very nicely roasted with apple, 

oregano and bay leaves.  Yum  THANKS ALLðJASON. (Looking for-

ward to the next trip). BIG THANKS TO GEORGE 

 

 

 

 

Last chance Scollie Dive & BBQ 

*** Jones Bay Sunday 29th March 10:30am *** 

All welcome 
Join us for the Last scallop dive of the season. 

Bring your boats!  

Non-divers can get allowance by crewing on someoneôs boat. 

 

There will be Scallop and sausage sizzle on the beach. 
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Dive Trips 
Destinations available every Weekend include the Poor Knights, Twin Wrecks, Bay 

of Islands and other destinations available on alternating basis include Little Barrier, 
Hen & Chicks, Gt Barrier, Mokohinaus, Goat Island and Tawharanui. 

 

Sat 4th April  Pinnacles / Sugar Loaf   

Yukon Charters departing from Tutukaka  

(12 divers)  $125 

A repeat of last monthôs stunning dive with 30m vis! Donôt miss it! 

Suitable for Intermediate to advanced divers. 

Sat 18th April  Wreck of the Wiltshire ï Gt Barrier  

Apollo departing from Leigh  

(10 divers)  $160 

Check out this famous wreck off Windy Hill. Still a recognisable ship 

with schools of fish hovering around the wreck and cray inside. Col-

ourful growth on the steel work. 

Suitable for Intermediate divers. 

Sat May 9th  Astrolabe Reef / Penguin Shoals   

departing from Tauranga     

(Trip Full) $85 

Many years ago, this was the most awesome dive I have done in NZ. 

Conditions were perfect and the vis and fish life on top of the reef 

and on the drop offs stunning. I eagerly look forward to returning -

Paul Oxton. 

Sun May 10th  Astrolabe Reef / Penguin Shoals  

departing from Tauranga 

(Taking bookings)  $85 

As above, have changed the destination for those who were not quick 

enough to get on the Saturday trip.  

Suitable for Advanced divers. 
 

Bookings can be taken for singles or groups. (Minimum numbers apply). 

You can book any of these trips through Dive HQ West Auckland (09 ï 

8277008) or paul@divehqwest.co.nz or call in and see us at 5 Portage Rd, New 

Lynn. The trip is the same price regardless of booking through us or  by 

booking direct..Call Dive HQ West to book now! 827-7008  

mailto:paul@divehqwest.co.nz
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2008 Dive Club Trophies Prize giving 
 

Most Supportive New Club Member Jason Bartlett 

Most Active New Diver  Male   Jeremy Burrows 

Most Improved Diver   Andrew Fergusson 

Club Diver of the Year   Sandra Bogun 

   

 

Biggest Cray of the Year

 Gary Wihongi 

Most Valuable Club Member: 

The Bishop Family 

Most Active New Diver  

Female: Regan Kerr 
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Prize giving 

Damos Albert 

Most Interesting Artefact 

Gary Bosson Memorial Best Divemaster 

 

Sub Aqua Cup - Katy Tapling 

Best Diving Related Photo 

Phil Bendle Trophy -   

Lee Findlay  

Best Underwater Photo 

Peter Collins Cup for President's 

choice: Anne Sheppard 




