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Cave Diving Dive Quiz … its so easy to win …. 
Contributed this month by John Scott 

 
The first 2 correct entries drawn at the Club Meeting on Wednesday 2nd April, each win a free air card worth 

$50 courtesy of Dive HQ -West Auckland. 
 

1) Where in Mexico is the “Cenote of Sacrifice”? 
2) Name a type of Speleotherm. 

3) How many lights should a cave diver carry? 
4) Who wrote one of the best cave diving books “The darkness beckons”? 
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Date Opening 
Time 

What’s Happening 

Wednesday     2nd April 7pm Club Meeting – Guest Speaker 
John Scott 

Thursday         3rd April 7pm Manukau Sports Fishing Club 

Friday              4th April 7pm Club Night 

Wednesday     9th April 7pm Club Night 

Thursday       10th April 7.30pm Committee Meeting 

Friday            11th April 7pm Club Night 

Wednesday    16th April 7pm Club Night 

Friday             18th April 7pm Club Night 

Wednesday     23rd April 7pm Club Night 

Friday              25th April 7pm Club Night 

Tuesday          29th April 7pm Caving Club 

Wednesday    30th April 7pm Club Night 

 
Pssst! Club Meeting Wednesday June 4th 2008 – Dr Simon Mitchell – Port 
Kembla Dive and other Technical Diving Adventures! 

 
Reflection  - Follow effective action with 
quiet reflection. From the quiet reflection 
will come even more effective action. 
Peter F. Drucker – American educator and writer. b. 1909 
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The Bottom Line - Presidents Page – April 2008 

Don’t know about you but March has been one of those months that has simply flown by. I 
missed the last Club Night in March myself as I was down country saying a final good by 
to a very old friend – these times always force us to look forward into our own lives and 
think about all the goals we have yet to fulfil ourselves. Added to work and family 
commitments, regrettably another dry month has passed – no diving.  But I am booked on 
the Club Trip to the Cowshed for the 19th and 20th of April. I hope to see you all there – 
book now if you have not already done so. 
 
You will have to look on the notice board to see who took out the $50 Dive HQ voucher 
last month, and also for the front cover quiz winners. Sorry about that.  
 
The Club continues to face a few challenges, and the Committee continue to address them 
as best we can. Prices for many of the supplies into the Bar have increased and as a result 
we have already increased some of our snack prices, and we are currently reviewing all our 
other prices. Also, while membership has been steady and attendance at the Club Nights 
and opening nights on Wednesdays and Fridays has been “OK”, the Club could definitely 
benefit from an increased membership base. We are looking at strategies to publicise the 
Club more – including work on the web site – and some of you may have seen the one-
page flyer. Take a copy to work and put it on your notice boards. We are also working on 
ways to get more of the ‘Graduate Divers’ from the Shop courses up into the Club. We 
want to promote safe fun diving and the Club is a great spot to talk about diving and all 
related (And sometimes unrelated) maritime issues and topics. 
 
If you are reading this and have not been down to one of the regular ‘first Wednesday of 
the month’ Club meetings – Why not pop down to the next one? 
 
A reminder the AGM is not too far away. Start thinking about who you would like to see 
(or if you would like to be) on the Committee, and in the key positions of President, 
Secretary and Treasurer. Are there any remits you want to put for consideration at the 
AGM?   
 
There are still many trips available thru the shop over the coming weeks. Please look thru 
the ones in the magazine, and talk to Paul in the shop. Any thought on where you might 
want to go for you ‘mid-winter’ diving escape? You will know there is talk of a trip to 
Australia to the Reef, and a return to the Coolidge in Vanuatu is also being kicked around. 
Let us know. 
 
We continue to look for a Club Manager (to help out with things around the club). If 
anyone would like to come forward to help out it would be appreciated. This is not an 
arduous role – just an hour or two every week or two doing a few odd jobs around the club. 
 
I hope to see you in the Club, or preferably the water soon. 
 
Steve Roberts 
President WUDC. 
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Snippets 
Ritson Gardens 
Willie has now eliminated the weed problem in the garden adorning the deck off the back 
of the clubrooms. The gardens now look resplendent and hopefully the bug problem on the 
deck will be a lot less as well. Willie has offered to keep an eye on the garden and control 
the weeds from here on in. Thanks again Willie – great job and I believe we should 
officially refer to the gardens as the Ritson Gardens henceforth! 
Oh won’t you walk me through the Ritson Gardens……… 
 
Biggest Cray Competition 
New member Gary Wihongi is the first to weigh in a cray for this season. Gary caught a beauty, a 
4.3kg packhorse at Triangle Island, Karekare Peninsula on the 15th December 2007. Gary was 
aboard the charter vessel Intrepid and the skipper Roy verified the weight. There is also a great 
photo of the cray covering the length of Gary’s Scuba cylinder! 
Could take a bit of beating this one! Have any interesting artefacts been uplifted during dives this 
season? None have been registered so far. Register at the shop or the club if you have recovered 
anything you would like to enter into this competition. 
Club Draw 
Be in to win the club draw, drawn at the monthly meeting on the 1st Wednesday of each month. 
You do not have to be at the monthly meeting to win the draw. If your name is drawn and you are 
not present at the time of the draw, you are still a winner! Each time you come down to the 
clubrooms for a drink and support the club, be sure to register your name at the bar with the person 
on duty. The more times you are in the clubrooms, then the more chances you receive in the draw! 
The prize is a $50 voucher each month to be redeemed at Dive HQ West Auckland. The Western 
Underwater Dive Club sponsors the voucher. 
E-Mail Contact 
If you wish to receive your magazine by e-mail, rather than having it posted, please send your e-
mail address to paul@divehqwest.co.nz. 
Purchase you own Club Glass 
Purchasing your own club glass / handle at the bar in the clubrooms at a cost of $10 per year, 
enables you to receive a discount on your drinks when using your glass. An example of the discount 
is a handle of beer becomes $3.00 instead of the $4.00 normally charged. We even give you your 
first drink in the glass complimentary! Ask at the bar for details on either a wine, beer or spirit 
glass. 
Club Pennant for Sale 
Support you club and fly a club pennant. Two types available, blue with white (small) $20.00 each 
or Blue with Gold (large) $35.00.  Purchase from either the Clubrooms, or from the shop. 
Bricks for sale 
Another way you can support the club is by purchasing a brick on the clubrooms wall. $10.00 gives 
you a brick bearing your name displayed on the wall of the clubrooms. You can purchase your brick 
from the bar in the clubrooms. 
Club Reunion Polo Shirts for Sale:  
Some club shirts are still available for purchase following the 30th Reunion. See bar staff in the 
clubrooms if interested. 
Spear fishing day trip. 
Following up from the free diving night we ran, I believe that a day trip for Spearfishing is 
being arranged departing from Leigh and going to Little Barrier. The date of Saturday 26th 
April was muted but is still to be confirmed by the Beuchat boys. The general plan is a 
Freediving day for Spearfishing with trial equipment available again for open water testing. 
The price is still to be confirmed and anyone interested in going should contact Paul at the 
shop. 
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WESTERN UNDERWATER DIVE CLUB 
New Diver / Refresher Trip 

Sunday 13 April 
Location to be confirmed Friday 11 April, club room s 

��� �� �� �Recently qualified? 

��� �� �� �Been out of the water for a while? 

��� �� �� �Got some new kit to test? 

��� �� �� �Just plain broke and can’t afford a charter trip? 
The dive club is looking to run one new diver / refresher trip per month, set for the 

second Sunday of each month .  
It will usually be a shore dive at a location near Auckland to keep the costs down and 

we can organise car pooling. 
In addition the Club BBQ will be coming on the day and the club will provide 

some bread and tomatoe sauce, just bring your own m eat for lunch.  Your family is 
welcome to come along and enjoy a day at the beach with you. 

Final details will be decided on the Friday before the dive (i.e. second Friday of the 
month)  at the club so come along and meet up with a club representative to look at 
weather, sea and wind conditions for the weekend and we will choose a place to go and 
organise car pooling.  This will also be an opportunity to learn about how to read marine 
and weather forecasts and plan a dive for yourselves. 

If you can’t make the club on Friday night let your instructor, someone in the shop or a 
member of the dive club committee know you are interested in coming along or contact 
Sandra on 027 6771986 and she will make sure you are told of the arrangements for the 
day. 

All divers are welcome, including prospective club members. 

Welcome   
New Members 
Louise Bosley  Rhys Williams  Logan Donald  Anna Jakubczac 
Yiqing Qiu  Zhiyong Lin  Scott Cooper  Idette Braan 
Christine Brown Thomas Robertson  Noah Beadle   Stephen Brown 
Benjamin Iszard Paulo Machado Lima  Joao Machado De Lima 
Rebecca Tomkins Greg Rooney  Emma Jones 
Renewing Members 
Sean, Helen and James Stewart  David Taka  Katy Tapling 

Congratulations 
PADI Open Water 
Andrew McIntyre  Mansel Franks  Farbod Vaziri  Vahid SeDighi 
Natasha Van Graan  Tyrone Van Graan Daniel Chalk  John Music 
Greg Farac-Ciprian  Zhiyong Lin  Yiqing Qiu  Louise Bosley 
Logan Donald   Rhys Williams  Noah Beadle  Christine Brown 
Ben Iszard   Thomas Robertson Idette Braan  Stephen Brown 
Brian Goodin    
PADI Advanced Open Water   - Rebecca Tomkins 
PADI Enriched Air Diver   - Allan Driscoll 
PADI Rescue Diver 
Michelle Jackson  Anna Jakubczac Dennis Bumbesevic Scott Cooper 
Allan Driscoll   Peter Sears  Damos Albert  Cornel Fox 
TDI Nitrox Diver   - Andrew Ferguson  Jeremy Burrows 
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Club Dive to Goat Island - Sunday 16 
March 
 
Now Goat Island might not sound like the most 
exotic of dive locations but being a marine 
reserve and shallow it turned out to be much 
more than you might expect. 
 
Thanks to Paul Collinson bringing his van and 
taking all of the dive gear we got four extra 
divers in and headed off from the club at 9:30 

for the 1 ½ hour drive to Leigh on what was to be a warm 
and sunny day. 
 
There were six divers, including one of our junior members 
and a club member that we hadn’t seen for a couple of 
years.  Andrew gave us a dive briefing and then it was time 
to have one last lollie before tackling the backwards waddle 
into the water.  As the tide was out it wasn’t too difficult and 
before long we were floating along quite happily.   
 
We descended at Shag rock and had our first encounter 
with the snapper who came around to investigate when we 
stirred up the bottom a little.  Just as we were marvelling over the size and number of the fish the 
granddaddy turned up - this dude had to have been over a meter long with its large bulbous nose 
and big thick lips. Suddenly the warnings about keeping your arms inside the carriage at all times 
seemed like good advice.  There were three large fish of this size that proceeded to follow you 
looking to see what you would stir up, it was like having a mini buddy. 

The depth at Goat Island doesn’t get above 6 meters so there is plenty of light, and if you 
want to practice buoyancy control this is the place to do it.  Around the island was good for 
practicing diving in surge and for playing aeroplanes as you got pushed and pulled along.  It didn’t 
taking much poking around to find the crayfish that seemed to delight in showing off their size.   

There was a great range of other fish to be seen and next time I go I will be taking a fish ID 
chart with me as there were some that I hadn’t seen before.  I will also be taking a camera, if you 
can’t get a good shot here you can’t get one anywhere.  We’d been gone nearly an hour before 
making our way back to shore. The delights of exiting in the surf – they make it look so easy on the 
tapes.  Providing you don’t take yourself too seriously getting rolled about in the sand can be kind of 
fun – washing the sand out of your kit when you get home is not quite so much fun.   
 

Everyone was busy watching the last of the 
divers get out when Andrew learned not to 
leave your gear on a rock with an incoming tide, 
he was lucky to get his fin and mask back! 
 
We then headed off to Wenderholm for a BBQ 
lunch and a spot of refreshment in the sun to 
talk about diving and plan our future dives.  
 
I look forward to seeing more of you at the next 
one scheduled for Sunday 13 April.  So come to 
the club rooms on Friday 11th to sit in on the 

planning session or give us a call to find out what we are doing and come join the fun. 
 
Good diving everybody,  Sandra 
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The Mayor Island Experience  
Mayor Island was discovered by Captain Cook on the date of the Lord Mayor’s birthday in 

London, England – November 3rd, 1769 and hence its name. It is located around 40km offshore 
from Tauranga Harbour, a 2 – 2 ½ hour journey by boat. The island is the visible portion of a 700m 
high, 15km – wide shield volcano. It has erupted on average once every 3,000 years for the last 
130,000 years. The last eruption is estimated to have been 500 – 1,000 years ago. 

Mayor Island is a strikingly beautiful and peaceful island, treasured by Maori for the 
quality of the obsidian or Tuhua (also the Maori name for the island) – a rich dark glass –like 
volcanic rock prevalent on the island for which Maori has a multitude of uses such as making 
weapons or tools. 

It is also a wildlife refuge, rich in bird life and native bush, and many who have visited 
there over the years have enjoyed its peaceful solitude. The walking tracks are clear and well 
marked, and it is possible to climb the summit and return to camp in one day. 

A Marine Reserve was established in January 1993 to protect marine organisms and their 
habitats for present and future generations. The Reserve includes about five kilometres of coastline 
and extends one nautical mile offshore at the northern end of the island. Over 60 species of fish are 
known from the area and it is becoming more and more popular as a diving destination to rival the 
Poor knights Islands. From about 3 – 30 metres, paddle weed kelp forms dense forests wherever 
rock bottoms are present. Seals live on the island and being naturally curious, often join divers 
underwater for an experience never to be forgotten. 

There is magnificent swimming, snorkelling, diving and kayaking to be held in the crystal 
clear waters of South East Bay where the old game fishing headquarters are situated. 

Basic cabin style accommodation with toilet facilities and ablution block are available for 
overnight visitors to the island. 

Abyss Safari offers the ultimate Mayor Island diving experience aboard the historic 
Enterprise, a fully equipped spacious 60ft vessel with modern electrics and safety 
equipment, hot showers and toilet facilities, a 12ft tender boat for diver pick ups and an 18 
cu ft per minute onboard compressor for quick fills. The cost for a weekend’s diving 
aboard Enterprise is $399 per person. 

Day 1. Meet Enterprise and board at the Strand, Tauranga. Your first dive of the 
day will be at the wreck of the Taioma at Motiti Island on the way to Mayor. Relax on 
board on the way to Mayor watching out for passing marine life such as flying fish, dolphin 
and Orca. The second dive of the day will be at Tuhua Reef in the marine reserve. During 
surface intervals refreshments and lunch is available. Anchor in South East Bay for the 
night and feed and observe stingrays and eagle rays within the bay. A short guided walk 
learning some of the history of the island is available for those wanting to participate. An 
optional night dive / cray hunt or rock fishing for snapper and kingfish from the shores of 
South East Bay is always popular. A beach BBQ completes the day’s activities and 
provides a chance to experiment with culinary ideas for the day’s catch. 

Day 2. Early risers will experience the majestic dawn chorus of the native New 
Zealand species such as tui and bellbird. Two more days around Mayor Island follow 
breakfast with refreshments and lunch during surface intervals. Then sit back, relax and 
ponder on the return cruise to Tauranga. 

Day trips departing from Tauranga aboard Enterprise are also available to top dives 
sites such as Astrolabe Reef (my best ever NZ dive!), Plate Island, Penguin Shoals, Motiti 
Island and the wreck of the Taioma. 

 
Contact Paul at the shop if interested in experiencing a Mayor Island weekend or 

Bay of Plenty dive sites. 
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Dive Trips - If it is wet – Dive It! 
 

April 2008 
 
Catch the last of the summer seasons diving! We can get you diving at the 
Aldermans, Northland / Bay of Islands, Poor Knights and Twin Wrecks 
every weekend! Mid week options available as well!! Ring Shop to book. 

Date   Destination  Boat   Departs Cost 
Fri 4th April  Sail Rock / Hen Is Apollo   Leigh  $105 
Sat 5th    Mokohinaus  Apollo   Leigh  $125 
Sun 6th      Little Barrier  Apollo   Leigh  $95 
Thur 10th     Gt Barrier  Apollo   Leigh   $105 
Sat 12th    Aldermans  Tairua Dive  Tairua  $110 
Sun 13th     Sail Rock / Hen Is Apollo   Leigh  $105 
* Sun 13th   Club Beach Dive   See Details this magazine  N/C 
Thurs 17th    Little Barrier    Apollo   Leigh  $95 
* Sat 19th & Sun 20th  Club Weekend Northland Dive – See Write up below. 
Fri 25th & Sat 26th  2 days Gt Barrier – Arid & Wrecks  Leigh  P.O.A 
Fri 25th   Poor Knights  Yukon   Tutukaka $110 
Sat 26th     Poor Knights  Yukon   Tutukaka $110  
Sun 27th    Poor Knights  Yukon   Tutukaka  $110 
Sun 27th   Mokohinaus (Photo) Apollo   Leigh  $125 
 

Club weekend At the Cowshed – Northland Dive. 
April 19 th and 20th. 

 Two nights dorm style accommodation, 2 x breakfasts, 2 x lunches, 1 x dinner, 2 x air 
fills and 4 dives cost $244.00. A great value weekend and extra dives, meals and you can 
go up one day earlier and leave one day later if you want to make a long weekend of it! 
Tent sites at a cheaper rate are also available. 
 Maybe this is your chance to do your first dive on the wreck of the Canterbury. A $5 
per diver surcharge applies if diving the wreck. Air fills, Nitrox and hire bottles are all 
available at Northland Dive 
  Eleven Club Members have confirmed and booked so far. There should be room for 
late bookings but I would not leave it to the last minute as the accommodation has now 
been opened up to other dive clubs as well. 

 
 

�� Blue Indicates Club Trips. 
 
NB. Each weekend, most of the charter boats operate on a daily basis.  
Bookings can be taken for singles or groups. (Minimum numbers apply). You can book any of 
these trips through Dive HQ West Auckland (09 – 8277008) or paul@divehqwest.co.nz or call 
in and see us at 5 Portage Rd, New Lynn. The trip is the same price regardless of booking 
through us or by booking direct. 
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Diver Training 
 

PADI Open Water Dive Course 
Structured Price Schedule - Open water Course priced from as little as 

$150.00!!! 
Weekend Class Starts Friday 11th April 
Evening Class Starts Tuesday 29th April 
Weekend Class Starts Friday 9th May 

 
PADI Rescue Diver Course – Commences Wednesday 16th April. 

Course cost $350.00 
 
 
 

EMP Medic First Aid Course 
Commences Wednesday Night 7th May. 

Course Cost $150.00 
 
 

Career Courses: 
Looking for a change in career? 

 
 
 

Courses available 
�� Entry Level and Leadership Skills in Diving – Rescue 

Diver or Divemaster. 
�� Diploma Level Qualifications – graduate as an Advanced 

Scuba Dive Instructor with 5 specialty ratings. 
�� National Certificate in Retail (Level 3) 
�� National Certificate in Adult Education and Trainin g 

(Level 4). 
 

Enrolling now for start in early June 2008. Student Loans apply for these 
courses. 

 
�� Dive HQ West Auckland is an approved delivery site of EMP NZ ltd – The 

Academy. 
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Committee Contacts and Club Rules  

 
Contacts: 
   

President Steve Roberts Business:   916 6411 
Private:       6275113 
Mobile:        021470347 

Vice President Sandra Bogun Private:       8132950 
Mobile:        0276771986 

Secretary Dave Sherry Mobile:        021449650 

Treasurer Cameron Smirk Private:        8179982 
Mobile:        021359121 

Committee Paul Collinson 
Daniel Hayes 
Lee Heath 
Mike Macaulay 
Jo McKinnon 
Deanne Oxton 
Anne Shepherd 

Mobile:        021885333 
Mobile:        021666094 
Private:        4165787 
Private:        4127574 
Private:        8320174 
Business:     8277008 
Private:         8275477 
 

 
 
General Rules: 

 
1. No club member shall put the Club’s name in disrepute. 
2. The Committee reserves the right to terminate the membership of any Club Member who 

does not conform to Club standards. 
 
Club Trip Rules: 
 

1. Dive Masters / Dive Controllers must be obeyed at all times by all persons on a Club Trip. 
2. Divers diving on a Club trip must be qualified through a recognised diver-training program. 
3. Maximum dive depth allowed on Club Trips is 30 metres unless prior arrangement is made 

with the Dive Master / Dive Controller. Maximum with Dive Masters / Dive Controllers 
permission with proper safety equipment is 39 metres. 

4. All persons must abide by Fisheries regulations when on Club trips. 
5. Payment on Club dive trips: 

Day trips to be paid in full at time of booking 
Weekend or extended trips require a 25% deposit at the time of booking with the balance to 
be paid at least 2 days prior to departure. 
Refunds will only be made if the trip is cancelled. 

 
House Rules: 

1. All persons entering the Clubrooms shall be card-holding members.  
2. A current card-holding club member must sign in guests coming into the Clubrooms. The club 

member then accepts responsibility for the behaviour of their guest(s). 
3. Under licensing regulations, the Duty Manager must be obeyed. 
4. There is to be no alcohol brought into the Clubrooms. 

 
 

The committee reserves the rights to amend these ru les as necessary.
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